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CHAPTER VIL. 


PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THE TEACHING. DEMANDING 
PROOFS OF CHRIST 


SERVING God consists only in doing the work of God. 
Man’s life is from God. The true life is the life in 
God. The life in God consists in doing the will of God. 
The will of God is in the law of God; the law of God con- 
sists in not being angry at men; in not seeking the love 
of woman; in not binding oneself by promises and oaths; 
in not resisting evil, and in making no distinction between 
foreigners and countrymen. Only in the life of the flesh 
can one do the will of God. The life of the flesh is food 
for the execution of the will of God. The will of God 
can be executed only by works. The teaching of Jesus 
is the teaching about the works of life. Serving God 
consists in doing the work of God, and so it cannot be 
proved by words. 
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12. Kat dvacrevdéas 
TP rvevuareavrod Aéye., 
Tl 7 yeved arn onpetov 
émigntet; auhv Aéyw 
duiv, El doOjcerae TH 
yeved Tralty onueiov. 

54. “Eneye d¢ cal rots 
bxdous, “Oray tSnTe Thy 
vepérnv dvaréd\d\ovoeay 
dd Svcd, ev0éws ré- 
yere, “OuBpos epxerac 
kal ylverat ot Tw: 

55. Kat d8rav védrov 
wvéovra, éyere, “Ore 
kavowy Eorat: kal, ylye- 
Tat. 

56. ‘Yroxpiral, 7d 
mpbowmov THs ys Kat 
Tov ovpavod oldare doKi- 


mage Tov dé Katpov 
Tovrovy mwas ov doxi- 
Magee ; 


57. Tl dé nat ag 
éaurGv ob xplyere 7d 
Olkavov ; 

38. Tére dmrexplOnody 
Twes TOV Ypauparéwy 
Kal Papicalwy, Néyovres, 
Avddoxare, OédNopev ard 
cod onpuetov ety. 

29. Tév dé 8ydAwy 
éradpoivouévwv  Hptaro 
réyew, ‘H yeved airy 
mwovnpd éoTt- onuetov 
émifnret, kal onuetov od 
Sobjcerar atry, ef uh 
7d onuciov “Iwva rod 
Tpopnyrov. 

30. Kaas yap éyé- 
veto Iwvas onuetov Tots 
Nivevirais, otrws eorar 
Kal 6 vids rod dvOpwmov 
TH yeved Tavry. 

31. Baclktooa vébrou 
eyepOhoerat év rH Kploe 
wera TOv avipdyv ris 
yeveds Ta’rns, kal kaTa- 
Kpivec avrovs: bru FOev 
éx Tay mepdtwry Tis ys 


12, And he sighed 
deeply in his spirit, and 
saith, Why doth this 
generation seek after a 
sign? verily I say unto 
you, There shall no sign 
be given unto this gen- 
eration. 

Luke xii. 54. And he 
said also to the people, 
When ye see acloud rise 
out of the west, straight- 
way ye say, There cometh 
a shower; and go it is. 


55. And when ye see 
the south wind blow, ye 
say, There will be heat; 
and it cometh to pass. 


56. Ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of 
the sky and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time?¢ 


57, Yea, and why even 
of yourselves judge ye 
not what is right? 


Matt. xii. 38. Then 
certain of the scribes 
and of the Pharisees 
answered, saying, Mas- 
ter, we would see a sign 
from thee. 


Lukexi. 29. And when 
the people were gath- 
ered thick together, he 
began to say, This is an 
evile generation: they 
seek a sign; and there 
shall no sign be given 
it, but the sign of Jonas 
the prophet. 


30. For as Jonas was 
a sign unto the Nine- 
vites, so shall also the 
Son of man be to this 
generations 


31. The queen of the 
south shall rise up in 
the judgment with the 
men of this generation, 
and condemn them: for 
she came from the ut- 
most parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of 
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12. And suffering in 
spirit, he said, What? 
These people want 
proofs? Can there be 
any proofs for these 


men? 


54. And he said to the 
people, When you see 
a cloud in the west, you 
suppose that there will 
be rain, and so it hap- 
pens. 


55. And when it blows 
from the south, you sup- 
pose that it will be good 
weather, and 80 it hap- 
pens. 


56. You are able to 
comprehend the appear- 
ance of earth and of 
heaven, but this life you 
do not comprehend. 


_ 57. Why do you not 
judge correctly about 
yourselves? 


38. Then some of the 
disciples turned to 
Jesus, and said, Teacher, 
we should like to see 
proofs of thy teaching. 


29. And when the peo- 
le were gathered, he 
egan to speak, This 
tribe seeks proofs, but 
they shall have no other 
a than what Jonah 
ad. 


30. And since Jonah 
was a proof for the Nine- 
vites, the same will be 
the proof of the son of 
man for this tribe. 


31. If the queen of the 
south were brought to 
life and compared with 
the men of this genera- 
tion, she would still ap- 
pear more just than 
they, for she came from 
the utmost parts of the 
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dxotca: Thy coplay Zo- 
RNoudvros: kat l5ov wetov 
Dodou@rros woe. 

82. “Avdpes Nuvevt 
dvacrhoovra év 7 Kpl- 
Cel META THS YEveas Tav- 
Tns, Kat KaTakpivovow 
avrny: Ore perevdnoay 
els 7d Khpuyya “Iwva: 
kal idod mdetov “Iwva 
be. 

1. Kat mepierdre 6 
*Inootds pera Tatra év 
TH Tadtdala: od yap 
HOerev év TH “lovdala 
mepirarety, bre éfntouy 
airov of “Tovdator dzro- 
KTELVAL. 

2. "Hy d& eyys 4 


éopth T&v ‘Tovdaiwy 
7 oKnvornyla. 
8. Eirov odv pods 


atrov of ddedpol adrod, 
MerdBn&e évreiOev, kal 
traye els Thy “Tovdalay, 
tva kal of uadnral cov 
Oewphowor TX Epya cou 
& trove?s: 

4. Ovdels ydp év 
Kpum@7@ Tt ‘Tove?, Kat 
fnret abros év rappyola 
elyac’ ef ravdra to.els, 
gavépwoov ceauTiv TH 
Koop. 

5. Ovde yap of ddedgoi 
avrod émlarevov els av- 
Toy. 

6. Aéye ody avrozs 
6 "Inoots, ‘O Kaipds 6 
éuods oftrw mdperriv: 6 dé 
kapos 6 buérepos mavroré 
éoriv erowpos. 


7. Od dbvarar 6 Kbo pos 
pucetv buds: éue 5é puce?, 
Ore ey paptup® strept 
avrod, 8ru Ta Epya avrod 
movnpd éoruy. 

8. ‘Yueis dvdBnre els 
Thy éopThy TavTnv: éya 


Solomon; and, behold, 
a greater than Solomon 
is here. 


32. The men of Nineveh 
shall rise up in the judg- 
ment with this genera- 
tion, and shall condemn 
it: for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; 
and, behold, a greater 
than Jonas is here.g 


John vii. 1. After 
these things Jesus 
walked in Galilee: for 
he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews 
sought to kill him. 


2. Now the Jews’ feast 
of tabernacles was at 
hand, 


3. His brethren there- 
fore said unto him, De- 
part hence, and go into 
Judea, that thy disciples 
also may see‘ the works 
that thou doest. 


4. For there is no man 
that doethy anything in 
secret, and he himself 
seeketh to be known 
openly. If thou do these 
things, shew thyself to 
the world. 


5. For neither did his 
brethren believe in 
him.* 


6. Then Jesus said 
unto them, My time is 
not yet come: but your 
time is always ready. 


7. The world cannott 
hate you; but me it 
hateth, because I testify 
of it, that the works 
thereof are evil. 


8. Go ye up unto this 
feast: I go not up yet 
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earth to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon, but 
here it is more impor- 
tant for you. 

32. If the men of Nine- 
veh were brought back 
to life and compared 
with the men of this 
generation, they would 
appear more just, for 
they came to their senses 
after Jonah’s preaching, 
but here is one more im- 
portant than Jonah. 


1. After this, Jesus 
walked in Galilee; he 
did not want to walk 
through Judea, because 
the Jews had condemned 
him to death. 


2. And a Jewish feast 
was at hand, 


3. And his brothers 
said to him, Go away 
from here, and go to 
Judea, that thy disciples 
may see before the oth- 
ers how thou servest 
God. 


4. For no man will 
conceal his service of 
God, but every man 
seeks to show himself. 
If thou servest God in 
this manner, show thy- 
self to the world. 


5. For his brothers did 
not believe in his teach- 
ing. 


6. Jesus said to them, 
My time has not yet 
come; but for you the 
time has, of course, 
come. 


7. The world will not 
hate you; but me it 
hates, because I prove 
that the world’s way of 
serving God is evil. 


8. Go to this feast; 
but I cannot go to this 
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otrw dvaBalyw els TH 


éoprhy tatrnv, ore 6 
kaipds 6 yds otrw 
WET ANPWT AL. 


9. Tatra dé elroy 
avrots, euever ev TH 
Tadiralg. 

10. ‘Qs dé dvéByoar 
oi ddeddpol adbrod, rére 
kal avrds avéBn els Thy 
éopTiyv, od pavepds, GAN 
as év KpuTT@. 

11. Ot of» "Tovdator 
éthrovy abtoy év TH 
éoprq, Kal €deyov, Ilod 
éoriv éketvos ; 

12. Kal yoyyvopds 
mols mepl avtov Fy év 
tots Sx ous. ol pev ede- 
yov, “Ore ayabbs éoru 
dor Se edeyor, Ob: 
GANG wrava Tov xo». 

138. Ovdels pévror 
mappnola éddder rept 
atrod, dua rdov pdBov 
ta&v Tovdalwy. 


unto this feast; for my 
time is not yet full 
come. 


9. When he had said 
these words unto them, 
he abode still in Galilee. 


10. But when his breth- 
ren were gone up, then 
went he also up unto the 
feast, not openly, but as 
it were in secret.” 


11. Then the Jews 
sought him at the feast, 
and said, Where is he? 


12. And there was much 
murmuring among the 
people concerning him: 
for some said, He is a 

ood man: others said, 

ay; but he deceiveth 
the people. 


13. Howbeit no man 
spake openly of him for 
fear of the Jews. 


feast, for my time has 
not yet come. 


9. So he spoke, and he 
remained in Galilee. 


10. And when they 
went away, he went 
there, not for the feast, 
but simply. 


11. The Jews sought 
him at the feast, and 
said, Is he here, or not? 


12. And there was 
much contention about 
him among the pecns. 
some said that he was 
a good man, and others 
said, No, he misleads 
the people, 


13. But no one spoke 
openly of him for the 
fear of the Jews. 


(@) onpetov means proof, and is in this sense used in 


the language of the gospels. 


Evidently it stood here 


in the sense of proof, and then from heaven was added, 
and the whole was transformed into a miracle. Here are 
the places where onetov is unquestionably used in the 
sense of proof. The signification of miracle does not suit 
them in the least. But the meaning of proof fits all those 
places where it is translated by miracle : 


Luke wi. 12. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. 

John ti. 18. Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, 
What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 
things? 

John vi. 30. They said therefore unto him, What sign shew- 
est ea then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
wor 


2 Cor. zi. 12. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 7 


among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds. 

2 Thess. iti. 17. The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, 
which is the token in every epistie: so I write. 


In these passages it cannot mean anything but proof. 
In all the other passages it means the same, and only by 
stretching it can it be interpreted as miracle: 


Matt. xxiv. 3. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and 
of the end of the world? 


and elsewhere. 


(6) Many texts have not from heaven. 

(c) The word hypocrites is wanting in many texts. 

(a) Katpes temporal life. 

(¢) The word vrovnpa is wanting in many texts, and I 
prefer to leave it out. 

(f) For as Jonah the prophet was in the belly of the 
whale for three days and three nights, so will the son of 
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. Here there exists another variant, which is still 
more simple, and independent of the supposed resurrec- 
tion. Kal xaos "lwvas év tH Kowa Tod KyHTOUS TpeEls 
nucpas Kal viKTas, oUTwS Kal Oo vids TOD avOpwrroV ev TH 
yn. Jonah the prophet was sent by God into Nineveh to 
preach to the Ninevites, but, foreseeing the enmity of the 
Ninevites, he did not go to them, but went into Spain; 
when a storm arose on the sea, he repented of his sins, 
and the sailors threw him into the sea. There a fish 
swallowed him and threw him out on the shore, and he 
went to the Ninevites, and converted them. 

Jonah did not want to convert the Ninevites, but he 
was none the less led by the will of God to convert them, 
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The son of man did not wish to recognize his divinity in 
these people, but yet, by the will of God, he will turn 
them to the knowledge of God. And as Jonah departed 
from the execution of the will of God and was concealed 
in the belly of the whale, so the son of man departed 
from all, but, as the Ninevites were converted, so will the 
son of man be received. 

(g) The meaning of the passage is this: the Pharisees 
and the learned demand proofs of the truth of the teach- 
ing. Jesus replies, The comprehension cannot be proved 
in any way. John has said, He who speaks the words 
of God is from God. And he who understands them, by 
this very fact puts the seal on the truth of the words. 
There are no proofs. But all men have always sought 
the comprehension, like the Ninevites and the queen 
of the south, who came to Solomon. I am revealing the 
comprehension to you, and you ask for proofs. You shall 
have no proofs. 

(h) Sru eEntouy avtov ot “lovdaion arroxteivar is used 
many times, as though it were a definite expression for a 
certain relation in which the Jews came to stand to him. 
In Chapter V. it says that they wanted to kill him for 
breaking the Sabbath. According to the law of Moses, 
he who broke the Sabbath was subject to death. So we 
must assume that é&jrovv azroxreivar means, They tried 
him in order to sentence him to death. 

(1) Oewpéw to be a spectator. Here it has to be trans- 
lated, That they may see your works in the presence of 
others; or else the words make no sense. Why should 
he go into Judea that the disciples might see, since they 
saw even there? But the words, The works which thou 
dost, I translate by, Thy serving God, since the words 
Ta épya cov & troveis have a definite and clear meaning: 
the life in God, the good life, serving God. The words 
are used in the following passages of the Gospel of John, 
and always with the same meaning: 
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III. 21. But he that doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

I. 34. Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of 
him-that sent me, and to finish his work. 

V. 20. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and -he will shew him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel. 

36. But I have greater witness than that of John: for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

IV. 28. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God ? 

29. Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 


This passage directly defines what is to be understood 
by works of God. 


VI. 30. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest 
thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
work ? 

X. 37. If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

XIV. 14. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. 


(j) Tt wove? ought to be translated by does something, 
but such a translation deprives the discourse of sense. 
Not every man who does something wants to show it to 
the world, but every man who professes the truth, who 
serves God for himself. To the word zrovet must here be 
added épya tod Oeovd; such contractions frequently occur. 
The whole expression is zrovety épya tov Oeod, but fre- 
quently gpyov alone or rovety alone is used, with the 
same meaning. 

(k) The words, For his brothers did not believe in him, 
that is, in his teaching, clearly confirm the statement 
that épya moety refers to his teaching. 

(2) ov dvvarat is in John used in the sense of a simple 
future. 

The conversation between the brothers and Jesus refers 
to this, that if he wishes to preach his teaching, he has a 
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chance to go to the feast, when there will be a large mul- 
titude, and then he can announce his teaching in the 
presence of all. Then the disciples will see the truth of 
his teaching in the presence of others. They insist that 
he should go to the feast. To this Jesus says, For you 
there is a time of week-days and of holidays, but for 
me there is no particular time. This is the very reason 
why they hate me, for I show that their whole worship is 
evil, that there are no holidays. 

(m) The word this twice repeated shows once more 
that Jesus does not recognize the holiday. 

(n) It says, Not openly but in secret. In relation to 
his coming to the feast, and in connection with what was 
said before, this word must mean that he did not come 
for the holiday, that he might be seen on the holiday, but 
for his own sake. 

(0) wrod here designates doubt, as in Luke viii. 25. 
Then he said to them, Where is your faith? Knowing 
that he denied their faith, the Jews ask whether he 
came for the feast, or whether by his absence he denied 
the feast, and on that occasion they dispute about his 
teaching, but are afraid to say openly that he rejects the 
whole worship of the Jews. 


JESUS’ DISCOURSES WITH THE PHARISEES 


14. "Hin 5 rijs éoprjs 
pecotons, avéBn 6’ Inaoids 
els 7d lepdv, Kat édl- 
dace. 

15. Kal 0avpuagov ol 
"Tovdator, Aéyorres, Ids 
otros ypdupara olde, uh 
Mepabnkas ; 

16. "AmexplOn adrots 
6 ’Inoots cal elrev, “H 
éuh Sidaxh ovk eorw 
éun, adda Tod réupap- 
Tbs pe 


John vii. 14. Now about 
the midst of the feast, 
Jesus went up into the 
temple, and taught. 


15. And the Jews mar- 
velled, saying, How 
knoweth this man let- 
ters, having never 
learned? 


16. Jesus answered 
them, and said, My doc- 
trine is not mine, but 
his that sent me. 


14. In the middle of 
the feast Jesus entered 
the temple, and began 
to teach. 


15. And the Jews mar- 
velled, and said, How 
does he know, having 
never learned? 


16. To this Jesus re- 
plied, My teaching is not 
mine, but his who sent 
me. 
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17. ’Edv ris 04d 7d 
Oé\nua avbrod ozety, 
yveoerat wept THS dida- 
xfs, mwbrepov ék rod 
Ocot or H eyo ar’ 
éuavTod Nad@. 

18. ‘O df éavrod 
AakGy Thy Sdéav Thy 
(Slav &nret- 652 Syrev 
Thy SbEav Tod méupavros 
avrov, ovTos ddnOis 
éort, kal ddcxla év air@ 


17. If any man will do 
his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself. 


18. He that speaketh 
of himself seeketh? his 
own glory : but he that 
seeketh his glory that 
sent him, the same is 
true, and no unright- 
eousness is in him. 
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17. He who will do his 
will will know of the 
teaching, whether it is 
from God, or whether I 
speak of myself. 


18. He who speaks of 
himself discusses what 
seems proper to him; 
but he who discusses 
what seems proper to 
him who sent him, is 
true, and there ig no 
untruth in him. 


ovK €oTLV. 


(4) ypaupata means learning. Acts iv. 5. ’Eyévero 
dé él THY avpioy cvvayOAvat aiT@v Tos apxovTas Kat 
mpeo BuTépous Kal ypapmateis eis ‘lepovcarnp. 

As in the majority of passages in the Gospel of John, 
it has to be mentally supplied by what is said in other 
gospels. In this place it says that Jesus taught the 
people, and the people marvelled at his teaching. 

Consequently, to make the context clear, we must 
imagine what he taught. What did he teach? We can- 
not invent anything, and so must mentally supply his 
teaching about the falseness of the Jewish worship, about 
God being spirit, and about the necessity of serving him 
in spirit and with deeds, the sermon on the mount, the 
teaching about mendicancy and the five rules, in general, 
one of his teachings according to the gospel, all of which 
include the teaching about rejecting the false God, and 
about serving him in the spirit and with deeds: with 
doing good, with love, and with meekness. 

(0) nretv has heretofore been used by the writer and 
has the meaning to seek, to try, but now it is for the first 
time used by Jesus and cannot be rendered by ¢o seek: 
one cannot seek glory, seek judgment. Znreiv here 
means to reflect, to deliberate. 


Mark xi. 18. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and 
sought how they might destroy him. 
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Mark xiv. 1. And the chief priests and the scribes sought 
how they might take him by craft. 

11. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. 

Luke xii. 29. And seek not ye what ye shall eat. 

Luke xxii. 2. And the chief priests and scribes sought how 
they might kill him. 

1 Peter v. 8. Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour. 


And especially in John xvi. 19. [lept tovrov {nreire 
per GAAnAwY. In all these passages Cnet is translated, 
and cannot be translated otherwise than, by deliberate. 
(According to the dictionary: cogitando, meditando, de- 
liberando quero.) Even so, if dd€a is translated here not 
glory, which it cannot mean, but yudgment or that which 
seems, and fnretv inevitably as to deliberate, we get a pre- 
cise and clear meaning out of the absurdity, and we get a 
confirmation of Verse 17. The same is said in John v. 
30. I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not 
mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath 
sent me; 39. The Scriptures are a witness that I cor- 
rectly transmit the will of the Father. 44. How can 
you believe since you receive from each other what seems 
proper to you, but do not understand what seems right to 
God ? 

This passage is an expression of the same thought that 
the only proof of God lies in the soul of man. We must 
well remember that, speaking of his teaching, Jesus 
speaks of the destruction of the Jewish worship, of God’s 
being a spirit; he says that man can know God only 
within himself, that the life of the spirit consists in doing 
the will of God. 

In order to understand John’s discourses, we must 
remember that Jesus in these discourses confirms, proves, 
elucidates what he has said in the discourse with Nico- 
demus, and does not expound any positive teaching. 
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There is here no new teaching, but only a confirmation of 
the old, which is especially expressed in the discourse 
with Nicodemus. Only by remembering this does it 
become clear why according to John the speeches of 
Jesus, which have nothing repulsive to the Jews, rouse 
their ire. We must remember that the purpose of every 
discourse of Jesus with the Jews is the denial of the wor- 
ship of the Jews and of the whole law of Moses. Every 
discourse begins with their asking for his proofs of the 
legality of his denial. 


John vii. 19. Did not 19. Moses did not give 


19. OF Mwofs dé5w- 


kev vbyiv Tov vouor, Kat 
ovdels €& judy moet Tov 


Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you 
keepeth the law? Why 


you the law, and none 
of you lives according to 
the law, so how do you 


vouov; 7b pe fnretre gO yeabout to kill me? condemn me to death? 


Grokretvas; 


The first part is by no means an interrogative sentence. 
Jesus says, Moses has not given you the law of God, 
and none of you keep the law. Jesus is speaking here 
of the eternal law, of which he speaks in the sermon 
on the mount. He says, Moses did not give you the 
law; the law is given by God, and by following the law 


of Moses none of you executes the law. 


And he asks 


them on what law they base their demand to have him 


killed. 


20. "AmexplOn 6 8xXos 
kai elare, Aaiubmov execs: 
tls oe Snret amoKretvas; 


21. *AzexplOn 6 In- 
gots kal elrev avrois, 
“Ev Epyov érolyca, kal 
awdvres Oavpdacere. 

22. Ara rotro Mwofs 
Sédwxev duty THY wepiro- 
why, (obx Bre éx rod 
Mwcéws éoriv, ddX éx 
Tay warépwv,) Kal év 
caBBary mepiréuvere dy- 
Opwrov. 


John vit. 20. The peo- 

le answered and said, 

hou hast a devil: who 
goeth about to kill 
thee?4 

21, Jesus answered and 
said unto them, I have 
done one work, and ye 
all marvel. 


22. Moses therefore 
gave unto you circum- 
cision; (not because it is 
of Moses, but of the 
fathers ;) and ye on the 
sabbath day circumcise 
@ man. 


20. And the people re- 
lied to him, Thou art 
esides thyself. 


21. And Jesus an- 
swered them, I have 
made the service of God 
to be one, and at that 
you marvel. 


22, For Moses gave you 
circumcision, not be- 
cause it is from Moses, 
but from the fathers (as 
a covenant with God to 
keep the command- 
ments and the Sabbath), 
and yet you circumcise 
on a Sabbath. 
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(a) The words, Who goeth about to kill thee, I omit, 
because these words say nothing and form a contradiction 
and do not call forth any answer from Jesus, and because 
they break the sense of the words, Thou art beside thy- 
self. 

(b) épyov means serving God; & means only. The 
double accusative means here, I have made the matter 
one. 

(c) &a rodro, as in many passages in John, is used here 
as a connective. None of you fulfils the law of God, and 
here is the proof. 


The explanation of this passage, which has no meaning 
according to the exposition of the church, depends on the 
preceding verses: on this, that Moses gave you the law 
and none of you lives according to the law, and on the 
preceding verse, where Jesus says that he has made 
the worship to be one, complete, not contradictory, as 
is the law of Moses. And so he gives an example of the 
internal contradiction, which is to be found in the law of 
Moses. We must also remember that the circumcision 
has two meanings: one — external, the other —a cove- 
nant with God, like the observance of the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath was a sign of the covenant with God. Jesus 
says, Here is an example: Moses told you to cut off the 
outer flesh, so that you may be in a covenant with God. 
The covenant with God is confirmed by the observance 
of the Sabbath, and now you, in order to keep the law of 
Moses, which has for its purpose the keeping of the 
covenant with God, break the Sabbath, the covenant 
with God. 


23. El reptrouhy Aap- 
Bdver AvOpwros év caB- 
Bary, twa wh Avon 6 
vouos Muoéws, éuol yo- 
Gre Bri bdov &vOpwrov 
typ érolnoa éy oaB- 
Bary ; 


John vii. 23. If aman 
on the sabbath day re- 
ceive circumcision, that 
the law of Moses should 
not be broken; are ye 
angry at me, because I 
have made a man every 
whit wholes on the sab- 
bath day? 


23. If a man receives 
the circumcision on a 
Sabbath, that the law of 
Moses should not be 
broken, why are you 
angry at me, because I 
have made a man right 
on the Sabbath? 
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(@) vyijs means not only well, but also straight, right, 
not false. ‘Tit. ii, 8: Sound speech, that cannot be con- 
demned; that he that is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed, having no evil thing to say of us. 

The whole passage, from the beginning to the end, is, 
in our opinion, incorrectly conceived and translated. 

This is the way the church explains it (Gospel of John, 
p. 264): 


One work: The Lord did many miracles in Jerusalem on the 
first day of the passover, and of the events of the second passo- 
ver only one work is mentioned,—the miracle which was the 
cause of the accusation preferred against him for breaking the 
law on the Sabbath. 

Ye all marvel: Since I determined to do that on a Sabbath, 
thus, in your opinion, offending the law about the Sabbath, you 
marvel, are troubled and excited, and start a persecution against 
me; you press me hard and seek to kill me. The conception of 
surprise here includes the conception of an unfavourable relation 
to him who roused the surprise. But, continues the Lord, if I, 
according to your thinking, have once broken the law of Moses, 
you break it constantly, and I will prove it to you, and the Lord 
proceeds to disclose the idea which is in general terms expressed 
in Verse 19. The words, Moses gave unto you circumcision, 
correspond to the words, Did not Moses give you the law? etc., 
the same Moses who gave you the law in general, and among 
others the law about the Sabbath, gave you also the law of cir- 
cumcision. The words, And ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a 
man, correspond to the words, None of you keepeth the law, that 
is, on the basis of the law of circumcision you break the law of 
the Sabbath, when you circumcise the new-born on the Sabbath. 
The Lord is pointing to a fact of common occurrence in the life 
of the Jews, which was that, if the eighth day, on which the 
law demanded that the new-born boy be circumcised, fell on a 
Sabbath, every father broke the law of the Sabbath, in order to 
observe the law of circumcision. In this manner, concludes the 
Lord, if you break the law of the Sabbath for the sake of observ- 
ing the law of circumcision, and do not consider yourselves as 
lawbreakers, why do you think that I broke the Sabbath, when I 
did a much higher act than circumcision, when I made a man 
whole on the Sabbath? 
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Do you suppose that making a man whole is a lesser act than 
cutting off the outer flesh of the new-born boy? 

In order to comprehend this comparison of the circumcision 
with the miracle of healing, performed by the Lord, we must 
remember that in either case there is a physical action and a 
spiritual reaction, — the entrance of the circumcised into the 
society of the chosen of God. In the healing the physical action 
is a complete reéstablishment of the physical health; the spiri- 
tual reaction is the sanctification of the whole man (Go and sin 
no more, v. 14). In either case the healing is higher than the 
circumcision, and the actions of the Lord are thus fully justified. 

Thus the fundamental moral principle, on which this defensive 
speech of the Lord is based, is the same which is briefly and 
decidedly expressed by him on another occasion: The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the sabbath (Mark xi. 27). 

By dint of this principle the law of the Sabbath is broken 
whenever a more important work is to be accomplished, though 
the permission to do so may not be directly expressed in the law. 
If you must circumcise on the Sabbath, do so, and do not con- 
sider yourselves breakers of the law; I did on the Sabbath a 
more important work than circumcision, so why do you consider 
me a breaker of the law of the Sabbath, and persecute me, and 
seek to kill me? 

The remark made by the Lord concerning the circumcision, 
that it is not from Moses, but from the fathers, still more 
strengthens its idea. The law of the Sabbath is so important 
that it entered into the decalogue (the fourth commandment), 
while the law of circumcision does not form part of the deca- 
logue ; it was transmitted from the fathers, that is, the patri- 
archs, and Moses only once mentions it in afew words. Thus, 
the most important law, which entered into the decalogue, is 
broken in the practice of the Jews for the sake of observing 
a law which did not enter into the decalogue. Why, then, 
accuse me of breaking the law of the Sabbath, since on the 
Sabbath I did a more important work than circumcision, and 
those who break the Sabbath for the sake of the latter do not 
consider themselves breakers of the law? 


Reuss (Vol. VI., pp. 201 and 202): 


Voici en deux mots le sens du raisonnement contenu dans les 
derniéres lignes de notre texte: “La guérison du paralytique, 
opérée pendant le sabbat, a causé parmi vous un étonnement tel, 
que vous en avez méme voulu 4 mavie. Mais il y a des choses 
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qui priment le sabbat (Marc ii. 27). Ainsi la circoncision, 
instituée longtemps avant Moise, se pratique & jour fixe, le hui- 
tiéme aprés la naissance de |’enfant, sans égard au sabbat. Or, 
qu’est-ce que la circoncision, en comparaison de la guérison d’un 
homme malade de tous ses membres? Qu’est-ce qu’une con- 
sécration rituelle, en comparaison d’un acte de bienfaisance? 
Qu’est-ce que la chair en comparaison de l’esprit?” Le rai- 
sonnement est moins populaire que celui conservé par les Synop- 
tiques (Matth. xii. 11. Luc xiv. 5, etc.), mais il répond mieux 
a la circonstance, en tant qu'il s’agissait pour Jésus de s’autoriser 
de la loi méme pour justifier son acte. 

Il y a cependant un peu d’obscurité dans l’exposé de l’argu- 
ment, et les éditions mémes s’en sont ressenties. Le texte vul- 
gaire, que nous suivons ici, commence le v. 22 par les mots: 
C’est pour cela que, tandis que les modernes rattachent ces mots 
au verset précédent : vous vous étonnez a@ cause de cela. Cette 
derniére combinaison parait plus simple, mais elle est contraire & 
Vusage constant de l’auteur, qui met réguliérement ces mots en 
téte de ses phrases, et jamais & la fin (Chap. v. 16, 18; vi. 65; 
viii. 47, etc.). Ici ils doivent insinuer que c’est a dessein que 
Moise a conservé l’antique institution de la circoncision, comme 
telle, et sans y déroger au profit du sabbat, afin de faire ressortir 
la supériorité de la premiere. Jésus voulant mettre la guérison 
quwil a opérée sur la méme ligne que la circoncision, comme 
quelque chose de supérieur au sabbat, indique ce but par 
Vadverbe en question placé en téte de son raisonnement. Avec 
Vautre ponctuation, le v. 22 est isolé du reste et le fil de Vargu- 
mentation est perdu. 


Philologically such a translation is impossible, and 
what comes of this translation and of these interpreta- 
tions? Jesus begins his discourse by saying that he 
does not teach from himself, but from God, and that 
he who does the will of God knows whether what he 
does is true or not. Then he says that it is not Moses 
who gave the eternal law, and that none of them lives 
according to the law, and he asks why they want to kill 
him. They say, No, we do not want to kill thee. And 
he answers (according to the interpretation of the church), 
You want to kill me because I healed one on a Sabbath, 
but the Sabbath is not important; and here is interpolated 
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a still more irrelevant detail about this, that it was not 
Moses, but the fathers, who gave the circumcision. You 
yourselves break the Sabbath, and it is more important 
to heal a man. And immediately after this excursus, 
which is out of season and out of reason, he says, Do 
not judge by appearances, but in truth. And immedi- 
ately after that he says, You know me, but you do not 
know him who has sent me, etc., and he continues the 
same speech. 

Involuntarily the question rises what sense there is 
in speaking in such a rambling fashion, and in uttering 
things which are quite useless and which break the train 
of thought and descend from high truths to base polemics. 

In the proper translation nothing of the kind takes 
place, and these verses directly continue the same thought 
and are connected with the subsequent discourse. Jesus 
says, Not Moses gave you the law, but God, and you do 
not observe the law, why, then, do you want to kill me? 
They say, Because thou art beside thyself. He says, I 
made the worship to be one, I gave you the one law, 
which is not contradictory, and that seems strange to 
you. And yet you do not marvel that Moses gave you 
the law, to be in a covenant with God, and that, though 
one of the chief conditions of the covenant with God is 
the keeping of the Sabbath, you circumcise on the Sab- 
bath, in order to keep the law of Moses. Why, then, do 
you marvel that I made a man completely free and right 
on a Sabbath? Judge not by the letter, but by the spirit. 
And he continues his speech, Do not ask who I am, but 
who he is who has sent the man, etc. 


24. Mh xplvere car’ 
Yi, GAA THY Sixalayv 


John vii. 24. Judge 
not according to the 
appearance, but judge 


24. Do not judge ac- 
cording to ‘the appear- 
ance, but in truth. 


Kpltow xplvare. 

25. “EXeyov ody rives 
ék Tv ‘Tepocodumr ay, 
Odx otrés éoriv dy &- 
TOUGLY GTOKTELVaL ; 


righteous judgment.¢ 

25. Then said some of 
them of Jerusalem, Is 
not this he, whom they 
seek to kill? 


25. Then some of the 
inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem said, Is this he 
whom they want to kill? 
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26. Kal te, rappnsla 
Aare?, Kal ovdev aiTG 
Aéyouor. unmore adnbes 
éyvwoay ot dpxovres, bre 
ovrés éorw addnOds 6 
Xpiords ; 

27.’ ANAG TodTOv ofda- 
pev 1b0ev early: 6 dé Xpi- 
ards brav €pxerat, ovdels 
yuwooKe mbev early: 

28. *Expatev ody év TG 
iep@ Siddoxwy 6 Inoois, 
kal Néywr, Kae otdare, 
kal oldare 1édev efi: Kal 
dm éuavTod ovk édjdvba, 
GN ~otw adnOivds 6 
méupyas pe, dv ters ovK 
ol6are: 

29. "Eye 6 ofda av- 
Tov, dre wap avrod elul, 
Kdketvos ue dmréoTevnev. 

80. ’Egjrouy ody av- 
Tov midoa Kal ovdels 
éréBadev éx avrov Thy 
XElpa, re ovrw EXnvOer 
7 pa avrod. 

31. IloAdolt dé éx Tod 
bx dou érlorevoar els ad- 
Tov, Kal @deyov, “Ore 6 
Xpiords bray €Oy, are 
mrelova onueta TovTwy 
Tounoes Gv ovTos éroln- 
oev; 

82. "Hxovoar of api- 
caior ToD Bxdov yoyyv- 
fovros wept avrov Tatra: 
kal dméorevday of Papi- 
gato. Kal of dpxcepets 
brnpéras, Wa midowoww 
avrév. 

33. Eimev ody adrots 6 
"Inoods, “Ere uixpov xpb- 
vov ped wey elu, Kal 
timdyw mpds Tov méu- 
Ward pe. 

34. Znrhoeré we, kal 
ov~x evtphoete: Kal Srrov 
elul eyo, duels od dUva- 
oO éNOety. 


26. But, lo, he speaketh 
boldly, and they say noth- 
ing unto him. Do the 
rulers know indeed that 
this is the very Christ? 


27. Howbeit we know 
this man whence he is: 
but when Christ cometh, 
no man knoweth whence 
he is. 


28. Then cried Jesus 
in the temple as he 
taught, saying, Ye both 
know me, and ye know 
whence Iam: and I am 
not come of myself, but 
he that sent me is true, 
whom ye know not. 


29. But I know him; 
for I am from him, and 
he hath sent me, 


30. Then they sought 
to take him: but no 
man laid hands on him, 
because his hour was not 
yet come. 


31, And many of the 
people believed on him, 
and said, When Christ 
cometh, will he do more 
miracles than these 
which this man hath 
done? 


32. The Pharisees heard 
that the people mur- 
mured such things con- 
cerning him; and the 
Pharisees and the chief 
priests sent officers to 
take him, 


33. Then said Jesus 
unto them, Yet a little 
while am I with ‘you, 
and then I go unto him 
that sent me. 


34. Ye shall seek me, 
and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither 
ye cannot come. 
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26. He speaks openly, 
and they do not answer 
him. Have not the rulers 
acknowledged him to be 
the anointed one? 


27. The only thing is 
we know this man. 
When the anointed one 
comes, no man _ will 
know whence he comes. 


28. And teaching in 
the temple, Jesus said 
loudly, You know me, 
and you know whence I 
come; but I do not come 
of myself: he who has 
sent me is true, and him 
you do not know. 


29. I know him; I 
know that I am from 
him and that he has 
sent me. 

30. They wanted to 
overcome him, but could 
not vanquish him, for 
it was not yet to be. 


31. And many of the 
people believed in his 
teaching, and_ said, 
When Christ comes, he 
will hardly prove better 
than this one. 


Py 


32. The Pharisees heard 
that the people were dis- 
turbed about his teach- 
ing; and the Pharisees 
and chief priests sent 
servants to take him. 


33. And Jesus said, 
Only for a short time do 
I walk with you and 
lead you to him who has 
sent me. 


34. You will seek argu- 
ments against me, and 
you will not find them; 
and whither I go you 
cannot come, 
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85. Eloy oby ol ’Iov- 
Savor mpds éavrods, Mod 
otros uédeu Tropever Gat, 
Sre Hels ovX evpjoopmev 
airév; uh els THY dia- 
omopav Tay ‘ENAijvwr 
wédrec topeverOar, Kal 
SvddoKey Tovs” EAAnvas ; 

86. Ths éoriv otros 6 
Abyos dv ele, Znrhoeré 
pe, Kal ovdx evpyoere’ 
kal 81rov elul éyo, duels 
od dvvacbe éOety ; 

387. Ev dérp éoxdryn 
huepe TH peyddy Tis 
éoptis elorhixee 6 In- 
gous, kal éxpate Néywr, 
"Edy ris dua, épxécbw 
mpos me Kal mivéTa* 

88. ‘O micretwr els 
éue, Kabds elrev 7 
ypaph, morauol éx THs 
Kowlas avrod pedcovow 
UdaTos (Gros. 

39. Todro dé etre rept 
rod Ilveduaros ob eued- 
ov AauBdvev of m- 
orevovres eis avrdy: 
otrw yap hv IIvedua 
“Ayuv, bre 6 “Inoots 
ovdérw ed0kdcOn. 

40. IloNXot oby éx rob 
BxAov dkovcavTes TOV 
Abyov Edeyorv, Otréds 
éoriv ddnOGs 6 mpop7- 
TNS. 

41. “ANNo @deyor, 
Oirés éori 6 Xpiorés. 
Gro. 6é Edeyov, My 
yap ék THs Tandwdalas 6 
Xpuords Epxerat; 

42. Ovxi 7 ypadh 
elrrev, Srt éx TOD om épua- 
tos AaBld, kal ard By- 
Odeeu, THs KwuNS Sov Hy 
AaBld, 6 Xpicrds Epyxe- 
TAL; 

43. Zyloua obv éev7@ 
BxAw eyévero Su adrév. 


35. Then said the Jews 
among themselves, 
Whither will he go, 
that we shall not find 
him? will he go unto 
the dispersed among 
the Gentiles, and teach 
the Gentiles? 


36. What manner of 
saying is this that he 
said, Ye shall seek me, 
and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither 
ye cannot come? 


37. In the last day, 
that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, If any 
man _ thirst, him 
come unto and 
drink. 


38. He that believeth 
on me, as the Scripture 
hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of 
living water (Isaiah xii. 
3; Joeliii. 18). 


39. (But this spake he 
of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him 
should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost¢ was not yet 
given; because that Je- 
sus was not yet glori- 
fied.)e 


40. Many of the peo- 
pe therefore, when they 

eard this saying, said, 
Of a truth this is the 
Prophet. 


41. Others said, This 
is the Christ. But some 
said, Shall Christ come 
out of Galilee? 


42. Hath not the 
Scripture said, That 
Christ cometh of the 
seed of David, and out 
of the town of Bethle- 
hem, where David was? 


43, So there was a 
division among the peo- 
ple because of him. 
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35. And the Jews said, 
Whither will he go, that 
we shall not find him? 
Does he want to go to 
the Greeks and teach 
them? 


36. What does it mean 
You will seek and will 
not find, and you will 
not come whither I go? 


37. On the last chief 
day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and spoke loudly, 
If any man is thirsty 
let him come to me an 
drink. 


38. He who believes in 
my teaching, as the 
Scripture has said, out 
of his belly will flow 
rivers of living water. 


39. This he spoke of 
the spirit of God, which 
they who believed in 
him would receive; for 
the spirit was not yet, 
because Jesus was not 
yet understood. 


40. Many of the people, 
having understood his 
teaching, said, He igs 
truly a prophet. 


41. Others said, This 
is the chosen one of God. 
Some said, Shall the 
chosen one come out of 
Galilee? 


42. The Scripture says 
that he is of the seed of 
David, and out of the 
village of Bethlehem. 


43. And there was a 
division among the peo- 
ple because of him, 
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44. Tues 5 #Oedov 
€& atrav midoa avroy, 
GAN ovdels éréBadev er’ 
avtov Tas xElpas. 

45. “Hop ofp of barn- 
pérat pos Tovs apx.epeis 
kal Bapicatous: kal elroy 
avrots éxetvor, Aart ovx 
nyayere avbrov ; 

46. *ArexpiOncay ol 
barnpérat, Ovdérore otj- 
Tws édMddnoev dvOpwros, 
ws otros 6 dvOpwros. 

47. ’AmexplOnoav odv 
abrots of Papicaton, Mh 
kal vets remA\dunode ; 

48. My tus ék trav 
apxovtwv érlorevoer eis 
aurov, } ék Tv Papi- 
calwy; 

49. AN 6 bxXos ob- 
Tos, 0 uh ywwwoKwy Tov 
vouov, émixardparol lor. 

50. Aéyec Nuxddnuos 
mpods avrovs, 6 éav 
vuxTos mpds avrov, els 
Ov €& atror, 

51. My 6 véuos nudy 
Kplvec Tov &vOpwroy, éav 
ph axoton map avrod 
mpbrepov, Kal yr rh 
TOL ; 

52. ’AmexplOnoav Kal 
elrov ait@, Mi Kal od 
éx THs Tadivalas ef; 
épedvncov Kat We, bre 
mpopyntns éx THs Tane- 
Aalas odk éyryyeprat. 

53. Kal éropev0n Exa- 
aTos els Tov oikov atrov. 


44. And some of them 
would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands 
on him. 


45. Then came the 


officers to the chief 
priests and Pharisees; 
and they said unto 
them, Why have ye not 
brought him? 

46.. The officers an- 
swered, Never man 


spake like this man.g¢ 


47. Then answered 
them the Pharisees, Are 
ye also deceived? 


»48. Have any of the 
rulers or of the Phari- 
sees believed on him? 


49. But this people who 
knoweth not the law are 
cursed. 


50. Nicodemus saith 
unto them, (he that 
came to Jesus by night, 
being one of them,) 


51. Doth our law judge 
any man, before it hear 
him, and know what he 
doeth? 


52. They answered and 
said unto him, Art thou 
also of Galilee? Search, 
and look: for out of Gal- 
ilee ariseth no prophet. 


53. And every man 
went unto his own 
house, 
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44. Some of them 
wanted to overcome him 
but no one vanquished 
him. 


45. Then the servants 
came to the priests, and 
the priests said, Why 
have you not taught 
him? 


46. The servants re- 
plied, No manever spoke 
like this one. 


47. And the Pharisees 
said, Have you, too, 
erred? 


48. For none of the 
rulers and none of the 
Pharisees believe in 
him. 


49. But this rabble, 
accursed people, does 
not know the law. 


50. Nicodemus said to 
them (it was he who had 
come to Jesus in the 
night, and he was with 
them): 

51. Does our law allow 
us to condemn a man 
without learning first 
how he teaches? 


52. They answered him, 
Art thou also of Galilee? 
Search in the law, and 
see whether there can be 
a prophet out of Galilee. 


53. And all went home. 


(a) These words are directly connected with Verse 19, 
which is, that it is not Moses who taught you the law, and 
nobody fulfils the law. He who will judge not by appear- 
ances but by the essence of the thing will understand it. 


(0) e&jrovy midoat and ovdels éréBare avrtor. 


Both 


expressions may have the direct meaning to take hum by 
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force, or the transferred meaning to overcome him im dts- 
pute and vanquish him with arguments. The second is 
more closely connected with what follows. 

(c) Jesus says, You will dispute with me, and will not 
find anything. You must not dispute, but fulfil, do, fol- 
low me, then you will know whether it is true. 

(d) In the majority of texts Gyov is wanting. 

(e) do0€afoua, like tapadkauBdvw, does not mean to 
glorify, but to acknowledge, to understand. 

(f) ayo has the meaning of to teach. 

(g) The answer of the servants of the priests shows 
that they were not police officers, but assistants of the 
priests in the interpretation of the laws, and that they 
tried to vanquish him with words. 


Jesus does not go to celebrate the holiday, for he denies 
all holidays and all external worship ; but he comes in the 
middle of the feast, not to celebrate it, but to speak with 
the people. And, entermg the temple, he teaches the 
people to serve God in the spirit, and they marvel at his 
teaching, and wonder how he, an unlearned man, can 
know all this. He says, This teaching is not mine, but 
God’s, the spirit’s. When he is asked for the proofs of 
the truth of his teaching, he says that there is one thing 
to prove the justice of what he is teaching: You must 
try to do the will of God the Father, and then you will 
know whether it is true, or whether it is an invention. 

But the will is known to everybody: it is expressed 
by Jesus in his preaching, where he says that God is 
spirit, that no one has ever seen him, that the worship 
of the Jews is a deception, that the spirit of God is 
intelligible in man only. 

To the objections made to him concerning the law of 
Moses, Jesus replies that it is not Moses who gave the 
law, but God, and that they do not understand the law. 
To exemplify the relation of his teaching to the law, he 
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tells them that the chief law consists in the communion 
with God, which Moses commanded men to express by 
the circumcision. The covenant is the main thing, but the 
execution of the whole written law is contradictory. And 
he adduces as an example the case of the circumcision per- 
formed on the Sabbath. If, he says, the circumcision is 
performed on the Sabbath, we must understand that the 
chief and least important in the law is the covenant. 

In my teaching the chief thing is to serve God by 
deeds. They do not understand him, and dispute with 
him, as to whether he is the Messiah, or not. It seems 
to them that he is not, for’ they know him, and no one 
will know the Messiah. And Jesus cries to them, You 
say that you will not know him who is sent by God. 
You do not know him: you know only me, the son of 
the carpenter; but you do not know him who within me 
speaks of God. And he is Christ, the chosen one of God, 
and promised to you, — there is no other, and there will 
be none. Even now I lead you to the Father. Follow 
me and do not trouble yourselves about finding out who I 
am. If you do, you will not understand the Father. 
Follow me,—TI have revealed the true life to you: so 
come to me, and commune with this life. It is like 
spring water: it will never be exhausted. 

The words of Jesus Christ convinced many who had 
no learning; but the priests and high priests said, This 
accursed rabble does not know the law. They believe 
anything which they are told. Nicodemus said, But 
ought we not to understand what he is saying? He 
may be telling the truth. 

Impossible, said the Pharisees, for he is from Galilee. 
The learned repeated what the Jews had told Christ, 
what the churches have been saying for eighteen hundred 
years, namely, that according to the prophecies the son 
of God would come in a certain place, under definite con- 
ditions; and they did not hear what Jesus cried to them, 


24 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


You know me and whence I came. But I did not come 
in my own name, and true is he who sent me, and you do 
not know him. And that is all you need know. If you 
do not know that, that is, God within yourselves, you can- 
not help but not know me. If I said that I am Christ, 
you would believe me; but you would not believe God 
who is within you. Only by believing God through me 
will you be able to understand God who is within you. 

John viti. 12. Then 


12. Idd ody 6 'In- 12. Another time Jesus 


govs avrots éXddnoe )é- 
ywr, Ey elu 7d pas 
Tov Kéapou: 6 dkodovday 
éuol od} ph mwepirarhoe 
év 7H oxorla, adn eee 
Td POs THS (wis. 


spake Jesus again unto 
them, saying, I am the 
light of the®world: he 
that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light 
of life. 


said, I am the light of 
the world. He who will 
follow me will not walk 
in the darkness, but will 
have the light of life. 


John i. 4. In him is life, and life is the light of men. 


In this place we find what by all critics is recognized to 
be an interpolation of the history of the harlot’s pardon; 
but the didactic part of the discourse is a continuation of 
the preceding chapter. The peculiarity of speech in this 
chapter is this, that before this Jesus addressed the 


people, while now he addresses the Pharisees. 

After the conversation of the Pharisees with the serv- 
ants, it must be assumed that they themselves entered 
into a discussion with Jesus. 


13. Eirov ody aire 
ol Papicato, Bd mepl 
geavrod § aprupetss 7 
paptupla cov ovK gory 
arnOys: 

14. ’ AmexplOn ’Incods 
kal elev avrois, Kay éya 
BMaptup® mepl éuavrod, 
adnO7s éoriv 7% waptupla 
pou: bre olda mbev Fr- 
Gov, Kal mod wbrdyw: 
duets 5é ovdk oldare wédev 
Epxouat, Kal rod brdyw. 


John viii. 13. The 
Pharisees therefore said 
unto him, Thou bearest 
record of thyself; thy 
record is not true. 


14. Jesus answered 
and said unto them, 
Though I bear record of 
myself, yet my record is 
true: for I know whence 
I came, and whither I 
go; but ye cannot tell 
whence I come, and 
whither I go. 


13. And the Pharisees 
said to him, Thou bear- 
est witness of thyself, 
and so thy testimony is 
not true. 


14. And Jesus replied 
to them, Though I bear 
witness of myself, my 
testimony is true, for J 
know whence I came, 
and whither I lead: it is 
you only who do not 
know whence I come 
and whither I lead. 
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15. ‘Yyets xara rhv 
odpxa Kplvere> eye ov 
kplyw ovdéva, 

16. Kai éay xpivw de 
eyo, 7 Kplows 4 éuh adf- 
Ons éoriv: bru pdvos ovK 
elul, GAN eyo Kat 6 méu- 
Was we rarnp. 

17. Kai év r@ voup 
62 7G bweréow yéypar- 
Tat, 8rt dvo dvOpdrwy 7 
pMaptupla adnOjs éoriv. 

18. "Eyd elu 6 waprv- 
pav wept éuavrod, kal 
paptupet mept éuod 6 
méuwas me warp. 

19. “Eneyov ody adr, 
Tlot éoriv 6 rarip cov; 
dmexplOn 6’Inoois, Ove 
éue oldare, ore roy 1a- 
tTépa pou ef éué dere, 
kal Tov marépa ov 
noere dy. 


20. Tatra ra pyuara 
é€\ddAnoev 6 “Incods év 
Te yagopuraklw, didd- 
oxwv év TO lep@- Kal 
ovdels érlacev at’rov, bre 
otrw édndvOeu 7 Spa av- 
Tov. 

21. Hirev ofy radu 
abvrois 6 “Inaots, "Eya 
trdyw, kal (nrjoeré pe, 
kal év 7H apaptla buoy 
admo0avetabe: 81rov éyw 
vrayw, vuels od Svvacbe 
éOety. 


22. "Bdeyov ov ol 
"Tovdator, Mare daroxre- 
vet éauvTdv, Ore Héyet, 
“Orrov eye trdyw, bpyels 
ov Svvacbe éNOety ; 

23. Kal eizev avrois, 
‘Yuets x TSv katw éore, 
eyo ék Trav dvw elpl- 
duets éx Tod Kbopov Tod- 
tou éoré, éyd ovx elul 
ék Tod Kbopov Tovrou. 


15. Ye judge after the 
flesh; I judges no man. 


16. And yet if I judge, 
my judgment is true: 
for I am not alone, but 
I and the Father that 
sent me.d 


17. It is also written in 
your law, that the testi- 
mony of two men is true, 


18. Iam one that bear 
witness of myself, and 
the Father that sent me 
beareth witness of me. 


19. Then said they 
unto him, Where is 
thy Father? Jesus an- 
swered, Ye neither 
know me, nor my 
Father: if ye had known 
me, ye should have 
known my Father also.¢ 


20. These words spake 
Jesus in the treasury, as 
he taught in the temple: 
and no man laid hands 
on him; for his hour 
was not yet come.¢ 


21. Then said Jesus 
again unto them, I go 
my way, and ye shall 
seek me, and shall die 
in your sins: whither I 
go, ye cannot come, 


22. Then said the Jews, 
Will he kill himself? be- 
cause he saith, Whither 
I go, ye cannot come. 


23. And he said unto 
them, Ye are from be- 
neath; I am from above: 
ye are of this world; I 
am not of this world. 
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15. You judge after 
the flesh; but I judge 
no man. 


16. And if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I 
am not alone, —there is 
also the Father who sent 
me. 


17. It ig also written in 
your law, that the testi- 
mony of two men is suf- 
ficient. 


18. I bear witness of 
myself, and the Father 
who sent me bears wit- 
ness of me. 


19. The Jews said to 
him, Who is this Father 
of thine? And Jesus 
said to them, You do 
not know me, and you 
do not know my Father. 
If you knew me, you 
would know my Father. 


20. These words Jesus 
spoke near the treasury 
in the temple, and no 
man overcame him; for 
evidently his time had 
not yet come. 


21. And again Jesus 
said to them, I lead, and 
you will discuss who I 
am, and through your 
error you will die. You 
will not go whither I 
lead. 


22. And the Jews said, 
Does he mean to kill 
himself? For he said, 
You will not go whither 
I lead. 


23. And he said to 
them, You are from be- 
neath, but I am from 
above. You are of this 
world, but I am not of 
this world. 
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24, Etrov ody duty 
drt dmobavetcbe év Tats 
apuaptlais Yudy: éav yap 
bh motevonre bri éyw 


24. I said therefore un- 
to you, that ye shall die 
in your sins: for if ye 
believe not that I am he, 
ye shall die in your sins. 
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24, I said that you will 
die in your errors if you 
do not trust in me, 


elt, amrobavetabe év Tals 
auaptlas buav. 

25. *Edeyor ody are, 
Xv rls ef; Kal elev av- 
tos 6 Incods, Thy dpxnv 
& re kal AAAG uly. 


25. Then said they un- 
to him, Who art thou? 
And Jesus saith unto 
them, Even the same 
that I said unto you 
from the beginning.s 


25. Then they said to 
him, Who art thou? 
And Jesus said to them 
First of all lam what t 
tell you. 


(a) That xpivw here means to judge, condemn, is con- 
firmed by the object ovdéva. 

(6) In reply to the question, why his teaching is true, 
Jesus gives as the first proof, that if a man would do what 
he says, he would find out that his teaching is true; as 
the second proof of the truth he advances this, that he 
explains whence comes the soul of man, and whither it 
goes, while they do not know. 

(c) In many texts Verses 15 and 16 are omitted. 
They add nothing, and only make the discourse obscure. 

(d) As the third proof of the truth of his teaching, 
Jesus states that its truth is attested by two witnesses: 
by man himself, and by his Father, — God. 

The Jews ask, Who is thy father? The trouble is, you 
do not know your Father; you do not know your origin. 
If you knew, everything would be clear to you. He says 
the same that he told Nicodemus, that the foundation of 
everything is the understanding as to whence life, the 
soul of man, comes. 

(e) Many texts have not avrod. 

(/) Iam what I told you about in the beginning —I 
am the light and the comprehension, or, I am what I tell 
you; I am my teaching, I am the way and the truth, as 
it says farther down. 

There follows Verse 26: I have many things to say, 
and to judge of you; but he that sent me is true; and 
I speak to the world those things which I have heard of 
him. This verse has no clear meaning. 
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This is what the church has to say about it (Gospel of 
John, p. 297): 


I have many things to say, etc: The utterance of the preceding 
verse is called forth by the question of the Jews, which inter- 
rupted the Lord’s speech. Immediately after the answer to the 
proposed question, the Lord continues his discourse from Verses 
21-24. He expressed to the people the bitter truth about their 
sad moral condition and proclivities, telling them what all that 
would bring them to, and now he continues that speech, telling 
them that he has much to tell them about the moral condition 
of the people, and to judge of them, to disclose before their eyes 
the whole abyss of their moral degradation, the whole weight 
of their responsibility before the judgment of God. But, con- 
tinues the Lord, no matter how hard it is for you to hear all this, 
and for me to accuse you, and still more to rouse you against me, 
I must do so and will tell you everything, for he who has sent 
me is the truth itself, and I must tell the truth which I heard 
from him. 

They understood not, etc.: The evangelist’s remark as to the 
relation of the hearers to the meaning of Jesus’ discourse. This 
lack of comprehension seems terrible after what the Lord has 
been saying all the time about him who sent him, for formerly 
they seem to have understood similar utterances of his. No 
doubt those who frequently heard the Lord, even his enemies, 
now understood his utterances, though only in an external 
manner, but the crowd which surrounded him did not under- 
stand him, and it is of this crowd that the evangelist speaks. 
This is the reason why the Lord goes on to speak directly of the 
Father as having sent him. 


This is what Reuss has to say (Vol. VI, pp. 212 and 
213): 


On ne saisit pas bien, & premiére vue, l’enchainement logique 
des quelques phrases mises dans la bouche de Jésus en réponse & 
cette nouvelle question des Juifs. Aussi les interprétes ont-ils 
essayé des combinaisons trés-variées et qui n’arrivent guére & 
écarter toute espéce d’obscurité. Voici comment nous compre- 
nons la liaison des éléments réunis dans les y. 25 et 26. A la 
question: Qui es-tu? Jésus répond seulement par ces mots: Je 
suis ce que je vous dis; en d’autres termes: je n’ai pas besoin 
de le dire de nouveau, je l’ait dit suffisamment. L’adverbe tout 
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d’abord, n’est pas l’équivalent de la phrase: “depuis le com- 
mencement,” car il ne se lie pas avec la fin, comme on le prend 
ordinairement (“je suis ce que je vous ai dit dés l’abord ”), mais il 
est placé en téte, de maniére 4 dire: La premiére et seule réponse 
a donner, c’est, etc. C’est une espéce de fin de non recevoir, un 
refus de revenir & des explications désormais superflues, une 
espéce de question préalable. Puis il ajoute par antithése : C’est 
de vous que j’ai a parler; ce serait la, pour vous, une préoccupa- 
tion plus importante. La théorie a été établie, il serait temps 
que vous en fissiez l’application; car ce que j’ai a dire de vous, 
c’est en méme temps un jugement, une critique, un avertissement 
sérieux et sévére. Cela est d’autant plus nécessaire que vous 
n’en tenez pas compte, vous le négligez, comme si cela ne vous 
regardait pas: et pourtant je ne suis que l’interpréte de l’autorité 
la plus élevée, du juge supréme (Chap. v. 30; vili. 15, 16), et 
je ne dis que ce qui est salutaire au monde. Nous ne traduisons 
pas: J’aurais beaucoup de choses a dire sur vous, mais je me 
borne a ce que le Pére me dicte. 


This verse adds absolutely nothing to what has been 
said before, and it not only breaks the connection of the 
thought of Verse 25 with that of Verse 27, but even 
destroys the meaning of the latter. If Verse 27, They 
understood not that he spake to them of the Father, 
stands after the words, Even the same that I said unto 
you, then it is clear that the same is the Father. But 
after Verse 26, where reference is made to him who sent, 
that is, to the Father, Verse 27 has no sense. And so 
this verse must be omitted. In the preceding verse it 
says the same as what is given later, I and the Father 
are one. He said, I am what I tell you. What he 
speaks, the Father speaks, consequently they are one. 
John viti, 28. Then 


28. Etrev ody adrots 28. And Jesus said to 


6 Inoots, “Oray wWo- 
onre Tov vidy TOU avOpa- 
mov, Tére yvuwoerbe Bri 
eyo elu: Kal am euav- 
Tov mod ovdévy, adda 
Kaus édldaké we 6 raryp 
Hou, Tata NaN. 


said Jesus unto them, 
When ye have lifted up 
the Son of man, then 
shall ye know that I am 
he, and that I do noth- 
ing of myself; but as 
my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things. 


them, When you have 
lifted up the son of man, 
then you will know what 
Iam. I do nothing of 
myself; but as my Fa- 
ther has taught me, so I 
speak. 
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29. Kal 6 méupas pe 
per éuod oti: ovk 
apne we movov 6 mari, 
ore eye Ta dpecTa avrg 
TOO TAaVTOTE. 

30. Taira atrod da- 
Rodvros toddol érlarev- 
cav els avrév. 

81. “Edeyev ody 6 ’In- 
cos mpos Tovs TemioTEU- 
kéras ait@ ” Iovdalous, 
"Hav tpets welvnre év TG 
Abyw, TE eu@ adds 
pabnratl wou éoré: 

32. Kal yvdoecrbe rv 
adnbeav, Kal h ad7Gea 
édevdepwoe duds. 

83. ’AsexplOnoay av- 
7@, Zmépua ABpadu 
éopuev, Kal ovdevt dedov- 
AevKapev mwtoTe: Ws 
od déyeis, “Ore édedOepor 
yevnoes Ge ; 

34. "AmexplOn avrois 
6 "Inoots, “Auhy dunv 
Aéyw wtuiv, bre mas 6 
mov Thy duaptlav dov- 
Nos éore THs duaprlas. 

35. ‘O dé doddos od 
péver év TH olkla els Tov 
aldva: 6 vlds péver els 
Tov al@va. 

86. "Eav ody 6 vids 
buds édevOepdoy, brvTws 
éevOepot Evea Ge. 

87. Oida Srl orépua 
*ABpadu éore GAA fn- 
retré we amokretvat, dre 
6 Abyos 6 éuds ob XwpEt 
éy buiv. 

88. “Eyd 6 éw&paxa 
mapa T® matpt pou, 
AaAG: Kal els ody 6 
éwpdkare mapa TP Ta- 
Tpl duay, To.etre. 

89. ’ArexplOnoav Kat 
elrov atr@, ‘O marhp 
tuay “ABpadu  éore. 
Aéyet adrois 6 Ingobs, 


29. And he that sent 
me is with me: the 
Father hath not left me 
alone; for I do always 
EN things that please 

im. 


30. As he spake these 
NN many believed on 
im. 


31. Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which be- 
lieved on him, If ye con- 
tinue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples in- 
deed; 


32. And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. 


33, They answered 
him,« We be Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in 
bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye 
shall be made free? 


34. Jesus answered 
them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Whoso- 
ever committeth sin is 
the servant of sin. 


35. And the servant 
abideth not in the house 
for ever: but the Son 
abideth ever. 


36. If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.« 


37. I know that ye are 
Abraham’s seed; but ye 
seek to kill me, because 
my word hath no place 
in you. 


38. I speak that which 
I' have seen with my 
Father: and ye do that 
which ye have seen with 
your father. 


39. They answered and 
said unto him, Abraham 
is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them, If ye 
were Abraham’s chil- 
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29. And he who sent 
me is with me. The 
Father has not left me 
alone; for I do always 
and everywhere what 
pleases him. 


30. And when he said 
this, many believed in 
his teaching. 


31, Then Jesus said to 
those who believed in 
him, If you are firm in 
my comprehension, you 
will be taught by me, 


32. And you will know 
the truth, and the truth 
will make you free. 


33. They answered 
him, We are of Abra- 
ham’s nation, and were 
never anybody’s slaves. 
How, then, dost thou 
say that thou wilt make 
us free? 


34. And Jesus. an- 
swered them, You know 
yourselves that every 
man who makes mis- 
takes becomes the slave 
of mistakes. 


35. But the slave does 
not always remain in 
the family, but the son 
always. 


36. If, therefore, the 
son will free you, you 
will be free indeed. 


37. I know that you 
are of Abraham’s tribe; 
but you want to kill me, 
because my comprehen- 
sion has no place in you. 


38. I speak what I 
have comprehended of 
my Father; and you do 
what you have compre- 
hended of your father. 


39. And they said to 
him, Abraham is our 
father. Jesus said to 
them, If you were Abra- 
ham’s children, you 
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El rékva rod ’ABpadu 
fre, Ta Epya Tov 
*ABpadp éroretre dv. 

40. Nov 6 ¢nretré 
pe dmoxtetvat, dvOpw- 
mov 6s Thy dadnOeayv 
duty AeAGAnKA, Hv AKov- 
oa mapa Tov Oecd: 
TovTo ABpadm ovx ézrol- 
noev. 

41. ‘Ypets moueire Ta 
épya Tod marpds buor. 
elmov ov atr@, ‘Hyuets 
éx mopvelas od yeyevv7- 
peOa: va tarépa exo- 
pev, Tov Oedby. 

42. Eirev ofv avrois 
6’Inoots, Ei 6 Geds ra- 
TH vay hy, ayaware 
dy éué eye yap ék Tov 
Gcot e&HOov Kal Hew: 
ovdé yap am éuavrod 
é\pdvOa, GAN éxetvds we 
am éoTeune. 

43. Avarl thy Nadav 
Thy éunv od YwwoKere ; 
bri od Svvacbe dKovey 
Tov Noyow Tov éuby. 

44. ‘Yuets éx marpos 
Tov diaBddov éore, kal 
Tas érOuulas TOU Tat pods 
budy Oédere rrovety. exel- 
vos avOpwroKxrévos jv 
amr dpxifs, kal év TH 
Gdnbela ox EornKer: 
Ore ovK ori adHOeva év 
ait@. Sray ary Td 
Weddos, éx Tay ldlwy Na- 
Aer Ore Wevarns éort 
kal 6 rarhp avrod. 

45. “Ey 6 bre rhy 
adjbeav Néyw, ov m- 
oTeveTé por. 

46. Tis é& budv dréy- 
xet we rept auaprtas ; ef 
62 ddAjderay Adyw, Sarl 
vets ov migTeveTé [M0L; 

47. ‘O dv ék rod Ocod 
Ta PjuaTa TOD Qeot dxov- 


dren, ye would do the 
works of Abraham, 


° 
40. But now ye seek to 
kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth, which 
I have heard of God: 
this did not Abraham. 


41. Ye do the deeds of 
your father. Then said 
they to him, We be not 
born of fornication; we 
have one father, even 
God. 


42. Jesus said unto 
them, If God were your 
Father, ye would love 
me: for I proceeded 
forth and came from 
God; neither came I of 
myself, but he sent me. 


43. Why do ye not 
understand my speech? 
even because ye cannot 
hear my word. 


44, Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye 
will do: he was a mur- 
derer from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in 
the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own: 
for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. 


45, And because I tell 
you the truth, ye believe 
me not. 


46. Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin? And 
if I say the truth, why 
do ye not believe me?¢ 


47. He that is of God 
heareth God’s words: 
ye therefore hear them 
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would serve God like 
him. 


40. But now you delib- 
erate how you may kill 
me, aman who has told 
you the truth, which I 
have heard of God. 
Abraham did not do 
this. 


41. You. serve your 
father. They said to 
him, We are not born of 
fornication: we have 
one Father, — God. 


42. Jesus said to them, 
If God were your Father, 
you would love me: for 
I proceeded from God 
and go to him. I did not 
come of myself, but he 
sent me. 


43, You do not under- 
stand my words of the 
comprehension, because 
you cannot understand 
my discussion. 


44. You are of the 
devil, and you will do 
the lust of your father: 
he was a murderer in 
the beginning, and did 
not live in the truth, 
because there is no 
truth in him. When he 
speaks, he speaks his 
own lie, and there is no 
truth in him, for he isa 
ek and the father of 

es. 


45. But when I speak 
the truth, you do not 
believe me. 


46. Who of you will 
accuse me that I am in 
error? If I say the 
truth, why do you not 
believe me? 

47. He who is of God 
understands the works 
of God. You do not 
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eu Sud ToOTO vpels ovK 
dxovere, Sri €x Tod Oeod 
ovk éoré. 

48. *AmexplOnoav odv 
of Tovdato. kat elroy ad- 
To Ov Kadds Néyouev 
quets, btu Dapyapelrys et 
ov, Kal Sayudmov exes ; 

49. ’ Arexpl0n’ Inoots, 
"Ey darudmov odk exw, 
GAG Tin Tov Tarépa 
pou, Kal buets arid tere 
be. 
50. "Ey dé od (nr 
Thy SdEav pou: oT 6 
ent Gv kal xplywr. 

51. "Auhy dauhv éyw 
tyuiv, édv tis Tov NOyor 
Tov éuov Tnphon, Idva- 
Tov od} pH Oewpjon els 
Tov aldva. 

52. Hirov ody air@ 
of “Iovdato., Nov éyvw- 
kapev Ore Saiudmov 
Zxes: “ABpadu dmrdbave 
kal of mpopyrat, kal ov 
dyes, “Edy tis Tov 
Abyov pov Tnphon, ov 
uh yeboerar Oavdrov els 
Tov aladva. 

58. My od pelfwv 
Tov marpos 7u@y ABpa- 
au, doris amébave; Kal 
of mpopjrat -arébavov: 
thlya ceavTov od roves; 

54. Amexpl6y Inoobs, 
"Hay éyw doédgw éuav- 
Tov, 7 SdEa pou ovdév 
éotiv: ore 6 Tarnp 
pov 6 doédgfwv pe, dv 
wets Aéyere Gru Oeds 
tudv éort, 

55. Kal ovk éyvwxate 
abrov, éyw dé ola av- 
Tov Kal éav elrw bre 
ovx olda atrév, ecouat 
Buoios wudrv, Wevorns: 
GN olda adrov, kal Tov 
Abyor avrod Tnpa. 


not, because ye are not 
of God. 


48. Then answered 
the Jews, and said unto 
him, Say we not well 
that thou art a Samari- 
tan, and hast a devil? 


49, Jesus answered, I 
have not a devil; but I 
honour my Father, and 
ye do dishonour me. 


60. And I seek not 
mine own glory: there 
is one that seeketh and 
judgeth.e 

51. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, If a man 
keep my peels he shall 
never see death. 


52. Then said the Jews 
unto him, Now we know 
that thou hast a devil. 
Abraham is dead, and 
the prophets; and thou 
sayest, If a man keep 
my saying, he_ shall 
never taste of death. 


53. Art thou greater 
than our father Abra- 
ham, which is dead? 
and the prophets are 
dead: whom wmakest 
thou thyself? 


54. Jesus answered, If 
I honour myself, my 
honour is nothing: it is 
my Father that honour- 
eth me; of whom ye say, 
that he is your God: 


55. Yet ye have not 
known him; but I know 
him:f and if I should 
say, I know him not, 
I shall be a liar like unto 
you: but I know him, 
and keep his saying. 
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hear, because you are 
not of God. 


48. And the Jews re- 
plied to him, Did we not 
say right that thou art 
amad Samaritan ? 


49. Jesus answered, I 
am not mad; but I hon- 
our my Father, and you 
dishonour me. 


50. I do not discuss 
what seems good to me: 
there is one who dis- 
cusses and punishes. 

51. Verily I tell you, 
If a man understands 
my comprehension and 
fulfils it, he will never 
see death. 


52. The Jews said to 
him, Now we see that 
thou art mad. Abra- 
ham died, and the proph- 
ets; and thou sayest, If 
a man fulfils my compre- 
hension, he will never 
see death. 


53. If thou art greater 
than our father Abra- 
ham, —and he died, and 
so did the prophets, — 
whom makest thou thy- 
self? 


54. Jesus answered, If 
I acknowledged it my- 
self, what seems good 
to me would have no 
meaning; but there is 
one who acknowledges 
me, he whom you Call 
your God. 


55. You have not 
known him, but I know 
him; and if I should say 
that I do not know him, 
I would be a liar like 

ourselves. But I know 

im, and keep his com- 
prehension. 
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56. ’“ABpadu 6 rarhp 
tuay yyadddoaro va 
ton Thy nuépay hv 
éuhy kal ede kal éxdpn. 

57. Etroy ody of ’Iov- 
Saitou rpds adrov, ILevr7- 
kovra &rn ovrw exes, 
kal’ ABpadp édpaxas ; 


58. Eizrev avrois 6 
"Inoots, “Auhy duhv 


Aéyw vuiv, pty ’ ABpa- 
ap yevérBar, &yw els. 

59. “Hpay oby XlOous 
tva Bddwoww én adbrdyv. 
*Inoots dé éxpvBn, Kal 
é&pNGev ex Tod iepov, di- 
ENOwy Oud pécov avTov- 
kal mapHyev ovTws. 


56. Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my 
day :9 and he saw it, and 
was glad. 


57. Then said the Jews 
unto him, Thou art not 
yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abra- 
ham? 


58. Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I am. 


59. Then took they up 
stones to cast at him: 
but Jesus hid himself, 
and went out of the 
temple, going through 
the midst of them, and 
so passed by. 
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56. Your father Abra- 
ham loved my light; and 
he saw it and was glad. 


57. The Jews said to 
him, Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast 
thou seen Abraham? 


58. And Jesus said to 
them, Verily I tell you 
Before Abraham was, 1 
am. 


59. Then they took up 
stones to throw them at 
him; but Jesus hid him- 
self, and went out of the 
temple. 


(a) Not those who believed, but those who wanted to 


dispute with him. 


(6) In many texts Tijs duaprias is wanting. 


(c) This passage is obscure. 


From the first part of the 


comparison, that the slave is not always in the house, but 
the json always, we should expect it to say, Try not to be 
slaves, but sons, and instead it says that the son will set 
free. The church explains it by saying that the son of 
God, the second person, will set free. But if Jesus wanted 
to say that, it would be superfluous to say that every man 
who commits a sin is the slave of sin, and that the slave 
is not always in the house, but the son is. To take the 
slave to be the sinner whom the Christ-God sets free, 
destroys the whole meaning of the comparison. Man, 
from his knowledge, is a son of God; but from his 
error he is the slave of his error. The son is always 
in the family of the father, the slave not always. A 
man who commits a sin becomes for a time a slave. 
A man who turns to the father becomes a son and is 
set free and becomes eternal. It is possible to live in the 
house either as a son or as a slave. Only he who lives 
as a son is free. Consequently, the truth which makes 
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you free is the knowledge of our filial relation to God. 
(Germ of the parable of the hired shepherd.) 

(d) Verses 41-46 continue the same thought which 
was expressed in the beginning, that the law of Moses is 
false, and that, by not understanding the law of Moses, 
“they do not do the law of God. Jesus announces ‘to 
them that their whole law is a lie, that they serve the 
devil, the lusts, and not God, and that, therefore, they 
cannot and will not comprehend his manner of serving 
God. 

(e) The words are not clear, but from the next verse it 
follows that what they mean is, that he who deliberates 
and punishes is death. 

(f) A clear denial of the external God. It is the same 
idea as in the Introduction and in John’s epistle, that no 
one has ever known God. 

(7) #¢épa must here be translated in the sense of the 
light of day. In many texts we read dc~av. 


Jesus says that he is that which he says; but what he 
says is that he knows from the Father. He who will lift 
up in himself the son of God — the comprehension — will 
receive life and will not die, because this comprehen- 
sion is God, and there is no other, and he cannot conceal 
it, even if he wants to do so. When they say, How can 
one help dying? he says that the comprehension is one, 
that it is and was before Abraham, that it is outside time. 

The discourses with the Pharisees, who demand proofs 
of the truth of the teaching according to the synoptics, 
and these two chapters of John (Chapters VII. and VIII), 
constitute one discourse, in which Jesus, in reply to the 
questions of the Jews as to how he will prove his teach- 
ing, answers that there are no proofs of his teaching and 
can be none, because his teaching is the teaching about 
life, the serving of God the spirit, whom a man is con- 
scious of in himself, but cannot see or show. 
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THE BLIND MAN RESTORED TO SIGHT 


This chapter is placed between Chapters VIII. and X. 
and is an exposition of the same thought, and an answer 
to the same question, What are the proofs of the falseness_ 
of the law of Moses and of the truth of the teaching of 
Christ ? 

In analyzing this chapter, it is impossible to assume 
that the writer wanted to speak of the carnal healing of 
the blind man. Even if we admit that the reference is 
to the actual restoring of the sight, it is incomprehensible 
why Jesus, after curing him, should say that he is the 
light of the world, and that it is necessary to walk while 
there is the light. It is not clear why the blind man 
should speak of Jesus as the prophet; it is not clear why 
the Pharisees should say to him, Thou art his disciple. 
It is not clear why Jesus should again meet the blind 
man, and say to him, Thou hast seen the son of God, and 
thou seest him. And, above all, incomprehensible and 
quite superfluous are the words of Verses 39-41, in which 
Jesus says: 


39. And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world ; 
that they which see not might see, and that they which see, 
might be made blind. 

40. And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 

41. Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no 
sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 


If this is only a miracle, like the one in Mark viii. 22, 
then the whole didactic part of the passage falls away. 
If it is a didactic passage, then all that has to be dropped 
is the making of the clay and anointing of the eyes. I 
choose the latter: this is the more natural in this case, 
since the only incomprehensible and superfluous words 
are, He made clay of the spittle and anointed the eyes 
with it. 
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1. Kal rapdywy cidev 
&vOpwrov tupddv ék 
ever 7s. 

2. Kal jnpdrncav av- 
Tov of padnral avrod, 
Adyovres, “PaBBl, ls 
Hpaptev, otros 7 ot yo- 
vets avrov, tva rupdds 
yevun dh 5 

8.’ AmexplOn 6’ Inoovs, 
Odre ofros Huaprev ote 
ol yovets avtod: ad 
ta pavepwhn Ta epya 
Tod Geod ev aire. 

4. Eye det épydtec bar 
Ta Epya Tov méuWavrds 
pe ws udpa éorly: 
€pxerar wot, re ovdels 
Ovvarar épydferOar. 

5. “Orav év T@ xé- 
cum @, pas elu Tod 
kbo pov. 


John ix. 1, And as 
Jesus passed by, he saw 
a man which was blind 
from his birth.¢ 

2. And his disciples 
asked him, saying, Mas- 
ter, who? did sin, this 
man, or his parents, 
thate he was born blind? 


3. Jesus answered,,Nei- 
ther hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents :¢ 
but that the works of 
God should be made 
manifest in him. 


4,I must work the 
works of him that sent 
me,¢ while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no 
man can work. 


5. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light 
of the world, 
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1. And as Jesus passed 
by, he saw a man who 
was blind by his nature. 


2. And his disciples 
asked him, Teacher, in 
what way did this man 
or his parents sin, that 
he was born blind? 


3. Jesus answered, Nei- 
ther has this man 
sinned, nor his parents 
but that the serving of 
God should be made 
manifest in him. 


4, We must serve him 
who has sent us, while 
itis day; when the night 
comes, nobody can do 
anything. 


5. When I am in the 
world, I am the light of 
the world. 


(a) The words turds éx yeverfjs occur but once in the 
New Testament; é€« yeverfs does not mean from birth, 
but something like it; I translate it by from nature. 

(6) Many texts have 7/, and this meaning is fuller. 

(c) Here is another use of tva for wate. 

(d) There ought to be a period here ; otherwise the fol- 


lowing sentence makes no sense, or that coarse sense that 
he was blind that the works of God might be made mani- 
fest in him. Jesus’ answer is the same as his words to 
the Jews, Do not discuss whether I am guilty or not, but 
follow me. He says, Do not discuss who is to blame, 
but we must serve God while we are alive. 

(e) Many texts have 7uas, both here and after sent. 


The comprehension is the light of the world. But how 
if a man has not seen the light from his birth? Is it his 
fault, or not? the disciples ask. Jesus answers, Nobody 
is to blame. When we see a blind man, we must not 
ask who is to blame for it, but we must do the works of 
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God, the same works which would not be made manifest 
to us, if there were no blind; we must give light to 
the blind; not because God purposely blinded men, but 
because the whole manifestation of God consists in the 
enlightenment of the darkness, in the restoring of sight to 
the blind. While it is day, we must work for the illumi- 


nation of the darkness. 


While we are in the world, we are 


the light of the world, and in this our true life consists. 


7. Kal elrev atr@, 
"Yraye, vivac els Thy 
Kou BHOpay TOD Dirwap 
(6 épunveverar, * Arre- 
orTahuévos). drjdbev ody 
kal éviparo, kal mde 
Brérwr. 

8. Ot ody vyelroves, 
kal of Oewpotvres abrov 
7d mpotepov bre TuP ds 
hy, €deyov, Ovx odrds 
éoTw 6 Kadjuevos Kal 
T POT aT WY ; 

9.” AdXox Zdeyor, “Ore 
ovrés éoriv: dddAoe Oe, 
“Ore 8uowos abr@ éoruv. 
éxeivos Edeyev, “Ore ey 
elt. 

10. “EXeyov ofy av- 
TP, lds dvesyOnodv 
gov of d6p0adpol ; 

11. ’AmexplOn éxeivos 
kat elev, “AvOpwros 
Aeyduevos “Inoots wnddv 
érolnoe, Kal éréxpicé 
pov Tovs dpBarpmovs, Kal 
elwé pot, Traye els Thy 
KohuuBHOpav Tod Zidw- 
au, Kat vipat dareOay 
dé kal vipdpevos dyé- 
BreWa. 

12. Elroy ofy airg, 
Tlod éoruv éxetvos ; Aéyer, 
Ovk ofda. 

13. “Ayovow adbrdp 
mpds tos Papicalous, 
thy mote TupAdy. 


John ix. 7. And said 
unto him, Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam, 
(which is by interpreta- 
tion, Sent.) He went 
his way therefore, and 
washed, and came see- 
ing.¢ 


8. The neighbours 
therefore, and _ they 
which before had seen 
him that he was blind, 
said, Is not this he that 
sat and begged?> 


9. Some said, This is 
he: others said, He is 
like him: but he said, 
I am he. 


10. Therefore said they 
unto him, How were 
thine eyes opened? 


11. He answered and 
said, A man that is 
called Jesus made clay,¢ 
and anointed mine eyes, 
and said unto me, Go to 
the pool of Siloam, and 
wash: and I went and 
washed, and I received 
sight. 


12. Then said they un- 
to him, Where is he? 
He said, I know not. 


13. They brought to 
the Pharisees him that 
aforetime was blind. 


7. And said to him 
Go, wash in the pool of 
him who is sent. He 
cleansed himself, and 
began to see. 


8. The neighbours and 
those who had seen him 
before, that he was a 
beggar, said, Is not this 
he who sat and begged? 


9. Some said, This is 
the same. Others said, 
He is like him. But he 
said, I am he. 


10. And they said to 
him, How were thy eyes 
opened? 


11. And he replied to 
them, A man called 
Jesus taught me how to 
cleanse myself with the 
cleansing of him who is 
sent, and I cleansed my- 
self, and now I see. 


12. Then they said to 
him, Where is he? He 
said, I do not know. 


13. Then they brought 
to the Pharisees him 
who had been blind. 
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14, "Hy 88 od¢8Baror, 
bre rov wnddv érolnoev 
6 “Inoods, cal dvéwtev 
avrou Tovs dpOaruous. 

15. Tdduy ofv Apd- 
Twy avroyv Kai ol Papi- 
calor, w@s avéBreper. 
6 dé elev avrois, Indy 
éréOnxev ért rods ép- 
Oarpovs pov, Kal évupda- 
pny, kal Brérw. 

16. “EXeyov ody ék 
T&v Papicalwy Tuveés, 
Oiros 6 dvOpwiros ovK 
éort Tapa Tov Oeod, sre 
7d odBBarov ov TupEr. 
Grou €deyov, Ids dvva- 
Tat GvOpwiros amapTw)ds 
TolavTa onueia trovety; 
kal oxlopa qv év avrois. 

17. Adyouc.T@ TU PAG 
addy, 2v Th éyers rept 
adrod, 57: Hvoiké gov Tos 
6pOarpovs; 6 Oe elmer, 
“Ort rpopyrns éorly. 

18. Ovx émrliorevoay 
ody of Iovdaio. wept ad- 
rov, dre Tuprds Fv Kal 
avéBreper, Ews brov Epw- 
vnoav Tovs yovets avrov 
Tov dvaBéVarros, 

19. Kal ypdérnoav av- 
tovs, Néyovres, Otréds 
éorw 6 vids tudy, dv 
duets éyere Bru TUPNOs 
éyevv7On; ms odv dpte 
Bréret ; 

20. ’AmexplOncav ad- 
Tots ol yovets avrov Kal 
elrrov, Otdapev 8re otrés 
éoriy 6 vids Muay, Kal 
Ore Tuprds eyevv7On: 

21. Ids dé viv Bré- 
met, ovx oldapev’ rls 
Hvorkev avTod Tovs 6pOan- 
pods, nuets odK oldapev: 
avbros pruklay Exerr adrov 
épwrhocare, avrdos mept 
avTod Aadjoe. 


14. And it was_ the 
sabbath day when Jesus 
made the clay, and 
opened his eyes. 


15. Then again the 
Pharisees also asked 
him how he had received 
his sight. He said unto 
them, He put clay upon 
mine eyes, and I washed, 
and do see, 


16. Therefore said 
some of the Pharisees, 
This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not 
the sabbath day. Others 
said, How can a man 
that is a sinner do such 
miracles? And _ there 
was a division among 
them. 


17. They say unto the 
blind man again, What 
sayest thou of him,¢ that 
he hath opened thine 
eyes? He said, He is a 
prophet. 


18. But the Jews did 
not believe concerning 
him, that he had been 
blind, and received his 
sight, until they called 
the parents of him that 
had received his sight. 


19. And they asked 
them, saying, Is_ this 
your son, who ye say 
was born blind? how 
then doth he now see? 


20. His parents an- 
swered them and said, 
We know that this is 
our son, and that he was 
born blind: 


21. But by what means 
he now seeth, we know 
not; or who hath opened 
his eyes, we know not: 
he isof age; ask him: he 
shall speak for himself. 
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14. It was the Sabbath 
when Jesus opened the 
eyes of the blind man. 


15. And again the 
Pharisees asked him 
how he received the 
sight. He said to them 
I cleansed myself, and 
now I see. 


16. And some of the 
Pharisees said, This man 
is not ina covenant with 
God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath. Others 
said, How can a sinner 
show such examples? 
And there was a dissen- 
sion among them. 


17. And again they 
said to him who had 
been blind, What dost 
thou say about this, that 
he has opened thy eyes? 
And he said, I suppose 
that he is a prophet. 

18. And the Jews did 
not believe that he had 
been blind and received 
his sight, until they 
called his parents. 


19. And they asked 
them, Is this your son, 
who you say was born 
blind? How, then, does 
he see now? 


20. And the parents 
replied to them, We 
know that this is our 
son, and that he was 
born blind. 


21. But how he sees 
now, and who has opened 
his eyes, we do not 
know. He is of age; 
ask him: he will speak 
for himself, 
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22. Tatra elrov oi 
yovets avrov, bri épo- 
Bodyto tovds ’Iovdalous: 
Hon yap cvverédeavro ot 
*Tovdator, wa édv tis 
atrov duoroyjon Xpr- 
ordv, amrocuvaywyos yé- 
VT at. 

23. Ava robro of yovets 
avrod elrov,” Ore WAuklav 


22. These words spake 
his parents, because 
they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed 
already, that if any man 
did confess that he was 
Christ, he should be put 
out of the synagogue, 


23. Therefore said his 
parents, He is of age; 
ask him, 
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22. His parents spoke 
so, because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for 
the Jews had agreed 
already that if any man 
took him to be Christ 
he would be put out of 
the assembly. 


23. Therefore his par- 
ents said, He is of age; 
ask him. 


exer, adrov épwrjoare. 


(a) I leave out the stupid, useless detail of Verse 6, and 
in Verse 7, I put, instead of the words es r)v cokupBn- 
Opav Tod Tirwdp (6 epynveveras, ATwectaruevos), in the 
pool of him who is sent. With such a translation I do 
not leave out anything. 

The sight is restored by means of the purification by 
the spirit through him who is sent. And one cannot help 
observing that in Verse 4 it said that it is necessary to 
do the work of him who has sent. The blind man is 
cleansed and regenerated in the pool of him who is sent, 
that is, of him who does the works of him who has sent. 

(>) In confirmation of the statement that the discourse 
is not about a blind man, we must notice that it does not 
say that the neighbours knew him as a blind man, but as 
a beggar. 

IIpocaitety to beg persistently, demand. 

(c) The unnecessary detail about the clay is omitted as 
before. 

(d) rept avrod is generally translated by of him. This 
translation is faulty ; if it meant of him, it would be as, 
and not é7. I translate it by of this. 


The interpreters and translators take this whole chap- 
ter to be a description of a miracle and generally explain 
it in this way, that the Jews do not believe that a miracle 


was wrought and question the blind man and his parents 
about it. 
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But we need only read what is written, to see that the 
Pharisees have not even in mind such a testimony. 
They ask (v. 10), How were thy eyes opened? that is, 
What dost thou see? How didst thou receive sight? 
(v. 15.) 

Again they ask him, How didst thou come to see? In 
neither question is there any testimony, but an interest 
in how this was accomplished. Then (v. 16): they do 
not discuss about whether he has been blind or not, but 
about his not being from God. In Verse 17 they ask, 
What dost thou think of him who has opened thy eyes? 
Then (v. 19) they call up his parents, and they do not 
ask them whether he had been blind, as they ought to 
have done, but say, Here is your son, whom you call 
blind; how did he come to see? Either the Pharisees 
do not know how to talk and think, or they are not 
inquiring about a blind man, but wish to know what 
it is thé man sees who was blind in intellect. And 
they call up the parents, to find out where this man has 
picked up these free thoughts. If this is a testimony 
about blindness, then all the verses are without sense. 
But if the Pharisees want to know what the blind man 
sees and where he has picked up these thoughts, they 
are clear. ‘ 


24. ’"Eddvnoar obv éx 
Seurépov tov &vOpwirov 
ds Hv Tuprds, Kal elzrov 
air@, Ads dbéav Te 
Oc@- juets ofSapev Sru 6 
dvOpwiros oftos auapTw- 
Abs éorey. 


25. ’Amexpl0n ody 
éxelvos Kal eimev, Hi 
Guaptwros ear, ovK 


olda: év oda, dre TUpAds 
Ov dpre Brérw. 

26. Kirov dé air@ 
mandy, TE érolnoé cor; 
mwas Hvoté cov Tovs 
6pOarpos ; 


John ia. 24. Then again 
called they the man that 
was blind, and said un- 
to him, Give God the 
praise: we know that 
this man is a sinner. 


25. He answered and 
said, Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know 
not : one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see. 


26. Then said they to 
him again, What did he 
to thee ? how opened he 
thine eyes? 


24. Then they again 
called up the one who 
had been blind, and said 
to,him, Confess God: we 
know that this man is a 
sinner. 


25. And he answered 
them, Whether he is a 
sinner or not, I do not 
know. One thin I 
know, that I was blind, 
and now I see. 

26. Again they said to 
him, What did he do to 
thee? How did he open 
thy eyes? 
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27. ’AmexplOn avrois, 
Efrov duty Hon, Kal ovK 
jKovoare: TL radu Oéde- 
Te dxoverv; uy Kal duels 
Oé\ere atrot padynral 
yevér Oar; 

28. “Endoddpynoay oby 
avrov, Kal elrov, Xd ef 
pabnrhs éxelvouv: ‘ets 
5é Tod Mwodws éopmev 
pabnrat. 

29. ‘Hyets ofdamev dre 
Mwo7 dAeAdAnKev 6 eds: 
Tovrov 6é ovK oldamev 
mébev éorly. 

80. “AmexpiOn 6 dp- 
Opwros Kal elev avrois, 
"Ev yap rovrw Oavua- 
orby éoti, Ore wbyets 
ovx oldare médev €or, 
kal dvéwté pov ods 
6pbadpovs. 

31. Otdapuev 5é Ore 
apapTwrGv 6 Oeds ovK 
dxover: GAN édy Tis Beo- 
oeBns 7, Kat 7d Oédn- 
wa avrod moj, TovTouv 
aKovet. 


82. ’Ex tod aldvos 
ovk AKxovcOn, STL Hvoké 
Tis dpOaruwovs Tupdod 
yeyevynuévov. 


383. El uh Fv otros 
mapa Oct, ok 7Advvaro 
movety ovdév. 

34. *AmexplOncay kal 
elrov atr@, Ev dyuapri- 
ais od éyevvnOns 8dos, 
kal od Oiddoxes Huds; 
kal &éBarov airov kw. 

35. "Hrovcev 6 'In- 
covs bru €&éBadov adbrov 
Z&w: kal evpdv adrov 
elev adt@, Dd micrevers 
els Tov vidy TOD Oeod ; 

36. ’AmexplOn éxetvos 
kal ele, Ths éori, Kvpie, 
iva, mictedow els adrov; 
elre 58 adT@ 6’ Inoods, 


27. He answered them, 
I have told you already, 
and ye did not hear:?® 
wherefore would ye hear 
it again? will ye also be 
his disciples? 


28. Then they reviled 
him, and said, Thou art 
his disciple; but we are 
Moses’ disciples. 


29. We know that God 
spake unto Moses: as 
for this fellow, we know 
not from whence he is. 


30. The man answered 
and said unto them, 
Why herein is a marvel- 
lous thing, that ye know 
not from whence he is,¢ 
and yet he hath opened 
mine eyes. 


31. Now we?d know that 
God heareth not sinners: 
but if any man be a wor- 
shipper of God, and 
doeth his will, him he 
heareth. ; 


32. Since the world 
began was it not heard 
that any man opened 
the eyes of one that was 
born blind. 


33. If this man were 
not of God, he could do 
nothing. 


34. They answered and 
said unto him, Thou 
wast altogether born in 
sins, and dost thou teach 
us? And they cast him 
out. 


35. Jesus heard that 
they had cast him out; 
and when he had found 
him, he said unto him, 
Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God? 


36. He answered and 
said, Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on 
him? 7 
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27. And he replied to 
them, I have told you 
already, but you do not 
believe. Why do you 
want to hear it again? 
Do you want to become 
his disciples? 


28. And they reviled 
him, and said, Thou art 
his disciple, but we are 
Moses’ disciples. 


29. We know that God 
spoke to Moses: but we 
do not know this man, 
nor whence he comes. 


30. And he answered 
them, and said, This is 
the marvel that you do 
not know whence he is 
and yet he has opened 
my eyes. 


31. We know that God 
does not hear sinners; 
but he hears those who 
are godly and do the 
will of God. 


32. Since the world 
began it was not heard 
that any man opened the 
eyes of one born blind. 


33. If this man were 
not of God, he could do 
nothing. 


34. And they answered 
him, Thou wast all born 
in sins, and yet thou 
teachest us. And they 
drove him away. 


35. Jesus heard that 
they had driven him 
away; and when he met 
him, he said, Does thou 
trust in the son of God ? 


36. And he ads et 
Who is he, that Is ould 
trust in him? 
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387. Kal éwpakas ad- 
Tov, Kal 6 Aad@y pera 
cod éxelvds éoriy. 

88. ‘O dé pn, TMuic- 


Tevw, KUpLE’ Kal mpoceKd- 


37. And Jesus said un- 
to him, Thou hast both 
seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee. 

38. And he said, Lord, 
I believe. And he wor- 
shipped him. 


4) 


37. And Jesus said to 
him, Thou hast seen him 
and seest him, and he 
talks with thee. 

38. And he said, I trust 
in) him) ‘six; and he 
bowed to him. 


VNTEV AUT. 


(a) dos dcEav TS Oem cannot mean give God the praise. 
In my opinion this means nothing but that the Pharisees 
demand that he should recognize their God. Only by 
understanding it thus, all the previous conversations and 
especially Verses 28 and 29, where they say that they 
are disciples of Moses with whom God himself spoke, and 
not disciples of Jesus, and the subsequent verses, become 
comprehensible. 

(6) In many texts we read believe. 

(c) Ye know not from whence he is, is a repetition 
of the words of the discourse in the temple. 

(d) We shows clearly that it is not the beggar alone 
who speaks, but he who understands the teaching of 
Jesus. 


The man born blind tells the Pharisees what he 
experiences and can tell them nothing else: he did 
not see the true life and ‘did not understand it. Jesus 
opened his eyes, and he can say nothing for or against 
Moses. He sees life, and he says that he sees, and can 
say nothing else. But when the Pharisees excommuni- 
cate him, Jesus finds him, and says to him, Dost thou 
trust in the son of God? The blind man at first does 
not understand what the son of God is. Jesus explains 
to him, the son of God is that which thou knowest speaks 
with thee in thy soul, —thyself (the same was said in 
the discourse with Nicodemus); thou hearest and under- 
standest his voice. 

John iz. 39. And Jesus 


39. Kal efrev 6 "In- 
said, For judgment I am 
cos, Kis Kpiua ey els come into this world, 


Tov Kbcpov ToOTOY HAGOY, that they which see not 


39. And Jesus said, I 
came into this world for 
the division: that they 
who do not see might 


42 


iva ol uh Bérovres BNé- 
mwot, Kal ol BNérovres 
Ttupnrol yévwyT at. 

40. Kal frovoayv ék 
T&yv Papicalwy Tavra ot 
dvres per avrod, Kal 
eltov atr@, Mh xal 
Tuets TUPAol exper ; 

41. Eiwev abdrots 6 
"Inoods, Ei Tupnol Are, 
ovx dy etxere auapriav: 
vov dé deyere,’ “Ore Bdé- 
Touev? 4 ov apaprla 
budy weve. 


might see; and that they 
which see might be 
made blind, 


40. And some of the 
Pharisees which were 
with him heard these 
words, and said unto 
him, Are we blind also? 


41. Jesus said unto 
them, If ye were blind, 
ye should have no sin: 
but now ye say, We see; 
therefore your sin re- 
maineth. 
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see; and those who see 
might be made blind. 


40. And the Pharisees 
and others with them 
heard this, and_ said, 
Dost thou consider us 
blind also? 


41. Jesus said to them, 
If you were blind, there 
would be no error in 
you; but now you con- 
sider yourselves seeing, 
and so there is error in 
you. 


(a) «ptpa division. 


In response to the question why there are men who 
are deprived of the understanding of the true good, and 
whether they or their parents are to blame for it, Jesus 
replies that the human question why? and the human 
comprehension of justice are not applicable here. Neither 
he who does not see, nor his parents, are to blame; we 
must not discuss this, but must live by the light of the 
comprehension. He was blind, and he began to see. 
The son of man, the son of God, came into the world, 
only to separate those who see from those who do not 


see. 
is sinful. 


19. Zyxlopua ofy wdduy 
éyévero év rots’ Iovdalors 
dua Tods Néyous TovTous. 

20. “EXeyov 5é rool 
é& atrGv, Aaudmnov Exe 


kal patverar: Tl adrod 
AKOVETE ; 
21. “Addo @reyov, 


Tatra Ta phuara ovK 
éoTt Samovifouévou: wh 
darudriov Sbvarar TUPAGY 
6pbadpovs dvolyery ; 


John x. 19. There 
was a division therefore 
again among the Jews 
for these sayings. 

20. And many of them 
said, He hath a devil, 
and is mad; why hear 
ye him? 


21, Others said, These 
are not the words of 
him that hath a devil. 
Can a devil open the 
eyes of the blind? 


And only he who sees and does not go to the light 


19. And there was dis- 
cord among the Jews on 
account of these words. 


20. Many of them said, 
He is stubborn and mad; 
why do you listen to 
him? 


21. Others said, You 
will not hear such words 
fromamadman. A mad- 
man cannot open the 
eyes. 


In the two preceding chapters Jesus said that the 
whole worship of the Jews is false, that the law of Moses 
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is full of contradictions and is a lie, and that they do not 
know God and serve the lust of the devil, calling him 
God, while he gives them the teaching of the true service 
of God by deeds. 

In response to their question as .to the proofs of the 
truth of his teaching, he says that his teaching is not his 
own, but his from whom we all come, — the teaching of 
life. And, in order to find out whether this teaching 
is true, we must live according to it. His teaching con- 
sists in living as he teaches. He who will live in this 
manner will learn that he has become free, that for him 
there will be no terror, no evil, no death. He who will 
live will feel that he is a participant in the principle 
of life with God. He who lives for his flesh lives con- 
trary to the principle of life — God, just as the labourer 
lives in the house of the master, without caring for the 
master’s will. But we must live as in the house of 
the Father, unite with the will of the Father, and then 
we shall always live with the Father. For the life in 
God there is no death. It has always been and will 
always be, it is before the beginning of the world. He 
who does not live in God does not know God, and you 
cannot tell about him. To comprehend him, it-is neces- 
sary to live in God. 

Thus Jesus could not give them the proofs of the truth 
of his teaching, such as the Jews demanded. And to 
show them more clearly the impossibility of such proofs, 
he tells them the parable of the healing of the blind man. 
He who understands with his heart sees, and he who does 
not understand does not see, unless his eyes are opened. 
It is impossible to prove the truth of the teaching to 
another man; he who has comprehended the chief mean- 
ing of life can no longer stop before any considerations : 
he knows that he was blind and now sees; that hereto- 
fore everything was darkness, and now everything is 
light. He does not know why he did not see before, 
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and whether he who on the Sabbath opened his eyes 
is right or not; and he cannot think of it: he was blind, 


and now he sees. 


There are no other proofs. 


CHRIST THE DOOR OF LIFE 


1. ’Apuhy duhv rAévw 
dyiv, 'O pip eloepyduevos 
dud THs Ovpas els THv 
avrd\nvy Tay mpoBarwr, 
a\\a dvaBalywy adda- 
xO0ev, éxelvos KdérTns 
éorl kal AnoT Hs: 

2. ‘O dé eloepyduevos 
dud THs Ovpas moiuny 
éore THY mpoBdTwr. 

8. Tolrw 6 Oupwpds 
avolye, kal Td mpbBara 
THs Pwvis avrov axover, 
kal Ta ia mpbBara 
kadet kar bvoua, Kal 
étdye avra. 

4. Kal 8rav ra tvéua 
mpbBara éxBddy, €umpo- 
abev adt&v mopeverat: 
kal Ta mpbBara atr@ 
dkonovoet, bru oldacr THY 
pwviv abrov. 

5. "Adrorply dé ov 
Bh dkoNovOjowotv, aAAG 
pevéovra dm avrod: bre 
ovk of6ac. TGV addoTplwv 
THY pwvnvy. 

6. Ta’rny Thy mapor- 
plav elev adrots 6 “In- 
cots: éxetvor 6é ovK ey vw- 
gav thya fv & éd\dre 


avrots. 


The discourse is 


John w 1. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
He that entereth not by 
the door into the sheep- 
fold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the 
same is a thief and a 
robber. 


2. But he that entereth 
in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 


3. To him the porter 
openeth; and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he 
calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them 
out. 


4. And when he put- 
teth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them, 
and the sheep follow 
him: for they know his 
voice. 


5. And a stranger will 
they not follow, but will 
flee from him; for they 
know not the voice of 
strangers. 


6. This parable spake 
Jesus unto them; but 
they understood not 
what things they were 
which he spake unto 
them. 


1. Verily, I tell you, 
He who does not enter 
into the sheepfold by 
the door, but climbs in 
somewhere, is a thief 
and a robber. 


2. He who enters by 
the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 


3. To him the watch- 
man opens, and the 
sheep hear his voice. 
And he calls each sheep 
by name, and lets them 
out into the field. 


4. And when he lets 
out his own sheep, he 
goes before them; and 
the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. 


5. And a stranger they 
will not follow, but will 
run away from him, for 
they do not know the 
voice of strangers. 


6. This parable Jesus 
spoke to them; but they 
did not understand what 
he said. 


still about the proofs of the falseness 
of the Jewish faith and the truth of Jesus’ teaching. 
After the parable of the restored sight, the discourse is 
about this, that this restoration will always take place, 
because the teaching of Jesus consists in this, that all 
men know that he only reminds them of, enlightens 
them in, something they knew before, something which 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 45 
lies in the hearts of men; that his teaching is in com- 
parison with the false teachings what the appearance 
of the true shepherd in the sheepfold is in comparison 
with the thief who climbs into the sheepfold. All rec- 
ognize him at once, as the sheep recognize their shepherd. 
They know that he will feed them and will give them 
life, but at the false teaching men shy as the sheep shy 
at a robber who climbs over the fence. They do not 
recognize him, and are afraid, fearing evil. If Jesus said 
something unusual and improper to men, they might be 
afraid of him, as the sheep shy at him who climbs over 
the enclosure; but what he says to them is what they 
know in themselves, — he speaks of the way which alone 
leads to life, —he enters by the door which alone leads 
into the pasture,—jinto life. And what he tells them 
is known to them, as the voice of the shepherd is known 
to the sheep, and so they will follow him and receive life. 


John x. 7. Then said 


7. And again Jesus 
Jesus unto them again, 


7. Eiwev ov mdduy 7 S 
said to them, Verily, 


av’rois 6 “Incods, “Auhy 
adunv réyw duty, bre eyo 
elu 4) 8vpa TaY Tpo- 


Baroy. 
8. Ildvres dco. mpd 
éuot §=AdOov, KAérrat 


elot kal dnoral: adv 
ovK jKovcay alTa@v Ta 
mpoBara. 

9. "Eyd elu 4 Ovpa: 
Od éuod édv ris cic édOn, 
owOnoerat, Kal eloedev- 
oerat, Kal éfeevoeT at, 
Kal vouny edphoer. 

10. ‘O Krérrns ovK 
epxerar ef wt iva Krépy 
kal Ovon Kal dmodécy: 


éya FrOov twa why 
éxwot, Kal mepicodv 
exwou. 


(a) One would think that it is quite clear. 


Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, lam the door of the 
sheep. 


8. All that ever came 
before me are thieves 
and robbers:4 but the 
sheep did not hear 
them. 


9. I am the door: by 
me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. 


10. The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy: 
I am come that they 
might have life, and 
that they might have 
it more abundantly. 


I tell you, my teaching 
is the door for the 
sheep. 


8. All those who ever 
came before me are 
thieves and _ robbers: 
but the sheep did not 
obey them. 


9. I am the door. If 
any man enters through 
me, he will be safe: he 
will go in and out, and 
will find pasture. 


10. The thief goes only 
to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy. I came as 
the door, that they 
might have life more 
abundantly. 


All those 


who came to teach as I teach are thieves and robbers, 
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that is, it is clear that Moses and the prophets are false 
teachers. The words, Moses’ law and the prophets were 
before John, the law was given by Moses, but truth and 
joy by Jesus Christ, mean the same. More clearly, it 
seems, the denial of the law of Moses could not have 
been expressed. And what does the church do? 

This is what it says (Gospel of John, p. 351): 


Verily, verily (assurance of the incontestable truth of his 
words), J say: Since the Pharisees do not understand the alle- 
gorical speech of the Lord, he explains its essence to them. 

I am the door of the sheep: The door which leads to the sheep, 
through which the shepherd passes into the sheepfold. He is 
the only true mediator between God and the people, the chosen 
people of the Old Testament, the only path for the shepherds and 
the sheep. : 

All that ever came, etc.: The Lord has above called thieves 
and robbers those who do not enter by the door, but climb 
in elsewhere, consequently, if he here calls by the same name all 
those who came in before him, as many as ever came, he does not 
mean those who came in through the door, but those who climbed 
in, that is, he does not mean the true God-given leaders of the 
nation, the prophets and the hierarchy, who acted in the true 
spirit, but all the false leaders of the nation, whoever they may 
be: false prophets, false Messiases, but in particular the Phari- 
sees, the enemies of Christ and of his spirit, who none the less 
regarded themselves as leaders of the people. They are said to 
have come before the Lord, since they had been active before 
him. 

The sheep did not hear them: That is, the true members of the 
God-chosen people, those who formed the kernel of the kingdom 
of Messias, whom, as he expresses himself, the Father gave him, 
and in general all the true members of the kingdom of God. 
They did not hear the voice of the false leaders, for those who 
listened to them and followed them did not belong to the true 
members of the kingdom of God, but only externally deemed 
themselves to belong to it. 

I am the door: The repetition strengthens the speech. 

By me if any man enter in: The discourse, from the connection 
with what precedes, refers to the shepherds who pass through the 
door into the sheepfold ; but, as it seems, at the end of this alle- 
gory the picture is taken in a broader sense: since not only the 
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shepherds, but also the sheep pass through the door, both the 
shepherd and the sheep are to be understood by those who come 
in and out. But with such a conception of the sheepfold the 
Messianic kingdom, the church of Christ, is meant, for which 
reason the expression shall be saved is used about those who enter 
in, an expression which really designates the salvation in the 
kingdom of Messias. 

By me tf any man enter in, he shall be saved: The whole expres- 
sion points to the entering, the condition of reconciliation with 
God through faith, to the participation in the salvation in the 
church of Christ. The subsequent expressions, And shall go in 
and out, and find pasture, point to the gratification in the king- 
dom of Christ of all true spiritual needs of those who enter in, in 
the form of the gratification of the needs of the sheep. 

The word shall go in designates the gratification of the need of 
assurance of safety, of a true defence and protection, where one 
can find the spirit and peace in God, as the sheep find their 
defence, protection, and rest in the sheepfold; by the words 
go out and find pasture is designated the gratification of the 
needs of the spiritual nutrition with the food of truth, goodness, 
beauty, in the Messianic kingdom, where for the gratification of 
all the needs of the spirit there is an abundance of all kinds 
of objects, —an ample pasture, where all men may feed as 
much as they please; in the kingdom of Christ there is every- 
thing for the gratification of all spiritual needs. 

The thief cometh not, —I am come, etc.: The first allegorical 
representation, in which the Lord pictures himself under the 
guise of a door leading into the sheepfold, is ended, and the 
Lord, continuing in general the same metaphorical discourse, 
changes the particular figures of speech, for the clearer enun- 
ciation of his thoughts, and represents himself, no longer under 
the form of a door, but under that of the true good shepherd, 
and the false shepherds under the form of hirelings. The 
transition to this change in the particular figures of speech 
forms a direct contrast of the Lord, as the true leader of the 
people, with the false ones, designated by him under the name 
of the thieves. The thief, who climbeth up some other way 
into the sheepfold, has selfish aims which, at that, are dis- 
astrous to the sheep: he steals, kills, and destroys; even so 
the false shepherds and leaders of the people, who are not 
sent by Christ, and who do not act in his name, for example, 
the Pharisees, are guided by selfish aims alone, and their activity 
is connected with the ruin of the sheep: they kill them spirit- 
ually, for by their perverse doctrine and activity they abstract 
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them from the true life in God and Christ, in the communion 
with whom alone there is life, — the life of the spirit. In con- 
tradistinction with this, the true shepherd Christ gives life and 
not death, life with an abundance. The spiritual life in com- 
munion with Christ in his kingdom is meant, as in numerous 
other parallel passages, where life is promised to the members of 
the kingdom of Christ. 

More abundantly: The figure of speech is taken from the 
abundance of the pasture, which contains more than is necessary 
for the gratification of the needs of nutrition. The thought is 
the same as that expressed in the words, From his fulness have 
we received grace, that is, a superabundant gratification in the 
kingdom of Christ of all the true needs of the human spirit. 


Reuss (Vol. VI, pp. 234 and 235): 


Les Pharisiens n’ayant pas compris ou n’ayant pas voulu com- 
prendre, Jésus reprend et son allégorie et sa polémique. Encore 
une fois il se nomme la porte, mais cette fois-ci, il l’est pour le 
troupeau lui-méme. Heureuses les brebis qui savent trouver 
cette porte pour se mettre en sfireté dans le bercail, qui échap- 
pent ainsi aux voleurs rédant au dehors! Voila en deux mots le 
sens de ce petit tableau, dont nous nous garderons bien d’éplu- 
cher tous les éléments. Si nous insistions par exemple sur ce que 
le bercail doit étre le royaume de Dieu, comment expliquerions- 
nous que les brebis en sortiront pour trouver leur pature? 
Evidemment le mot sortir n’est 14 que pour les besoins de l’image, 
le paturage n’étant pas dans le bercail. Par la méme raison, nous 
disons sauf, et non sauvé, parce qu’il est encore question dani- 
maux qui s’abritent (voyez le verset suivant). Si l’auteur a 
mis quelqu’un, il, etc., c’est qwil a mélé a image une interpré- 
tation pratique parfaitement juste, mais qui brouille un peu les 
couleurs du tableau. Mais il va sans dire que la pdture aussi 
@ son sens spirituel trés-facile & trouver. 

La phrase relative aux voleurs a dérouté les théologiens. 
On s’en est effrayé, comme si l’auteur avait voulu faire dire 
a Jésus que tous les conducteurs antérieurs du peuple d’Israél, 
les prophétes compris, avaient été de faux bergers. Les Gnos- 
tiques en ont profité pour justifier leur rejet de l’Ancien Testa- 
ment. Les copistes intimidés ont rayé ces deux mots: avant moi, 
comme si cela changeait le sens. Le fait est que le troupeau est 
la génération contemporaine (v. 16), par conséquent les voleurs 
sont ceux qui, & cette époque-la, avaient prétendu s’emparer de la 
direction spirituelle de la nation juive et contre les attaques 
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desquels Jésus était venu ouvrir aux siens (Chap. vi. 45) la porte 
de refuge, en les recevant dans son sein ou dans ses bras. Comme 
il fait ici allusion 4 un fait, le noyau de son troupeau étant déja 
formé, il pouvait dire: les brebis ne les ont pas écoutés. Par 
cette tournure, le discours quitte le terrain de la théorie ou de 
Vidéal et s’engage pour un moment dans celui de V’histoire. 
(Nous avons fait voir dans l’Introduction, p. 82, que l’expression 
du v. 8 dépasse le but prochain auquel nous nous sommes arrété 
ici.) 


I refer shall be saved and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture to the sheep, for without this the whole meaning 
of the comparison is lost, and the significance of door is 
spoiled. I understand it like this: Jesus Christ compares 
himself as a living man with a shepherd. But, besides 
this, he compares himself, his divine consciousness, with 
a door. And so he goes on and says, A thief comes only 
to steal, kill, and destroy. I came by the door, that men 
might have life, and might have it abundantly. And 
giving up the comparison of himself with the shepherd, 
he says: 


> 
\ 5 elute 6 = John x. 11. I am the 11. I am the good 
ey eh wae . plea good shepherd: the shepherd: the good 
why 6 Kards. 6 Trouwiy 6 good ‘shepherd giveth shepherd gives his life 


Kahds Thy Wuxiy avrod 
tTlOnow brép Tv TpoBa- 
Tw. 

12. ‘O mucdwrds 6e, 
kal odk Oy mouny, of 
ovk elol 74 rpbBara toa, 


his life for the sheep. for the sheep. 


12. But he that is a 
hireling, and not the 
shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth 


12. A hireling is not a 
shepherd: the sheep are 
not his own; he sees the 
wolf coming, and leaves 


fp. i éue- the wolf coming, and the sheep, and runs 
peeve: ys ns £ox sf leaveth the sheep, and away; and the wolf 
vov, Kal aplno. TA TPO- Aesth; and the wolf catches and scatters the 
Bara, kal pevye kal 6 catcheth them, and sheep. 


NUKos aprdate. avira, Kal scattereth the sheep. 


okoprife Ta mpbBara. 


13. ‘O 62 picOwrds 
gpevyer, dre pucdwrds 
éott, kal ob} péder adT@ 
mept TOV mpoBaTwv. 

14. ’Eyd elue 6 ro- 
phy 6 Kadds: Kal yive- 
oKw TH end, Kal yivdoko- 
Mar bd TOv euay, 


13. The hireling fleeth, 
because he is a hireling, 
and careth not for the 
sheep. 


14. I am the good 
shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of 
mine. 


13. The hireling flees, 
because he is a hireling, 
and does not care for 
the sheep. 


14. I am the good 
shepherd: I know my 
sheep, and they know 
me. 
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15. Kadds yuveoKec 
ped TarThp, Kayo yive- 
oKw Tov marépa: Kal 


Thy wuxhv pov TlOnue 


tréep T&v mpoBarwr. 

16. Kal &da mpé- 
Bara éxw, & ovK eorw 
éx THs avtd\js TavTys: 
kaketvd pe Sel ayaryety, 
kal THs Pwvas wou aKov- 
cove. Kal yervnoeral ula 
moluvn, els Touuny. 

17. Ata rotro 6 ma- 
thp we dyad, bre éyw 
TlOnut Thy WuxHy wou, 
iva wad A4Bw adryp. 

18. Ovddels atper ad- 
Thy amr éuod, addr éya 
TlOnue abtyy am éuav- 
Tov. é&ovclav exw Oet- 
var avTnyv, Kat éfovolav 
exw raduy AaBely adr jy. 
Tavrny Thy évTohhy éda- 
Bov mapa Tov marpés jov. 


15. As the , Father 
knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and 
I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 


16. And other sheep I 
have, which are not of 
this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd. 


17. Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. 


18. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it 
down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, 
and I have power to 
take it again. This com- 
mandment> have I re- 
ceived of my Father. 
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15. As the Father 
knows me, even so I 
know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 


16. And I have other 
sheep, which are not of 
this fold: I must lead 
them out, and they will 
hear my voice; and 
there will be one fold, 
and one shepherd. 


17. Therefore my 
Father loves me, be- 
cause I lay down my 
life that I may receive 
it again. 

18. No man takes it 
from me, but I lay it 
down of my own will, 
and I can receive it. 
This commandment I 
received from my Fa- 
ther. 


(a) The good shepherd, as the master himself, or the 


son of the master. 


(b) The commandment of the Father to give the carnal 
life for the life in God. 


This parable of the sheep and the shepherd, which 
presented itself to Jesus Christ before, when the people 
appeared to him like sheep scattered without a shepherd, 
is now explained by Jesus Christ from three sides: 

(1) He says that he said before more than once that 


there are many roads, but only one entrance. 


He says 


that one door leads into the sheepfold, and one exit leads 
from the sheepfold into the pasture, that is, out to feed, — 


to live. 


And so there is only one way out for men, — the 
comprehension of life, that which it teaches. 


Every teach- 


ing which is not based on the comprehension of life is 
false, and all men know this, as the sheep know when a 
thief climbs over the enclosure. 
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(2) He says that he entered by this door, and he calls 
men to follow him through this door, in order to receive 
life. And as the sheep follow the shepherd who comes 
in by the door and calls them with a familiar voice, so 
men follow him, and not only those to whom he is speak- 
ing now, but all men, so that, as when all the sheep are 
brought together into one fold one shepherd leads them, 
his teaching will unite all men. 

(3) He says, Not only do the sheep in the sheepfold 
recognize the true shepherd and tell him from a thief, but 
also in the field, in the pasture, is the true shepherd easily 
told from the hireling. Here Jesus Christ compares 
the hireling with the master’s son who is herding his 
father’s flock. The hireling flees from the wolf: he 
does not care for the sheep; but the master’s son does 
not spare himself for the sake of the sheep, for they are 
his father’s. He does not leave them, for they are his, 
and he is their shepherd and master. Even so the 
teaching of Moses was false, for from his law there 
followed thieving, plundering, and advantages for those 
who preached, while according to Jesus’ teaching there 
is no thieving, no plundering, and not only no advantage 
to him who preaches, but, on the contrary, his whole 
teaching consists in giving one’s life for others, in order 
to receive the true life. In this consists the command- 
ment of the Father, which he preaches to men. 


94, ’Exixi\woav otv _Johna. 24.Thencame 24. Then the Jews sur- 


avtoy of “Tovdaio, Kal 
Zdeyou abr@, “Ews mére 
Thy Yuxhyv nudy atpecs ; 
el od el 6 Xpioros, elie 
nuty wappyola. 

25. ’Amexpl0n adrois 
6 “Inoots, Etrov dyir, 
kal ob mioTeveTe. TA 
zZpya a éyh rad ev 
TQ dvouare Tod marpés 
pov, Tatra papTupel 
Tept éuov* 


the Jews round about 
him, and said unto him, 
How long dost thou 
make us to doubt? If 
thou be the Christ, tell 
us plainly. 


25. Jesus answered 
them, I told you, and ye 
believed not: the works 
that I do in my Father’s 
name, they bear witness 
of me. 


rounded him, and said 
to him, How long wilt 
thou torment us? If 
thou art Christ, tell us 
so. 


25. Jesus answered 
them, I have told you 
already, but you do not 
believe. The way I live 
according to my Father’s 
posehing shows you who 

am. 
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26. "ANN dpers od 
miorevere’ ob yap éoTe 
ék T&v mpoBdrwy Tar 
éudv, Kabes elroy vuty. 

27. Ta mpdBara ra 
éuda TAS pwvis mou d&kov- 
el, KAYO yivwoKkw avTda: 
kal dxoNovbotct jor, 

28. Kayo fwhv ald- 
viov Oldwut avrots: Kal 
ov uh arddwyra els TOY 
al@va, kal od~x dprdce 
Tis avTa é€k THs xeLpds 


vu. 
29. ‘O mwarip jou, ds 
Oé5wKé por, pelfwv wav- 
twy éorl: kat ovdels dv- 
varat apmdagveyv ék THs 
xeElpos TOU marpds pov. 
80. "Evo kal 6 rarhp 


26. But ye believe not, 
because ye are not of 
my sheep, as I said unto 
you. 


27. My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: 


28. And I give unto 
them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man 
pees them out of my 

and. 


29. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand. 


30. I and my Father 
are one. 
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26. But you do not be- 
lieve, because you are 
not of my sheep, as I 
told you. 


27. My sheep know my 
voice, and 1 recognize 
them, and they follow 
me. 


28, And I give them 
non-temporal life; and 
they will never perish, 
and no one will take 
them from me. 


29. My Father, who 
entrusted them to me 
is greater than all, an 
no one can take them 
from my Father. 


30. I and my Father 
are one. 


&v éopev. 


(a) Verses 22 and 23, which speak of a feast in the 
winter, which took place two months later, introduce a 
useless detail, the more so since the discourse on this 
occasion is a continuation of what was said before. 


The Jews implore Jesus to reveal to them whether he 
is Christ. Apparently they suffer as much as many have 
suffered since, doubting that Christ is the second person 
of the Trinity and at the same time fearing to deny what 
millions believe and confess as a truth of religion, without 
which it is impossible to be saved and to recognize the lie 
as a truth. They implore Jesus to take the burden from 
their souls, — to lead them out of their agonizing doubt. 
And what does he answer them? He continues the say- 
ing about the sheep, and says that he and the Father are 
one; but he does not answer their question one way or 
another, —he does net solve their agonizing doubt, nor 
the doubt of us billions of people who have lived since 
his time. If he was God, how could an almighty, omnis- 
cient, all-good God help knowing all the sufferings which 
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would befall those Jews and us and the billions of people 
who have been tormented by doubt and have been de- 
prived of salvation. He could not have helped pitying 
them and us. All he had to say was, Yes, I am God, 
and the Jews and we would have been blessed. 

But he did not have to be God, if he was only a 
saintly man; and he did not have to be even a saintly 
man. Even if he had been an evil deceiver, he, knowing 
all the abyss of evil which would result from this doubt, 
could not have helped saying, Yes, or No: Yes, I am 
Christ, the Messiah ; No, I am not the Messiah. But he 
said neither of these things. And all the evangelists 
made a note of it, yes, made a note of this cruelty of his, 
if he were a God, as the church understands him to be; 
of this begging of the question, if he was a man, as the 
historians understand it. He said neither the one, nor 
the other, but only repeated more clearly and more 
strongly what he had said before. 

In explaining who he was, what he was, in the name 
of whom he was teaching, and in what sense he was 
Christ, he said, I and the Father are one. He answered 
everything he could; he could not have answered other- 
wise, for he acknowledged himself to be Christ, the 
chosen one of God, but not in the sense in which 
the Jews understood the word Christ, Messiah. If he 
had told them that he was Christ, they would have 
understood him to be a prophet, a king, but in no way 
would they have understood what he professed himself to 
be, —a man who had exalted in himself the comprehen- 
sion of life, in order to sanctify this comprehension in 
everybody else. If he had told them that he was not 
Christ, they would have been deprived of the only good 
which he was preaching to men, and that would have 
been an untruth, for he felt himself to be Christ, the 
chosen one of God. He had told them before that 
he had come from the Father who had sent him; that he 
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only did the will of this Father; that he was only a 
shepherd who showed the door to the sheep; that he 
gave eternal life to those who believed him; that 
the Father of men, God, led them to him, and that he 
and the Father were one, that is, that he was the com- 


prehension. 


81. ’EBdoracay odv 
adaAcv AlBous of ’ Lovdatou, 
iva NOdoworr adr. 

32. ’Amexpl0n adrois 
6 “Inoots, ToAdd Kara 
épya eOeka duty ex Tod 
matpos pour Oia ‘otov 
avr dy épyov NOd fer é LE; 

33. “AmexplOnoav av- 
T@ ot Tovdatoe Néyorres, 
Ilept xadod epyov ov 
Na fouév ce, ANAA Tept 
Bracgpnutas, Kal bre od 
&vOpwmos wy roves ceav- 
Tov Ocdy. 

84. ’ArexplOn avrots 
6 Inoods, Ovx ore ye- 
ypapmevov év To vouw 
tuadv, ‘ Eyo eta, Geol 
éoTe’; 

35. Ei éxelvous efire 
Oeods, mpds ods 6 Adyos 
Tod Ocot éyévero, (kal 
od dtvarat AvOHRVaL 7 
pay’) 

36. "Ov 6 rarip tryla- 
oe kal daréoreihev els TOV 
Kbopov, duels Déyere, 
“Ore Bracdnypets, 8re 
eirov, Yids Tod Ocot 
elit; 

37. Ei ob} rod 7a 
épya Tov marpés wou, uh 
murTeveTé [L0l" 

88. Ei 6 roid, Kav 
é€uol uh mioTevnTe, Tots 
épyos misrevcate: va 
yvare kal misrevonre, 
bre év uot 6 arn, 
Kaya év air@, 


John x. 31. Then the 
Jews took up _ stones 
again to stone him. 


32. Jesus answered 
them, Many good works 
have I shewed you from 
my Father; for which of 
those works do ye stone 
me? 


33. The Jews answered 
him, saying, For a good 
work we stone thee not; 
but for blasphemy; and 
because that thou, being 
a man, makest thyself 
God. 


34. Jesus answered 
them, Is it not written 
in your law, I said, Ye 
are gods? 


35. If he called them 
gods, unto whom the 
word of God came, and 
the Scripture cannot be 
broken; 


36. Say ye of him, 
whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent in- 
to the world, Thou blas- 
phemest; because I said, 
I am the Son of God? 


37. If I do not the 
works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not. 


38. But if I do, though 
ye believe not me, be- 
lieve the works; that ye 
may know, and believe, 
that the Father is in me, 
and I in him, 


31. Then the Jews took 
up stones again to stone 
him, 


32. Jesus said to them, 
I have showed you many 
good works of my 
Father; for which of 
those works do you want 
to stone me? < 


33. And the Jews re- 
plied to him, We will 
not stone thee for a 

ood work, but for 

lasphemy, because, be- 
ing a man, thou makest 
thyself a God. 


34. And Jesus an- 
swered them, Is it not 
written in your law, I, 
God, said, You are gods? 


35. If he called those 
gods, to whom he spoke, 
and the Scripture can- 
not be broken; 


36. How, then, do you 
say to me, whom God 
has loved and sent into 
the world, that I blas- 
pheme, because I said 
that I was the son of 
God. 


37. If I do not do as 
my Father, do not be- 
lieve me. 


38. But if I do as my 
Father, do not believe 
me; believe the work, 
then you will under- 
stand that the Father is 
in me, and I am in him, 
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(a) Many texts have o ratnp yylace, the same thought 
which is given in the discourse with Nicodemus (iii. 16), 
where obviously the words refer to the spirit of God, 
which is to be found in every man. 


Jesus says that he is Christ in this sense, that he has 
within him the comprehension of the one God, whom we 
know, and so he and God are one. 

The Jews want to kill him. He says, Has the com- 
prehension produced anything bad? The works of this 
comprehension, the works of the Father, cannot have 
been bad, so why stone me? They say, Thou blasphem- 
est, calling thyself God. And he says to them, Where is 
here the blasphemy? In your Scripture it says, You are 
gods ; this is said in Psalm LX XXII, where God reproves 
the mighty of the world who do injustice. It says there, 
They know not, neither will they understand: they walk 
on in darkness. I have said, Ye are gods; and children 
of Jehovah the Most High. If unrighteous men and 
oppressors are called gods in the Scripture, in which you 
believe, why, then, do you say of me, who am doing the 
will of God, that I blaspheme when I say that I am 
the son of God. If my works are bad, condemn them, 
but if the works of God proceed from me, believe that 
they are from the Father. Since I do the works of God, 
I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. 


25. Ebrev abr 6’In- 
cots, Hyw elu 4 dvd- 
oraci Kal wh. 6 
muotevwy els éue, Kav 
amo0avn, (noerat- 

26. Kal mwas 6 fév 
kal miotredwy eis éue ov 
wh =«arobdvy els Tov 
alava. 

89. "E¢hrovy ofy md- 
Au atdrov midoa: Kal 
e&prOev ex THS xeELpds 
QUT Gy. 


John wi. 25. Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: 


26. And whosoever liv- 
eth and believeth in mes 
shall never die. Beliey- 
est thou this? 


John x. 39. Therefore 
they sought again to 
take him; but he es- 
caped out of their hand, 


25. And Jesus said to 
her, My teaching is the 
teaching of the awaken- 
ing and of life. He who 
believes in my teaching, 
though he died, will be 
alive. 

26. And he who be- 
lieves in my teaching 
will not die. 


39. And the Jews de- 
liberated again how to 
overthrow him, But he 
could not be vanquished. 
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40. Kal drf\Oe ra- 
dev répav Tod ’lopddvov, 
els tov rémov Srouv Fy 
*Iwdvvns 7d rpOrov Bar- 
thtwy: Kal €uerver exe’. 

41. Kat rrodAol #AOov 
mpos atrov, kal €deyor, 
"Ore "Iwdvyns ev on- 


petov érolncer ovdév- 
mavra de boa elev 
"Iwdvyns mept rovrou, 
GNIAR Fv. 


42. Kal émlorevoay 
modnol éxel els avr dv. 

13. ’EN@av 52 6 ’In- 
gous els TA -wepn Karoa- 
pelas THs Pidlrrov, Hpw- 
Ta Tovs wabnras avrov, 
Aéywr, Tlya we Néyovouv 
ol AvOpwroe elvar, Tov 
uldy Tod dvOpdrov; 

14. Ot 6é eiroy, Ot 
bev Twdvyny tov Bamri- 
aorhy: &ddo 6¢ "HNlav: 
€repor 5é ‘Tepeulav, } eva 
TO wpopyr wv. 

15. Adye avrois, 
“‘Yuets d€ rTlya pe éyere 
elvat; 

16. "Azoxpibels de 
Zluwy Ilérpos elre, Xd 
ef 6 Xpiords, 6 vids Tod 
cov Tov (HvrTos. 

68. ‘Phuara wis 


alwvlou €xeus* 


17. Kat daroxpifels 6 
"Inoods elrev air, Ma- 
Kdpios el, Xiuwy Bap 
"Twa, br capt Kal alua 
ovK darexddupé oor, GNN 
6 mathp pou 6 ép Tots 
ovpavots. 

18. Kaya 5é cou dé- 
yw, re od el Ilérpos, cal 
érl rabyvn TH TET pg olKo- 
Sounow pou Thy éxkd\7- 
clay, kat mUdae Gdov od 
KaTirxvoovow auras. 


40. And went away 
again beyond Jordan 
into the place where 
John at first baptized; 
and there he abode. 


41, And many resorted 
unto him, and said, John 
did no miracle: but all 
things that John spake 
of this man were true. 


42. And many believed 
on him there. 


Matt. xvi. 13. When 
Jesus came into the 
coasts of Cesarea Pbil- 
ippi, he asked his disci- 
ples, saying, Whom do 
men say that J, the Son 
of man, am? 


i4. And they said, 
Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist; some, 
Elias; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the 
prophets. 


15. He saith unto them, 
But whom say ye that I 
am? 


16. And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. 


John vi. 68. Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. 


Matt.xvi. 17. And Je- 
sus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood? hath 
not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. 


18. And I say also un- 
to thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell 
ea not prevail against 
it.e 
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40. And he went again 
beyond the Jordan, to 
the place where John 
the Baptist used to bap- 
tize. And he stopped 
there. 


41, And many took up 
his teaching, and said 
that John had given no 
proofs, but that every- 
thing he had said of this 
man was true. 


42. And many believed 
in his teaching there. 


13. And Jesus went 
into the villages of 
Cesarea, into Philippi, 
and asked his disciples, 
saying, How do people 
understand this, that I 
am the son of God? 


14. They said, Some 
take you to be John the 
Baptist; some, Elijah; 
others, Jeremiah, or one 
of the prophets. 


15. And he said to 
them, And how do you 
judge of me? 


16. And Simon, named 
the Rock, replied to him, 
Thou art Christ, the son 
of the living God. 


68. Thou hast the 
words of the eternal 
life. 

17. And Jesus replied 
to them, Happy art thou, 
Simon, son of Jonah, for 
no mortal has revealed 
this to you, but God my 
Father. 


18. And I tell thee that 
thou art a rock, and on 
this rock will I build my 
assembly of men, and 
death will not overcome 
this assembly of men. 
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(a) In many texts the word éué which gives a more 
private meaning to this verse, is wanting. Ewe is inter- 
polated so that the words of the preceding verse may 
refer to the resurrection of Lazarus. Without this word 
the verse only strengthens the meaning of the first. 

(6) Flesh and blood in Hebrew means mortal. 

(c) The words of Verse 19, Whatever thou shalt loose 
on earth, etc., have evidently been transferred here through 
a misunderstanding and for church purposes; they have 
here no meaning, nor connection, for the address refers 
first to one, and then to all. 


Simon understood well what Jesus Christ was saying 
of himself, and he gave a correct answer. He said, Thou 
art what thou sayest: in thee is the word of life, — thou 
art the son of life; thy teaching is life. 

And Jesus said to him, Thou art blessed, for thou hast 
comprehended, not from me, who am mortal, but from the 
spirit of God. Now, since thy foundation is the immor- 
tal one, not my words, not my prophecy, but the compre- 
hension of God, thou art firm, and on this comprehension 
alone will the true union of men be based. 


20. Tére Stectrelt\aro Matt. xvi. 20. Then 20. Then he explained 

~ ais MNT; chargeds he his disci- to the disciples that 
TOUS MAUNTALS AVTOV, 'V4 vies that they should they should te!l no man 
pndevi elrwowv bre ards tell no man that he was that he was Christ. 


éoriv Inoods 6 Xpicrds. Jesus the Christ. 


(a) SiactéAXw means to divide, distinguish, explain. 
On what ground it is translated by to command we can 
understand only by considering that the meaning of this 
most important verse was lost, as we shall later see. 
Jesus said to Peter that he correctly understood him 
to be Christ in the sense of the living God, and added, 
Thou art right in looking for my rights, not in me, the 
mortal Jesus, but in the spirit of God; and he went on 
to say that only on such a comprehension could an 
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assembly of men be founded. Then it says that he 
explained to his disciples in what sense he was Christ, 
so that they should not again fall into the error of 
saying that he, the mortal Jesus out of Nazareth, was 
the Christ. 

This verse is repeated in all the synoptics with the 
change of the word diactéAdw, for which we there have 
évritiwaw, that is, commanded, and the meaning is some- 


what weakened. 
Here is the delirium of the church (Gospel of Matt., 
p. 299): 


Then he charged his disciples, etc.: The cause of this charge 
could have been, on the one hand, the desire not to kindle the 
passions too early in the people, with their false conceptions of 
the Messiah ; on the other, not to rouse in the Pharisees and the 
rulers, who were ill-disposed toward him, premature and violent 
anger, which would subject his life to danger, while his time had 
not yet come ; finally also this, that they would not have under- 
stood him then, since they had a false conception about him, by 
taking him to be, not the Messiah himself, but his forerunner. 
Time was needed for his teaching and for the activity of his 
person to clear up everything for those who could comprehend. 
Why did he charge them not to tell? In order that, after the 
removal of the tempters, after the accomplishment of the exploit 
on the cross, and after the cessation of all his sufferings, when ~ 
there would not be any one to interfere with the belief of men in 
him and to harm them, the correct conception of him shouid be 
clearly and firmly impressed on the minds of those who heard 
him. So long as his mightiness was not yet made very mani- 
fest, he wanted the apostles to begin to preach only when the 
obvious truth of the preacher and the force of the events would 
confirm their words. For it was one thing to see him do 
miracles in Palestine and to be subject to insults and persecu- 
tions, especially when after the miracles the cross was to follow ; 
and another thing to see the whole universe bow to him and 
believe in him, when he no longer had to bear those sufferings 
through which he had passed. And so he charged them not to 
tell any man. 

If those who had seen many miracles and had heard so many 
unuttered secrets were sorely tried at the very rumour about his 
sufferings, and among them not only all the other apostles, but 
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the chief of them, Peter, you can imagine to what trial the 
people would have been subjected, if they had known that Jesus 
Christ was the son of God, and then had seen him crucified and 
spat upon, while they did not yet comprehend what was con- 
cealed in these mysteries, had not yet received the holy spirit! 
And so he justly charged them not to tell the people before the 
crucifixion, since before the crucifixion he was afraid to tell it 
even to those who were to be the teachers. 


Here is Reuss’s view (Vol. I., pp. 395 and 396): 


La réponse de Simon, diversement formulée dans les trois 
textes, mais revenant partout au méme sens, est la preuve que 
méme sans la déclaration positive de Jésus, il s’était formé dans 
Vesprit des disciples, spectateurs journaliers des miracles de leur 
maitre et auditeurs permanents de son enseignement, la convic- 
tion arrétée qu’il était le Christ, /’Oint de Dieu, le Messie promis, 
le fils de Dieu, formules partout identiques pour le sens et qui ne 
disent rien sur la nature de la personne, mais qui expriment la 
notion de la dignité de l’envoyé. “Tu es celui que les prophétes 
ont annoncé, que le peuple attend, qui doit fonder le royaume de 
Dieu et restaurer Israél.” La spiritualité relative de la notion 
n’est pas déterminée par cette déclaration et nous allons en voir 
la preuve. 

Tous les trois narrateurs ajoutent que Jésus interdit aux dis- 
ciples de parler de cette conviction 4 d’autres personnes. Pour- 
quoi cela? Il n’y a qu’une seule réponse 4 donner a cette ques- 
tion: c’est que la notion qu’ils avaient du Christ n’était pas 
encore celle que Jésus voulait leur faire adopter et qu’il voulait 
faire prévaloir dans le monde. Leur éducation apostolique 
n’était pas terminée. Ils auraient répandu ou corroboré des 
erreurs en combinant, avec leur attachement a sa personne, les 
espérances populaires qu’ils partageaient. 


This is terrible! Jesus in every imaginable way makes 
statements about his being a man, like everybody else, 
and all men being like himself; at the same time he 
preaches the teaching about the spirit and the filial rela- 
tion to the living God, a teaching which cannot be ex- 
pressed in any other way than by the words of Jesus. 
He preaches this doctrine, and all understand it topsy- 
turvy, saying that he makes himself out a God. He 
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labours hard, and says, I am not God, but all of you are 
gods; I am a man, I am saved by God who is within me ; 
this God in every man is the only Christ; there will 
never be any other. And no one wants to understand 
him. Some cry, He is the son of David; and recognize 
him only as God, and worship him ; others recognize him 
only as man and want to crucify him for calling himself 
God. Finally his disciple, Simon Peter, understands him, 
and he explains to his disciples that he is not to be 
regarded as Jesus Christ. 

This same phrase is copied with a slight change, and it 
turns out that he charges them for some reason not to tell 
that he is Jesus Christ. 

They do not hear with their ears, and do not see with 
their eyes. 

After transferring the parable of the man born blind to 
the end of the chapter, there follows the so-called resur- 
rection of Lazarus. 

This is what the church has to say (pp. 391 and 398): 


He groaned in the spirit and was troubled: The Greek word 
which is translated by groaned includes the idea of provocation, 
anger, and disgust, caused by the provoking act, and the word 
which is rendered by troubled includes the idea of agitation, con- 
vulsion: consequently the whole expression could more correctly 
be translated by was agitated and convulsed. 

What was it that at that moment so agitated the Lord’s soul ? 
A little later, when the Jews, who were present, clearly expressed 
their hostile relation to him, he was again agitated, which gives 
us reason for supposing that the Lord was at that moment 
agitated from the same cause, that is, on account of the Jews, 
on account of their conduct at that time. The evangelist says 
that the Lord was troubled when he saw Mary weeping and the 
Jews, who came with her, weeping, that is, when he saw, on 
the one hand, the sincere tears of the deeply mourning sister 
of the deceased man, and on the other, side by side with her, the 
weeping of these men (or of some of them), whose tears, it 
seems, were as sincere as the tears of Mary, but who harboured 
a hostile feeling toward him, the beloved friend of the grieving 
sisters. The Lord was profoundly troubled by the crocodile tears 
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of his enemies. Besides, the Lord saw that this enmity toward 
him would lead to death, and the organs of this hostility 
toward him were there, in the presence of the greatest miracle, 
which was soon to take place. This miracle would be the 
greatest token and proof of his Messianic worth, and ought to 
wipe out the hatred; but instead of this, he knew it would serve 
as a decisive cause for sentencing him to death. 

The greatest miracle will be made by Satan the signal for the 
fatal capital punishment, and a few of the organs of this dark 
force are present, weeping crocodile tears. The Lord groaned in 
the spirit. This groaning was so great that it produced an exter- 
nal bodily agitation ; according to the meaning of the Greek 
word, this agitation was not entirely involuntary, but expressed 
a certain effort of the Lord himself to subdue this spiritual 
agitation. 

Many believed on him, but some went their ways to the Pharisees, 
etc.: Again a usual division of the Jews, to which John generally 
points; this division is now deeper than it was before. Those 
who were less blinded, who were struck by the grandeur of the 
unquestionable miracle which was wrought in their presence, 
believed on the miracle-worker, as the Messiah; but those 
who were more blinded became, so to speak, completely blind 
and grew furious in their unbelief. They went to the Lord’s 
worst enemies, to the Pharisees, and told them what Jesus had 
said to them. Judging from the fact that the council of the 
Sanhedrim was called immediately after their denunciation was 
in, and that it was decided there to kill the Lord, we must 
assume beyond a doubt that their report was evil, with a mali- 
cious purpose. They, no doubt, denounced him to the Pharisees 
with the intention of maligning him, as though he had done 
some unlawful thing, when he had ordered the dead man to be 
disinterred. How remarkable such malicious unbelief and blind- 
ness are in view of the greatest unquestionable miracle! The 
evangelist himself marvels at such unbelief and blindness. No 
doubt they misinterpreted even this miracle, as they misinter- 
preted other miracles, either by saying that he wrought them 
with the aid of an unholy agency, or suspecting some trickery, 
and so forth. What limits will be reached by the blindness of 
man, whose heart is filled with malice, envy, and prejudices ! 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI., pp. 250 and 251): 


La pritre prononcée par Jésus ne présente rien qui puisse 
mériter les reproches qu’on lui a faits quelquefois de nos jours, 
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dés qu’on s’en tient au texte qui déclare que e’était une priére 
d’action de graces. Jésus n’a pas demandé en ce moment le 
pouvoir exceptionnel de ressusciter un mort; toujours uni 4 son 
pere, il ne peut pas étre question entre eux d’une délégation de 
faveur pour une circonstance spéciale. S’il a parlé & haute voix, 
e’est pour bien convaincre le monde que son pouvoir vient de 
Dieu, et que ses ceuvres sont accomplies 4 la gloire de Dieu 
(Chap. v. 36 suiv.; xvii. 4, etc.). S’il remercie Dieu d’avance, 
c’est une preuve d’autant plus irréfragable qu’il n’est pas un 
thaumaturge d’occasion, mais le dépositaire des forces divines, 
dune maniére permanente (Chap. i. 52). — On remarquera encore 
qu'il rappelle 4 Marthe (v. 40) qu’il lui avait prédit qu’elle verrait 
la gloire de Dieu, si elle avait la foi. Or, cette phrase est com- 
posée d’éléments des versets 4, 23 et 26, et prouve encore que la 
rédaction est faite pour le lecteur du livre, et non inspirée par les 
préoccupations d’une exactitude diplomatique. Prétendre que 
Jésus avait fait dire 4 Marthe, par quelque messager, ce que nous 
lisons au y. 4, c’est retomber dans l’orniére du rationalisme vul- 
gaire, qui s’obstine a ne voir partout dans cet évangile qu’une 
narration a fleur de terre. 

Quant au fond de V’histoire, et au fait méme de la résurrection 
de Lazare, il faut reconnaitre que tous les essais d’écarter le 
miracle sont arbitraires, et reviennent en fin de compte & nier 
purement et simplement la crédibilité de V’auteur. Aucune 
explication, de toutes celles qu’on a proposées, ne porte en elle- 
méme un caractére de vraisemblance et de simplicité tel qu’on 
serait tenté de la substituer sans plus ni moins & la forme tradi- 
tionnelle du récit. L’argument négatif le plus grave est tiré du 
silence des Synoptiques; mais il peut étre neutralisé par la con- 
sidération des nombreuses lacunes que présentent leurs récits, 
pris individuellement. La tradition ayant conservé le souvenir 
de plusieurs faits analogues (Hist. év., sect. 31, 37), la présence 
de celui-ci ne compromet pas plus particuliérement l’autorité de 
notre auteur. Cependant il convient de faire remarquer ici, 
qu’aprés le rationalisme l’orthodoxie a éprouvé, & son tour, le 
besoin d’amoindrir le miracle. Si elle ne parle plus d’une simple 
léthargie, elle prétend cependant que l’assertion de Marthe, au 
v. 39, repose sur une présomption erronée. Elle aussi ne peut se 
décider & admettre le retour de la vie dans un corps dont la dé- 
composition aurait commencé d’une maniére sensible. La ques- 
tion physiologique n’est pas de notre compétence, mais nous 
soutenons qu’elle n’a pas arrété le narrateur. I] ne fait pas dire 
& Jésus que Marthe se trompe, mais il oppose directement la 


x 


gloire de Dieu & la désolation désespérée de ’vhomme, la réalité 
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de la vie nouvelle 4 l’absolue destruction de la vie premiére. En 
méconnaissant ce fait, non seulement on marchande le miracle 
en lui-méme, mais on efface aussi ce qu’il est destiné & mettre en 
relief, dans l’économie de cet ouvrage, savoir, |’antithése radicale 
entre la vie physique et la vie spirituelle. A ce point de vue, 
nous osons affirmer que l’odeur cadavéreuse émanée du tombeau, 
méme avant la levée de la pierre, est un trait essentiel dans le 
récit. 


Reuss’s point of view is the so-called scientific one. 
Though the absurdity of the miracles is very clear, we 
have been brought to such a point by the obfuscation of 
a thousand years, wrought upon us by the church, that 
we are not at once struck by such absurdities, and so I do 
not consider it superfluous to explain how I now under- 
stand such stories of miracles. 

Lazarus, of whose life nothing is said, is dead. Jesus 
arrives. Lazarus is in the grave, stinking. Jesus says 
certain words, and the dead man rises. This is to prove 
the truth of this, that Jesus was the son of God, God 
himself, and that he came to save us and to give us the 
teaching of truth. 


First of all, what is meant by raising the dead? If 
a man is dead and smells, that means that his whole 
body has begun to decompose, and the life of the flesh 
has come to an end. The man has again come back to 
life: what does this mean? Either that the man was not 
dead, that is, has not accomplished the process of death ; 
or that something took place which destroys the concept 
of life and death, that for me there does no longer exist 
the difference between death and life. In either case 
there is nothing remarkable. If he did not die, nothing 
is to be said; but if my conceptions of death and of the 
carnal life are incorrect, there is again no cause for 
wonderment. 

But let us say that we shall forget this reflection, 
and shall say that the resurrection is a manifestation of 
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the mightiness of God. If so, we not only think of his 
mightiness, but involuntarily also of his wisdom, and 
ask ourselves, Why did he raise Lazarus, and not John or 
Peter? And why did he raise Lazarus, since he could 
have made wings or two heads grow out of him? And 
we are obliged to confess that in this action of God his 
wisdom was not expressed with his mightiness. 

It says that Jesus raised Lazarus, because he pitied his 
sisters: this is something undivine. But suppose we 
shall forget that, too. God’s mightiness was manifested 
in order to prove his truth. Even if we suppose this to 
be so, we cannot help asking what the connection is be- 
tween the truth of God and the resurrection of Lazarus. 
I am in doubt whether the coin which is given to me is 
genuine gold. J am shown that this coin has the 
property, say, of emitting sounds. Yes; very well, he 
raised Lazarus, and the coin emits sounds, but how does 
this prove to me that Jesus is God, and that the coin is 
of gold? There is no causal connection between them. 
But let us assume that we shall forget even this, and that 
we admit that the miracles assure us of the truth of the 
divinity. Very well, Jesus proved his divinity by raising 
a dead man. Evenif he did so, this is a poor proof of his 
divinity, because the magicians did the same, and the 
spiritualists materialized Katie King. The apostles raised 
from the dead, and so did relics. If God wanted at all 
to prove his mightiness by some extraordinary act, he 
would have chosen something unusual, something which 
men could not imitate him in: he would have done 
something more marvellous, say, he would have made a 
square star. But let us forget this too, and let us sup- 
pose that God forgot that men would do such miracles, 
or would say that they did them, and let us admit that 
this miracle is one and unrepeated. To prove his truth 
to men, God raised Lazarus from the dead. Very well, 
he raised him to prove his own truth. 
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T am a man, so what use is there after eighteen hundred 
years of proving to me that eighteen hundred years ago God 
in the presence of a dozen people raised a man. I should 
have been glad to believe it, if I had seen it; but I did 
not see it. It would have been an easy matter for God to 
have raised a man and let him live until now; or to have 
caused a tree to grow on the leaves, with the roots in the 
air; or to make a star as long as a stick, standing all the 
time in one spot, and then there would be no doubt. But 
as it is, | have not seen anything. I see such tricks per- 
formed by magicians and spiritualists, and this, too, not 
eighteen hundred years ago, but now, in our day, and they 
write in books about them, and adduce witnesses. Why, 
then, should I believe that more? And so there is noth- 
ing to lay hands on, and it turns out in every way that 
God has disgraced himself, that he undertook to prove 
his truth, without proving it. More than that: by his 
very method of bad proofs he has acknowledged that he 
has no good proofs, that his coin is not genuine, and that 
a spurious coin is being foisted upon me. 

Reuss’s point of view, the so-called scientific one, as 
was said before, is not even a point of view, but wn faux 
Suyant, a begging of the question. I have no need of 
knowing what the author had in mind, when he wrote it ; 
what I want to know is what I am to think of it, and 
this Reuss does not say. If the author actually thought 
that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and thus proved 
his divinity, I cannot help observing that the author 
knows nothing of the teaching of Christ. And yet I 
draw from that very book the true meaning of Christ’s 
teaching, and even in this passage do I find the words 
of Verse 25, which directly contradict the story of the 
material resurrection of the dead man, He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, — which 
means that, as is said in the whole teaching, the true life 
is not in time, and does not depend on the will of man; 
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from the story, however, it turns out that the resurrection 
of Lazarus took place at the will of Jesus: if he had not 
come and had not been told of it, as he has not been 
informed of millions who died believing in him, Lazarus 
would not have been raised. This inner contradiction 
has to be explained; but the quasi-scientific tone about 
what a putative author thought can be of no interest 
to any one. So also it is impossible to accept the whole 
chapter about the raising of Lazarus, if one understands 
and believes in the resurrection of Jesus. This and sim- 
ilar chapters could have been accepted only by church 
people, who never understood the teaching of Christ. But 
for all others, who are seeking the teaching, there cannot 
even be a question as to what the story of the resurrec- 
tion means: it means nothing, just like all the other 
miracles. It has to be cleaned out and rejected, and all © 
there will be left will be the words of Verses 25 and 26: 


25. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

26. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? 


THE PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THE TEACHING 


To receive the true life one must give up the carnal 
life. The carnal life is the food for the true life. The 
teaching of Jesus consists in giving up the carnal life for 
the true life. 

The Pharisees and learned men began to ask Jesus, 
Thou sayest that it is necessary to give up the carnal life 
and all its pleasures in order to receive the true life, but 
how dost thou prove this ? 

And Jesus groaned from pity for these men. Their 
asking for proofs showed him that they did not under- 
stand him. And he said, Men want proofs, and proofs 
cannot be given to them. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 67 


And he said to them, What carnal proofs do you want 
for a non-carnal life? Have you no proofs for everything 
which you know? Looking at the beautiful evening 
glow you assume that next day there will be fair weather, 
and when it looks gloomy in the morning, you assume 
that it will rain. You have no proofs, but you judge of 
this from the appearance of the sky, and you are able 
to draw your conclusions. Why, then, do you not draw 
the same correct conclusions in regard to yourselves? If 
you judged just as correctly about yourselves as you do 
about the signs of the weather, you would know that just 
as certainly as the west wind brings rain, death follows 
after the temporal life. 

And so there is no other proof, and there can be none, 
for the proof of my teaching, except the teaching itself. 

There can be no proofs of the comprehension. 

The southern queen went to see Solomon, not to ask 
for proofs, but to listen to his wisdom. The Ninevites 
did not ask Jonah for proofs, but listened to his teaching, 
and were converted; even so you must do, and must not 
ask for any proofs. 

After this the Jews tried to sentence Jesus to death, 
and Jesus went into Galilee, and there lived with his 
relatives. 

There came the Jewish feast of the tabernacles. 

The brothers of Jesus got ready to go to the feast, and 
asked Jesus to go with them. They did not believe in 
his teaching, and said to him, Thou sayest that the 
Jewish way of serving God is not right, and that thou 
knowest the right way of serving him with deeds. If 
thou truly believest that none but thee know the true 
service of God, go with us to the feast, for a large multi- 
tude will be there. There thou canst announce in the 
presence of the whole people that the teaching of Moses 
is false. If all of them will believe thee, all thy disciples 
will see that thou art right. What is the sense in con- 
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cealing thyself? Thou sayest that our service is wrong, 
that thou knowest the true way of serving God, so show 
it to all. 

And Jesus gaid to them, For you there is a special time 
and place for serving God; but I have no such special 
time and place. I always and everywhere work for God. 
It is this that I show people: I show them that their 
service of God is false, and for this they hate me. Go 
yourselves to the feast, and I will go whenever I wish. 

And the brothers went away, but he remained at 
home; later he went to the feast when it was half over. 

The Jews were troubled, because he did not honour 
their holiday and did not come. And they disputed a 
great deal about his teaching: some said that he was 
telling the truth; and others said that he only agitated 
the people. 

In the middle of the holiday Jesus entered the temple 
and began to teach the people, saying that their worship 
was false, and that God must be worshipped not in 
the temple and with sacrifices, but in the spirit and 
with works. All listened to him and marvelled at his 
wisdom. ' 

And Jesus, hearing that they marvelled at his wisdom, 
said to them, My wisdom consists in this, that I teach 
what I know from my Father. My teaching consists in 
doing the will of the spirit, which gives me life. He 
who does this will know that it is the truth, for he will 
not do what seems good to him, but what seems good to 
the spirit which lives within him. Your law of Moses 
is not the eternal law, and so those who follow it do 
not execute the eternal law, and do wrong and what 
is untrue. I teach you to do the one will, and in my 
teaching there can be no contradiction, but your written 
law of Moses is all filled with contradictions. I give you 
a teaching, with which man stands higher than all decrees 
and finds the law within himself. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 69 


And many said, They have said that he is a false 
prophet, and he has been condemning the law, and yet 
no one says anything to him. Maybe he is indeed real, 
and maybe the rulers have acknowledged him. There is 
one thing, however, which does not fit: it is said that 
when he who is sent by God shall come, no one will 
know whence he comes, but we know whence he comes, 
and we know his whole family. 

The people did not understand his teaching, and kept 
looking for external proofs. 

Then Jesus said to them, You know whence I come in 
a carnal way, but you do not know whence I come in the 
spirit. You do not know him from whom I come in 
the spirit, and it is only him that you ought to know. 
If I said that I am Christ, you would believe me as a 
man, but you would not believe God who is in me and in 
you. You must believe in the one God. I am here 
among you for a brief space of time: I show you the 
way of salvation, the return to that source of life from 
which I came. And you ask me for proofs and want to 
condemn me. If you do not know the way, you will 
certainly not find me when I am gone. You must not 
condemn me, but follow me. He who will do what I 
say will find out whether what I say is true or not. He 
for whom the life of the flesh has not become the food of 
the spirit, who does not seek the truth, as the thirsty 
person seeks water, cannot understand me. But he who 
thirsts for water may follow me and drink. And he 
who will believe in my teaching will receive the true 
life. He will receive the life of the spirit. 

And many believed in his teaching, and said, What he 
says is true and from God. Others did not understand 
him, and kept looking in the prophecies for proofs of his 
being sent by God. And many disputed with him, but 
could not prevail against him. The Pharisees and learned 
men sent their assistants to contend with him. But their 
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assistants returned to them, saying, We can do nothing 
with him. 

And the high priests said, Why did you not accuse 
him ? 

And they replied, Never has a man spoken like him. 

Then the Pharisees said, It does not mean anything, 
that you cannot prevail against him, and that the people 
believe in his teaching. We do not believe, and none of 
the rulers believe, but the accursed people are always 
stupid and ignorant. 

And Jesus said to the Pharisees, There can be no 
proofs of the truth of my teaching, just as there can 
be no illumination of the light. My teaching is the true 
light, that light when men see what is good and what 
bad, and so it is impossible to prove my teaching: it 
proves everything else. He who will follow me will not 
be in the dark, but with him life and light is the same. 

But the Pharisees still demanded proofs of the truth 
of his teaching, and said, Thou art the only one who 
says this. 

And he replied to them, If I am the only one who says 
this, I am still in the right, for I know whence I come 
and whither I go. Besides, not I alone teach this, but 
the Father, my spirit, teaches it also. But you do not 
know him, and so this proves the falseness of your teach- 
ing. You do not know whence you come and whither 
you go. I am leading you, but, instead of following 
me, you discuss who I am; and so you cannot come to 
salvation and to life, to which I lead you. And you will 
perish, if you abide in this error and do not follow me. 

And the Jews asked, Who art thou ? 

He said, I am not any special man; as a man I am 
nothing ; but, above all, I am what I tell you: I am the 
way and the truth,—I am the comprehension. And 
when you make the spirit of the son of man your God, 
you will know what I am, because what I do and say 
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is not from me, as a man, but what my Father has 
taught me. 

Only he who keeps the comprehension, who does the 
will of the Father, can be taught by me. To comprehend 
the truth, it is necessary to do good. He who does evil 
loves the darkness and goes toward it; he who does 
good goes toward the light. And so, in order to under- 
stand my teaching, it is necessary to do good. He who 
will do good will know the truth, and he who will know 
the truth will be free from evil and from death; for 
every man who errs becomes the slave of his error. 

And as the slave does not always live in the house 
of his master, while the master’s son is always there, 
even so a man, who errs in life and becomes the slave 
of his error, does not live for ever, but dies. Only he 
who is in the truth lives for ever. But the truth con- 
sists in being a son, and not a slave. And so, if you err, 
you will be slaves, and you will die; but if you abide in 
the truth, you will be free sons, and will live. 

You say of yourselves that you are the children of 
Abraham, and that you know the truth; and yet you 
want to kill me, because I tell you the truth. Abraham 
did not do so. If you wish to do this, —to kill a man, 
you are not the sons of God the Father, and you do not 
serve him, but serve your father. You are not with me 
the sons of the same Father: you are the slaves of error, 
and its sons. If you had the same Father with me, you 
would love me, for I, too, come from God. I was not 
born of myself, but am also from God. For this reason 
you do not understand my words, and the comprehension . 
has no place in you. If I am from the Father, and you 
are from the same Father, you cannot wish to kill me. 
But since you wish to kill me, we are not of one Father. 
I am from God, but you are from the devil. You want 
to do the will of your father: he has always been a mur- 
derer and liar, and there is no truth in him. If he, the 
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devil, says anything, he says his own personal matters, 
and not what is common to all, and he is the father of 
lying and error; and so you are the slaves of error, and 
his children. 

You see how easy it is to accuse you of error. If I err, 
accuse me; but if there is no error, why do you not 
believe me ? 

And the Jews began to scold him, and said that he 
was mad. 

He said, I am not mad, but honour my Father, and 
you want to kill me, the son of the Father; conse- 
quently you are not my brothers, but children of another 
father. Not I affirm that I am right, but the truth speaks 
for me. And so I repeat to you, He who will grasp and 
execute my teaching will not see death. 

And the Jews said, Do we not tell the truth, when we 
say that he is a mad Samaritan? Thou accusest thyself. 
The prophets are dead; Abraham is dead, and thou sayest 
that he who will execute thy teaching will not see death. 
Abraham is dead, and thou wilt not die! Or art thou 
greater than Abraham ? 

The Jews kept discussing whether he, Jesus of Galilee, 
was an important prophet or not, and forgot everything 
which he had said, and that he said nothing of himself 
as a man, but spoke of the spirit of God which was 
within him. 

And Jesus said, I make nothing of myself. If I spoke 
of what seems good to me, everything I say would be 
without meaning; but there is a beginning of all things, 
which you call God, and of him I speak. You have not 
known the true God, but I know him. I cannot help 
saying that I know him. I should be a liar, such as you 
are, if I said that I did not know him. I know him, and 
I know his will, and do it. Your father Abraham is holy 
for this reason only, that he saw my comprehension and 
rejoiced in it. 


eo 
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The Jews said, Thou art thirty years old; how could 
you have lived in the days of Abraham ? 

He said, Before Abraham was, I was, that I, of whom 
I have told you, — the comprehension. 

The Jews picked up stones, to stone him, but he went 
away from them. 

I am the light of the world. He who will follow me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. 
If a man does not see the light, neither his parents, nor 
he, are to blame; but if he has light, it is his duty to 
shine for others. While we are in the world, we are the 
light of the world. If we see men who are deprived 
of light, we reveal the light to them from the principle 
which has produced us. And if a man sees the light, he 
will all be changed so that no one can tell him. A man 
remains the same man ; but there is this difference that, 
having learned that he is a son of God, he receives the 
light and sees what he never saw before. 

A man who did not see the light and has come to see 
it can say nothing as to whether it is true that he has 
regained his sight; all he can say is, I am regenerated ; 
IT am different from what I was; before this I was blind 
and did not see the true good, but now I see it. I do 
not know how I came to see, but I think that he who 
revealed the light to me is a man from God. 

And no matter how much they may say to a man who 
has seen the light, that it is not the true light; that he 
must pray to another God, the one he does not see; that 
he who gave him the light is mistaken, the man will not 
believe it. He will say, I know nothing about your God, 
nor whether the man who opened my eyes was mistaken, 
or not; but I know that formerly I did not see, and now 
I see. 

And no matter how much you may ask such a man 
how his eyes were opened, he will tell you the same. 
They were opened in this way, that I found out that the 
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beginning of my life is the spirit, and, having learned this, 
I was regenerated. No matter how much you may say 
that the law of Moses is the true law of God; that God 
himself revealed it to Moses; that God communes with 
the saints, and that he who opened his eyes is a sinner, the 
man will repeat the one answer, I know nothing about 
all that, but I know that I was blind, and now I see. © 
And I know that he who opened my eyes is from God. 
For, if he were not from God, he could not do it. 

Such a man trusts only in the spirit of the son of God, 
which is in him, and that is all he needs. 

And Jesus said, The teaching separates men: the 
blind receive their sight, and those who think that 
they see become blind. If men do not see the light 
from their birth, they are not to blame, and they may 
receive their sight. Only those who affirm that they 
see, when they see nothing, are to blame indeed. 

And the Jews began to dispute. Some said, He is 
simply mad; and others said, A madman cannot open 
men’s eyes. 

Men abandon themselves to my teaching, not because 
I prove it to them: it is impossible to prove the truth, 
but the truth proves everything else. But people abandon 
themselves to my teaching, because it is one, and familiar 
to people, and promises them life. My teaching is for 
people what the familiar voice of the shepherd is for the 
sheep, when he enters to them by the door. and gathers 
them, to drive them into the pasture. But nobody be- 
lieves your teaching, because it is foreign to men, and 
men see in it your lusts. It is for men what for the 
sheep is the sight of a man who does not enter by 
the door, but climbs over the enclosure: the sheep do 
not know him, and they feel that he is a robber. 

My teaching is the only true one, as one door is for 
the sheep. All your teachings of the law of Moses are 
a lie, — as the thieves and robbers are lies for the sheep. 
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He who abandons himself to my teaching will find the 
true life, just as the sheep will go out and find food, 
if they follow the shepherd. For a thief comes only 
to steal, rob, and destroy, while a shepherd comes to 
feed and give life. And it is only my teaching which 
promises the true life. 

The shepherds are masters, whose lives are formed by 
the sheep and who give their lives for the sheep; they 
are true shepherds. But there are hirelings, who do not 
trouble themselves about the sheep, because they are hire- 
lings, and the sheep are not their own, such as, when a 
wolf comes, forsake their sheep, and these are not true 
shepherds. Even so there are untrue teachers, such as 
have no thought for the life of men, and true teachers, 
such as give their souls for the life of men. I am such 
a teacher. 

My teaching consists in giving the life for other men. 
No one takes it from me, but I of my own will give it 
for men, in order that I may receive the true life. This 
commandment I received from my Father. And as the 
Father knows me, so I know the Father, and so I lay 
my life down for the sake of men. And so the Father 
loves me, for I fulfil his commandments. 

And all men, not only here and now, but all men, will 
understand my voice and will all come together, and 
will be one, and the teaching will be one. 

And the Jews surrounded him, and said, Everything 
which thou sayest is hard to understand and does not 
agree with our Scripture. Do not torment us, but tell 
us outright, Art thou that Messiah who according to our 
books is to come into the world ? 

And Jesus replied to them, I have already told you 
who I am. I am what I have told you; but you do 
not believe my words. Believe my works,—the life 
in God, which I lead, — you will understand by them 
who I am, and wherefore I have come. But you do not 
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believe, for you do not follow me. He who walks in my 
path and does what I say understands me. And he who 
understands my teaching and fulfils it will receive the 
true life. My Father united them with me, and nobody 
can sever them. I and the Father are one. 

And the Jews were offended by this, and laid hold 
of stones to stone him. 

But he said to them, I have shown you much good 
through my Father, so for what deed do you want to 
stone me? 

They said, Not for a good deed do we wish to stone 
thee, but because thou, a man, makest thyself a God. 

And Jesus answered them, But the same is said in 
your Scripture: it says that God himself said to the bad 
rulers, You are gods. If vicious people were called gods, 
why should you consider it a blasphemy to call God that 
which God, loving it, sent into the world? Every man 
according to the spirit is a son of God. If I do not live 
in godly fashion, do not believe that I am a son of God; 
but if I do, believe according to my life that I am in 
God. And then you will understand that God is in me, 
and I am in God, that I and the Father are one. 

And Jesus said, My teaching is the awakening of life. 
He who believes in my teaching retains his life, though 
he dies carnally. He who lives does not die. 

And the Jews did not know what to do with him, and 
were not able to sentence him. 

And he went once more beyond the Jordan, and 
remained there. And many believed in his teaching, 
and said that it was as true as John’s teaching. And 
so many believed in his teaching. 

And Jesus once asked his disciples, and said, Tell me 
how people understand my teaching about the son of God 
and the son of man. 

They said, Some understand it like John’s teaching; 
others, like the prophecy of Elijah; others again say that 
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it resembles the teaching of Jeremiah, and take you to be 
a prophet. 

He said, And how do you understand my teaching? 
And Simon Peter said to him, In my opinion thy teach- 
ing consists in this, that thou art the chosen son of God, 
of life. Thou teachest that God is the life in man. 

And Jesus said to him, Happy thou art, Simon, to 
have understood this. No man could have revealed this 
to thee, for God within thee has revealed it to thee. Not 
carnal reflection and not I with my words, but God, my 
Father, has directly revealed it to thee. 

And on this comprehension is based the assembly of 
men, for whom there is no death. 


THERE IS NO OTHER LIFE. 


37. ‘O pirev rarépa 
4h untépa brép éue, ovK 
Zote pov dios: Kal 6 
pirav vidv 4} dvyarépa 
brép ue, od EoTL pou 
&£uos. 

38. Kal és od AapBa- 
ve. Tov oTaupdy avTod 
kal dkoNovbe? drlaw wou, 
otk éo7t pov dévos. 

89. ‘O ebpay Thy pu- 
xhv avrod arodéoe ad- 
thy Kal 6 diodéoas 
Thy puxhv avrod Evexev 
éuod evpjoe adrjy. 

27. Tére droxpibels 
6 Ilérpos elrev atte, 
"dod, ters adjxaper 
wdyTa, Kal AKoNovOjoa- 
pév cor th dpa eorac 
Hyer ; 

29. Kal was 6s abf- 
kev olklas, # ddedqods, 
} adeApas, A marépa, 7 
pntépa,  yuvaika, # 
téxva,  aypovs, evexev 
Tod dvéuarés pov, éxa- 
tovramdaclova AhWerat, 
Kal fwhv alwymov Kdjpo- 
VOUNTEL. 

80. "Edy uy \48y éxa- 
tovram\aclova viv ép 
T@ Kaip@ rovrw, olktas 
kal ddedpovs Kal dded- 


CHAPTER VIII. 


OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD 


Matt.x. 37. He that 
loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not 
worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or daugh- 
ter more than me, is not 
worthy of me. 


38. And he that taketh 
not his cross, and fol- 
loweth after me, is not 
worthy of me. 


39. He that findeth his 
life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for 
my sake, shall find it. 


Matt. xix. 27. Then 
answered Peter and said 
unto him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what 
shall we have therefore? 


29. And every one that 
hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or 


wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name’s 
sake, shall receive a 


hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life. 


30. But he shall receive 
a hundredfold now in 
this time, houses, and 
brethren, and _ sisters, 
and mothers, and chil- 
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REWARDS IN THE 


37. He who loves fa- 
ther or mother more 
than me, does not agree 
with me: and he who 
loves son or daughter 
more than me, does not 
agree with me, 


38. And he who is not 
prepared for carnal pri- 
vations and does not 
follow me, does not 
agree with me. 


39. He who acquires 
(carnal) life will lose it; 
and he who loses his 
carnal life according to 
my teaching, will re- 
ceive life. 


27. Then Simon Peter 
said to him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what 
shall we have for it? 


29. And Jesus an- 
swered them, You know 
yourselves that every 
one who forsakes his 
family, his brothers and 
sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife and 
children, and fields for 
the sake of my teaching, 
— the true good, 


30. Will receive a hun- 
dred times more here, 


in this life, amidst 
ersecutions, families, 
rothers, sisters, chil- 
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gas Kat pmrépas xal dren, and Janae nays dren, ne nels, and 
\ persecutions; andinthe eternal life in the pass- 

Téxva Kal dypovs, werd orig to comes eternal ing world. 

Owypav, Kal év T®@ life, 


aldve TO épxopevp Swhv 
aldwov. 


81. TloAXot dé Zcov- Mian mond ey tat “ A 31, aon man who 
a v rst sha e last; an rst wi e last, an 
Tat mpGror Eoxarou, Kal the last first, ; who were last will be 
ol Exxator Tparoat. first. 


(4) épxopuar means to go, to pass. 


Peter’s question as to what reward we shall receive is 
understood by Christ in two ways: first, as a reward in 
general for the execution of the law; and secondly, What 
reward will they receive,— a reward which should cor- 
respond to the sacrifices which they are making ? 

To the first part of the question as to the thrones in 
heaven, Jesus replies that they know themselves what 
the reward will be. The reward here, in this life, is a 
hundred times greater than the human joys which they 
have left, — it is the life outside of time. 

In response to the second part of the question, Jesus 
says that in the kingdom of God there is no first and no 
last ; that the first are last, and the last first; that the 
conception of the kingdom of God is not connected with 
the idea of rewards, which correspond to the deserts, — 
which was said in the parable of the talents. And he 
goes on to explain these words of the parables. 

Peter’s next question and Jesus’ answer stand in Mat- 
thew directly after the conclusion of the discourse with 
the rich young man, which is, that no one can be saved, 
except he be a mendicant. These cruel words startle the 
disciples. It is these sacrifices of the carnal life which 
call forth Peter’s question. According to my harmoniza- 
tion of the chapters, this question follows after all the 
examples and indications as to how we must give up the 
carnal life for the life of the spirit. To this Peter asks, 
What shall we have ? ‘ 
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IT omit Verse 28 from Matthew, as it has no definite 


meaning. 


and judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 


It speaks of their sitting on twelve thrones 


Either it 


is entirely incomprehensible and means nothing, or it is 
meant for an irony, in response to the question what they 


will receive, what reward. 


directly to an irony. 


The next passage points 


PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD 


1. ‘Opola yap éoru 
% Bacirela Tay ovpavav 
avOpmrw olxodeoréry, 
boris é&fAOev dua rpwt 
picOdoacba épydras els 
Tov dumedOva avrod. 

2. Duupwrjcas 6é 
pera TOV épyarav ék 
Snvaplov Thy Huépay, 
dméoreinev avrovs els 
Tov dumeNGva avrov. 

8. Kal éfeNav epi 
thy tplrnv wpa, eldev 
&Adous éora@ras év TH 
ayopa apyous: 

4. Kdxelvois _—_elrev, 
‘Yrdyere kal wvpels els 
Tov dumehova, Kal d édy 
7 Slkaov Sdow dyiv. 


5. Of 6@ dmr7dOov. 
maduy éfeNOwv epi Ex- 
thy Kal évvarny wpar, 
érolnoev woavTws. 


6. Ilept 5 rhv évde- 
Kkatny wpav éfedOav, 
etpevy Gddovs éorGras 
dpyovs, Kal Aéyer avrots, 
Th Bde éoryjKxate odnv 
Thy nucpav apyol ; 

7. Aéyouow atr@, 
“Ore ovdels Auds éu- 
cbwcaro. dyer avrois, 
‘Yrdyere kal wets els 
Tov dumedGva, wal § éday 
7 dlkavov AhperOe. 


Matt. xx. 1. For the 
kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man that 
is a householder, which 
went out early in the 
morning to hire labour- 
ers into his vineyard. 


2. And when he had 
agreed with the labour- 
ers for a penny a day, 
he sent them into his 
vineyard. 


3, And he went out 
about the third hour, 
and saw others standing 
idle in the market-place, 


4. And said unto them; 
Go ye also into the vine- 
yard, and whatsoever is 
right I will give you. 
And they went their 
way. 

5. Again he went out 


about the sixth and 
ninth hour, and did 
likewise. 


6. And about the elev- 
enth hour he went out, 
and found others stand- 
ing idle, and saith unto 
them, Why stand ye 
here all the day idle? 


7. They say unto him, 
Because no man hath 
hired us. Hesaith unto 
them, Go ye also into 
the vineyard; and what- 
soever is right, that 
shall ye receive, 


1. For the kingdom of 
God is hke this: a mas- 
ter went out in the 
morning to hire labour- 
ers, 


2. When he had agreed 
with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent 
them into his garden. 


3. Then he went out at 
breakfast time to look 
around, and found other 
labourers, who were not 
occupied, 

4, Andhesaid tothem, 
Go you also to work in 
my garden, and I will 
pay you what is right. 
And they went. 


5. And again the mas- 
ter went out to the mar- 
ket-place at the sixth 
and at the ninth hour, 
and he found other 
labourers who were not 
occupied, and he did the 
game with them. 

6. At noon the master 
went again to the mar- 
ket-place, and saw la- 
bourers standing idle; 
and he said to them, 
Why do you stand here 
the whole day idle? 


7. They said, Because 
no man has hired us. 
And he said to them, Go 
you also into the garden, 
and you will receive 
what is right, 
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8. "Olas 5é yevoué- 
wns, Aéyer 0 KUpios TOU 
dumehOvos TH éritpbrwp 
avrod,  Kddecov rovs 
épyatas, kal amrddos av- 
Tots Tov pucbov, aptd- 
pevos amd THY éoxdTwY 
ws TOv TPSTwr. 

9. Kat édddvres ol 
mept Thy EvdEeKaT ny Wpay, 
€rAaBov ava Snvapiov. 


10. ’ENOdvres de of 
mp@ror évouoav bre 1 )el- 
ova AnYovrat 


11. AaBédvres de éydy- 
yugov Kara Tov olKode- 
orérov, 

12. Aéyovres, “Ort, 
otra of @oxaTto plav 
pay érolnoav, kat toous 
hutv adbrovs émolnoas, 
Tots Bacrdoact Td Bapos 
THs Huépas Kat Tov Kav- 
owe. 

13. ‘O dé dmoxpibels 
elrrev évi adr dv, ‘Eraipe, 
ovK GOiK® oe oxi Snva- 
plov cuvepwvnods uot; 


14. *Apov 7d ody Kal 
Umaye. O6\w dé TovTy 
7@ éoxdty Sobvar as Kal 
ool: 

15. “H ovk Zeorl por 
moinoar 6 Oéd\w év Tots 
éuots; 7 6 6p0arpubs cov 
movnpbs éoriv, bre éyw 
dyads ele ; 

16. Otrws ecovrat ot 
Zoxaro. mp&rot, Kal ot 
mparo. éoxarou modXol 
ydp elot KdnTol, drlyor 
de éxdexrol. 


8. So when even was 
come, the lord of the 
vineyard saith unto his 
steward, Call the la- 
bourers, and give them 
their hire, beginning 
from the last unto the 
first. 


9. And when they 
came that were hired 
about the eleventh hour, 
they received every man 


a penny. 
10. But when the first 
came, they supposed 


that they should have 
received more; and they 
likewise received every 
man a penny. 

11. And when they had 
received it, they mur- 
mured against the good- 
man of the house, 

12. Saying, These last 
have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast 
made them equal unto 
us, which have borne 
the burden and heat of 
the day. 


13. But he answered 
one of them, and said, 
Friend, I do thee no 
wrong: didst not thou 
agree with me for a 
penny? 

14, Take that thine is, 
and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even 
as unto thee. 


15. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will 
with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil, because 
Iam good? 


16. So the last shall be 
first, and the first last: 
for many be called, but 
few chosen. 
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8. When evening came, 
the master said to his 
steward, Call the labour- 
ers, and give them their 
wages; first to the last, 
and then to the first. 


9, And those that came 
at noon received a 
penny. 


10. And those who 
came first supposed that 
they would receive 
more; but they received 
only a penny each. 


ll. They took it, but 
they began to murmur 
against the master. 


12. How is this? they 
said. They have done 
but one hour’s work, 
and thou hast made 
them equal with us. We 
have worked hard and 
sweated all day. 


13. But the master an- 
swered one of them, 
Friend, I do thee no 
wrong; did we not agree 
for a penny? 


14. Take what is thine, 
friend, and go thy way. 
I want to give the last as 
much as to thee. 


15. Have I no right 
over what is mine? Or 
dost thou see that I am 
good, and so thy eye has 

ecome envious? 


16. So the last shall be 
like the first, and the 
first like the last. 


The final words, For many ke called, but few chosen, 


are apparently a useless addition. 
words are wanting, and they are not in Tischendorf. 


In many texts these 


In 
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Luke the disciples say these words to Jesus immediately 
after the elucidation that brothers are to be forgiven, not 
seven times, but seventy times seven times. Obviously 
these words, like Peter’s words, refer to all the cruel words 
of the demand for the renunciation of the carnal life. The 
possibility of the true life is given to all men. He who 
wants takes it; he who does not want it does not take 
it. He who receives the true life has it and it cannot 
be said that it is equal for all, for to it cannot be applied 
the conceptions of more and less, of sooner and later. It 
is outside the category of space, time, and causality, as 
they would say in philosophical language. 

But we are so accustomed to the retribution of the 
terrestrial life, that we cannot rid ourselves of the idea 
that he who does everything which is regarded as good 
and pleasing to a God, whom we represent as being out- 
side us (while Jesus never stops expatiating on this, that 
no man has ever known God, except that the son has 
declared him) and that we want to establish our relations 
to God like those which exist between the peasants and 
their master. We want to please some one and do what 
we do not understand and do not wish to do, in order to 
please the master’s will; but, while we admit that we 
ought to be punished for not pleasing the master, as we 
ourselves are fond of punishing the slaves for not doing 
so, we want to be rewarded for doing the will of a stran- 
ger. And although the whole teaching of Jesus denies 
this view, the disciples and all of us ask what we shall 
get for forsaking our children and house, and our life, in 
order to follow his teaching. What is it we ask about? 
We ask what we shall get for going to the feast to which 
we are invited; what we shall get for creeping into that 
boat of salvation which is ready to receive us; what we 
shall get for having forsaken our wives and children, 
and having followed him. That is, what we shall get for 
having exchanged sorrow for joy, fetters for freedom, 
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death for life. 
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And he replies, In the first place, you do 


not sacrifice anything: when you forsake in this life your 
families, children, possessions, and all that, you will have 
a hundred times more, even amidst persecutions; in the 


second place, you will receive the true life. 
reward do you wish ? 


like kings, and judge the nations ? 
In this world of death I teach you the one possible 


life, the one plank of salvation. 


What other 


Do you want to sit on thrones, 


And thou, getting ready to 


clutch this plank, ask, What will the reward be for this ? 


GREATEST IS 


35. Kat mpooropevor- 
rat ait@ “IdkwBos Kal 
*Iwdvvns, of viol ZeBe- 
Satov, éyorres, Acdd- 
okanre, Oédopuev tva 6 éav 
alrnowpev ToLnons Hucv. 

86. ‘O de elzrev abrots, 
Ti Oédere trovjoal pe 
Dpcy ; 

87. Oi dé elroy aire, 
Aos qutv, tva els éx dekt- 
Gv cov kal els €& edwwi- 
pov cov Kallowper ev TH 
66&y cov. 

88. ‘O 68 Inoods 
elrrev avrots, OvK oldare 
tl airetobe. Sbvacbe mi- 
ely 7d morhpiov 6 eyo 
mlyw, Kal TO BarrTicna 
6 éyw Bamrlg{oua Bar- 
TicOAvat ; 

22. Aéyovow 
Avvdpueda. 

23. Kal Aéyer avrots, 
Td pev mornjpidy pov 
mlecOe, kal 7d Bdmri- 
ona 8 ey Bamrlfoua 
BarricOjnoecbe- 1d dé 
kabloa. éxk defy pou 
kal € edwrvdpwy pov, ovK 
Zari eudv doodvar, adn 
ols Aroluacras bd Tov 
mwaTpos (ov. 


ier 
QuTW, 


HE WHO IS A SERVANT TO ALL 


Mark x. 35. And James 
and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, come unto 
him, saying, Master, we 
would that thou should- 
est do for us whatsoever 
we shall desire. 


36. And he said unto 
them, What would ye 
that I should do for 
you?a 

37. They said unto him, 
Grant unto us that we 
may sit, one on thy right 
hand, and the other on 
thy left hand, in thy 
glory. 


38. But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not 
what ye ask: can ye 
drink of the cups that I 
drink of? and be bap- 
tized with the baptism 
that Iam baptized with? 


Matt. xx. 22. They say 
unto him, We are able. 


23. And he saith unto 
them, Ye shall drink in- 
deed of my cup, and be 
baptized with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized 
with: but to sit on my 
pet hand, and on my 
left, is not mine to give, 
but it shall be given to 
them for whom it is pre- 
pared of my father,4 


35. And James and 
John, the sons of Zebe- 
dee, came to Jesus, say- 
ing, Teacher, we wish 
thou wouldst do for us 
what we shall ask thee. 


36. And he said to 
them, What do you want 
me to do for you? 


37. And they said to 
him, Make us both equal 
to thee in thy teaching. 


38. And Jesus replied 
to them, You do not 
know what youask. On 
earth you can do the 
same as I am doing, and 
you may be regenerated 
in the spirit, just I am 
regenerated. 


22. They said to him, 
We can. 


23. And he said to 
them, You can live and 
be regenerated the same 
as I; but to make you 
such as I am is not in 
my power, but in the 
power of my Father. 
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24. Kal  dxovoavres 
ol déka nyavdkrnoay 
wept TOv Sto adedper. 


25. ‘O dé’ Inaods rpoc- 
kaecduevos avrovs el- 
mev, Oldare drt oi &pyov- 
Tes TOY €OvOY KaTaku- 
pievovo.v atta@y, Kal of 
peyddor Katetovoid fov- 
ow atta. ox ovTwWs 
be €orac ev duty: 

26. “AXN ds éav Ory 
év vuiv péyas yevéoOat, 
€oTw Vudy SidKovos: 


27. Kal 5s éds Oé\p 
év tylv elvac mp&ros, 
€oTw vudy Soros: 

26. ‘Lpeis dé ody ot- 
Tws' GAN 6 pelfwy év 
duly yevrécOw ws 6 vew- 
Tepos, Kal 6 HyoUmevos 
@s 6 dtaKovar. 

28. “Qorep 6 vids Tod 
dvOparov ovk HOe dtako- 
vnOjvat, adda diaxorv7- 
gat, Kal dodvac Thy 
puxnv abtod AUTpov avrt 
TONG. 
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24. And when the ten 
heard it, they were 
moved with indignation 
against the two breth- 
ren. 

25. But Jesus called 
them unto him, and 
said, Ye know that the 
princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are 
great exercise authority 
upon them. 


26. But it shall not be 
so among you: but who- 
soever will be great 
among you, let him be 
your minister ; 

27. And whosoever will 
be chief among you, let 
him be your servant: 


Luke xxii, 26. But ye 
shall not be so: but he 
that is greatest among 
you, let him be as the 
younger; and he that is 
chief, as he that doth 
serve. 

Matt.xx. 28. Even as 
the Son of man came 
not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a 
ransom for many.¢ 


(a) That is, You speak nonsense. 
(6) These disciples put the question to Jesus as to why 
they are so dull and he so wise, and beg him to make 
them as wise as he himself is. 
(c) To drink the cup means, in Hebrew, to have the 
same part in the carnal life, to live in the same manner. 
(d) To make you such as I am, to 


intellect, is not in my power. 


24. When the other ten 
heard this, they were 
angry at the two broth- 
ers. 


25. And Jesus called 
them up, and said, You 
know that those who 
consider themselves rul- 
ers of the people have 
power over them. And 
the officers exercise au- 
thority over them. 


26. But it ought not to 
be so among you: who- 
ever will be great among 
you let him be a sery- 
ant; 

27. And whoever will 
be first, let him be a 
slave. 


26. He who is as the 
younger is greatest, and 
he who is as the servant 
is first. 


28. For the son of man 
did not declare himself 
to be ministered to, but 
to minister and lay down 
his life, as a ransom for 
what is great. 


give you the same 
That is in the power of 


the Father, and is given variously, like the different 


amounts of the talents. 


erated in spirit like me. 
(e) wodAd in the plural means something important, 


great. 


But you can live and be regen- 
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This last verse and Mark x. 45, which serve as the 
chief foundation of the misunderstanding, from which 
has resulted the stupid and immoral dogma of the re- 
demption, has a simple and clear meaning, which follows 
strictly from the meaning of the whole passage. 


The son of man is the only essence of the divinity 
which is to be found in all men. The existence of the 
son of man consists in nothing but the return to the source 
of God. The comprehension of the one God in all men 
is what we call life. In returning to the one source, the 
son of man reéstablishes his unity. From this results 
the love of men among themselves. From this results the 
first commandment, the love of God, and the second, 
which is similar to it, the love of our neighbour. 

The earthly life consists in nothing but giving it as a 
ransom for the true life. The sons of Zebedee want to 
be like Jesus, just as wise as he. He says to them, Why 
do you want this? You can live and be regenerated in 
the spirit like me; consequently you want it, in order to 
be more important than the rest. 

According to my teaching there is no more and less, 
no important and unimportant. To govern their nations, 
kings have to be greater and more important than others, 
but you do not need this, for according to my teaching 
it is more advantageous to be less than the rest. Accord- 
ing to my teaching one must be a servant, a slave of 
everybody. My teaching consists only in this, that it is 
the business of the son of man to lay down his carnal 
flesh for others, in order to receive the true life. 


Matt. xviii. 11. For 11. It is the business 


11. "H\Ge yap 6 vids 
Tod avOpmmrov coat TO 
drrohwNds. 

12. Th duty doxe?; édy 
yérntal Tim avOphrw 
éxarov mpoBara, Kal 
mwravndn év é& atrav: 


the Son of man is comes 
to save that which was 


lost. 

12. How think ye? ifa 
man haye a hundred 
sheep, and one of them 
be gone astray, doth he 
not leave the ninety and 


of the son of man to 
save what is perishing. 


12. How do you think? 
If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them 
goes astray, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine, 
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ovxl, dels Ta évvEevnKov- 
raevvéa, érl ra O&pn 
mopevdels &nret TO mra- 
VDMEVODY ; 

18. Kal éay yévnrac 
edpety atrd, auhv Aéyw 
duty, bre xalpe én ad- 
TP Mav, H er rots 
évyvevnkxovraevvéa Tots mh 
mem Navnuévots. 

6. Kal, €\@cv els roy 
olkov, svyKanel Tovs Pl- 
ous kal Tovs yelrovas, 
Aéywv avrots, Zuyxd- 
pnré pou, bre edpov 7d 
mpoBardyv wou Td drokw- 
Abs. 

14. OUrws otk éore 
Oé\nua eumrporbev Tod 
marpos buoy Tod év ovpa- 
vots, twa amrddnrat els 
TO wiKpOv ToUTwy. 


nine, and goeth into the 
mountains, and seeketh 
that which is gone 
astray? 


13. And if so be that 
he find it, verily I aay 
unto you, he rejoicet 
more of that sheep, than 
of the ninety and nine 
which went not astray. 


Lukexv. 6. And when 
he cometh home, he call- 
eth together his friends 
and neighbours, eee 4 
unto them, Rejoice wit 
me; for have found 
my sheep which was 
lost. 


Matt. xviti. 14. Even 
so it is not the will of 
our Father which is in 
eaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish. 
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and go everywhere to 
find the one which has 
gone astray? 


13. And if it happens 
that he finds it, you 
know yourselves that he 
rejoices more at this one 
sheep, than at the 
ninety-nine that have 
not gone astray. 


6. And when he comes 
home, he calls his neigh- 
bours, and says, I re- 
joice, I have found the 
sheep that went astray. 


14. Even so it is the 
will of your Father in 
heaven that not one of 
these little men should 
perish. 


(a) I translate 7A@e by the words it ts the business of, 
since the words, The son of man came to, mean pre- 


cisely this. 


ambiguity of the word came. 


I prefer this turn, because it excludes the 


The verse from Luke xv., continuing the comparison, 


breaks the sense of the parable, and, strengthening the 
meaning of joy in heaven, introduces a false idea about 
somebody’s greater joy with the sinner than with the 
righteous man, and so I retain the words of Matthew, 
applying them to the following parables in Luke. 

The sense of the parables results from Matthew’s first 
utterance that the son of man came to save what is 
perishing. Men rejoice in the return of what is lost, and 
direct all their forces to this. Even such is the aim of 
the son of man, for it is the will of the Father, who 
sent the light into the world, to return to himself the 
comprehension. 


8."H rls yurh dpax- rane wy. 8. Hither 


8. If a woman _ loses 
Mas éxovca déxa, édy what woman having ten 


one out of ten dimes, 
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amodéon Spaxuny ulav, 
ovxt dmrre AUxvov, Kal 
capot rHv olklay, kal 
gnret éripedds, ws brov 
eUpn j 

9. Kal ebpotca cvyka- 
Aetras Tas plras Kal ras 
yelrovas, éyouoa, Zuy- 
xapnré por, bre edpov 
Thy dpaxuhnv jv amro- 
deca. 

10. Otrw, Aéyw bury, 
xapa ylverar évwriov 
Tov ayyé\wy rod Ocod 
él évl GuapTwr@ pera- 
vootyrt. 

7. Aéywy mpds atrovs, 


8. “Orav KArAnOqs br 
twos els yduous, Mn 
KarakOns els THY mpw- 
TokNiolav' unmore évTt- 
pbrepds cov 7 KeKAnLEVOS 
bn’ abrod, 

9. Kal éX@ev 6 cé kal 
at’rov kadécas épel cor, 
Ades totrw tbrov kal 
rote dpén mer aloxvyns 
Tov €oxarov Térov Karé- 
KEL. 

10. "ANN Bray Kdn- 
Ons, mopevbels dvdmecov 
els Tov €xxatov Térov 
tva, Srav €hOy 6 KeKdn- 
Kkws oe, ely oot, Bide, 
mpocavand dvw@repov: 
Tore €orar cor dbéa evw- 
Toy TAY TuvavaKkElmevuy 
gol. 

11. “Ore was 6 WWdv 
éauTov TamewwOnoerac’ 
kal 6 Tamewdv éavrdv 
tWwOhoerat. 

47. ‘O dé’ Inoobs lédy 
Tov Siadoyiopoy TAS Kap- 
dlas abr ar, 

89. Kal Aéyeu adrots, 
E? rus 0éXer rpGros elvar, 
éorat mdvrwy eoxaros, 
kal mdvtwy didKovos. 


pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and swee 
the house, and seek dili- 
gently till she find it? 


9. And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her 
friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying, 
Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece 
which I had lost. 


10. Likewise, I say un- : 


to you, there is joy in 
the presence of the 
angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. 


Luke xiv. 7. And he 
put forth a parable. 

8. When thou art bid- 
den of any man to a wed- 
oe sit not down in 
the highest room, lest a 
more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of 
him; 


9, And he that bade 
thee and him come and 
say to thee, Give this 
man place; and thou 
begin with shame to 
take the lowest room. 


10. But when thou art 
bidden, go and sit down 
in the lowest room; that 
when he that bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou 
have worship in the 
presence of them that 
sit at meat with thee. 


11. For whosoever ex- 
alteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 

Lukeix. 47. And Jesus, 
perceiving the thought 
of their heart, 


Mark ix. 39. And saith 
unto them, If any man 
desire to be first, the 
same shall be last of all, 
and servant of all. 
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she will light a candle, 
and sweep the house 
and seek diligently, till 
she finds it, 


9, And when she finds 
it, she says to her neigh- 
bours, I rejoice, for I 
have found the dime I 
had lost. 


10. Even so your Father 
in heaven wishes that 
not one of these little 
people be lost. 


7. And he said to them, 


8. When thou art called 
toa shee D do not sit 
down in the front corner, 
for it might happen that 
a more honoured guess 
than thou is invited; 


9, And the host will 
come and say to thee, 
Yield thy place to him; 
for then thou wilt in 
shame sit down in the 
lowest place. 


10. But when thou art 
invited, go and sit down 
in the lowest place, that 
when the host sees thee, 
he may say, Friend, sit 
up higher; then thou 
wilt be honoured in the 
presence of the guests. 


11. For whoever exalts 
himself will be abased; 
and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. 


47. And Jesus knew 
their thoughts, 


35. And said to them, 
He who wants to be first 
will be the last of all, 
and a servant of all. 
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Representing to themselves the kingdom of God as 
something earthly, the disciples dispute again as to who 
of them is better, and ask, Who is greater ? 

Jesus says, It is impossible to be better and greater 
than another, because the kingdom of God consists in 
regarding others as better than oneself. The moment a 
man begins to measure himself with others, asking him- 
self who is better, he places himself in unloving relations, 
and so at once becomes worse. And so it is not possible 
to be better in the kingdom of God: this is so from 
the essence of the kingdom of God, and cannot be other- 


wise. 


Even so, if a guest at a wedding makes for the front 


corner, he disgraces himself. 


And if the guest humbles 


himself and sits down at a distance, he will be brought 
Agerandizement is incompatible with 
what is the kingdom of God. 


out and honoured. 


THE PARABLE OF 


11. Ele 52, “AvOpw- 
aos Tis elxe Svo viovs: 


12. Kal efrev 6 vew- 
repos airav T@ Tarp, 
Tidrep, 66s por 7d éme- 
Bddrov pépos Tis ovclas. 
kal duethev adrots Tov 
Blov. 

13. Kat per od mod- 
Ads Hudpas cuvayayov 
dravra 6 vewrepos vids 
amediunoey eis xwpav 
pakpar, Kal éxe? Stecxbp- 
mise THY ovolayv avTod, 
Gv dodrus. 

14. Aaravycavros 5é 
avtod mdvra, éyévero 
Ayuods loxupds Kara THY 
xdpav éxelyny, kal abros 
Hpkaro vorepeto bau. 

15. Kat ropevfels éxod- 
AhOn évl Tov rodur oy 


Luke xv. 11. And he 
said, A certain man had 
two sons: 

12, And the younger 
of them said to is 
father, Father, give me 
the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he 
divided unto them his 
living. 


13. And not many days 
after the younger son 
gathered all together. 
and took his journey 
into a far country, and 
there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous liv- 
ing. 


14. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that 
land; and he began to 
be in want. 


15. And he went and 
joined himself to a citi- 


THE PRODIGAL SON 


11. And Jesus said, 
A certain peasant had 
two sons: 

12. And the younger 
of them said to his 
father, Father, give me 
my portion. And the 
father gave it to him. 


13. And soon after the 
younger son took his 
whole portion, and went 
away; and he squan- 
dered all his substance, 


14. When he had spent 
all, there arose a great 
famine in that land; and 
he began to suffer want. 


15. And he joined a 
citizen; and he sent him 
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THS xXw@pas éxelyns: Kal 
éreuwev avrov eis Tovs 
aypovs atrod BécKey 
xolpous. 

16. Kal éreOiue ye- 
ploar Thy KowNlav abrod 
amd TOV Kepatlwy ap 
HoOov of xotpor: Kal ovd- 
dels €5l50u atr@. 

17. His éavrdv dé éd- 
Ody etre, Ildc0u pioOror 
Tov. maTpds pou mepic- 
cevovo.v dprwyv, éyw dé 
Ayu@ aarddrrvpar ; 


18. ’Avacras opev- 
goua. mpds Tov matépa 
pov, Kal épd a’r@, Ild- 
TEp, HuapToyv els Tov ov- 
pavov kal évdmidy cov: 

19. Kat ovxére eiul 
déwos KAnOAvac vids cov: 
molnaby pe ws eva TOV 
pic Olwy cov. 

20. Kal dvacras 7X0 
mpos Tov TaTépa EavTod. 
“Ere 6€ avrod pakpay 
améxovros, eldev avrov 6 
TaThp avrov, kal éomday- 
xvlcOn, Kat Spapev érré- 
mecev él Tov TPaXNrOV 
avrod, Kal katrepl\noev 
avrov. 

21. Eire 5€ air@ 6 
vids, Ildrep, tuaprov els 
Tov ovpavoy Kal évamiby 
cou, Kal ovkére elul décos 
KAnOfvat vids cov. 

22. Hire 5é€ 6 rarnp 
mpos Tovs Sovdous avTov, 
’Héevéyxare THY oTONIY 
Thy mwpaernv, Kail évdv- 
care avrov, Kal dbre 
Saxtvnuoy els THY XElpa 
av’rod, Kal vrodnuara 
eis rods médas: 

23. Kal évéyxavres 
Toy pocxov Tov oLTeEv- 
rov OvcaTe, Kal parydr- 
Tes evppavdduev" 


zen of that country; and 
he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. 


16. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine 
did eat: and no man 
gave unto him. 


17. And when he came 
to himself, he said, How 
many hired servants of 
my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hun- 
ger! 

18. I will arise and go 
to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, 


19. And am no more 
worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of 
thy hired servants. 


20. And he arose, and 
came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw 
him, and had compas- 
sion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed 
him. 


21. And the son said 
unto him, Father,I have 
sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight, and am 
no more worthy to be 
called thy son. 


22. But the father said 
to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and 
put it on him; and puta 
ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: 


23. And bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill 
it; and let us eat, and 
be merry: 


89 


into the field to herd 
swine. 


16. Nobody gave him 
anything, and he was 
glad to eat the acorns 


that the swine ate. 


17. And he reflected, 
and said, How many 
hired servants of my 
father’s have bread 
enough to eat, and I 
perish with hunger! 


18. I will go to my 
father, and will say to 
him, Father, I am guilty 
toward God and toward 
thee, 


19. And am not worthy 
to be called thy son: 
take me for a hired 
servant. 


20. And he got up and 
went to his father. And 
his father recognized 
him at a distance, and 
groaned, and ran toward 
him, and embraced his 
neck, and kissed him. 


21. And the son said, 
Father, I am_ guilty 
toward God and toward 
thee, and am not worthy 
to be thy son. 


22. But the father said 
to his servants, Bring 
the best coat, and dress 
him; and I will puta 
costly ring on his hand 


and give him good 
shoes; 

23. And brin the 
fatted calf, and kill it; 


and we shall rejoice. 
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24. “Ore obros 6 vids 
pou vexpds Fv, Kal avé- 
(noe Kal drodwdws HY, 
kal evpé0n. Kal HpgavTo 
evppalvec Gat. 

25. “Hv 6é@ 6 vids 
avTod 6 mpecBUTepos év 
dype: Kal ws épxduevos 
Hyyure TH olkla, HKovoe 
cuupwrias Kal xopav: 

20. Kal mpookaderd- 
pevos Eva THY Taldwy, 
éruvOdvero Tl eln Tadra. 

27. ‘O 6é eirev atT@, 
"Ore d ddeApbs cou HKee 
kat €0voev 6 TaTHp cov 
Tov pboxov Tov oLTEv- 
Tov, dre Vytalvovra avrov 
am éhaev. 

28. ’QpyloOn dé, Kal 
ovK HOerev eloedOetv. 6 
ody rarhp avrov éfehav 
mapexdnder avr dv. 

29. ‘O 6é daroxp.els 
eime T@ arp, ’Ldov, 
Tocatra €rn Souhevw gor, 
kal ovdérore évToAHv cov 
tmapnrOov, kal éuol ovdé- 
more €dwkas epipov, iva 
pera Tov itwy pov 
evppavda. 

30. “Ore 5é 6 vids cov 
ovTos 6 KaTapaywy cov 
Tov Bloy pera tropyay 
HrOev, ZOvoas ad’rw@ Tov 
pboxov Tov cuTevTor. 


81. ‘O 6é eirev ata, 
Téxvov, ov madvrTore per’ 
éuod ef, kal mdvta Ta 
éua od éoruy. 

32. EvdpavOjvar oe 
kal yapfvar 25e, 8re 6 
ddedpbs cou otros vexpds 
jv, kal dvéfnoe: kal dzro- 
Awras Fv, Kal evpébn. 

14. Otrws otk éore 
Oéd\nua eumpocbev Tod 
marpos vudy Tob év ovpa- 
vots, va dmrddAnrar els 
TOV miKp@v ToUTwr. 


24. For this my son 
was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and 
is found. And they be- 
gan to be merry. 


25. Now his elder son 
was in the field: and as 
he came and drew nigh 
to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 


26. And he called one 
of the servants, and 
asked what these things 
meant. 

27. And he said unto 
him, Thy brother is 
come; and thy father 
hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath 
received him sare and 
sound. 


28. And he was angry, 
and would not go in: 
therefore came his 
father out, and en- 
treated him. 


29. And he answering 
said to his father, Lo 
these many years do I 
serve thee, neither trans- 
gressed I at any time thy 
commandment; and yet 
thou never gavest me a 
kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends: 


30. But as soon as this 
thy son was come, which 
hath devoured thy living 
with harlots, thou hast 
killed for him the fatted 
calf. 


31. And he said unto 
him, Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that 
I have is thine. 


32. It was meet that 
we should make merry, 
and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and 
is alive again; and was 
lost, and is found. 


Matt. xviii. 14. Even 
so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


24, For this son of 
mine was like one dead, 
and is alive again. He 
was lost, and is found. 
And he began to be 
merry. 


25. But his elder son 
was at that time in the 
field: and as he came 
up, he heard music and 
dancing. 


26. And he called up a 
boy, and asked, What is 
going on at our house? 


27. And the boy said, 
Thy brother has come 
and thy father has had 
the fatted calf killed 
because he has returned 
safe. 


28. And the _ elder 
brother was angry, and 
would not go in. His 
father went out, and 
called him. 


29. And the elder son 
said, These many years 
have I served thee, and 
have not disobeyed thy 
command, and thou hast 
not as much as given me 
a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends. 


30. But this son of 
thine has squandered 
thy possessions with 
harlots, and as soon as 
he came home, thou 
hast killed for him the 
fatted calf. 

31. And the father said 
to him, Thou art always 
with me, and all that 
I have is thine. 


32. But how can I help 
being happy, since thy 
brother was dead, and 
is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found. 


14. Even so your Father 
in heaven does not want 
one man, even the least, 
to perish. 
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The son of man came, that is, lives, exists, in order 


to save what is perishing. 
the comprehension of men to himself. 


life lie. 


His existence is the return of 


In this does his 


Those who are with him, are with him, and he 


does not feel them; but those who have departed from 
him, those he calls and seeks. 


THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 


1. Kat qptaro avrots 
év mapaBodats déyeuv, 
"AumedOva épdevoev 
G&vOpwros, Kal mepréOnke 
ppayuov, Kal dpviev 
dmodjvov, Kal @Kodd- 
penoe trupyov, Kal é&é5oT0 
avrov yewpyots, kal dme- 
Onunce. 

2. Kal dréoreude mpos 
Tovs yewpyovs TS Kaip@ 
Sotdov, wa mapa Tov 
yewpyGv 4By dad Tod 
Kaptrov Tov dumreh@vos: 

8. Oi 5¢ AaBdvTes ad- 
Tov @bepav, Kal daré- 
oTetNav Kevov. 

4. Kal mdr diré 
oreie pds avrovs, &d- 
Nov dold\ov: xKakelvov 
ALHoBorncarvres éxepa- 
Aalwoay, kal dréorehay 
AT YuwLevov. 

5. Kal mdduv d&ddov 
dméorede: KaKElvoy amé- 
Krewav: Kal moANovs &A- 
Rous, Tos pev déporres, 
Tous 5 daroxrelvortes. 

6. “Ere ofy eva vidy 
éxwv ayarnrov atrod, 
dméorede Kal avrov mpos 
atrovs @oxaTov, héywr, 
"Ore évrpamhoovrar Tov 
vidy pov. 

7. "Exetvou dé of yewp- 
yol elrov mpos éavrovs, 


Mark xii. 1. And he 
began to speak unto 
them by parables. <A 
certain man planted a 
vineyard, and set a 
hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the 
winefat, and built a 
tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went 
into a far country. 


2. And at the season 
he sent to the husband- 
men a servant, that he 
might receive from the 
husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vineyard. 


3. And they caught 
him, and beat him, and 
sent him away empty. 


4, And again he sent 
unto them another 
servant; and at him 
they cast stones, and 
wounded him in the 
head, and sent him away 
shamefully handled. 


5. And again he sent 
another; and him they 
killed, and many others; 
beating some, and kill- 
ing some. 


6. Having yet there- 
fore one son, his well 
beloved, he sent him 
also last unto them, 
saying, They will rever- 
ence my son. 


7. But those husband- 
men said among them- 
selves, This is the heir; 


1. And he began to 
speak to them in para- 
bles. A man planted a 

arden, and hedged it 
in, and dug a pond, and 
built a house, and let it 
out to peasants, and 
himself departed. 


2, And at the proper 

time he sent to the 
peasants a servant, to 
receive from them by 
agreement the fruits of 
the garden. 


3. The peasants caught 
the servant, and beat 
him, and sent him away 
empty. 

4. The master sent 
another servant; and 
they stoned him, and 
wounded him in the 
head, and handled him 
disgracefully, and sent 
him away. 


5. The master sent 
again another. And 
they killed him. And 
they beat and killed 
many other’ servants 
who were sent to them. 


6. The master had a 
beloved son, and finally 
he sent him to them 
saying, Maybe they wil 
respect my son. 


7. But the peasants 
said to themselves, This 
is the master himself. 
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“Ore obrdbs éoriy 6 KAN- 
povouos: dedre, daroxrel- 
vomev atrov, Kal nudv 
éorat 4 KAnpovoula. 

8. Kal AaBdvres av- 
Tov améxrewav, Kal é&é- 
Badov €& Tod durre- 
ABvos. 

9. Th ody roujoe 6 
KUplos TOU aurreOvos ; 

41. Aéyovow atre, 
Kakovs xak@s drodéoer 
avrovs: kal Tov dure- 
AGva éxddcerar AddAows 
yewpyots, olrives amrodw- 
govow avr@ Tovs Kap- 
movs év Tots Katpois av- 
TOv. 

42. Aéyes avrois 6 
"Inoots, Ovdérore davé- 
yuuwre év Tats ypapats, 
‘ AlOov dv drredoxivacay 
of olkodouotvres ovTos 
évyevnn els kepadyy yw- 
vias: mapa Kuplov éyé- 
veto alrn, Kal ore Oav- 
pacth év dpOadpots 
npr 5? 

43. Aid roiro déyw 
duiv, bre apOjcerar ad 
buadv 7) Bacirela rod 
Ocod, kal doOjnoer at €Over 
mowovvTe Tovs Kaptrovs 
auras. 


come, let us kill him, 
and the _ inheritance 
sball be ours. 


8. And they took him, 
and killed him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard. 


9. What shall there- 
fore the lord of the vine- 
yard do? 

Matt. xxi. 41. They 
say unto him, He will 
miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will 
let out his vineyard un- 
to other husbandmen, 
which shall render him 
the fruits in their sea- 
sons. 


42. Jesus saith unto 
them, Did ye never read 
in; the Scriptures, The 
stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the 
corner: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes?a 


43. Therefore say I un- 
to you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a na- 
tion bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. 
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Let us kill him, and 
everything will be ours. 


8. And they took him 
and killed him, an 
threw him out of the 
garden. 


9. What was the mas- 
ter of the garden to do? 


41. They replied to 
him, Let him kill these 
murderers, and let out 
the garden to _ others, 
who will give him the 
fruits of the garden. 


42. And Jesus said to 
them, Did you _ never 
read in the Scripture, 
The stone which the 
builders rejected be- 
came the keystone. This 
keystone is from God, 
and it is marvellous in 
our eyes. 


43. Therefore I tell 
you, You will be de- 
prived of the kingdom 
of God, and it will be 
pve to those who bring 
orth its fruits. 


(a) This passage — the reference to the keystone — is 
based on Psalm CXVIIL: 


22. The stone which the builders refused is become the head 


stone of the corner. 


23. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 


These verses have no definite meaning in the Book of 
Psalms and do not explain the connection of these verses 


with the parable. 


In the New Testament there are three 


references to the stone in the same sense: 
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Acts wv. 10. Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 

11. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. 

1 Peter wi. 6. Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and 
he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Rom. tz. 31. But Israel, which followed after the law of 
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as 
it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that 
stumblingstone ; 

33. As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone 
and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed. 


In all these passages the meaning of the stone is the 
foundation of everything, the foundation of life and of 
the teaching. 

The words corner stone as an expression of the founda- 
tion of everything are first met with in Isaiah, and so we 
must quote the passage in Isaiah, to make the present 
one clear: 


14. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, 
that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 

15. Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell are we at agreement ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we 
have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid 
ourselves : 

16. Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

17. Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to 
the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and the waters shall overflow the hiding-place. 

18. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and 
your agreement with hell shall not stand. 
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So this is the meaning of the foundation stone. The 
stone which will stand against death is justice and right- 
eousness. And this stone, according to the verses of the 
psalm, men began to build with, but refused. And yet it 
is given by God, and for us it is marvellous. 


This parable, which is full of the deepest meaning, is 
entirely lost on account of the particular meaning which 
is ascribed to it. The parable directly continues the idea 
of the preceding one about the labourer who came from 
the field,— that faith is not based on what men will 
promise us, but on the knowledge of our relation to God. 
This relation is expressed in the labourers in the garden, 
in the labourer coming from the field, and now is ex- 
pressed from a new side. Jesus places himself on the 
standpoint of carnal people, who are convinced that life 
is given to them for their amusement, and who then con- 
demn that spiritual foundation of life which rejects the 
carnal life. This parable clearly advances the idea, which 
is expressed in the labourer who hid the talent in the 
ground, and then scolded the master for being cruel and 
taking where he had not put away. Jesus expresses, as 
in all didactic passages, the same fundamental idea of his 
teaching, that life is a gift of God, a divine principle, and 
that man, having come to understand this, is able, by 
uniting with the principle of life, to save his true life. 
But in this parable Jesus expresses this idea from another 
side: he shows what becomes of those people who do not 
understand it and do not wish to understand it. He 
shows how absurd life becomes for those who imagine 
that there is but the carnal life. He says, The condition 
of men in the world is like the condition of the labourers 
in a garden which is not their own. It is necessary to 
work, to live. Whether you wish it, or not, you will work, 
and you will live, but not for yourselves. No matter how 
you may live and work, you will be working for others, in 
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a stranger’s garden. If you do not acknowledge the mas- 
ter of the garden, him who has sent me hither, and will 
not do what he has commanded, he will drive you away, 
and will send others. 

The sower sows: some seeds perish, others grow. The 
men who do not do the will of God, perish, and others 
are put in their place. The chief significance of the 
parable is a negative one. Jesus vividly portrays the ab- 
surdity of life, if there is no master and no definite will of 
the master. As soon as men shall forget the master and 
shall not know him, life will appear as a senseless game: 
to work all one’s life, to labour for another, to hear cer- 
tain demands of conscience, which lead to nothing, to 
drown them, and then to perish. And if we do not recog- 
nize the master, there is not any other life, and there can- 
not be. Life is an absurdity. Life receives a meaning 
only when people recognize the master and give to him 
his fruits, when men recognize God, work for him, and 
unite their hfe with God’s will. 

A master hired some labourers. Some came in the 
morning, others at noon, others again in the evening. 
The master gave the same wages to all. 

And when those who worked from the morning rebuked 
the master, the master said, Have I promised you more ? 
If thou art not satisfied, it is because thou art evil. 

Carnal life is given to men that they may lay it down 
for the non-temporal life. And in laying down one life 
and receiving another, thou askest what thy reward will 
be, or why thou hast not the reward which thou wishest 
+o have. When thy servant serves thee, dost thou thank 
him for it? Dost thou ask what reward he is to get for 
it? He did what he had to do, and he receives the 
stated reward for his labour, — his food and home. 

Even so, no man who has entered into the kingdom of 
God, who lives by the will of God, can either compare 
himself with others, or find his reward great or small. 


96 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


This is the one true life, the one good, and there can be 
no greater and no smaller good. 


5. Kal elroy of dé- 
oto TO Kuply, Ipéc- 
Ges nuty whore. 

6. Eire dé 6 Kupuos, 
Ei etxere wloriy ws Kbk- 
kKov ouvdtews, édéyere 
av TH ovkaulyy Tatry, 
"ExpefdOnri, Kal pured- 
Onre év TH Oaddooy: Kai 
barjKoucey Av vuir. 


Luke xvii. 5. And the 
apostles said unto the 
Lord, Increase our faith. 


6. And the Lord said, 
If ye had faith ase a 
grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree, Be thou 
plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in 
the sea; and it should 
obey you.) 


5. And the disciples 
said to Jesus, Cause us 
to believe. 


6. And Jesus said, If 
you had faith like a 
birch seed, you would 
say, Tree, go and trans- 
plant thyself into the 
sea, and it would obey 
you. 


(a) @s means like, that is, the faith, the likeness of 
which I represent by a mustard seed. A mustard seed 
can by no means be taken as a picture of the smallest 
thing. It is never used in this sense: a mustard seed is 
used in the sense of the resemblance to the kingdom of 
heaven, which is found within men, and here it must 
have the same significance. 

(6) The last part of the verse ought to be interrogative. 
From the construction of the Greek sentence, these words 
may be rendered by, You would say, and it would obey ; 
but then the conjunction «al is wanting before édéyere. 
But if these words are rendered in an interrogative form, 
the particle u7 is wanting. Neither translation is exact, 
but with the first we get no meaning, while with the 
second the meaning is clear, and continuous with the rest 
of the speech. ) 

This passage, which appears so monstrously senseless 
according to the interpretation of the church, is especially 
important, because it gives an exact definition of what 
Jesus calls faith. The church sees in this nothing but 
the possibility of doing miracles (Gospel of Luke, pp. 
488 and 489): 


Increase our faith: Add to our faith, strengthen our faith. 
The demand of the Lord that our neighbour be forgiven his 
transgressions, in case of his repentance, seemed difficult of 


‘ 
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execution to the apostles, so that they felt here the need of hav- 
ing their faith strengthened, and asked the Lord for it. The 
all-forgiveness of our neighbour is a high triumph of love, the 
highest victory over egoism ; and such a triumph, such a victory 
can be only the fruit of strong faith. 

If ye had, etc.: The Lord does not therewith deny the pres- 
ence of faith in the souls of his disciples, but at the same time 
shows how distant their faith is from that stage on which they 
were to enter in time, and on which they actually entered. 

This sycamine tree: Obviously the Lord pointed to some syca- 
mine tree which was growing near by. 

It should obey you: The tree is represented as though it were 
alive and rational ; it would obey the command of the apostles, 
if they reached the degree of faith necessary for it. 

But which of you, etc.: The connection of this parable with 
the preceding instruction of the Saviour is as follows: Your 
faith, when it has grown in your soul, will be such that it will 
produce great miracles; but take care of yourselves: beware of 
pride and self-conceit as to your own deserts, that you may not 
lose the fruits of such faith. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 507 and 508): 


Dans le troisitme fragment, la réponse ne va pas bien a la 
question. I] serait possible que Luc, ne connaissant pas l’occa- 
sion dans laquelle Jésus avait fait sa déclaration assez paradoxale, 
ait supposé, de son chef, qu’elle avait été provoquée par une ques- 
tion des disciples. En tout cas, le passage paralléle (Matt. xvii. 
20) nous empéchera de traduire cette question par: Augmente 
notre foi! & quoi Jésus aurait répondu: un peu suffit, pourvu 
qu’elle soit vivante et réelle. Mais le peu dont parle Jésus n’est 
pas opposé & une demande de plus ; il est opposé a rien du tout. 
Il reprochait aux disciples de n’avoir pu opérer de guérison faute 
de foi. Ils pouvaient done lui dire: Donne-nous-en! Mais que 
cette demande ait été formulée ou non, Jésus n’y répond pas, par 
une trés-simple raison: la foi ne se donne pas de la main a la 
main (quoi qu’en disent les théologiens) ; elle vient du dedans, 
elle nait spontanément, et sa puissance est telle que, pour parler 
d’une maniére figurée, la plus petite quantité, le germe déja, suf- 
fit pour faire ’impossible. Celui qui en est & la demander, ne la 
posséde pas, autrement il se sentirait aussi la puissance qu’elle 
confére. La réponse de Jésus, en supposant la demande faite 
réellement, contient donc implicitement un refus et un regret. 
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This passage has a deep significance. The disciples 
say, Increase our faith. And he tells them what faith is. 
He says, If you had the faith which I defined to you by 
the semblance of the mustard seed, which is the smallest 
of all seeds, from which grow the largest trees, you would 
not be looking for more faith. The faith, which is lke 
the mustard seed, is the faith in this, that the seed which 
seems the smallest is the germ of what is immense, the 
faith in this, that what is least noticeable in you, hfe, 
the spirit, is a germ of the true life. If you believed in 
this, that is, if you knew it as unquestionably as you 
know that a tree will grow out of the mustard seed, 
you would not be asking for an increase of faith. Faith 
is an unquestionable knowledge. And here he utters 
those words which can have a double explanation. If 
the last words of Verse 6 mean what the church under- 
stands by them, he says, If you had such faith, you would 
not be asking, and nothing would appear remarkable to 
you; but if these words have an interrogative sense, then 
he says, Faith is indubitable knowledge, so that if you 
know what you are, if you know that you have within 
you the germ of the spirit of God, according to the 
parable of the mustard seed, then you need no miracles. 
There can be nothing more miraculous than that there is 
in you a germ of the spirit of God. Thus, in either ver- 
sion, this verse points to this, that the foundation of 
everything is the consciousness of the spirit of God, and 
that there can be nothing more miraculous and more con- 
vincing than that. Then the subsequent parable of the 
labourer coming from the field follows directly from it. 
The whole truth of the mustard seed is this, that within 
thee there is a germ of God, that within is the son of man, 
sent to thee from God, and all thou hast to do is to fulfil 
that for which thou art sent. 

7. Ths 8 €& Suv d00- Lukewvii.7.Butwhich 7. If thou hast a 


y a of you, having aservant labourer ploughing or 
ov Exwv dporpidyra 7 ploughing or feeding herding and te reruns 
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woualvovra, ds eiced- 
Obvte ék Tov aypod épet 
ev0éws, LapehOav davd- 
Tera: 

8. "AN ody? Epe? ad- 
T@, ‘Eroluacoy rl de- 
Tvjow, Kal mepif~wode- 
vos diaxdver sor, ws pa- 
yw kal lw: kal pera 
Taita pdyeoat kal 7rle- 
oa. av; 

9. Mh xdpuv exer T@ 
SovrAw éxelyw, Sr érrol- 
noe Ta dtaTaxbévTa av- 
TP; Ov doko. 

10. Otrw kal dyees, 
bray Toijonre TAhYTA TH 
SiaraxbévTa viv, Ré- 
ere, Ore dodd\or ax petol 
éopev: Ste 6 weldouev 
TOLATAL WETOLIKAMEDV, 


cattle, will say unto him 
by and by, when he is 
come from the field, Go 
and sit down to meat? 


8. And will not rather 
say unto him, Make 
ready wherewith I may 
sup, and gird thyself, 
and serve me, till I have 
eaten and drunken; and 
afterward thou shalt eat 
and drink? 


9. Doth he thank that 
servant because he did 
the things that were 
commanded him? I trow 
not. 


10. So likewise ye, 
when ye shall have done 
all those things which 
are commanded you, say, 
We are unprofitable 
servants: we have done 
that which was our duty 
to do. 
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from the field, wilt thou 
say to him at once, Seat 
thyself at the table? 


8. No, thou wilt say, 
Friend, get my supper 
ready, and serve me 
while I eat and drink; 
and then sit down thy- 
self, and eat and drink, 


9. Dost thou thank the 
labourer very much, be- 
cause he has done what 
thou hast commanded 
him todo? Hardly. 


10. Even so you, when 
you shall have done what 
you are commanded to 
do, must think of your- 
selves that you have not 
done more than unprofit- 
able labourers, and only 
what was wanted of you, 


What we call the earthly life is death. To-day, to- 


morrow, it will come to an end. We need only reflect on 
what we can acquire in it, in order to understand that 
everything of this earth is like the beginning of a struc- 
ture which we cannot finish, and that its significance is 
only the possibility of life in God, which is not destroyed. 
We must make use of this possibility ; in this alone does 
the true life lie. Whether it is good or bad; whether we 
like it or not; whether, according to our ideas, we find it 
just or not, is a matter of indifference: it is so, and there 
is nothing else. When we find this unjust, it is so 
because we measure it with an earthly measure. In the 
true life there is no greater and no lesser. He says, A 
good master gives alike to all, both to those who work 
since the morning and to those who work since noon. 
And thou art offended, because the master is good. 
Evidently thou art evil, if thou canst not comprehend 
the true good, which does not measure and reward, but 
pours forth everywhere and at all times. And he says to 
them, Thou askest what thy reward will be; conse- 
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quently thou wantest thanks from somebody. For 
what does this gratitude belong to thee? For doing 
what thou shouldst do in order to live? For this thou 
wantest gratitude? If thou wantest to look upon God, 
as the labourer looks upon his master, look that way. 
The labourer works, and for the work he is fed, and that 
is all. Maybe we should like to sit on thrones in heaven, 
and have a hundred wives, and all that; but it is not my 
fault, not I have invented this, that it is impossible to 
have it, that all this is death. To-day thou livest; 
to-morrow thou wilt be dead and rotten, and nothing 


will be left. 
from it. 


That is so, and thou canst not escape 


In this world of death I teach you how to obtain 
the true life; amidst perdition I give you the plank 


of salvation. 
because thou hast 


try to save thyself. 


OF THE 


20. ’Arexpl0n adrots, 
kal elev, Odx Epxerar 7 
Baowela Tod Oeod pera 
TApaTnpnaews: 

21. Ovde épofary, ’Id0d 
de, A, “Td0d éxet. dod 
yap, 7 Bacidela Tov Ocod 
évTos Yudy éoruv. 

22. Hime dé mpos rods 
baénras, *Enrevcovrat 
Huépa, Ore émriOuunoere 
play T&v huep@y Tod viod 
Tov avOpwmrov deity, Kal 
ovk bpeode. 

23. Kal épotoww vyiv, 
"Tdod Bde, H, 1d0d exe 
uh aréNOnre, unde d.i- 
Enre. 

24. “Qorep yap 4 
doTpar) 7 doTpamrrovea 
éx THs om ovbpavoy els Thy 


saved me ? 


COMING OF THE KINGDOM 


Luke xvii. 20. He an- 
swered them and said, 
The kingdom of God 
cometh not with obser- 
vation: 


21. Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or, Lo 
there! for behold, the 
kingdom of God is with- 
in you. 

22. And he said unto 
the disciples, The days 
will come, when ye shall 
desire to see one of the 
days¢ of the Son of man, 
and ye shall not see it. 


23. Andé they shall say 
to you, See here! or, See 
there! go not after them, 
nor follow them. 


24, For as the light- 
ning that lighteneth out 
of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the 


And you ask, What will be my reward, 
Ask for no reward, but 


OF GOD 


20. He said to them, 
The kingdom of God 
does not come through 
anything happening. 


21. You will not be 
told, Here it is; or, 
There it is; for it is 
within you. 


22, And he said to the 
disciples, The time will 
come, when you will 
wish to see one of the 
days of salvation of the 
son of man, and you will 
not see it. 


23. And if they said to 
you, Here it is, there it 
is, do not go after it, do 
not seek it. 


_24. For it shines like 
uguening from one end 
of the heavens to the 
other, Let the son of 
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bm’ otpavdy Admaret, ob- sabes Deauuitene Sen of j nee be pach in the day 
Tws tora kat 6 vids Tog 8° 2180 sha e Son of of his salvation. 
in man be in his day. 

avOpwrov év TH juépg pec 
avrod. 

25. IIpG@rov dé det 25. But first must he 25, But first he must 
avrov roAda trabely, Kal suffer many things, and suffer and bear from his 

ee 


ss ~ be rejectede of this en- birth. 
arodokiwacOjvat dred THs eration. ad ’ 


yeveds TaUTys. 


(a) 7épa in the plural, according to the Jewish idea, 
means /ife, as can be clearly seen from the following: 


Heb.v. 7. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in 
that he feared ; 

Heb. vii. 3. Without father, without mother. without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like 
unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 

Luke i. 7. And they had no child, because that Elizabeth was 
barren; and they both were now well stricken in years. 


But here »uépa has the meaning of day of salvation, 
that is, of the means of salvation, or simply salvation. 

Such a meaning is defined by Luke xvii. 27 and 28, 
and Matt. xxiv. 37, where it says that the day of the son 
of man will be the same as the day for Noah and Lot, 
when the first entered into the ark, and the second came 
out of Sodom. 

The same meaning of »uépa occurs in: 


2 Cor. vi. 2. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee : 
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.) 


(6) Many texts have here éav. 

(c) amrodoximacOAjvat is translated by to be rejected, 
which this word has never meant, and never can mean. 
It means to demand, investigate, try. amo means separa- 
tion from, completion. 

(d) yeved means birth. 
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The discourse was begun about death, and is continued 
here. It says that man will inevitably die and perish, if 
he does not save himself through the teaching of Jesus. 
Wherein does this salvation consist? In exalting the 
spirit. How is the spirit to be exalted? And he says 
to them, The kingdom of God is neither here nor there, 
— itis within you. The time will come, when you shall 
feel the inevitableness of death and shall seek salvation, 
but you will not find what is passed. If they shall tell 
you, Here, there is salvation, do not believe them: the 
salvation of the son of man flashes suddenly, lke light- 
ning; it is within you; it is only in the present moment 


of life ; 


all let him suffer and endure much. 


26. Kal xadds éyé- 
veto év Tats nuépas TOU 
NGe, olTws €orar kal év 
Tats Huépats Tov viov Tov 
avOpwrov. 

27. “Hodwv, erruvov, 
éyduouv, ékeyaulfovro, 
dxpe Fs nuépas elonOe 
NGe els THY KiBwrdy, Kal 
H\Vev 6 KaTaxdvopos, 
kal dra@decey dravras. 

28. ‘Ouolws Kal ws 
éyévero €v Tats Tuepas 
Awr: Hobwv, emuvov, 
Wy bpagov, ém dour, épe- 
Tevov, @Kodbuouv: 

29. “H 52 quépg eé7r- 
Oe Ar ard Dodduwy, 
eBpete wOp Kal Oelov dm 
ovpavod, Kal dmrwdecev 
aravras: 

80. Kara radra éorae 
T Huepa 6 ulds rod dy- 
Opwrov damroKkadvrreral. 


Luke xvii. 26. And as 
it was in the days of Noe, 
so shall it be also in the 
days« of the Son of man. 


27. They did eat, they 
drank, they married 
wives, they were given 
in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the 
flood came, and des- 
troyed them all. 

28. Likewise also as 
it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they 
sold, they pianted, they 
builded; 


29. But the same day 
that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. 


30. Even thus shall it 
be in the day? when the 
Son of man is revealed. 


it is in the spirit, for which there is no time. 
Let man seek salvation in this present. 


And first of 


26. And as it was in 
the life of Noah, so it 
will be in the day of 
salvation of the son of 
man. 


27. They ate, they 
drank, they married, 
until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and 
destroyed them all. 


28. Even so it was in 
the days of Lot: they 
ate, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they 
planted, they built; 


29. But on the day 
that Lot went out of 
Sodom, it rained fire 
and brimstone, and all 
were destroyed. 


30. Even thus it will 
be in the day when the 
son of man is revealed. 


(a) In many texts #uépa is given in the singular. 
Obviously #uépa cwrnpias is meant here. 
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(0) 7 4uépa on the day in which the son of man is 
revealed. The day of the revelation of the human spirit 
is the same as the day of Noah and of Lot, that is, the 
day when they learned of their salvation. 


Just as Noah and Lot were saved, so will man be 
saved when he has learned the meaning of the life of 
man, when he shall understand that life is in the spirit. 
Even so nothing changes or will be changed in the world, 
when each, having exalted the spirit of the son of man 
within him, leaves the cares of the world and steps out 
of it. And as the men perished who did not go out of it 
in the time of Lot, so the men of this world will perish if 
they have not transferred their life into the spirit of the 
son of man. 

The coming of the son of man, or his declaration, is 
the manifestation of the life of the spirit, for which there 
is no death. And so what is meant by the coming of the 
son of man is death. The carnal death is, as it were, 
the separation of life from what is dead, like the flood 
and the rain of fire. All this passage is what in the 
language of the church is generally called the completion 
of time, the end of the world. 

This is what Reuss says about this place (Vol. L., pp. 
609-611): 


D’aprés nos textes, Jésus aurait prédit: 1° la ruine de Jéru- 
salem ; 2° son propre retour pour l’établissement éclatant de son 
royaume ; 38° la connexité de ces deux faits; 4° leur proximité 
ou leur accomplissement pendant l’existence de la génération 
contemporaine. Or, il faut avant tout remarquer que ces textes 
ne sont pas les seuls du Nouveau Testament qui parlent de ces 
choses, et qu’on aurait tort de négliger les nombreux passages 
paralléles qui peuvent servir a l’intelligence de notre péricope. 
A la vérité, il n’est question nulle part ailleurs de la destruction 
de Jérusalem, et l’auteur de l’Apocalypse promet trés-explicite- 
ment la conservation du temple. En revanche, la perspective 
de la prochaine fin du monde, de la parousie du Christ pour une 
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époque antérieure & l’extinction totale de la présente génération, 
revient souvent et chez presque tous les auteurs du premier siécle ; 
VEvangile selon Saint-Jean est le seul livre qui ne reproduise 
pas cette idée. Dans nos évangiles synoptiques mémes nous 
Vavons déja rencontrée plusieurs fois. 

Or la prédiction, ainsi formulée et comprise, ne s’étant point 
réalisée, on a cherché différents moyens de sauvegarder l’autorité 
du texte, malgré cet embarras provenant de la nature des faits 
positifs. Les orthodoxes ont dit que Jésus est revenu d’une 
maniére invisible lors de la ruine de Jérusalem. Les rationa- 
listes ont dit qu’il parle uniquement de celle-ci et non d’une 
parousie ultérieure. Les théoriciens du juste-milieu ont pré- 
tendu que la difficulté n’est qu’apparente, en ce que ce n’est pas 
lépoque, mais les faits en eux-mémes qui ont été l’objet de la 
prophétie. La lettre du texte renverse toutes ces échappatoires : 
elle parle d’une parousie visible, postéerieure a la ruine de Jéru- 
salem, mais la suivant immédiatement. 

Reste done le dilemme que voici: Ou bien Jésus s’est trompé, 
ou bien nous ne sommes pas bien renseignés sur ce qu’il a dit. 
Et dans ce dernier cas, ou bien il n’a pas du tout prononcé des 
paroles telles que nous les lisons ici, ou bien ce quwil a pu dire 
a été imparfaitement compris. Mais, en présence de tous les 
autres témoignages, il sera tout aussi impossible de regarder 
ceux-ci comme de pures inventions, qu’il serait téméraire de 
le traiter lui de visionnaire et d’enthousiaste, alors que tant 
de paroles incontestablement authentiques constatent son admi- 
rable sagacité et sa merveilleuse pénétration & l’égard des des- 
tinées réservées & sa cause. Ce n’est donc que la derniére 
alternative qui mérite d’étre sérieusement prise en considéra- 
tion. Or, il est de fait que l’auditoire auquel Jésus s’adressait 
était imbu d’idées précongues sur l’avenir; ces idées, loin de 
s’affaiblir sous l’influence des autres éléments de l’enseignement 
du maitre, gagnaient en force et en vivacité, & mesure que les 
convictions relatives & sa personne et & sa dignité messianique 
devenaient plus énergiques. D’un autre cdté, Jésus, alors méme 
qu'il tachait d’élever ses disciples & des points de vue plus spiritu- 
alistes, ne jugeait pas nécessaire d’éviter absolument les formes 
populaires, les images familiéres au commun de ses auditeurs. 
On sera done autorisé & admettre que son enseignement, en tant 
qu’il avait en vue l’avenir, comprenait: 1° la prédiction positive 
d’une catastrophe nationale, terrible et définitive; 2° la per- 
spective des destinées de l’Evangile, représentées comme une 
manifestation permanente, sensible, visible méme de son esprit 
et de sa puissance ; et 3° les conseils pratiques & donner & chacun 
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individuellement au sujet de ses rapports avec le royaume & venir, 
conseils d’autant plus pressants que ses rapports pouvaient dé- 
pendre de la durée trés-incertaine de l’existerze actuelle d’un 
chacun. 


As I have not the same point of view as Reuss, for 
whom the personality of Christ is of interest, I am also 
unable to share his opinion that Jesus wanted to predict 
something. For us Christians it,is immaterial whether 
he meant to prophesy something or not; what is impor- 
tant for us to know is what he taught. And what he did 
teach, as Reuss concludes quite correctly, is that the day 
of salvation of the son of man comes for every man in 
the same way in which it came for Noah. There can be 
no doubt but that Jesus Christ was speaking simply of 
the death of every man, an event of far greater importance 
to humanity than the knowledge of the heavens. What 
furnishes an unquestionable proof of this is the fact that 
in all the gospels this passage is immediately followed by 
admonitions as to being at all times ready for death. It 
is difficult to make out in what manner the accretion 
about the strange external events was made to this dis- 
course; but it is only natural that such an accretion 
should have happened among people who did not com- 
prehend the sense of the discourse. 

Much may be added to those contradictions which 
Reuss cites. One of these things is especially remark- 
able, and excludes the possibility of admitting these 
verses about the external miracles which are performed. 
In Verse 20 it says clearly that the kingdom of God will 
not come with outward signs. In order to accept the 
verse about the tokens it is necessary to reject the verses 
about the kingdom of God being within us. 


Ee 2 rn _ Luke xvii. 31.In that 31. In the day of salva- 
: 2 Fe : east 1 aay, he which shall be tion he who is on the 
WMEPE, OS EGTAL ET! TOV yon the housetop, and roof, and his clothes in 
Oduaros, kal Ta okevn his stuff in the house, the house, let him not 
ai’rod év 7H olkla, wh let him not come down come down toa fetch 
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them; and he who is in 
the field, let him not 
look back, 


to take it away: and he 
that is in the field, let 
him likewise not return 
back, 


kaTraBadrw apa abvrd: 
Kal 6 €v T@ ayp@ polws 
uh émiotpeparw els TH 
drow. 

32. Mvnuovevere Tis 
yuvaikds Awr. 


32. Remember Lot’s 
wife. 


32. Remember Lot’s 
wife (she looked back, 
hated to lose what was 
of earth, and so per- 
ished). 

He who looks back, having taken hold of the plough, 
is not fit for the kingdom of heaven. When the meaning 
of the life of the spirit and of the life of the flesh, that 
is, the son of man, is revealed, man, having come to see 
that his life is perishing, like Noah and Lot, must not 
look back, but go on, and throw away everything; and 
that there may be no doubt as to the meaning of the 
whole speech Jesus adds: 


Luke xvii. 33. Whoso- 33. Whoever wants to 


33. “Os éav fynrhon 


Thy Wuxhr adbrov c&cat, 
dmoréce atrhv: Kal ds 
éav arodéon atTiy, Fwo- 
Yovnce. avrny. 

3. Kaénuévou 6é¢ av- 
Tov éml rod bpous Ta&r 
éaGv, mpocHOov abr@ 
of wabnral kar ldlay, 
Aéyorres, Lire juty, 
mére Tatra ota; Kal 
TLTO onpelov THs ofs 
mapovolas, kal THs ouv- 
Terelas TOU aldvos. 


ever shall seek to save 
his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his 
life shall preserve it. 


Matt. xxiv. 3. And as 
he sat upon the mount 
of Olives, the disciples 
came unto him _pri- 
vately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things 
be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end? of the 
world? 


save his earthly life will 
Jose it; and whoever 
loses it, will give it an 
increase, — eternity. 


3. And as he sat on 
the Mount of Olives, his 
disciples came privately 
to him, and said, Tell us, 
when will it be, and what 
is the sign of the comin 
of thy teaching and o 
the getting of the eternal 
life? 


(a) the word thy is to be understood in the sense of 


thy teaching. 


(b) cuvrédAea means accomplishment ; aidv means eter- 
nity, and so these words mean the getting of the eternal 


life. 


The disciples ask, Thou promisest the eternal life, and 


since thou sayest that nothing visible will take place, 
how are we to know whether we have attained this 
eternal life and when? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 107 


This verse is from one of the chapters which are gener- 
ally called, The completion of the world. An analysis 
of these chapters may be seen in all the critics of the 
Gospel. 

These chapters represent a complicated series of strati- 
fications, which are foreign to the fundamental idea. I 
leave from these chapters according to the synoptics 
whatever is left, that is, whatever has a definite mean- 
ing. The impossibility of giving any explanation for 
them and of unravelling the contradiction is evident to 
every reader without any preconceived notions and is 
partly given in Reuss. 

The formation of these chapters, in my opinion, is as 
follows: there are very few additions by the writers, or 
passages which have lost their meaning, but there is a 
transposition of verses from one place to another. In 
viewing this chapter according to the synoptics, we get 
the following: Matt. xxiv. 1-4, and the corresponding 
verses from Mark and Luke, have for their purpose the 
rejection of the temple, which is expounded in the second 
chapter of John. Outside of Verse 4, in which we have a 
question, to which Jesus replies, and from Verse 6 to Verse 
14, the basis is formed by a discourse to the disciples on 
sending them out to preach. From Verse 15 to Verse 25 
we obviously have an interpolation according to the intro- 
ductory words of Mark in Chap. xiii. 11; Verses 26—29 
are a repetition of what has been said about the inward 
kingdom of God; Verses 29-31 are predictions which 
refer to something material and which bear the seal of 
the distortion of some other idea. After these verses 
everything becomes again intelligible. And only for the 
greater connection of ideas do I find it better to place 
the parable of the fig-tree after the words that no one 
knows the time. 

The meaning of the preceding is this, that, having 
explained that the kingdom of God appears outside time, 
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suddenly, in the spirit of man, Jesus says again that for 
the manifestation of the kingdom of God in the spirit of 


man there can be no place and no time. 


82. Ilept 5¢ rHs Tué- 
pas éxelyns kal Tis dpas 
ovdels oldev, ovdé of dy- 
yerou of év obpav@, ovde 
6 vids. 

37. Kal dmroxpibévres 
A€yovowy adr@, Ilob, Kv- 
pie; 6 6é elev avrois, 
“Orov TO oGpa, éxel 
ouvaxOnoovrat of derol. 


Mark xiii. 32. But of 
that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 


Luke «xvii. 37. And 
they answered and said 
unto him, Where, Lord? 
And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body 
is, thither will the eagles 
be gathered together. 


32. And no one knows 
of the day of salvation 
and of the time, neither 
the powers of God, nor 
the son. 


37. And again they 
said to him, Where? 
And he said to them, 
Where the carcass is, 
there the crows gather. 


I omit the words of Verses 34, 35, and 36 of Luke 
Xvii., where it speaks of one who shall be taken, and the 
other left. The idea which is expressed by these words 
is the same which is given in the discourse of the sending 
forth of the disciples, namely, that the teaching of Jesus 
will produce a division. 

The irrelevant interpolation of this verse in this place 
may be explained by the fact that the whole passage, 
about the end and completion of the world, being under- 
stood by the writers in a material way, is composed of 
interpolations from various places, as will appear from 
what follows. 

That these verses are an interpolation is confirmed by 
the fact that the question of the disciples, Where ? cannot 
refer to these verses, for there it says where: in one bed, 
in the mill, in the field; in Verse 33, the words, Whoso- 
ever shall lose his life shall preserve it, show what the 
word, Where? refers to,—to preserve the life where? 
And to this question Jesus replies, Nowhere. For the 
kingdom of God there is no place. 

If you speak of what happens in the world, everything 
in the world is dead and carcasses, and where the car- 
casses are, there the crows gather. 
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The kingdom of God does not come in a visible manner. 
It is impossible to say of it, Here it is; There it is. But 
if you wish to see in time the son of God, that is, the 
kingdom of God, and you do not find it, and will be told, 
Here it is, There it is, do not go, and do not believe. It 
is outside time and space. Look within yourselves. 
Like lightning, the sudden flash from heaven to heaven 
will illuminate your souls. But first you must suffer and 
endure much. And, as in the days of Noah and Lot, 
when you shall be very close to perdition, as close as were 
Lot and Noah, then the son of man will appear in you. 
And whenever and wherever this inner light shall reach 
you, do not turn back to your former life. 

But what proof have we that we have already received 
this life, that it has already come to us, is what the 
disciples ask. He says, Nobody knows, for it cannot be 
proved. It is impossible to say where it will be. Where? 
we may say of the carcass, of the crows, but for what is 
spiritual there is no space, as there is no time. You will 
understand an example: 


28.’ Amd d¢ ris cuKijs 
uadere Thy mapaBodjy: 
érav airAs Hn 6 KNaOos 
amahos yévntat, Kal 
éxpin TA PUAXNa, Yuva- 
oxete bru éyyvs Td Oépos 
éotly: 

29. OtrTw kal dpers, 
brav Tatra ténre yuvd- 
peva, yuwwoKere Ste ey- 
yus éoriv érl Ovpats. 


28. “Apxyoudvwy de 
TovTwy ylvecOat, avakv- 
ware kal émdpate Tas 
keparas tua: Sidri éy- 
ylver =) «= darodUTpwors 
bear. 


Mark xiii. 28. Now 
learn a parable of the 
fig tree: When her 
branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that 
summer is near: 


29. So ye in like man- 
ner, when ye shall see 
these things come to 
pass, know that it is 
nigh, even at the doors. 


Luke xxi. 28. And 
when these things be- 
gin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up 
your heads,? for your re- 
demption draweth nigh, 


28. When the branches 
of the fig-tree become 
soft, and the leaves be- 
gin to come out, you 
know that summer is 
near. . 


29. So you, when you 
will see that these 
things have come to 
pass, shall know that 
the kingdom of God is 
at the door, 

28. But when these 
things come to pass, 
Straighten yourselves 
up and lift up your eyes, 
for your salvation is 
near. 


(a) Have come to pass is generally explained by saying 
that everything which has been prophesied heretofore has 
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come to pass; but these predictions did not come to pass 
(are not comprehensible). It does not say ravta Taira, 
but simply tadra, consequently tadra refers to what is 
said of the fig-tree. Jesus says, The only proof of 
summer is life. The only proof of the kingdom of God 
is the union with the will of God, it is the life in the 
will of God. 
(0) Many texts have eyes. 


I place this verse here, as it contains an explanation of 
the parable of the fig-tree. There are no proofs, except the 
consciousness of the life in God; this consciousness is 
expressed in deeds, as the growth of leaves takes place 
in the spring. When you feel this, when you lift up 
your eyes and are not afraid, then you may know 
that your salvation has begun. 

This is the one token, the one proof. 


1. "Eneye dé kal rapa- 
Bodrhv avrots mpds 7d 
bety mdvToTe mpogevxe- 
Oa, Kal uh éxkaxety. 

2. Eire 6é adrois, 
Oray mpocetxynabe, dé- 
yere, Ildrep hud 6 év 
Tots ovpavols, ayracOnTw 
70 dvoud gov: é0éTw 7 
Baowela cou: yernO7Tw 
Td OéXnud cov, ws év ov- 
pav@, kal érl THs vis. 

8. Tov adptov judy 
Tov ér.ovo.ov didov Huty 
7d Kad’ nuépay. 

4. Kat &des hucty ras 
aduaptlas nudy, kal yap 
avrolt ddleuev ravrl del- 
Aovre Huly-Kal uh eloevey- 
Kys Huds els mreipacuor, 
GAG pIoar Huds dd 
Tov Tovnpod. 


OF PRAYER 


Luke xviii. 1. And he 
spake a parable unto 
them to this end, that 
men ought always to 
pray,¢ and not to faint; 


Luke «i. 2. And he 
said unto them, When 
ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.d 
Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth. 


3. Give us day by da 
our daily¢ Dreads aay 


4. And forgives us our 
sins; for we also forgive 
every one that is in- 
debted to us. And lead 
us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 


1. And Jesus gave 
them an instruction to 
this end, that men 
should always pray, and 
never stop. 


2. And Jesus said to 
them, When you pray, 
say, Father, be holy in 
us. Thy kingdom come, 
that is, thy will be done. 
Thy spirit come down 
upon us and cleanse us. 


3. Give us the food of 
the spirit, which gives 
us life. 


4. And do not request 
everything of us which 
we owe, for we do not 
request of those who 
owe us. Have no ac- 
counting with us. 
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11. Tlva 6é dudv roy 
marépa alrjce 6 vids 
prov, wy lOov émridw- 
ce atr@; ef kal ly Ody, 
By avtl ly Ovos bpuy éri- 
Shoe avTe ; 

12. "H kal éav ai- 
THON wov, wh émidwoe 
avr oKoprloy ; 

13. El ody byue?s rovn- 
pot wmdpxortes oldare 
ayaba Sduatra diddvar 
Tots Téxvois Dudv, woow 
MGNov 6 marnp 6 é& 


ovpavod dwoe IIvetua 
a a 

Aywv Tots airotow 
avréy 5 


5. Kal eire mpds av- 
rovs, Ths é& tudv eer 
pirov, Kal opetoerat 
mpos avrdov pecovuxtlou, 
kal elryn atr@, Plre, 
XeHoov yor Tpels Aprovs, 

6. ’Ereidy pidos pov 
mapeyéveTo €& d500 mpéds 
pee, Kal ovK €xw 6 mapa- 
Ohow abT@: 

7. Kdketvos eowbev 
dmoxpibels ely, MH poe 
kémous mwdpexe: On 7 
Oipa KéxrevoTra, Kal TA 
madla pov wer éuod els 
Thy kolr nv eloly: ob dbva- 
pat dvarras Sotval co; 

8. Aéyw tyulv, el Kat 
od Sdécea ait@ dvacras 
did 70 eivar adrod pido», 
bud ye THY dvaldecav av- 
Tov éyepbels Sdoe atr@ 
Bowy xpy fel. 

9. Kayo dtutv rAéyu. 
Alretre, kal do8noerat 
buiv: gnreire, Kal evp7- 
cere: Kpovere, Kal dyvot- 
yhoerae dpiv. 

2. Aéywv, Kpirys tus 
hy év tin mode, Tov 
Ocdy wn PoBodmevos, Kal 
&vOpwrov wh évrpembpe- 
vos. 


11. If a son shali ask 
bread of any of you that 
is a father, will he give 
him astone? or if heask 
a fish, will he for a fish 
give him a serpent? 


12. Or if he shall ask 
an egg, will he offer him 
a scorpion? 


13. If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your 
children; how much 
more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask 
him? 


5. And he said unto 
them, Which of you 
shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at 
midnight, and say unto 
him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; 


6. Forafriend of mine 
in his journey is come 
to me, and‘I have noth- 
ing to set before him? 


7. And he from within 
shall answer and say, 
Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and 
my children are with me 
in bed; I cannot rise 
and give thee. 


8. I say unto you, 
Though he will not rise 
and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet be- 
cause of his importunity 
he will rise and give 
him 3s many as he need- 
eth. 

9. And I say unto you, 


Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and 


it shall be opened unto 
you. 


Luke xviti. 2. Saying, 
There was in a city a 
judge, which feared not 
God, neither regarded 
man: 


pee! 


11. If any son will ask 
bread of any of you who 
is a father, will he give 
him a stone? or if he 
asks a fish, will he give 
him a snake? 


12. Or if he asks an 
egg, will he give him a 
spider? 


13. If you live badly, 
and know how to give 
gifts to your children; 
so much the more will 
God give the holy spirit 
to those who ask him. 


5. And he said to 
them, If thou hast a 
neighbour, and goest to 
him at midnight, and 
sayest to him, Friend, 
give me three loaves, 


6. Forafriend of mine 
is stopping with me in 
his journey, and I have 
nothing to set before 
him; 

7. That neighbour will 
not say from within, Do 
not trouble me: the door 
is already shut, and the 
children are with mein 
bed; I cannot get up and 
give you the loaves. 


8. I suppose, if he will 
not get up because of 
his friendship and give 
it, he will jump up be- 
cause of his shame (be- 
fore him) and give him 
what he wants. 


9. And I tell you, Ask, 
and it will be given to 
you; who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks 
it is opened.* 


2. He said, There was 
in a city a judge, who 
neither feared God, nor 
was ashamed before 
men, 
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3. Xnpa Sé tis Hv ev 
TH mode éxelyy, Kal Hp- 
xETO Mpds avroyv, Néyou- 
oa, “Exdlknoby we ard 
Tov dyTLdlkov pov. 

4. Kal ov« 70é\noev 
éml xpbvov- meta O€ Tad- 
ta elmev év éavT@, Hi 
kal Tov Gedy od PoBovuat, 
kal &vOpwrov ovk évrpé- 
Tomar 

5. Ad ye 7d mapéxerv 
por Kémov THY xHpay 
Tabrny, ExdiKnow avTnHy, 
tva wh els Tédos epxouévn 
brwrid(y Me: 

6. Eire dé 6 Kips, 
*Axovoate Th 6 Kpirhs 
THs aduxlas Neveu: 

7. ‘O 6& Geds od wh 
moimoe THY ékdlknow 
TOv €xdexT@v avrov Tov 
Bodvrwy mpds abrov hué- 
pas kal vuxros, Kal aKpo- 
Ouudy er adbrots ; 

8. Adéyw duly, 8re 
monroe THY e€xdlKnow 
avradv év raxe. wrIV 6 
ulds ToD avOpwou €av 
apa evphoe thy mloruv 
él TIS VIS ; 

22. Hire dé mpds rods 
pabnras avrov, Ava Tov- 
To uly Néyw, uh pmepl- 
mvare TH YUXT war, 

26. Ths dé € dtudv 
Bepivav dbvarat mpoo- 
Getvar emt rhv jrklay 
avrod wixuy eva; 

31. Il\qv fnretre hv 
Baowrelay Tov Geod, kal 
Tatra mavra mpooTeby- 
oerat Uuty. | 

35. “Eorwoay spov 
al dogves repiefwopuévar, 
kal ol AUxvoL KaLbuevot: 

36. Kal duets Soros 
avOpwaros mpocdexopme- 
vos Tov KUpioy éavT dy, 


3. And there was a 
widow in that city; and 
she came unto him, say- 
ing, Avenge me of mine 
adversary. 


4. And he would not 
for a while: but after- 
ward he said within him- 
self, Though I fear not 
God, nor regard man; 


5. Yet because this 
widow troubleth me, I 
will avenge her, lest by 
her continual coming 
she weary me. 


6. And the Lord said, 
Hear what the unjust 
judge saith.g 


7. And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night 
unto him, though he 
bear long with them? 


8. I tell you that he 
will avenge them speed- 
ily. Nevertheless,” when 
the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on 
the earth ?i 


Luke xii. 22. And he 
said unto his disciples, 
Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no thought 
for your life, 


25. And which of you 
with taking thought can 
add to his stature one 
cubit?7 


31. But rather seek ye 
the kingdom of God, 
and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 


35. Let your loins be 
fices about, and your 
ights burning; 


36. And ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait 
for their lord, when he 
will return from the 
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3. And there was a 
widow in that city, and 
she kept going to the 
judge and saying to him, 
Judge between me and 
him who has offended 


me. 

4. And for a long time 
the judge would not 
judge; but afterward he 
said to himself, Though 
I do not fear God, and 
do not regard men, 


5. Yet that I may not 
be annoyed by this 
widow, I will decide the 
case, lest she lose her 
patience and scratch out 
my eyes. 


6. And Jesus said 
Hear what the judge of 
unrighteousness said. 


7. How, then, will God 
not act righteously with 
his own elect, who cry 
day and night to him, 
and endure. 


8. I tell you that he 
will treat them right- 
eously atonce. Besides, 
the son of man will come 
and find faith on earth. 


22. And he said to his 
disciples, Therefore take 
no thought for your life. 


25. Who of you with 
taking thought can add 
one hour to his life? 


31. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, and 


everything else will 
come of itself. 
35. Be girded and 


ready, and let the night 
candles burn all the 
time. 

36. Be always like serv- 
ants, when they wait for 
their master to return 
from a visit, that, when 
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mwoére dvadtvoe éx TOY 
yaw, tva, EMdvros Kal 
KpovoavrTos, ev0éws dvol- 
Ewouw abry. 

37. Maxdpzor of Soddot 
éxetvo., ods EMOwy 6 KU- 
pios evpyoer Ypnyopovy- 
Tas. dunyv éyw viv, bre 
mepifdoerar Kal dvakr- 
vet avrovs, Kal mapehOwy 
Sitaxovncer avrors. 

88. Kal éav €dOq év 
7TH Sevtépa pudak7, Kal 
év rn Tpitn vdakg 
On, Kal eUpy otTw, 
pakdpiol elowv of doddor 
éxelvou. 

39. Todro dé yuvd- 
oxere, 8re ef Ne 6 olKo- 
Oeorbrns mola dpa 6 
KrNértTns epxerat, éypn- 
yopnoev av, kal ovK dy 
apjke Swupvyfvac Tov 
oikov ovrod. 

40. Kal vpets ody yi- 
veoOe Eroipor bre 7 wpa 
ov doxeire, 6 vids Tod 
avOpdmou epxerat. 


wedding; that, when he 
cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him 
immediately. 


37. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord 
when he cometh shall 
find watching: verily I 
say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down 
to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them. 


38. And if he shall 
come in the _ second 
watch, or come in the 
third watch, and find 
them so, blessed are 
those servants. 


39. And this know 
that if the pocaen of 
the house had known 
what hour the _ thief 
would come, he would 
have watched, and not 
have suffered his house 
to be broken through. 


40. Be ye _ therefore 
ready also: for the Son 
of man cometh’ at an 
hour when ye think not. 
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he knocks, they may 
open to him at once. 


387. Happy are the servy- 
ants, whom the master 
finds prepared. You 
know yourselves that he 
will make them sit down 
at the table, and will 
serve them. 


38. And if he comes at 
the first, the second, or 
the third hour, the serv- 
eats will always be satis- 

ed. 


39. You know, that if 
the householder knew 
when the thief would 
come, he would not 
sleep, and would not 
allow the house to be 
broken into. 


40. Even thus be you 
ready, for you do not 
know the time when the 
son of man willgo away. 


(a) The first meaning of wpocevyowar is to wish, seek, 
strive after something. Since it says that we must pray 
only about the Holy Spirit, we must also remember that 
the prayer, the wish, must be only about this, that God 
may give us the possibility of being in the kingdom of 
God, that is, of the Holy Spirit. In this verse I changed 
the word parable to instruction, because the instruction 
about the manner of praying is given here; and the 
parables of Luke xi. without the slightest doubt make 
reference to the same. 

(>) Many texts have éf’ mas, which gives a clearer 


meaning. 


(c) Some verses have thy will, others again, thy spirat 
in us, and purify us. 
(d) apros means the feeding of the spirit. 
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(e) émvovovos occurs but once, and only here. From 
the composition it means what gives existence. 

(f) Do not demand of us what we owe thee. 

We owe the life of the comprehension and do not give 
up our whole carnal life for the comprehension, and so 
we are insolvent debtors. There is one thing we can 
do, and that is, not to have an accounting with his chil- 
dren, with men, so that God may not have an accounting 
with us. 

(g) The emphasis is here on the word unrighteousness. 
Remember that it is a judge of wnrighteousness who said 
this. Even the judge of unrighteousness was compelled 
to do righteousness. 

(h) mv here means besides. 

(t) The question-mark only obscures the meaning. 

Pray always, seek, strive. Even the unrighteous judge 
is afraid of the poor widow and does her will, so how will 
God not do what he is asked to do? And even if there 
is no God in heaven, it is impossible not to believe in the 
son of man in the souls of men. 

(7) Verses 26-30 are given in Chapter IV., in the 
sermon of the mount. 

(k) épxouwat may here mean to go away, and then it is 
clear that he is speaking of death, which is the subject 
of the discourse. But if we translate it by to come, no 
meaning is got: whither, whence, how ? 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. I. pp. 470-472): 


Ici encore, la simple comparaison des textes paralléles fait 
ressortir ce qu’il y a d’arbitraire dans la rédaction des divers élé- 
ments réunis par l’évangéliste en un discours continu, lequel, & 
vrai dire, serait & considérer comme la suite de celui de la péri- 
cope précédente. Nous voyons bien la liaison des idées qui 
forme le trait d’union entre les deux parties que nous avons 
séparées : la parabole de ’homme surpris par la mort, la mention 
faite de trésors impérissables, la promesse du royaume, tout cela 
peut étre envisagé comme préludant aux exhortations que nous 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 115 


lisons ici et qui tendent essentiellement & inculquer le devoir de 
se tenir prét pour le moment supréme. C’est cette association 
didées qui a dfi guider Luc dans l’arrangement successif des 
maximes éparses, recueillies par lui et classées d’aprés leur 
alfinité plus ou moins facile & saisir. Mais par les textes corre- 
spondants du premier évangile, nous voyons que cet arrange- 
ment n’est pas le fait de la tradition primitive, ni d’une source 
écrite qui Vaurait imposé aux narrateurs plus récents; nous 
voyons méme que le sens de l’un ou de l’autre mot a été mal 
compris ou diversement interprété, que tout ne se range pas 
naturellement dans le cadre général une fois adopté; enfin, 
notre texte méme n’a pas complétement effacé les traces du 
genre de travail que nous venons de signaler. Voyez v. 41, 
42, 54, et surtout aussi le passage subit du pluriel au singu- 
lier, v. 58. D’aprés cela, nous serons autorisés & étudier le 
sens propre et prochain de chaque maxime indépendamment du 
contexte. 

1° (v. 85-40). Soyez préts a tout moment! Cétte idée est 
exprimée par plusieurs images. Celle de la ceinture serrée nous 
représente.le voyageur qui se met en route, ou louvrier qui met 
la main 4 la besogne; celle de la lampe allumée peint une scéne 
domestique, ot les gens de la maison veillent plus ou moins 
avant dans la nuit, quand le maitre est dehors, assistant 4 un 
festin, pour qu’au moment de son retour, dont l’heure n’est pas 
fixée d’avance, la porte lui soit immédiatement ouverte, la cour 
éclairée, et qu’il puisse étre conduit dans sa chambre. Enfin, une 
troisitme image, celle du voleur, est destinée 4 mettre en relief 
Vidée de l’incertitude absolue du moment précis ot chacun sera 
mis en demeure de faire voir par le fait qu’il s’était tenu prét. 
Toutes ces images sont claires et transparentes. Dans celle du 
voleur, il faut faire abstraction de tout autre élément (notam- 
ment de toute considération morale), pour ne s’en tenir qu’au 
seul point de comparaison que nous venons d’indiquer. Dans 
Vallégorie du maitre revenant au milieu de la nuit, il faut 
mettre de cdté tout ce que lexégése traditionnelle a dit d’une 
noce, pour s’arréter & ce seul fait que le retard prolongé du maitre 
est de nature & fatiguer le serviteur et l’entraine a se livre au 
sommeil. Le fait que dans l’une de ces images c’est le maitre 
lui-méme qui veille pour attendre le voleur, tandis que dans 
Vautre ce sont les serviteurs qui veillent pour attendre le maitre, 
ce fait prouve surabondamment que la pensée intime, qu'il 
s’agissait d’exprimer, ne s’attache pas aux personnes représentées, 
mais & l’acte de veiller, qui est le seul élément commun aux 
diverses images, 
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Mais il y a l& une autre question, plus intéressante au point 
de vue théologique, et en méme temps plus difficile & résoudre. 
Quel est ce moment supréme de l’épreuve décisive dont Jésus a 
youlu faire ressortir importance, ce moment a la fois certain et 
incertain, inévitable et inattendu? Nos évangélistes ont posi- 
tivement songé & la parousie du Christ, 4 son retour triomphant 
pour l’établissement de son royaume, et l’Eglise l’a toujours 
compris ainsi. La phrase qui termine notre texte: le fils de 
Vhomme viendra x Vheure ot vous n’y penserez pas, ne laisse 
aucun doute & cet égard. Nous trouverons encore plus d’un pas- 
sage qui confirme cette interprétation et qui fera voir clairement 
que Jésus a df, dans de pareilles circonstances, se servir de terms 
qui l’autorisaient assez directement. Néanmoins ses paroles sont 
susceptibles d’étre appliquées d’une maniére plus immédiatement 
pratique, plus indéfiniment salutaire encore. Si nous nous 
bornions au premier sens, elles auraient perdu & peu prés toute 
leur force, aujourd’hui que la perspective d’une fin prochaine du 
monde actuel, telle que la concevait la théologie judéo-chrétienne, 
ne captive plus guére les esprits; tandis qu’elles subsistent, aussi 
sérieuses, aussi pressantes qu’au premier jour, si nous les sup- 
posons adressées, non & Vhumanité considérée comme un seul 
tout et attendant sa destinée collectivement, mais 4 chaque 
homme individuellement, en vue de sa fin particuliére et du 
moment ou il sera appelé a rendre compte, pour sa part person- 
nelle, de l’usage qu’il a fait de son existence sur la terre, de ses 
moyens d’agir, et des instructions regues. Nous ne craignons 
pas d’affirmer que ce point de vue peut étre revendiqué & l’egard 
de la plupart des textes en question sans qu’il leur soit fait vio- 
lence, et il resterait seulement 4 examiner si l’autre élément, 
celui que nous avons signalé d’abord, a été introduit par suite 
d’une méprise des auditeurs ou de la tradition, ou s’il doit étre 
considéré comme une partie intégrante et authentique de l’en- 
seignement de Jésus. Mais dans ce dernier cas, il restera encore 
la grande question de savoir si, dans sa bouche, ce n’était 1a 
qu’une forme imagée de la pensée, dont il empruntait les con- 
tours aux conceptions populaires relatives 4 l’avenir, ou bien s’il 
faut admettre que pour lui aussi l’idée de la proximité d’une 
grande révolution humanitaire effagait la différence entre la 
sphére des destinées de notre espéce et celle des destinées indivi- 
duelles. C’est la une question capitale pour l’appréciation de 
Venseignement de Jésus. Nous aurons & y revenir. 


45. Tls dpa éorly 6 etlee ar eens 45. Will he be a faith- 
BY sth . then is a faithful and ful and wise slave whom 
miards Sodhos Kal ppbve wise servant, whom his the master has put in 
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wos, dv xaréornoev 6 
KUp.os avTov éml THs Oe- 
pamelas avrod, Tod d1d6- 
vat avrots THY Tpophy 
év Kalp@ ; 

46. Maxdpwos 6 do0- 
dos éxetvos, dv éAOdy 6 
kbpios avTov evpjoe Trot- 
ovyTa ovTws. 

47. “Auhy r\éyw duty, 
Ore éml maou Tots brdp- 
xovow avTod KaTacTH- 
oew avr ov. 

48. ’Eav 6€ ern 6 
kaxds dotdos éxetvos év 
7H Kapdla abrod, Xpovt- 
fer 6 Kvpids pou édOery, 

49, Kal &ptnrar rv- 
mre Tovs gauvdovdous, 
éoOlev dé Kal mlvev 
peTa THY peOvdrvTwyr, 

50. “Héeu 6 xvpios Tot 
OovAou éxelvou év nuépa 
] o¥ mpocdokd, Kal év 
Spa 7 ob ywwoke. 

33. Bdéirere,  aypv- 
mveire Kal mpocevx ere: 
ovk ofdare yap more 6 
kawpos éoruy. 

34. ‘Os &vOpwmos dré- 
Snuos adels THv olklav 
avrod, kal dovds Tots dov- 
ows avrTov Thy eEovalar, 
kal éxdorw 7d Epyov av- 
700, Kal T@ Ovpwpe 
éverelharo iva ypnyoph- 

385. Tpnyopetre odv, 
(ov oldare yap more 6 
ktpwos THs olklas Epxerat, 
épe,  pecovuxriov, 7 
ddexTopopwrias, 7 mpwt) 

36. My é\Oadv ééal- 
pyns edpy buds Kabevdov- 
Tas. 

87. “A dé byulv réyuw, 
maou héyw, Upnyopetre. 

34, Ilpooéyere 5¢ éav- 
Tots, unmore BapuvOdouv 
du@y al xapdlar év Kpac- 


lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to 
give them meat in due 
season? 


46. Blessed is that ser- 
vant, whom his lord 
when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 


47. Verily I say unto 
ou, That he shall make 
im ruler over all his 
goods. 


48. But and if that 
evil servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord delay- 
eth his coming; 


49, And shall begin to 
smite his fellow ser- 
vants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 


50. The lord of that 
servant shall come in a 
day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of. 


Mark xiti. 33. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when 
the time is. 


34, As though a man 
taking a far journey. 
who left his house, and 
gave authority to his 
servants, and to every 
man his work, and com- 
manded the porter to 
watch. 


35. Watch ye there- 
fore: for ye know not 
when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the 
cock-crowing, or in the 
morning: 

36. Lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleep- 
ing. : 


37. And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, 
Watch. 

Luke wai. 34. And 
take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged 


. 
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charge of his servants, 
to feed them in time? 


46. Happy is the slave 
if the master comes and 
finds him doing so. 


47. Truly I tell you, the 
master will put him in 
charge of all his posses- 
sions. 


48. But if the evil 
slave shall say to him- 
self, My master will be 
late in coming back, 


49. And shall begin to 
beat the servants, and 
to eat and drink with 
the drunkards; 


50. And the slave’s 
master shall come at a 
time when he does not 
expect him, the slave 
will fare ill. 


33. And so do not fall 
asleep, for you do not 
know when the time will 
come. 


34. When a man goes 
away from his house 
(giving freedom to his 
servants and each his 
work), and orders his 
watchman not to sleep, 


35. Do not sleep, for 
you do not know when 
the master of the house 
will return, in the even- 
ing, or at midnight, or 
at cockcrow, or in the 
morning: 

36. Lest, coming back, 
he find you sleeping. 


37. It is this that I say 
to you, Be always ready. 


34. Restrain your- 
selves, lest your hearts 


‘be surfeited with eatin 


and drinking, an 
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wary Kal ué0n Kal pepl- 
pvats Buwtixats, Kal al- 
gpridios ep vuas ériory 
n Nuépa éxelyn: 

35. ‘Qs mayls yap 
érenevoerar emt mavTas 
Tovs KaOnuévous él mpd- 
owrov radons TAS Y7S. 

36. "Aypumveire ody 
éy mavrl Kaip@ Seduevor, 
iva Karak&iwOAre éxpu- 
yetv Tatra mdvTra Ta 
pédovra ylvecbat, Kal 
oTabjvat €umporbery Tov 
viod Tov dvOpwrov. 


with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that 
day come upon you un- 
awares. 


35, For as a snare shall 
it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. 


36. Watch ye there- 
fore, and pray always, 
that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to es- 
cape all ‘these things 
that shall come to pass, 
and to stand? before the 
Son of man. 
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worldly cares, and that 
day find you unawares. 


35. For it is thrown 
like a snare over all who 
live on earth. 


36. Be wakeful there- 
fore, fearing atalltimes, 
so that you may at all 
times be worthy of 
escaping everything 
which will be, and be 
worthy of the son of 
man. 


(a) The last incomprehensible Verse 51 about the 
cutting up and apportioning to the hypocrites (comedians) 


is omitted. 


(b) ora@jvat to become worthy. 
To receive the kingdom of God, which is within us, 
avoid the carnal life, be afraid of everything that will 
take you away from the comprehension of God, so that 
you may be able to avoid what happens, and may reéstab- 
lish the son of man in you. 


PARABLE OF THE VIRGINS AND 


42. Tpnyopetre ody, 
8re odk otdare rola Hpa 
6 kvpios buay Epxerar. 


44. Awa Totro kal 
duets ylverOe Erorpou: 


bre 7 Spa ov Soxetre, O 
vids Tod dvOpwrou epxe- 
Tal. 

1. Tére 6powhjoerat 
h Bacirela T&v ovpavay 
déxa mapbévos, alruves 
AaBotica Tas Aaumrddas 
avr Gv é&fOov els amdv- 
THoLW TOD vuudtov. 

2. Tlévre 5 Foav é 
atrGv dpdvipor, kat 
TévTe wpa. 


Matt. xxiv. 42. Watch 
therefore; for ye know 
not what hour your 
Lord doth come. 

44. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh. 


Matt. vev. 1. Then 
shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took 
their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bride- 
groom. 


2. And five of them 
were wise, and five were 
foolish, 


THE LAMPS 


42. Do not sleep, for 
you do not know what 
hour the master will 
come. 

44. Therefore be pre- 
pared; for at an hour 
that you do not know 
the son of man will 
come, 


1. Then will the king- 
dom of God be like the 
ten girls, who took their 
lamps, and went out to 
meet the bridegroom. 


2. Five of them were 
wise, and five foolish, 
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3. Alrives wwpal, da- 
Botoar Tas Nammrddas 
éavT@v, ovk 2daBov ped’ 
éaut Oy €dauoy: 

4, Al dé ppdviuor @da- 
Bov €davoy év Trois ay- 
yelors avT@y pera TOV 
Aaprddwy abt av. 

5. Xpovifovros dé Tov 
vuudlov, éviatakay mwa- 
oat kal éxddevdor. 

6. Méons dé vuxrds 
Kpavyh yéyovev, dod, 6 
vuulos épxetau ebépxe- 
aOe eis arayrnow av- 
Tov. 

7. Tére HyépOnoav 
maca ai mapbévor éxet- 
var, Kal éxdounoay Tas 
Aapurddas avr ov. 

8. Al dé pwpal rats 
ppoviuors elrov, Aédre 
qty éx Tot édalov vudr, 
Ore ai aprdades hudy 
oBévyvyra. 

9. ’AmexplOnoay dé at 
ppdvisor, héyouoa, M7- 
Tore OUK apKéoy Huty Kal 
tiv: mopeverbe dé uan- 
Aov mpds Tods TwodyTas, 
kal dyopacare éavTais. 

10. Arepxouévwy dé 
a’t&v dayopdca, bev 
6 vuudlos: Kal ai Erorpor 
elofAOov per avrod els 
Tovs yauous, Kal €xeloOn 
1 Ovpa. 

11. “Yorepov dé Zpxov- 
rac Kal ai dowral map- 
Gévor, Néyoucat, Kupe, 
Kbpe, dvoutov Nuc. 

12. ‘O dé daroxpibels 
elrev, Apuhv Néyw vty, 
obk oda mas. 

18. Tpnyopetre odp, 
bre ovK oldaTe THY Tué- 
pay ovde Tiy Spay, év 7 
6 ulds TOU dvOpdrrovu epxe- 
TOL. 


3. They that were fool- 
ish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with 
them: 


4. But the wise took 
oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 


5. While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 


6. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to 
meet him. 


7. Then all those vir- 
gins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. 


8. And the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give us 
of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out. 


9. But the wise an- 
swered, saying, Not so; 
lest there be not enough 
for us and you: but go 
ye rather to them that 


sell, and buy for your- 
selves. , 
10. And while they 


went to buy, the bride- 
groom came; and they 
that were ready went in 
with him to the mar- 
riage: and the door was 
shut. 


11. Afterward came 
also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. 


12, But he answered 
and said, Verily I say 
unto you, I know you 
not. 

13. Watch therefore; 
for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour where- 
in the Son of man com- 
eth. 
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3. The foolish girls 
took the lamps, but took 
no oil with them. 


4. And the wise 
took their lamps an 
in the vessels. 


irls 
oil 


5. The bridegroom tar- 
ried, and they were 
sleepy and fell asleep. 


6. In the night they 
suddenly cried, The 
bridegroom is coming. 
Go out to meet him, 


7. Then all the girls 
awoke, and trimmed 
their lamps. 


8. The foolish girls 
said to the wise, Give us 
of your oil, for our lamps 
have gone out. 


9. But the wise girls 
answered them, That is 
impossible: there will 
not be enough for us 
and you; go into the 
shop, and buy some. 


10. And while they 
went to buy, the bride- | 
groom came. Those 
who were ready went 
with the bridegroom to 
the wedding, and the 
door was shut. 


11. Then came the 
other girls, and_ said, 
Master, open the door. 


12. And he said to 
them, Truly, I do not 
know who you are. 


13. So do not sleep, for 
you do not know the day 
and the hour when the 
son of man will come. 
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43. "Exetvo 5¢ yuvd- 
oxere, 6re el HOE 6 olko- 
deorbrns rola pudaky 6 
KNérTns EpxeTar, eypn- 
yopnoev av, Kal ovK av 
elace Siopvyfvac Thy 
oiklay abrov. 

23. Hire dé ris aire, 
Kupte, ef drlyou of cwhb- 
pevor; 6 dé ele mpds 
avTovs, 

24. ’Aywrlterbe eic- 
eddety dud THs oTevis 
avdns° 8rt ToNXol, Aéyw 
byuiv, (nrjoovow eloed- 
Oetv, Kal ovk loxvoovo.. 

25. Ad’ of av éyep07 
6 olkodeor drys, Kal daro- 
kXelon THY Ovpav, Kal 
dptnobe téw éordvar kal 
Kpovery THY Ovpav, Né- 
yovres, Kupie,  xupue, 
&vortov july: Kal daro- 
kpilels éper dutv, Ovx 
olda buds, wbev éoreé: 

26. Tére dptecbe dé- 
yew, Eddyouev évibmiby 
gov kal émlouev, Kai év 
Tats wAaTelas Huddy edl- 
daéas. 

27. Kat pet, Adyw 
duty, ovK olda buds, 16- 
Gev éoré: ambotnre ar 
éuov, mavres ol épydrac 
THs ddiklas. 


Matt. xxiv. 43. But 
know ‘this, that if the 
oodman of the house 
ad known in what 
watch the thief would 
come, he would have 
watched, and would not 
have suffered his house 
to be broken up.¢ 


Luke xiii. 23. Then 
said one unto him, Lord, 
are there few that be 
saved? And he said un- 
to them, 


24. Strive? to enter in 
at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able.« 


25. Whend once the 
master of the house is 
risen up,¢ and hath shut 
to the door, and ye be- 
gin to stand without, 
and to knock at the 
door, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open unto us; and 
he shall answer and say 
unto you, I know you 
not whence ye are: 


26. Then shall ye begin 
to say, We have eaten 
and drunk in thy pres- 
ence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets. 


27. But he shall say, I 
tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart 
from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity. 
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43. But you know also 
that if the master of the 
house knew when the 
thief was coming, he 
would not sleep and 
would not allow his 
house to be broken into. 


23. Andaman said to 
him, Sir, are there few 
who are saved? 


2. Fight to enter 
through the narrow 
gate, for many, I tell 
you, will strive to enter, 
and but few will prevail. 


25. If, from the time 
that the master comes, 
and shuts the door, you 
begin to stand outside, 
and to push at the door, 
saying, Master, master, 
open to us, he wili say to 
you, I do not know you, 
and I do not know 
whence you come. 


26. Then you will be- 
gin to say, We have 
eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast 
taught among us. 


27. And he will say, I 
tell you, I do not know 
you, whence you are. 
Go away from me, all 
you workers of iniquity. 


(a) The kingdom of heaven is outside of time and 


space; it is in you, in your present life. 


You will want 


to turn back those days, when it was within you, but it 


will be too late. 


The kingdom of God is your liberty to 


live in this world like sons, and not like slaves: your 


freedom is to live in the present. 


you cannot turn it back. 


(0) ayovifowa to struggle, fight. 


If you miss this life, 


This word is placed 


here on purpose, in contradistinction to €ytncovow and 


in connection with 7 Bacirela Brabera. 


In this place 
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the same thought is expressed as in the words, The king- 
dom of God is taken by force. 

(c) toxdw here, as in Acts xix. 20, in the sense of to 
prevau. 

(d) This sentence is translated, When the master shuts 
the door, you will knock, etc.; but the translation is in- 
correct: ag’ od dy does not mean when, and dpyopwa 
means to begin, and not will. 

(c) Many texts have, The master will come. Wall 
wake does not fit in with the master’s getting up on 
purpose to shut the door. 


Having explained that the presence of the son of man 
is nowhere and not in time, Jesus proceeds to elucidate it 
by parables. He says that, since the days of the son of 
man are outside time, men who bear in themselves the 
comprehension of God must not represent it to them- 
selves in time, but always outside of time, and must live 
the life of the son of man, unite with him. If in the 
comparison with the master of the house and the girls we 
are to see, as the church does, an indication of the time, 
and by the bridegroom we are to understand Christ’s 
coming in time, then the meaning of the whole teaching 
is lost, and we affirm precisely what Jesus denied. 

The parables make it clear that there is no time for the 
son of man. The night watchman is made a night watch- 
man for the very purpose that he may not sleep the whole 
night, for he cannot know the time when he may be 
needed. Even thus the girls met to receive the bride- 
groom. And even thus it is with the son of man. The 
son of man is a son of man for the very purpose that he 
may always live as the son in the house of the Father, 
and not as a slave, and may always recognize God in 
himself. 

The master of the house which the thief broke into 
would not have allowed the house to be robbed, if he had 


122 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


known when the thief would come. Consequently it is 
impossible to know the time. Always and never. The 
master must so arrange his house that nothing may be 
stolen from it. Even thus it is with the comprehension 
of God. It does not come or go,— time does not exist 
for it. If there is the comprehension, that means that 
the life of the son of man outside of time has begun. 

Jesus is asked after that whether there will be many 
who will be saved. He does not answer this question, 
for he cannot answer it. 

For the son of man there is neither place, nor time, and 
so neither much, nor little. The seed is cast into all men. 
But he replies to it, We must not discuss who will be 
saved, and in what manner; but we must work, struggle, 
by force enter through the door, for those who will 
discuss will not enter. There was a time for entering, 
but they did not do so, and the door is shut. And no 
reflection will be of any avail. We must not discuss, 
but work. Those enter who struggle and do righteous- 
ness. The doers of unrighteousness cannot enter, because 
the master does not know them, — they do not exist for 
him. ‘ 

While instructing concerning the life of the son of 
man in all men, concerning its independence from place 
and time, Jesus Christ speaks of the life of men in gen- 
eral. Speaking of the son of man, he does not speak of 
the death of men. There is no death for the son of man; 
death is only the manifestation of darkness. Death is 
everything which is not the son of man. If Jesus 
were speaking of the death of men, he ought to say 
that the spirit of man comes to life, but he does not 
say so anywhere, and seems to be avoiding the question 
of the visible death. He does not really avoid it, but 
this concept does not exist in his teaching. The death 
of the individual man is the same darkness as every 
action of all men who do not live by the comprehension 
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of God. The death of individual men, according to his 
teaching, is a condition in which it is no longer possible 
to live by the comprehension of God; it is that which in 


his similes he represents by the shut door. 


OF THE COMING OF THE SON 


27. Méd\rec yap 6 vids 
Tov avOpwrov epxecOar 
év 7H 56 TOD rwaTpds 
avroU ucTa TOY ayyédwy 
avrov: kal rére drrodwoe 
éxdoT@ Kara Thy mpakuv 
avrov. 

81. “Oray 5& 2dOy 6 
vids TOD dvOpwrou év TH 
6b&m abrod, Kal mdvres 
of dytoe dyyedor per 
avrov, TéTe Kkabloe éml 
Opévou Sdéns avrod, 

82. Kal cvvaxOjoerar 
EumpooGev avtod mavra 
Ta 2Ovy, Kal adpoprel ad- 
Tovs dm’ d\NHrwY, domep 
6 mony ddoplfe Ta 
mpoBara, amd 7 dv éplpwy, 

383. Kal orjoe Te perv 
mpbBara éx deity adrod, 
Ta O€ éplpia €& edwrdpuwr. 


Matt. xvi. 27. For the 
Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; 
and then he shall rewar 
every man according to 
his works.¢ 


Matt. xxv. 31. When 
the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with 
him, then shail he sit 
upon the throne of his 
glory: 


32. And before him 
shall be gathered all 
nations: and he _ shall 
separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from 
the goats: 


33. And he shall set 
the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on 
the left. 


OF MAN 


27. For the son of man 
will enter with his pow- 
ers, and will reward 
every man according to 
his works. 


31. When the son of 
man will enter into his 
meaning, and all his 
powers with him, he 
will settle himself in the 
seat of his meaning. 


32. Then all men will 
appear before him, and 
he will separate them 
one from another, as a 
shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats; 


33. And he will drive 
the sheep to the right, 
and the goats to the left. 


(a) I repeat this verse here so as to make clear 


Matt. xxv. 31, in which it says what will happen 
when the son of man will come in the glory of the 
Father. The word év is in the gospel language fre- 
quently used for es, as in Mark vi. 17: Avros yap o 
“Hp@dns amoote/ias éxpatnoe Tov “lwavynv, kat edyoev 
avrov év TH pudAaky. 


The coming of the son of man in the meaning of the 
Father, in his meaning, has no other significance than 
exalting the son of man. When this meaning of the 
son of man will appear, it will by this very appearance 
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divide all men into two parts, as the shepherd separates the 


sheep from the goats. 


It is the office of the son of man 


to divide the world, to separate the living from the dead. 


84. Tére épe? 6 Bacr- 
Reds Tots éx deEvHy adrov, 
Acdre, ol evroynuévor TOU 
marpos mov, KAnpovoj- 
care THY HToacuerny 
vutv Bacirelav amd KaTa- 
Bods Kbopov. 

85. "Emelvaca yap, 
kal édwxaré por payer 
édlynoa, Kal érorlcaré 
pe E€vos Hunv, kal ouvv- 


nyayeré pe 
86. Tupvds, kal rept- 
eBdreré pe Hobévnoa, 


kal érecképac0é pe: év 
pudraky Hunv, cal 7rAOeTeE 
pos [Ke 

387. Tére droxp.07- 
govTar avT@ of dikasor, 
Aéyorres, Kupie, 1ére ce 
elSouev meva@vra, Kal 
EOpépauev;  duavra, 
kal éroricaper ; 

388. Ilére dé ce eldouev 
Eévov, kal curnyayouer ; 
f yuuvor, Kal mepieBado- 
Mev ; 

89. Ilére dé ce eldo- 
ev dobevh,  év pudakg, 
kal #Oomev mpds oe; 

40. Kal dmoxpifels 6 
Bacveds pet avrots, 
"Aphv eyo tylv, ef’ 
Scov érohoate évl Tov- 
Twyv Tav ddekpGy pov 
Tov édaxlorwv, €uol 
erolnoare. 


41. Tére épe? kal rots 


é ebwripwrv, Lopeverde 
ar éuod, of KaTnpapmevor, 
els TO Tip Td alwyor, 
7d Hrowacuévoy TO Sia- 
Boddw Kal rots dyyédots 


avroo. 


Matt. xxv. 34, Then 
shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you 
from the foundation of 
the world :4 


35. For I was a hun- 
gered, and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: 1 was 
a stranger, and ye took 
me in: 


36. Naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, 
and ye visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye came 
unto me. 


37. Then shall _ the 
righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw 
we thee a hungered, and 
fed thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink? 


38. When saw we thee 
a stranger, and_ took 
thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? 


39. Or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto thee? 


40. And the king shall 
answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one 
of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


41. Then shall he say 
also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting? fire, prepared 
for the devil and his 
angels: 


34. Then the lord will 
say to those whom he 
has separated and placed 
on the right, Come 
hither, you beloved of 
my Father, and inherit 
the kingdom prepared 
for you from the begin- 
ning of the world. 


35. For I was hungry, 
and you fed me; I was 
thirsty, and you gave 
me to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you took 
me in; 


36. I was naked, and 
you clothed me; I was 
sick, and you tended on 
me; I was in prison, and 
you came to see me, 


37. Then the righteous 
will answer him, and 
say, When did we see 
thee hungry, and fed 
thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee to drink? 


38. When did we see 
thee a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? 


39. When did we see 
thee sick, or in prison, 
and came to see thee? 


40. And the lord will 
say to them in reply, 
You know yourselves 
that whatever you have 
done to the least of these 
my brethren, you have 
done to me, 


41. Then he will say to 
those who are on the 
left, Go away from me, 
unbeloved, into the 
outer fire, prepared for 
evil and its powers. 
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42. ’Enelvaca yap, 
kal ox édaxaré wor pa- 
yetv: édlynoa, kat ovK 
éroticaré pe: 

43. Révos juny, xal 
ov ournyayeTé per yu- 
pvds, Kal od mepieBdderé 
pe adobevhns, kal év pu- 
akg, Kal ovK érecxdpya- 
oe pe. 

44. Tére daroxpi0h- 
govrat atr@ Kal avrol, 
Aéyovres, Kupie, wbre oe 
elSouev wevavra, 7) de 
wavra, h tévov, A yu- 
pvov,A acbevrn, ev pu- 
akg, Kal od dinkovyica- 
bev o0L; 

45. Tére droxpiOjoe- 
Tat avrots, Aéywv, Auhy 
A€yw bpiv, ép bcov ovK 
érounoarte évl ToUTwY T@Y 
€\axlarwy, ovdé éyol 
éTOLno are. 

46. Kal dedevoovrat 
obroz els KbNaowY alinor 
of dé dlkavo els Swhy 
alaviov. 


42. For I was an hun- 
gered, and ye gave me 
no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no 
drink: 


43. I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in: 
naked, and ye clothed 
me not: sick, and in 
prison, and ye visited 
me not, 


44. Then shall they 
also answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, or athirst, 
or a stranger, or naked 
or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto 
thee? 


45. Then shall he an- 
swer them, saying, 
Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to 
me. 


46. And these shall go 
away into everlasting 
punishment:« but the 
righteous into life eter- 
nal. 
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42, For I was hungry, 
and you did not give me 
to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you did not give me to 
drink; 

43. I was a stranger, 
and you did not receive 
me; I was naked, and 
yo did not clothe me; 

was sick and in prison, 
and you did not look 
after me. 


44. Then these will an- 
swer him, saying, Lord, 
when did we see thee 
hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and 
did not serve thee? 


45. Then he will an- 
swer them, You know 
yourselves that whatso- 
ever you did not do to 
the least of your breth- 
ren, you did not do to 
me. 


46. And they will go 
into the everlasting 
segregation, but the 
righteous into life eter- 
nal. 


(a) The same idea is expressed here as in the words, 
Before Abraham was, I am, and in the words, For God 


all are alive. 


(6) Many texts have éE@repov external, that is, outside 


of life. 


The idea has been frequently expressed before. 


(c) xeAacws means not only punishment, but also cut- 


ting away, pruning. 


The son of man in his meaning, that is, when the son 
of man is exalted, when the life of the spirit is under- 
stood, the son of man will reward each man according to 


his works. 


lord of life, and he separates the men. 


in Chapter V. of John. 


The son of man, the spirit in man, is the 


The same is said 


The Father does not judge, does 


not separate any one, but gives every judgment and divi- 
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sion to the son. And the son divides all men, as the 
shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. To the first 
he says, Come and receive what has been intended for 
you since the beginning of the world, that is, receive the 
life, not the carnal life, but that of the spirit, which has 
no beginning, no end, and which you have retained in 
yourselves. 


THERE IS NO OTHER LIFE 


You will be mendicants and vagrants, you will be 
humbled. But he who loves father or mother, son or 
daughter, more than me, has not comprehended my 
teaching. He who is not prepared for all carnal suffer- 
ings has not understood me. He who acquires everything 
which is best for the carnal life will lose the true life. 
And he who loses the carnal life will receive the true 
life. 

In response to these words Peter said to him, That is 
true, and we have listened to you, and have given up all 
cares: and all property, and have become vagrants, and 
have followed thee. What will be our reward ? 

Jesus said to them, Thou knowest thyself what thou 
hast given up; and every man who gives up his family, 
sisters, brothers, father, mother, wife, children, and prop- 
erty, and follows my teaching of the true good, will he 
not receive a hundred times more even in this life, now, 
sisters, and brothers, and fields, and everything which he 
needs? and besides, in this life, he receives the life out- 
side of time. But thou art mistaken in supposing that 
thou wilt get a reward for what thou hast done. There 
are no rewards in the kingdom of God. The kingdom of 
God is the aim and the reward. In the kingdom of God 
all are equal, and there are no first, and no last. 

The kingdom of God is like this: A master went out 
in the morning to hire labourers for the garden. He 
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hired: them at a penny a day, and brought them to the 
garden, where he set them to work. 

And he went out again at noontime, and hired more 
labourers, and sent them to the garden to work. And he 
agreed with all of them to give them a penny. 

When the time for paying came, the master com- 
manded that all the labourers be paid an equal amount, 
first those who came last, and then those who came 
first. 

When the first saw that the last were getting a penny 
each, they thought that they would get more. But the 
first received but a penny each. And they murmured, 
and said, How is this?’ They have done but one plot, and 
we have done all four, and yet we are paid the same: this 
is not fair. 

And the master came up, and said, Why do you 
grumble? Have I not treated you right? I have paid 
to you as much as we agreed upon. Take what belongs to 
you, and go. If I want to pay the last as much as I 
have paid you, have I not the right to do so? Or are 
you envious, because you see that I am good ? 

In the kingdom of God there are no first and no last, — 
all are the same. He who does the will of God and gives 
up the carnal life has the life of the spirit. And those 
who fulfil it are in the will of God. Nobody else can 
bring man nearer to the will of God. The kingdom of 
God is taken by assault. 

One day, two of the disciples, James and John, came 
up to Jesus, saying, Teacher, promise us that thou wilt do 
for us what we shall ask thee. 

He said, What do you wish ? 

They said, We want to be as thou art. 

And Jesus said to them, You ask what is not in my 
power. You can live like me, and be regenerated in 
spirit like me, but it is not in my power to make you like 
myself. All men are variously born, and to each a dif- 
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ferent degree of the comprehension is given, but all may 
alike do the will of God and receive life. 

When the other disciples heard this, they grew angry 
at the two brothers, because they wanted to be like the 
teacher, and the eldest of the disciples. 

But Jesus called them up, and said, If you, brothers 
James and John, asked me to make you like myself, in 
order to be the leading disciples, you were in error; if 
you, the other disciples, are angry at them, because these 
two want to be of greater authority than you, you, too, 
are in error. Only in the world do they count by kings 
and rulers, who are of greater authority, to rule the 
nations; but among you there can be no greater and no 
smaller. In order that one of you may be greater than 
another, he must be a servant to all, for the teaching of 
the son of man consists even in this, that he does not 
live to be ministered to, but to minister to all, and that 
we should give up our life as a ransom for the life of the 
spirit. God the spirit seeks the salvation of him who 
perishes. God wishes the salvation of men, and rejoices 
at it, as rejoices the shepherd, when he has found his lost 
sheep. And when one has been lost, he leaves the ninety- 
nine, and goes to save the one which is lost. And if a 
woman loses a penny, she will sweep her whole house, 
until she finds it. God loves what perishes and calls it 
to himself. 

And he told them another parable, saying that those 
who lived in the will of God should not exalt themselves. 
He said, If thou art called to a dinner, do not seat thyself 
in the front corner, lest some one more honoured should 
come, and the host say to thee, Go away from there, and 
let him sit down who is better than thou; and then thou 
wilt be put to shame. Rather seat thyself in the lowest 
place, for then the host will find thee and call theé to the 
place of honour, and thou wilt be honoured. 

Even thus there is no place of pride in the kingdom of 
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God. He who exalts himself, by that very act abases 
himself, and he who humbles himself (considers himself 
unworthy), by that very act raises himself in the kingdom 
of God. 

A man had two sons. The younger one said, Father, 
give me my portion. And the father gave it to him. 

The younger son took his portion and went to a foreign 
country, where he squandered his possessions, and fell 
into misery. And he became a swineherd in that foreign 
land. And he suffered so much hunger that he ate the 
acorns with the swine. And one day he reflected on his 
life, and said to himself, Why did I leave my father’s 
house? my father has plenty of everything. At my 
father’s the labourers get their fill to eat, while I eat the 
same food as the swine. I will go to my father, fall down 
before his feet, and say, Father, I have sinned before 
thee ; I am not worthy of being thy son, so take me as a 
labourer. 

So he thought, and went to his father. And as he 
was coming near to the house, and his father saw him in 
the distance, he ran to meet his son, and embraced him, 
and began to kiss him. 

And the son said, Father, I have sinned before thee, I 
am not worthy of being thy son. 

But the father would not listen to him, and said to the 
servants, Go and bring at once the best raiment, and 
the best shoes, and dress him. And run and catch the 
fatted calf and kill it: we shall rejoice, because this son 
of mine was dead, and has been made alive. He was 
lost, and now he has been found. 

The elder brother was returning from the field, and as 
he came near the house he heard them singing at home. 
He called up a boy, and asked him, What merriment is 
this in our house ? 

And the boy said, Hast thou not heard? Thy brother 
has returned, and thy father is rejoicing, and has com- 
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manded that the fatted calf be killed, to make merry at 
the return of his son. 

The elder brother was angry, and did not go into the 
house. But the father came out to him, and called him. 

Father, I have worked for thee these many years, and 
have not disobeyed thee, but thou hast never killed a calf 
forme. My younger brother left the house and spent all 
his portion with drunkards, and thou hast ordered the 
fatted calf to be killed for him. 

And the father said, Thou art always with me, and 
everything I have is thine. How can I help rejoicing, 
since thy brother was dead, and has come to life; he was 
lost, and has been found. 

Even thus your Father in heaven does not want a 
single man, not even the least worthy, to be lost, but 
wants him to live. 

The life of men, who do not understand that they are 
not living in this world that they may eat and drink and 
make merry, but that they may all their life work for 
God, is like this: a master planted a garden, got it into 
good shape, and did everything that it might bring forth 
fruits. And he sent labourers into the garden, to work, 
to gather the fruits, and to pay him for the garden 
according to the agreement. 

This master is God, the garden is the world. The 
labourers are men. God created the world and sent men 
into it that they might give to God what is God’s, the 
comprehension of life, which he has placed in them. 
The time came, and the master sent his servant to col- 
lect the rent. God is in the souls of men, continually 
speaking to them of what they ought to do for him, and 
continually calling them. 

The labourers drove away the messenger of the master 
without anything, and continued to live, imagining that 
it was their own garden, and that they were settled in it 
for their own sakes. Men have driven away the admoni- 
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tion of the will of God, and continue to live, imagining 
that they are living for themselves, for the pleasures of 
the carnal life. 

Then the master sent more of his favourites, and his 
son, to remind the labourers of their duty. But the 
labourers entirely lost their reason and imagined that if 
they killed the master’s son, who reminded them of the 
fact that the garden was not theirs, they would be left in 
peace, and so they killed him. Men do not like to be 
reminded of the spirit which dwells within them and 
shows them that it is eternal, while they are not, and they 
have killed, as much as they could, the consciousness of 
the spirit, wrapped it in a handkerchief, and hid in the 
ground the talent which was given to them. 

What was the master to do? Only this, to drive the 
labourers away, and to send others in their place. What 
is God to do? To sow while there is any fruit. And 
this he does. Men have not comprehended that the con- 
sciousness of the spirit, which is in them, and which they 
are hiding, because it interferes with them, is the very 
comprehension which is the foundation of life. They re- 
ject the very stone by which everything is supported. 
And those who will not take the spirit as the foundation 
of life, do not enter into the kingdom of God and do not 
receive life. In order to receive life and the kingdom of 
God, a man must remember his situation, not wait for 
rewards, but feel himself under obligations. 

Then the disciples said to Jesus, Increase our faith. 
Tell us something which will make us believe more firmly 
in the life of the spirit so that we may not regret the life 
of the flesh. See how much we must give away, and it 
is necessary to give up everything for the life of the 
spirit. And thou sayest thyself that there is no reward. 

And to this Jesus replied, If your faith were as strong 
as is your faith that out of a birch seed there will grow 
up a large tree, you would believe that within you there 
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is the only germ of the life of the spirit, out of which 
grows the true life. Faith does not consist in believing 
in something miraculous, but in understanding our con- 
dition and that in which our salvation is. If thou under- 
standest thy condition, thou wilt not be waiting for 
rewards, but wilt work to retain what has been given 
thee. If thou comest from the field with thy labourer, 
thou wilt not seat him at the table, but wilt command 
him to put away the cattle and get thy supper ready, and 
only then wilt thou say to him, Hat and drink. Thou 
dost not thank the labourer for doing his duty. And 
the labourer is not offended, but works and waits for 
his due. 

Even thus do what is right, and think that you are 
worthless labourers, and have done only what was right, 
and wait for no reward. The care ought to be, not about 
receiving the reward, but about not being a guilty and 
bad labourer. We must not have a thought for this, that 
we believe that there will be a reward and that there will 
be life, — this cannot be otherwise; but we must have a 
thought for this, that we may not lose this life, and that 
we may not forget that it is given to us, that we may 
bring forth its fruits and do the will of God. We must 
not think of what we have accomplished, and that a 
reward is coming to us. 

Only then will you understand that there is a kingdom 
of God, of which I tell you, and that this kingdom of 
God is the only salvation from death, and will not appear 
in such a way as to be visible. Of the kingdom of God 
which saves from death we cannot say, Here it has come, 
or, It will come ; Here it is, or, There it is. It is within 
you, in your soul: and so, if the time ever comes that 
you wish to find salvation in life, you will be searching 
for it in some time, and you will not find it. And if 
they tell you, Salvation is here, salvation is there, do not 
seek this salvation anywhere but within you; for salva- 
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tion is like lightning, sudden, and for it there is no time, 
and there is no death, — it is within you. 

And as was salvation for Noah, and as it was for Lot, 
such it always is for the son of man. Life remains the 
same for all men: all eat, drink, marry, but when the flood 
comes, and the rain from heaven, when carnal death comes, 
some perish, and others are saved. When the kingdom 
of God within you shall come, each one of you will no 
longer think of the carnal; and do not look around, like 
Lot’s wife. It is impossible for you to plough, if you 
look back. Remember only the present. 

Then the disciples asked how they could tell that the 
day of salvation had come and that we had attained 
eternal life. 

And Jesus replied to them, Nobody can know when 
and where this is going to happen to man. It is impos- 
sible to show and prove it. The one thing which we can 
know is that, when this takes place in you, you will feel 
the true life. What will happen to you, is what happens 
to a tree in the spring: it was dead, and now you see 
the branches growing soft, and the buds filling up, and the 
leaves growing. It is this that you will feel in yourselves. 
You will feel in yourselves life which proceeds from you. 
When you feel this, you may know that the kingdom of 
God and the day of salvation are near. Consequently, 
have no thought for the carnal life. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, — everything else will come of itself. 

And he said that it was necessary to wish for this one 
thing only, and not to lose courage. 

And the disciples said, Teach us to pray. 

And he said, Your prayer shall be this only: Father, 
thy spirit be holy in us, thy will be in us. Let us feed 
on the carnal life for the life of the spirit. Do not im- 
portune us, asking for what we owe thee, as we will not 
importune those who are indebted to us. Have no 
accounting with us. 
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If a son asks his father for bread, his father will cer- 
tainly not give him a stone; nor will he give him a snake 
instead of a fish. If we, evil men, give to our children 
what is good, and not what is bad for them; how then 
will our Father, from whom we come, the Father of the 
spirit, refuse us that spirit, for which alone we ask him ? 
Not only no father, but no stranger can refuse another, 
when he is persistently asked to give him a thing. If 
thou goest at midnight to thy neighbour to ask him for 
bread, in order to entertain thy guest, thou knowest that, 
if not out of friendship, certainly out of shame, he will 
give thee what thou wantest, if thou askest him persist- 
ently. If thou wilt ask, thou wilt receive; if thou wilt 
knock, it will be opened to thee. Certainly you cannot 
expect God to give you of the spirit, which saves from 
death, if you do not seek, and ask him. 

And Jesus said, There was an evil judge, who feared 
neither God nor men. And a poor widow begged him, 
but he would not pass judgment. And the widow clung 
to the judge day and night, begging him all the time. 
And the judge said, What can I do? I will settle the 
case as the widow wants me to, or else she will give me 
no rest. 

Consider this, that, though the judge was unrighteous, 
he did it. How then will God refuse to do what they 
pray to him for day and night? If there is God, he will 
do it. If there is no God, and instead of God there is an 
unrighteous judge, there is still the son of man, who is 
seeking truth, and we cannot help but believe in him. 
Seek the kingdom of God and his truth at all times, 
in every place, and all else will come of itself. Do 
not trouble yourselves about the future, and try only 
to avoid the present evil. 

Be always ready, like servants waiting for the master, 
to open the door, the moment he comes. The servants 
do not know when he will return, whether early or late, 
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and must always be ready. And if they meet the master 
and have done his will, they fare well. The same is in 
life: always, at every minute of the present, we must 
live the life of the spirit, without thinking of the past 
and the future, and without saying to ourselves, I will do 
this or that at such and such atime. If the master knew 
when the thief would come, he would not sleep; even 
thus you must not sleep, because for the son of man there 
is no time: he lives only in the present, and does not 
know when the beginning and the end of his life are. 
Our life is like the life of a slave whom the master left 
as a watchman in his house. Happy is the slave who 
always does the will of his master. But if he says, My 
master will not come back immediately, and forgets his 
master’s business, the master will return unawares, and 
will drive him away. And so do not lose your courage, 
but always live in the spirit in the present. For life 
there is no time. 

Look after yourselves, lest you burden and bedim 
yourselves with too much eating and drinking and 
with cares, and lose the time of salvation. The time 
of salvation is thrown over you like a snare,—it is 
always here. And so always live the life of the son 
of man. 

The kingdom of heaven is like this: Ten maidens 
went out with their lamps to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were wise, and five foolish. The foolish 
girls took the lamps, but forgot the oil, while the wise 
maidens took both the lamps and a supply of oil. As 
they were waiting for the bridegroom, they fell asleep. 

When the bridegroom came near; the foolish maidens 
saw that they did not have enough oil; they begged the 
wise girls for some and went to buy it; while they were 
gone, the bridegroom came, and the wise maidens, who 
had oil, went in with him, and the doors were closed. 
The only reason the maidens had to go out was to meet 
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the bridegroom with their lamps, and they had forgotten 
that what was important was that the lamps should burn 
at the proper time. But that they should burn then, it 
was necessary for them to have burned all the time. Life 
is given only for the purpose of exalting the son of man, 
and the son of man is always; he is not in time, and so 
we must serve him outside of time, in the present only. 
And so make an effort, do works, that you may enter 
into the life of the spirit; if you make no effort, you will 
not enter into it. 

You will say, We have said this and that, but you will 
not do good deeds, and so there will not be the whole 
life: for the son of man in his power will give to each 
what he has done. 

Men are all divided according to their manner of 
serving the son of man. By their works they are divided 
into two classes, as a flock of sheep is separated from the 
goats. Some will live, and others will die. Those who 
have served the son of man will receive what belonged to 
them from the beginning of the world,— the life which 
they have preserved. But they have preserved their life 
by serving the son of man: they have fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, received the stranger, visited the 
prisoner. Some have lived the life of the son of man, 
feeling that he is one in all men, and so loved him. He 
is one in all. But those who have not lived the life of 
the son of man did not serve him and did not understand 
that he is one in all, and so they have not united with 
him, and have lost the life in him, and perished. 


CHAPTER IX. 
THE OFFENCES 


THE life of the spirit is given to man. This life is 
expressed in the life of the flesh. If a man will live the 
carnal life alone, he will perish, like all flesh. 

His only salvation lies in living by the spirit. If a 
man has come to recognize the spirit in himself, he lives 
by it, and thus saves himself from death. Every man 
knows it, but the carnal life tempts him and leads him 


away from the life of the spirit. 
In what do the offences of the flesh consist, and how 
are they to be avoided ? 
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Mark x. 13. And they 
brought yOnne children 
to him, that he should 
touche them; and his 
disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. 


14. But when Jesus 
saw it, he was much 
displeased, and _ said 
unto them, Suffer the 
little children to come 
unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of such 
is the kingdom of God. 


15. Verily I say unto 
you, Whosoever shall 
not receive? the king- 
dom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter 
therein. 


13. And they brought 
children to Jesus, that 
they might walk up to 
him; but his disciples 
did not admit those who 
brought them, 


14. When Jesus saw 
it, he was grieved, and 
he said to them, Let the 
children come to me, 
and do not hinder them; 
for such as they are are 
in the kingdom of God. 


15. You know your- 
selves that if the king- 
dom of God is not 
understood as a child 
understands it, you will 
not enter into it. 


(a) &mrtouat means to hook, and only in a transferred 
sense to touch, come near. 
(0) Séyopas to wnderstand : 


137. 
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1 Cor. ii. 14. But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 


This passage is repeated in all the synoptics. The 
meaning of this place is completely lost. 

This is what Reuss says about it (Vol. I, pp. 523 and 
524): 


L’imposition des mains implique l’idée et le fait d’une béné- 
diction que Matthieu et Mare seuls mentionnent explicitement. 
On sait par Ancien Testament quel prix les Israélites atta- 
chaient 4 la bénédiction d’un pére, d’un prophete ou d’un autre 
personnage vénérable par son Age ou son caractére. L’opinion 
populaire, telle qu’elle s’était formée sur le compte de Jésus, 
devait done voir, dans Vimposition de ses mains, un gage de 
bonheur. Les disciples ne voyaient la qu’une importune curi- 
osité et voulaient débarrasser leur maitre de la foule qui l’obsé- 
dait. Jésus leur dit de laisser faire les parents, a la foi desquels il 
veut donner la satisfaction qu’ils recherchaient. Mais il veut 
en méme temps donner une legon aux siens et prononce a cette 
occasion un mot que nous avons déja rencontré plus haut 
(Matth. xviii. 3, sect. 55), sous une forme tant soit peu diffé- 
rente. Jésus déclare aimer les enfants, s’intéresser a eux, parce 
qwils ont une qualité que doivent avoir tous ceux qui veulent 
entrer au royaume de Dieu. Quelle est cette qualité? Comment 
Vhomme adulte peut-il étre semblable a enfant, quand il s’agit 
pour lui d’avoir part a ce royaume? Si la réponse de Jésus se 
bornait ala phrase commune aux trois évangélistes, nous pour- 
rions nous contenter de rappeler l’explication donnée précédem- 
ment. Mais Marc et Luc en ajoutent une autre, qui dit qu’il 
faut recevoir le royaume comme le recevrait un enfant; c’est la 
une pensée nouvelle. Les enfants sont opposés ici aux hommes 
a qui Jésus avait affaire ordinairement quand il était question 
du royaume; & ceux qui, en leur qualité de Juifs, ou de justes, 
ou d’observateurs rigoureux de la loi, réclamaient leur part au 
royaume comme un droit acquis, comme une récompense qui 
leur était due. L’enfant ne se met pas 4 ce point de vue; il peut 
désirer vivement, mais il ne calcule pas, il ne pése pas ses titres, 
il accepte avec bonheur et reconnaissance ce que ses parents lui 
offrent. 

Ce mot de Jésus: Laissez venir & moi les enfants! est cité & 
tort par ceux qui essaient d’établir le baptéme des enfants sur des 
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textes du Nouveau Testament. On peut s’en servir 4 cet effet, 
a condition qu’on se fasse du baptéme lui-méme une autre idée 
que Jean-Baptiste, Jésus et les apdtres, qui demandaient d’abord 
la foi consciente et réfléchie. 


This is what the church says (pp. 349 and 350): 


To touch them: It was a Jewish custom to lay the hands on 
one’s head in invoking a special blessing of God upon a person. 
The Jews ascribed great importance to the prayers of godly 
people, since they knew the efficacy of such prayers from exam- 
ples of their history, and were convinced that those who received 
a blessing from the saints, or had prayers said in their names, 
would be fortunate. 

His disciples rebuked those: Out of respect for Jesus Christ, 
perhaps supposing that, being occupied with other important 
affairs and elevated discourses, he would be troubled by the 
children; perhaps they did not wish to tax his strength. 

For of such is the kingdom of heaven: Of such and of similar 
persons as regards their moral qualities: on account of inno- 
cence, simplicity, sincerity, and so forth. 

Put his hands upon them: That is, blessed them and prayed 
for them. 


But this passage must be important, since it is twice 
repeated in this division and in Matt. xvii., Mark ix, 
and Luke ix., and always to the same purpose. I place 
this passage before Chapter XVIII, because it expresses 
this idea in a general way. In Matt. xviii, this idea is 
already being elucidated. For the church people the 
whole meaning of this passage is concentrated on this, 
that Jesus blesses the children by putting on his hands, 
and they proceed to explain why he puts on his hands; but 
they see nothing beyond this. And yet the putting on 
of the hands is of no interest: it is only the cause why 
Jesus expressed his instructive words. The putting on 
of the hands occupies the same place as in other places 
the words, At that time, After that, and so forth. What 
is important is what he expressed on this occasion. And 
what he did express is this: in the first place, he was 
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grieved to see the disciples consider any being unworthy 
and incapable of uniting with him. In the second place, 
on this occasion he told the people that they must not 
keep the children from uniting with him. In the third 
place, he said, that was the more bad, since the children, 
as long as they were not spoiled men, naturally were 
in that kingdom of God which he was preaching, and so 
they ought not to be separated from him, but, on the 
contrary, men ought to learn from them how to under- 
stand the kingdom of God. All these ideas are explained 
in Matt. xvii. 


Matt. xviii. 2. And 2. And Jesus called a 
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Jesus called a little child 
unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them. 


3. And said, Verily 
I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted, and 
become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of 
heaven. 


5. And whoso shall 
receive one such little 
child in my name receiv- 
eth me. 


Mark iz. 37. And who- 
soever shall receive me, 
receiveth not me, but 
him that sent me. 


little boy, and placed 
him among his disci- 
ples. 


3. And said, Truly I 
tell you, If you do not 
turn back, and become 
as little children, you 
will not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 


5. And whoever under- 
stands one such child, 
as he understands me, 
understands my teach- 
ing. 

37. And he who under- 
stands me understands 
him who has sent me. 


To enter into the kingdom of God one must be as 


a child. 


If you do not return to your childhood and 


will not be like children you cannot be in the will of 


God. 


Before this it said, Be vagrants, mendicants, like chil- 


dren, not because you did not know how to obtain a 
country, possessions, a family, but like children who do 
not know anything about country, or courts, or property, 
or adultery, or oaths, — be like children. These words, 
like those about the adulterous woman, have had much 
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luck, and an endless number of discussions, sentimental 
phrases, and pictures have been produced on this theme, 
but the meaning of these much-repeated words remain 
not only misty but even incomprehensible. 

These words are anything but sentimental or misty 
phrases; they are very definite and clear, stern words; 
just as significant, stern, and clear, as the words about 
this, that if you are not like vagrants, mendicants, you 
will not enter into the kingdom of God. Either state- 
ment is repeated just as often, and again it says here, 
If you are not vagrants, like children, you will not enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

What, then, does it mean to be like children ? 

Jesus, who has been admonishing us to have the com- 
prehension, could certainly not have said, Be as foolish 
as the children. To be as weak as the children would 
be of no use. To be as good as the children would be 
an untruth, for children are frequently very bad. To 
be prepared for everything, to love God and our neigh- 
bours,—that the children cannot be, for children are 
very egoistical beings. So in what way are we to be 
like children? Those who have concealed the five com- 
mandments of the sermon on the mount will never guess 
it. Only those who comprehend these commandments 
will find the answer very simple and clear. 

In the five rules it said: 

(1) Be not angry, and forgive offences; act in such a 
way that no one will have resentment against thee: chil- 
dren always do this, — no one is angry at children. 

(2) Commit no adultery: children do not commit 
adultery. 

(3) Do not swear: children do not understand what 
an oath is. 

(4) Do not go to court: children are afraid of a court. 

(5) Have no enemies of state: they do not understand 
this. 
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So this is what is meant by being like children: not 
to have faith in those human institutions which have 
created evil,— enmity, adultery, promises, courts, vio- 
lence, and wars. In Matthew, Chapter XVIII; Verse 6, 
after pointing out how to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, we read, Woe to those who will tempt, cheat, 
lead into evil these innocent ones. Only when we under- 
stand this shall we understand the meaning of the words, 
He who will understand what a child is, according to my 
teaching, will understand my teaching and the will of 
the Father. We must understand that a child is God’s 
soul, a child of God, who knows only the Father, and 
does not know the errors of the flesh; that the whole 
teaching of Jesus consists in not doing evil, and a child 
does not yet do evil. 


Matt. xviii. 10. Take 
heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; 


10. Take heed that you 
do not despise one child, 
for I tell you, their souls 


10. ‘Opare wh Kxara- 
ppovnonre évds TOV m- 


Kp@v Tovtwy: héyw yap 
buiv, bru of Ayyedor av- 
Ta&v év ovpavots dia Tapy- 
Tos BAérover Td mpbcw- 


for I say unto you, That 
in heaven their angels 
do always behold the 
face of my Father which 
is in heaven. 


always see God their 
Father. 


Tov To marpbs pov TOD 
év ovpavots. 


(a) dyyerou I translate by sowls. 


In many texts the 
words €v ovpavois are wanting. 


This verse, which is transferred farther down, obviously 
refers to the determination of the relation of the children 
to the kingdom of God. First it says that one must 
become like a child, in order to be in the kingdom of 
God. One must humble himself and understand life, as 
children understand it. And he says, Consequently we 
must not despise the children, but learn from them. 
Children are those who are not spoiled by evil: they 
are souls who always live according to the will of the 
Father. 
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14. Otrws otk tor. Matt. xviii. 14, Even 14. Thus not one 


yi - so it is not the will of child perishes by the will 
déAnua Eum poo Gey TOV your Father which is in of God your Father. 
TaTpos vuav Tod év ov- heaven, that one of 


pavots, iva dmré\nrac eis these little ones should 
TOV MiKp@v TovTwV. perish. 


This verse, which is again detached from the discourse 
by the interpolation of the parable of the lost sheep, con- 
tinues the same discussion. He says, All the children 
are in the will of God, and, while they have not yet their 
own will, are always in the kingdom of God. Their souls 
are inseparable from the Father, so that their disunion 
with the Father takes place not by the will of God, but 
by the will of men. 


6. “Os & av cravda- Matt. ace 6. But 6. And he who will 
7 a , whoso shall offend¢ one allure away even one of 
Moy Eva 7 dv uukpdv ToU- of ‘these little ones these children who be- 
Twy Tav TicTevdyTwy els which believe in me,? it lieve in me, does this 
éue, cuudéper ait@ iva were better for hime for him, that a mill- 
nia NOSE CTTONS that a millstone were stone may be hanged 
EREMAC CUS wk’ hanged about his neck, around his neck, and he 
érl rov Tpdxndov airov, and that he were be drowned in the sea. 
kal karatovTiO7 év Tw Growned in the depth 


medaye THS Oaddoons. of the sea. 


(a) The word cravédadifm occurs several times, but 
here it occurs for the first time in its exact, definite, and 
particular meaning. The noun cxdvdadov means a snare: 
in the language of the gospels cxavdadnOpor is used in- 
stead; and then we have the active and passive of oxavda- 
rim. The verb means to deceive, to allure. 

The peculiarity of this Greek verb lies in the use of 
the prepositions and cases which are used with it. It is 
used in the passive simply and with év, and has the mean- 
ing of being deceived by truth. Such meaning we find in 

Matt. xiii. 21. yevoudvns dé OriMpews 7) Siwypod Sia Tov 
Adyov, evOds cxavdanrtCerat. 

Matt. xxiv. 10. «al téTe cxavdadicOnoovTa TroddXob. 

Mark iv. 17. ev@éws cxavdarifovra. 

Mark xiv. 29. cal ef wavres cxavdadic Onoovrat. 

In the passive with the addition of év: 
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Matt. xi. 6. ds edv pr) caxvdaricbn év uot. 

Matt. xiii. 57. «al éoxavdarifovto év avT@. 

Matt. xxvi. 31. wdvtes tues cxavdaricOnoec Oe év éuol. 

Matt. xxvi. 33. ef «al mavtes cxavdaricOnoovTa év 
ool. 

Mark vi. 3. kal éoxavdarifovto év avT@. 

Mark xiv. 27. 67v waves oxavdartc Onoec Ge év éuol. 

Ev éuo/, that is, in my teaching, which is the truth. 

This meaning of the verb in the passive also defines its 
meaning in the active. Its meaning is not merely to 
decewwe, ‘but to allure awa y from truth. 

Having said that the children, since they do no wrong 
are in the will of God, in the truth, Jesus says, Woe to 
him who will allure them away from truth, or from me. 

(6) Who believe in me. The children, the little children, 
who understand nothing and who did not come near to 
Jesus, believe in Jesus and in his teaching: what does 
this mean? And this is said alike in Matthew and in 
Mark. The children believe in Jesus. It is impossible 
for them to believe that he is the second person of the 
Trinity. The one thing they believe in is that life is 
good. And nothing but this is the teaching of Jesus. 
He who is not offended believes in Jesus. 

The short sixth verse of Matthew xviii, And he who 
will allure away from the truth one of such children, and 
Mark ix. 42 are a solution of the whole Gospel. We 
must reject this passage, or understand the whole Gospel 
in this way, that Jesus did not teach any other doctrine 
but the belief in life. 

(c) It is positively impossible to understand on what 
ground cup pepel avT@ is translated by it would be better 
for him, meaning him who will offend. 

It is only the awkward phrase in Luke xviii. 2 which 
could give any cause for it. 

Hire 5€ rpos tovs waOnras, Avévdextdv éote wr) édXOeiv 
Ta oxdvdara: oval dé Sv ob epyerar. AvowTerne? adT@ ef 
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BUX dviKdS TepixertaL Trepl Tov TpdyYndov adTOd, Kal eppr- 
ma es THY Bddaccar, i) va cxavdarion eva TOY piKpaOv 
TOUTOV. 

It is quite evident that this is an interpolation in Luke: 
it speaks of the children out of season and out of reason. 
But in Matthew and in Mark the idea is expressed in the 
same way. In Mark xaddv dot avt@ maddov rt would 
be better for him; in Matthew cupdépea ava, that is, he 
helpshim. Xvudépw means to help, codperate. 

But why does him mean the one who offends, and not 
the child? The offended child, deprived of life, is like a 
man with a millstone, cast into the sea. The millstone 
is the offence. But that he who offends should be like 
a man cast into the sea, is not only incomprehensible, but 
crude and foolish. The translation of this passage by 
the church is one of many examples not only of an ill- 
intentioned translation, but also of unusual recklessness 


and frivolity. 


7. Oval 7@ xkbouw 
amd THY cKavdddwr 
avayKn yap éoruv édOety 
Ta cKdvdara: TAY oval 
TE avOpdrw éxelvw, de 
00 TO okadvdanop EpxeTat. 

8. Ei 6¢ 4 xelp cov } 
6 movs cov oKxavdanlfee 
ce, &xxowov atra kal 
Bade dard ood: Kaddv cor 
éorly eloedOecy eis THY 
fwhv xwrdv } Kvddov, 7 
dvo xelpas # Svo 1dbdas 
éxovra BAnOAvar els TO 
mip TO aiwvor. 

9. Kal ef 6 dd0aduds 
cov oxavbanlia ce, déehe 
atrov Kat Bade dird cod: 
Kandy cou éoTl uwovdpban- 
pov els rhv Swhv elcend- 
Oetv, 4 Sto bp0aduods 
éxovTa BrAnOjvac els Thy 
yéevvav Tov trupbs. 


Matt. xviii. 7. Woe 
unto the world because 
of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences 
come; but woe to that 
man by whom the of- 
fence cometh! 


8. Wherefore if thy 
hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and 
cast them from thee: it 
is better for thee to en- 
ter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than 
having two hands or 
two feet to be cast into 
everlasting fire. 


9. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it 
out, and cast it from 
thee: it is better for 
thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes to 
be cast into hell fire. 


7. The worid of men is 
unhappy because of the 
offences, for it is impos- 
sible for the offences 
not to exist; but un- 
happy is the man who 
becomes a deceiver. 


8. If thy hand or thy 
foot leads thee into de- 
ception, cut them off, 
and cast them from 
thee; for it is good to 
live even armless or 
lame, but not to perish 
with two hands and two 
feet. 


9. And if thy eye leads 
thee into deception, tear 
it out, and cast it from 
thee. It is good to live 
with one eye, and not to 
perish with two eyes. 
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It says that the children are born believing in the 
teaching of Christ ; that they are in the kingdom of God ; 
and that they perish only because grown people entice 
them away from the kingdom of God and offend them. 

These offences are and will be, but we must be afraid 
of them, for they cause the ruin of the children and those 
who themselves are an offence for others. An offence is 
what allures away from what is good and true; it is the 
evil and the lie which seem good and true; it is that 
allurement into the snare, which to the bird and beast 
seems good until the deceived creature is caught in the 
snare. Such snares and deceptions form the misfortune 
of the world. Men are good, but these deceptions cause 
their ruin. They are in the world and cannot help being 
in it, as there cannot help being darkness, if there is light, 
as there cannot help being error, if there is truth. But 
they must be known, for in them is the chief misfortune 
of men. Beware both that you are not caught in them 
and that, if you are caught, you do not become par- 
ticipants in them. There are offences against the five 
rules of the sermon on the mount. 

The offence of anger, — which leads a man to commit 
murder and offer insult. 

The offence of adultery, — which leads a man to bodily 
impurity and dissension with his neighbours. 

The offence of the oath, — which draws a man to com- 
mitting acts contrary to the will of God, under the 
pretext of a promise. 

‘The offence of violence, — which provokes a man to 
recompense an evil with the same evil which he has 
suffered from another. 

The offence of distinction between one’s own nation 
and a foreign one, and of the recognition of the necessity 
of defending one’s own and hurting the stranger’s. 

Against these rules snares are placed over the whole 
world, and against them Jesus Christ now warns. They 
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are the offences against what is accepted and regarded by 
everybody as good and important, against what is high 
before men, but an abomination before God. He does 
not call them evil; he calls them snares, through which 
evil comes into the world, and which men must fear. It 
is not necessary to destroy them: they are neither im- 
portant, nor evil, nor good; but we must not take part in 
them. 


Luke xvii. 
heed to yourselves: If 
thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke 
him; and if he repent, 
forgive him. 


3. Take 3. Beware; if thy 
brother offends thee, 
rebuke him; and if he 
changes his conduct, 
forgive him. 


8. ’Eav 8 dudprn els 
oe 6 ddedpéds cov, éruri- 
noo abr@: kal édy pe- 
Tavonon, apes avTo. 


This passage is given in Luke immediately after the 
words which speak. of the necessity of having offences, 
but woe to him through whom they enter into the world. 
In Matthew this passage about forgiving a brother sim- 
ilarly follows after the words about the offences; but 
Peter’s question (Verse 21 of Matthew) is transferred to 
the end. For clearness’ sake, I put this verse in the 
beginning, and connect it with Verse 3 of Luke, with 
which it is connected by its meaning. 


Matt. xviii. 21. Then 21, Then Peter came 


21. Tére mpocedOay 
air@ 6 Ilérpos etre, Kv- 
pie, mocdkis apyapTnoe 
els éue 6 ddedpds pou, 
kal adpjow atr@; ews 
ETTAKIS ; 

22. Aéye air @ 6 ’In- 
gots, Ov, Aéyw col, Ews 
érrdxis, GAN ews éBdo- 
penkovrdkis érrd. 


came Peter to him, and 
said, Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? 
till seven times? 


22. Jesus saith unto 
him, I say not unto thee, 
Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times 
seven. 


up to him, and said, No 
matter how much a 
brother offends me, I 
will forgive him seven 
times. 


22. And Jesus said to 
him, I do not speak of 
forgiving seven times, 
but seventy times seven. 


Peter offends by a discussion about revenge being a 
counteraction to evil. He says, I can see how we may 
forgive once; but he will be certain to offend again, even 


because I have forgiven him. 


If it comes to forgiving, 
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one will have to do so continually, and people will con- 


tinually offend thee. 


And Jesus cautions him against 


this deception and insincerity by saying, We must not 
forgive once only, but as many times as one offers an 
insult, without considering whether this will encourage 
the offender, or not. 


23. Ard roiro wpow- 
6n 7) Bacirela TSv ovpa- 
vv avOpmrw Bactrel, ds 
HnOé\(nNcTe ouvdpar Nébyov 
pera TOV SovrAwWY avTod. 

24. "Aptapuévov be 
avroU ouvalpey, po- 
onvéxOn atr@ els dpe- 
Aérns puplwy TaddvTwr. 


25. Mh exovros dé 
avrod dmodotvar, éxé- 
evoev attdoy 6 KUpLos 
avrov mpabjva, Kal THY 
yuvalka avTot Kal Ta 
téxva, kal mavra boa 
elxe, Kal dmrodobfva.. 

26. Ileray ody 6 dod- 
os mpocektver avT@, 
Aéywr, Kvpre, paxpodv- 
unoov én éyol, kal 
TAYTAa TOL aTOdwWoW. 

27. Zrrayxviobels 5é 
6 KUpios TOU Sovdov éxel- 
vou dméducev avTov, Kal 
7d Sdveov adjkev atT@. 

28. "EéekOdy 52 6 
Sotdos éxetvos edpev eva 
T&Y cuvdoth\wy avrod, 
ds Sherev abr@ éxardv 
Onvapia: Kat Kparhoas 
atrov é@mrwye, Réywr, 
*Amédos por 8 Te ddel- 
des. 

29. Tlecdy ob 6 ctv- 


dovros avrov els rods 
mbdas atrod mapexdde 
abrov, éywv, Makpo- 


Oiunoov ér éuol, Kat 
wdvTa arodwow cot, 


Matt. xviii. 23. There- 
fore is the kingdom of 
heaven likene unto 
a certain king, which 
would take account of 
his servants. 


24. And when he had 
begun to reckon, one 
was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten 
thousand talents. 


25. But forasmuch as 
he had not to pay, his 
lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife, 
and children, and all 
that he had, and pay- 
ment to be made. 


26. The servant there- 
fore te down, and wor- 
shippe him, saying 
ete have ’ pacientes 
with me, and I will pay 
thee all. 


27. Then the lord of 
that servant was moved 
with compassion, and 
loosed him, and forgave 
him the debt. 


28. But the same ser- 
vant went out, and 
found one of his fellow 
servants, which owed 
him a hundred pence: 
and he laid hands on 
him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay 
me that thou owest. 


29. And his fellow ser- 
vant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, 
saying, Have patience 
with me, and I will pay 
thee all. 


23. Therefore the king- 
dom of God is like this: 
A rich man wanted to 
settle his affairs with 
his clerks. 


24. And when he had 
begun to make the ac- 
count, they brought to 
him a clerk who owed 
him ten thousand dol- 
lars. 

25. But he could not 
pay it, and so the mas- 
ter ordered his wife, his 
children, and everything 
he had to be sold, for the 
sake of the payment. 


26. And the clerk fell 
down before the master, 
and began to bow to 
him, saying, Master, 
have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. 


27. Then the master 
took pity upon the ser- 
vant, and freed him and 
forgave him his debt. 


28. And the clerk went 
out, and found one of 
his servants, who owed 
him one hundred cents. 
And calling him up, he 
began to choke him, say- 
ing, Pay me what thou 
owest me. 


29. And that servant 
fell down at his feet, 
and besought him, say- 
ing, Have pity on me, 
and I will pay thee all, 
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80. ‘O 5é ovk HOedev, 
GG dredOav eBarev 
atrov eis dudakyy, Ews 
od drodw Td dpehouevor. 

81. 7Iddvres dé ob 
abvdovXot avTod Ta yevd- 
peva, éX\uTHOnoav oPpb- 
Opa kal éObvres dtecd- 
dnoav T@ Kuply adtav 
wavra TH yevoueva. 

82. Tédre mpookade- 
oduevos airov 6 KUp.os 
avrod Néyer ait@, Aodre 
Tovnpe, Tacayv THy dpel- 
Ajnv éxelynv apjKad cot, 
érel mapexddeods Me. 

83. Ovx« eer kal oe 


édefjoae Tov atydovddv 
gov, ws Kal éyw ge 
MENTS ; 


84. Kat dpyibels 6 
KUpios -avrod mapédwKev 
avroy Tots Bacavorais, 
ws of dm0d@ mav Td 
dperdouevoy atT@. 

35. Otrw kal 6 marnp 
pou 6 éroupdvios Toijoet 
duly, av uh adjre Exa- 
oTos T@ ddEAPH avTod 
dmrd T&y Kapdiev budy 
Ta TapaTT@yara av- 
Tay. 


30. And he would not: 
but went and cast him 
into prison, tillhe should 
pay the debt. 


31. So when his fellow 
servants saw what was 
done, they were very 
sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that 
was done. 


32. Then his lord, after 
that he had called him, 
said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I for- 
gave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst 
me: 


33. Shouldest not thou 
also have had compas- 
sion on thy fellow serv- 
ant, even as I had pity 
on thee? 


34. And his lord was 
wroth, and delivered 
him to the tormentors, 
till he should pay all 
that was due unto him. 


35. So likewise shall 
my heavenly Father do 
also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother 
their trespasses. 
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30. But the clerk would 
not listen: he went and 
took him to the prison, 
till he should pay his 
debt. 


31. And the other serv- 
ants saw what was 
done, and they were 
much grieved, and went 
and told their master 
everything which had 
happened. 


32. Then the master 
called up the clerk, and 
said to him, Thou wicked 
slave, I forgave thee the 
whole debt, because 
thou didst ask me, 


33. And thou oughtest 
to have forgiven thy 
servant, as I had pity 
on thee. 


34. And the master 
was angry, and turned 
him over to the tor- 
mentors, till he should 
pay everything which he 
owed him. 


35. Even thus my heav- 
enly Father will do to 
you, if every one of you 
will not in his heart for- 
give his brother his 
trespasses. 


The idea that any man may be guilty toward us is 


a deception. 


If we consider others guilty toward us, we 


do so only because we forget our own offences, because 
we forget everything we ought to have done; and so it 
is not at all remarkable that we should forgive seventy 
times seven; on the contrary, it is remarkable that we 
should think it possible for any one to be guilty toward 


us. 
truth. 


Anybody’s guilt is a deception, a deviation from 
In order that we may not fall into this deception, 


we must carry out the first rule of the sermon on the 
mount: not to be angry at our brother, and live in peace 


with all. 
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15. ’Edy 5¢ duaprioy 
els oé 6 ddeApdbs gov, 
imaye kal €XNeyEov adrov 
perakd god Kal avrot 
povov. édv gov akovon, 
éxépdnoas rov ddehpdv 
gov: 

16. Eady dé uh dxoton, 
mapddaBe wera cod ere 
éva } dvo, tva émt or6- 
paros d0o papripwv 7 
Tpiov oTaby way phua. 

17.’ Edv 5é rapaxovon 
abr ay, ele rn éxxrAnola: 
éav 6é kal THs éxxAnolas 
mapakovon, eoTw oe 
orep 6 €0uKds kal 6 
TEAWYNS. 

18. "Aunhy réyw Sptv, 
“Oca édv Shonre ert 
THs vis, éorar Sedeuéva 
év T@ ovdparp: Kal boca 
éav AUonTe ert THs Y7s, 
éorat eduudva ev TY 
ovpave. 


(a) éxxrnola I translate by a word 


to the Greek. 


Matt. cviti. 15. More- 
over if thy brother shall 
trespass oy eit thee, go 
and tell him his fault 
between thee and him 
alone: if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. 


16. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more 
that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses 
every word may be es- 
tablished. 

17. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church :4 
but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be 
unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican. 


18. Verily I say unto 
you, Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven. 
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15. If thy brother of- 
fends thee, go and tell 
him his fault face to 
face. If he shall hear 
thee, thou art the gainer, 
for thou hast found a 
brother, 


16. But if he shall not 
hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, 
that the two or three 
may persuade him. 


17. And if he shall not 
hear them either, tell it 
to the assembly; and if 
he does not hear the 
assembly, let him be to 
thee as a stranger or a8 
a tax-collector. 


18. Verily I tell you, 
Whatever you will bind 
on earth, will be bound 
with God, and whatever 
you will loose on earth, 
will be loosed with God. 


which corresponds 


This is what the church says about it (pp. 333, 297— 


299): 


Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, etc.: What before was 


promised to Peter is now promised to all the apostles. 


The 


Lord employs absolutely the same expressions in either case, to 
show his disciples that they all receive the same power; that 
Peter is not granted the exclusive, or even preponderant, right to 
rule the church; that everything legally established by all of 
them and their successors in matters of church government will 
be confirmed by the divine determination in heaven, in accord- 
ance with the spirit of truth inherent in the church and its 
representatives. 

See to what misery he subjects the stubborn: both to present 
punishment and future torments. And he threatens these things, 
not that all this may happen, but that he who is menaced, that 
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is, menaced to be cut off from the church and to be bound in 
heaven, shall become meeker and, knowing this, may give up his 
anger, if not in the beginning, at least after many condemna- 
tions, Thus the Lord established the first, the second, and the 
third judgment, and did not suddenly reject the trespasser, — in 
order that, if he does not hear the first court, he may submit to 
the second; and if he contemn this one also, he may be fright- 
ened by the third; and if he disrespect this one too, he may be 
terrified at the future punishment, determination, and judgment 
of God. 

If in the words, Whatsoever ye shall bind, etc., there is con- 
tained the power to forbid the communion with the unrepenting 
and to cut him off from the church, then in the words, Whatso- 
ever ye shall loose, etc., there is contained the power to forgive the 
sinner and again receive him into the communion with the 
church, if he repent. 

The keys of the heavenly kingdom: The conception of the king- 
dom of heaven here corresponds to the concept of the church, 
and, as the church is represented under the form of a structure 
which, naturally, has an entrance and an exit, which are opened 
and locked by means of keys, the keys here metaphorically rep- 
resent the instrument of admission or non-admission into the 
structure of the church or the society of believers. The posses- 
sion of the keys of the building presupposes free admission into 
the building and even management of it. 

Therefore the handing of the keys is the granting of the right 
to enter into the building, manage it, and admit or exclude 
others. Consequently the expression, I shall give unto thee the 
keys of the heavenly kingdom, signifies the same as the subse- 
quent utterance, Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven. 

TI shall give unto thee: With these words no exclusive right is 
given to Peter alone, as the Roman Catholics think, but the 
same privilege is later given to all the apostles; here it is given 
to Peter only because he was the first to confess Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. Is it possible that only Peter, and not Paul, 
received these keys? that Peter received them, and not John 
and James, and the other apostles? Are not these keys in 
the church, where sins are remitted daily? These keys and 
the right to bind and loose were not given to one man, but to the 
one universal church. That it was not given to one individual 
exclusively can be seen from another place, where the Lord says 
the same to all the apostles. 

Thus the church binds, the church looses: Thus binds and 
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looses the church, which is based on the corner-stone, on Jesus 
Christ himself. 

Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, etc.: To bind and loose is 
frequently used by the Jews in the sense of prohibiting and per- 
mitting. Thus, for example, speaking of the gathering of wood 
for the Sabbath, they expressed themselves in this manner: the 
school of Shamai binds this, that is, forbids it; the school of 
Hillel looses it, that is, permits it. Apostle Peter and, later on, 
all the apostles are by these words given the right to determine 
the trespasses which permit or do not permit one to remain 
in the church or the society of believers, and they are told that 
what they will not permit in the church or the society of believ- 
ers will also be prohibited by God. Such a power is granted to 
them, because after Christ the apostles and their successors 
remain upon earth as the visible legislative power in the church, 
as the representatives of the church government by Jesus Christ 
himself. 


It is hard to imagine a more ridiculous misconception 
than this one. Jesus says to Peter, I will give thee the 
key to the kingdom of heaven, just as we should say at 
the present time, I will give thee the key for it, so that 
you may understand it: and immediately he goes on to 
say what this key consists in: in loosing all the enmities 
here on earth, — precisely what has been said many times 
before, in the parable of the two debtors, in the parable of 
him who goes to the judgment with his adversary, — and 
what the Gospel is full of: to forgive all, to have no 
enemies, as is said here in Chapter XVIII. This chapter 
begins with telling how we are to settle with our enemies 
in the case of hostilities and insults, and finishes with the 
rule that we ought to forgive, not seven times, but seventy 
times seven. This is the key. And suddenly it turns 
out that Jesus by these words commands the popes to 
confess people and gather in eggs for it. It would be 
ridiculous, if it were not terrible. 

And, as usual, the blasphemous, stupid misinterpreta- 
tion of this passage has taken firm root, though it occurs 
only in the Gospel of Matthew, in spite of the palpable 
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error, and contrary to sense and to the exigencies of the 
language. This passage follows, both in Matthew and 


in Luke, immediately after the admonition not to take 
part in the offences: it is an explanation of how offences 


are to be avoided. 


19. Idd Aédyw vytv, 
bri édv B00 budy cuUgdw- 
viowoww énl THs yas 
mepl mavTos mpdayuaros 
ob} édyv alrjowvra, ye- 
VHoETAL AVTOLS Tapa TOU 
matpbs jou Tod éy ov- 
pavots. 

20. O08 ydp elax Svo F 
Tpets ourvnypmévor els Td 
éudv bvoua, éxet elur év 
péow avr av. 


Matt. xviii. 19. Again 
I say unto you, That if 
two of you shall agree 
on earth as touchin 
any thing that they shall 
ask,@ it shall be done for 
them of my Father 
which ig in heaven. 


20. For where two or 
three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, 
there am I in the midst 
of them. 


19. Again you know 
that if two or three o 
you. have agreed on 
earth in everything, 
then whomever they 
ask, they will get what 
they ask before my 
Father in heaven. 


20. For where two or 
three are united through 
my teaching, lam before 
them. 


(a) The translation in this place of ob dav airnowvTa 
by what they shall ask is quite arbitrary. There can be 
no contraction here, and we cannot ask for a mpaypa. 
O& means here whom. The meaning is: It is evident 
that if two or three agree, obviously each will get what 
the other asks for. 


This, one of the most important and clearest places of 
the Gospel, is completely lost on account of the incredibly 
stupid interpretation of the church. 

Having said that the conception of guilt is a deception, 
Jesus Christ teaches that for those who execute his 
teaching there cannot even present itself the case of guilt 
and punishments and forgiveness, and for those who 
execute his teaching there can be no dissension. He 
says, If thou hast been offended, speak privately to thy 
brother, to make peace with him; if he will not listen to 
thee, call in others; if he does not listen to them, take 
all the inhabitants for thy judges, and if he does not 
listen to them, leave him alone, bear the insult, and do 
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not quarrel with him, for every earthly affair in which 
you bind yourselves, binds also your soul and your rela- 
tion to God, and so the loosing in earthly matters is also a 


loosing of the soul. 


And you know yourselves that, if you agree here upon 
earth, and live in peace, every one will give what he is 
asked for, and so, if two or three are united through my 
teaching, my teaching of love and truth will be among 
them, that is, a foundation of their relations among them- 


selves. 


ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


8. Kal rpoodOov av- 
T@ ol Papicator weipd- 
fovres avrov, Kal déyov- 
res avT®, El ekeoruvy 
avOpwr@ arodtoa THY 
yuvatka avTod KaTa& ma- 
cay airlav; 

4, ‘O dé droxpiels el- 
mev avtots, OvKx dyvé- 
yuwre bre 6 woijoas dm 
dpxjs dpcev Kal OAdv 
érolncev abrovs, 

5. Kal elev, ‘”Eve- 
kev Tovrov karanelec 
&vOpwiros Tov marépa Kal 
Thy pnrépa: Kal mpoo- 
KoAAnOhoerar TH Yyuvai- 
ki avrod, Kal écovrat of 
do, els cdpxa wlay;” 

6. “Qore ovkére elo? 
d00, GAG oapé pla & 
obv 6 Oeds cuvéfevéer, 
dvOpwros wn xwpifvérw. 


7. Aéyovow aire, Th 
ovv Mwors éverelXaro 
Sotvar BiBAlov amocra- 
olov, kal dmodtoa av- 
THY; 

8. Aéyer atrots, “Ore 
Mwo7js rpos Thy oKAnpo- 
kapdlay buav émérpeper 


Matt, xix. 3. The 
Pharisees also came unto 
him, tempting him, and 
saying unto him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for every 
cause? 


4. And he answered 
and said unto them, 
Have ye not read, that 
he which made them 
at the beginning made 
them male and female, 


5. And said, For this 
cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be 
one flesh? 


6. Wherefore they are 
no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined to- 
gether, let not man put 
asunder. 

7. They say unto him, 
Why did Moses then 
command to give a writ- 
ing of divorcement, and 
to put her away? 


8. He saith unto them, 
Moses because of the 
hardness of your hearts 
suffered you to put away 


3. And the Pharisees 
came up to him, and, 
tempting him, said to 
him, Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife 
for every cause? 


4. And Jesus replied 
to them, Do you not 
know that he who made 
male and female in the 
beginning, made also 
them? 


5. And said, For this 
reason will a man leave 
father and mother, and 
will cleave to his wife; 
and the two will be one 
body. 


6. So that there will 
not be two, but one 
body. Therefore, what 
God has united, no man 
shall divide. 


7. And they said to 
him, Why, then, did 
Moses command us to 
give a writing of di- 
vorcement, and to di- 
vorce a wife? 


8. And he said to them, 
Because of your rude- 
ness did Moses com- 
mand you to divorce 
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butv drodtoar Tas yuvai- 
kas Yudv: dm dpxfs de 
ov yéyover olTw. 

9. Adyw dé byiv, Sre 
6s dv dmrodvcyn Thy yu- 
vaika avrov, el un ért 
mopvela, kal yaunon ad- 
Any, Morxarac: 


11. Kal Advyer adrois, 
“Os édy dmrodvon Thy 
yuvaixa avrod Kal yapuh- 
on &Any, moxarar én 
avrny: 

10. Adyouow aire oi 
padnral adrod, Ei otrws 
éotly 4 alrla Tod dvOpw- 
mov mera THS Yuvackds, 
ov cuppéper Yaujoat. 

11. ‘O dé elev adrois, 
Od mavres xwpotct Tov 
Abyov Tobrov, adr’ ols 
dédora. 

12. Hicl yap edvovxor, 
otrives €k KoiNlas unrpds 
éyevviOnoav otrw- Kal 
elow evvodxo1, olrives 
evvovxlaOnoav two Ta&v 
avOpdrwv: Kal elow ev- 
vodxot, olrives evvovxXt- 
gav éavto’s, did THY 
Bacirtelay THv ovpavadr. 
6 Suvdmevos Xwpety xXw- 
pelrw. 


your wives: but from 
the beginning it was not 
80. 


9. And I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except it 
be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, 
committeth adultery: 
and whoso marrieth her 


which is put away doth 
commit adultery. 
Mark x. 11. And he 


saith unto them, Whoso- 
ever shall put away his 
wife, and marry an- 
other, committeth adul- 
tery against her. 


Matt.xix. 10. His dis- 
ciples say unto him, If 
the case of the man be 
so with his wife, it is 
not good to marry. 


11. But he said unto 
them, All men cannot 
receive this saying, save 
they to whom it is 
given.s 

12. For there are some 
eunuchs, which were so 
born from their moth- 
er’s womb: and there 
are some eunuchs, which 
were made eunuchs of 
men: and there be eu- 
nuchs, which have made 
themselves eunuchs for 
the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake. e that is able to 
receive it, let him re- 
ceive it. 
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our wives: from the 
eginning it was not so. 


9. I tell you, Whoever 
puts away his wife, ex- 
cept for fornication, 
causes her to commit 
adultery. 


11, And exces, man 
who marries a divorced 
woman commits adul- 
tery. 


10. And his disciples 
said to him, If such is 
the duty of a man to his 
wife, it is more profit- 
able not to marry. 


11. And he said to 
them, Not all keep this 
comprehension in their 
heart, save those to 
whom it is given. 


12. For there are 
chaste people, without 
adulterous passion, who 
were'so born from their 
mother’s womb; and 
there are others who are 
deprived of their lust 
by men; and others 
again, who have made 
themselves chaste for 
the kingdom of God, 
He who is able to take 
to heart this comprehen- 
sion, let him receive it. 


(a) The disciples say, It is better not to marry, in 


order that we may not have these sins. 


He replies, Yes, 


it is better: it is easy to say so, but not easy to fulfil it, 
that is, entirely to abstain from women. 


The Pharisees, who have established the offence of the 
divorce, ask Jesus whether it is lawful to send away a 
wife, if she has not found favour, and to take another, 
pointing out that that is permissible according to the law 


of Moses. 
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He says that the meaning of marriage is the union of 
husband and wife into one, and so the violation of this 
natural law is a sin. And so, he who puts away his wife 
is committing an offence in that he himself commits 
adultery and causes his wife to do the same. The dis- 
ciples say, Then it is better not to marry at all. He says, 
Of course, it is better, only one has to be entirely pure. 
We who cart do it, let him do it. There are people who 
are continent by Nature or by circumstances. Why, 
then, can one not be so, in order to be in the kingdom of 
God? He who can, let him do so. But it is not right 
to offend others; and so, every thought of the possibility 
of taking another wife is an offence and dissemination of 
evil, which must be cut off like a hand. 


ON TRIBUTE 


24, ’ENObvtwr 52 av- Matt.xvii.24.Andwhen 24, When they came to 
O i Karrepvaov, they were come to Ca- Capernaum, those who 
UES GIS amepvaovle, nernaum, they that re- collected didrachms 
mpocHrOov oi ra Oldpa- ceived didrachms came came to Peter, and said 
xXua auBdvovres r@ to Peter, and said, Doth to him, Your teacher 


Hero, wal eivov, °O. RotJou master pay the doos, not pay the di 
OLddoKados Vudy ov Tee? ‘ 


Td d5ldpax ma. 


(2) I omit the question mark. The construction of 
the sentence is not interrogative,—the verb is in the 
present: Your teacher does not pay. 


It has become a common custom to assume that they 
collected for the temple, and so this passage is entitled, 
but it does not appear from anything that the tribute was 
meant for the temple. On the contrary, it is apparent 
that it was a simple, customary tribute. At the end of 
Chapter XXX., Verse 13, it says, according to the Greek 
text, that everybody was required to pay half a didrachm 
for the temple. Even if collectors of half-didrachms 
were mentioned here, there would be no reason for sup- 
posing that it was a tribute for the temple; a half-di- 
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drachm might have been collected for the temple, or for 
Cesar, for not a word is said in the whole chapter about 
any temple, and from the meaning of the word tenel, 
which signifies payment for tames, it is not possible to 
assume anything but that reference is made here to the 
payment of taxes. More than that: the coin itself, 
which it was necessary to pay into the temple, and which 
was demanded of Peter, is not the same: now it is a half- 
didrachm, and now again a didrachm. The explanation 
that two drachms were equal to a Jewish half-shekel is 
evidently an invention, which was made for the purpose 
of explaining the tribute for the temple. 


Matt. xvii. 25. He 


26. Aéye, Nal. Kal 25. He said, Yes. And 


bre elofdOev els Thy ol- 
klav, mpoépOacev avrov 
6 Inoods, Néywv, Th cor 
doxe?, Diuwy ; of Bacire?s 
THS Yas ard Tlywy ap- 
Bavovor TédXn  KH¥oOV; 
dro T&y vidy avrady, } 
amd T&v adrdorT ply ; 

26. Adyec avr@ 6 TIE 
tpos, “Amd T&v addo- 
tplwy. “Edn aire 6 
*Inoots, “Apaye éhevbepol 
elowy of viol. 


saith, Yes. And when 
he was come into the 
house, Jesus prevented 
him, saying, What think- 
est thou, Simon? of 
whom do the kings of 
the earth take custom 
or tribute? of their own 
children, or of stran- 
gers? 


26. Peter saith unto 
him, Of strangers. Jesus 
saith unto him, Then are 
the children free. 


when Peter entered into 
the house, Jesus antici- 
pated him, saying, What 
thinkest thou, Simon? 
of whom do the kings of 
the earth take custom 
and tribute? of their 
children, or of stran- 
gers? 


26. And Peter said, Of 
strangers. Jesus said to 
him, Then are the chil- 
dren free. 


(a) It is hard to say on what ground this Yes is ex- 


plained as meaning that the teacher pays. 


Neither from 


the context, nor from what comes next does this perverse 


sense follow. 
read utique non. 


In one text of the Latin translation we 


(0) John viii. 36: If the Son therefore shall make you 


free, ye shall be free indeed. The children of God are 
those who are in the kingdom of God. In the will of 
God they can be under no obligation to any one, — they 
are free from everything. And as the king frees his chil- 
dren from all the tax-collectors, so God frees his children 
from every dependance, except the filial relation to him. 
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27. “Iva 5& wh oKay- 
Sadlowpev adrovds, mropev- 
Gels els THY Oddaccav 
Bade dyKiorpov, kal rov 
dvaBdvra mp@rov lxOdv 


Matt. xvii. 27. Not- 
withstanding, lest we 
should offend them, go 
thou to the sea, and 
cast a hook, and take u 
the fish that first comet. 
up; and when thou hast 
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27. But, lest we should 
lead them into sin, f° 
and cast out a tackle, 
and take up the first 
fish which thou catch- 
est, and get a stater for 
it, and give this for me 


Gpov: Kal dvoltas 7d 
orbua avbrov, evpices 
orarhpa: éxetvov NaBwv 
dds avrots dvrt éuod Kal 
cob. 


opened his mouth, thou 
shalt find a stater: that 
take, and give unto them 
for me and thee. 


and thee, 


(a) In many texts these words are wanting. These 
two words, being doubtful, I omit. "Avolyw To otéua 
always means to speak, ery. 


The whole of Verse 27 has apparently been subject to 
many changes and violations, with the purpose of sub- 
verting it to the meaning of a miracle, but, in spite of the 
changes, it has retained the original meaning, and may 
most exactly be translated by, Go and cast out the tackle, 
and take the first fish which comes up (in the sense of 
many fish), and, opening thy mouth, that is, calling 
buyers, thou wilt find a stater, and this give for me and 
thee. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 417 and 418): 


Du temps de Jésus-Christ, c’était la régle que tout Israélite 
agé de vingt ans et plus payét annuellement une redevance au 
temple de Jérusalem, pour les frais du culte. Cet usage remon- 
tait, quant au principe, 4 une haute antiquité, mais on ne sait pas 
a quelle époque il regut sa forme définitive. La somme & payer 
était de deux drachmes par téte, soit & peu prés 1 fr. 80 c. Telle 
que l’histoire est racontée ici, il faut supposer que les percepteurs 
rencontrérent Pierre dans la rue, et que les paroles qu’ils lui 
adressent sont une espéce d’invitation & payer. Car il n’est pas 
possible d’admettre que Jésus ait antérieurement refusé de payer. 

Le reste du récit présente deux éléments distincts et indépen- 
dants l’un de l’autre: un fait matériel et miraculeux, et une 
parole de Jésus. Quant au premier, beaucoup de commentateurs 
ont hésité 4 l’accepter dans son sens littéral, d’aprés lequel le 
premier poisson qui mordrait a l’hamegon de Pierre devait porter 
dans sa bouche un statére, une piéce d’argent valant quatre 
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drachmes, ou 3 fr. 60 c. Jésus, se demandait-on, a-t-il jamais 
fait des miracles pour satisfaire ses propres besoins matériels ? 
Et l’on pensa qu’il s’agissait simplement d’une péche dont le pro- 
duit, vendu au marché, devait suffire pour payer une si petite 
redevance. Cette explication est beaucoup trop simple pour étre 
admissible, car on a de la peine & concevoir qu’un fait si naturel, 
et si journalier dans la vie d’un pécheur, ait pu se transformer en 
miracle dans la tradition. Or, il faut remarquer: 1° qu’avant 
méme que Pierre rapporte la conversation qu’il vient d’avoir avec 
les percepteurs, Jésus la sait déja; 2° qu’il sait aussi que le 
premier poisson qui sera pris mettra Pierre &4 méme de payer 
Vimpot pour deux personnes; 3° qu’il est positivement question 
d’une piece d’argent a trouver, et non d’un poisson 4 vendre, 
parce qu’un poisson qu’on aurait pris avec l’hamecon ne pouvait 
pas valoir, a cette époque, 3 fr. 60 c. 4 Capharnaoum ; 4° enfin, 
que cette piéce d’argent devait se trouver dans la bouche du 
poisson, et non dans son ventre, ce qui paraitrait moins étonnant. 
Toutes ces circonstances font voir qu’a moins de dénaturer com- 
plétement le récit de Vévangéliste, on ne parvient pas & faire 
disparaitre le miracle. Nous convenons que ce miracle est 
unique en son genre dans l’histoire de Jésus, et ne comprend 
aucun de ces éléments qui, ailleurs si souvent, en font accepter 
d’autres au sentiment religieux, quand la raison y trouve des 
difficultés plus ou moins grandes. 

Mais il y a au fond de ce récit une idée assez clairement for- 
mulée pour qu’on puisse s’étonner a juste titre des tatonnements 
des commentateurs. Notre texte est du nombre de ceux dans 
lesquels Jésus déclare franchement que lui et les siens ne sont 
plus soumis 4 la loi. Nous disons lui et les siens, et non pas lui 
seul, comme on prétend vulgairement, en disant qu’il se pose ici 
comme fils (unique) de Dieu, exempt comme tel d’un impdt payé 
a Dieu. Il est bien question de fils au pluriel; les quatre 
drachmes sont payées pour Jésus et pour Pierre, afin que les per- 
cepteurs, c’est-a-dire les représentants officiels du judaisme légal, 
ne soient pas choqués par un refus autrement légitime. Jésus 
consent done & s’assujettir & des devoirs qui ne lui incombent 
pas; or, il ne peut avoir voulu s’affranchir d’un devoir quel- 
conque qui l’obligeait envers Dieu ; le devoir en question ]’oblige- 
ait envers le temple et son culte, envers un ordre de choses qui 
appartenait au passé (Jean iv. 24), et qui, comme tel, est en vérité 
étranger 4 Dieu, 4 partir du moment ot ce Dieu veut le remplacer 
par un ordre de choses nouveau. De méme que dans |’adminis- 
tration politique l’impét se pergoit sur ceux qui.ne sont pas de la 
famille du souverain, de méme dans l’économie théocratique il 
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ne saurait étre question d’un impét matériel & exiger de la part 
des membres de la famille spirituelle. La loi supréme du culte 
ayant changé, les formes anciennes ne sont plus obligatoires. 

Nous n’avons pas besoin de faire remarquer que Pierre n’aura 
rien compris & cette parole. Elle n’en est que plus sirement 
authentique, et si la tradition, restée provisoirement incertaine & 
l’égard du sens, a pu, par cela méme, risquer de se fourvoyer, ce 
n’est que dans le cadre de la narration que nous pourrons soup- 
conner quelque malentendu. 


This is what the church says (pp. 318-320): 


They that received didrachms: A drachm was a small Greek 
silver coin, worth about seven cents; two such were a didrachm, 
equal in value to an old Jewish half shekel. A drachm formed 
the definite annual tribute toward the temple by each man who 
had reached the age of twenty years. This tribute was originally 
established by Moses, but it does not appear that it was then an 
annual tribute. Later on, no doubt since the building of Solo- 
mon’s temple, this tribute was made to be annual and obligatory 
for all, except the priests and Levites, who were to collect the 
tribute. This money was used for the support of the temple and 
the purchase of the requisite things for the divine service, such 
as sacrificial animals for the daily sacrifices, flour, salt, incense, 
ete. 

Doth not your master pay tribute? The collectors did not dare 
approach Jesus Christ, but went to Peter; however, they did not 
come to him even with a violent demand, but modestly, for they 
did not ask persistently: they only said, Doth not your master 
pay the didrachms? They did not have any definite opinion of 
him, and regarded him as a simple man, though they showed 
him some honour and respect on account of the preceding tokens, 
or, perhaps, they acted with a sly purpose, that is, We wonder 
whether your master, being opposed to the law, will be willing to 
pay the didrachms? 

Yes: From this answer of Peter, who did not ask Jesus about 
it, we can conclude that the Lord was in the habit of paying the 
tribute. 

Jesus prevented him, saying: Simon had not yet spoken with 
Jesus Christ about it, but he, from his divine knowledge, knew 
already the question and the answer. 

Of their own children: That is, of the members of the royal 
family, or of strangers, that is, of all who do not belong to the 
royal family. 
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Then are the children free: From paying custom and tribute, — 
they do not pay them. The meaning is: consequently I am free 
from paying the didrachms, for I am the Son of God, and the 
didrachms are collected for God my Father, who abides in this 
temple. Again: if the kings of the earth do not take tribute of 
their children, but of strangers, I must be so much the more free 
from it, being a king and a son, not of a king of earth, but of 
heaven. 

Lest we should offend them: (The collectors of the tribute), lest 
they might think that we do not wish to pay tribute into the 
temple, and thus might become contemners of the temple and 
adversaries of the law. 

Go thou to the sea: Of Galilee, on the shore of which Caper- 
naum was situated. 

Thou shalt find a stater: A Roman silver coin, equal in value 
to four Greek drachms, or one Jewish shekel, consequently, a 
coin which would pay the tribute for two. This makes it in- 
dubitable that Jesus Christ is God: if he knew that in the mouth 
of the first fish which Peter would catch there would be a stater 
swallowed by it, then he is omniscient; and if he created the 
stater in the mouth of the fish, he is almighty. 


Jesus, even according to the teaching of all the 
churches, came to establish the kingdom of God, to teach 
the moral law. Is it possible, then, that he did not 
notice, that he overlooked that one-half of mankind op- 
pressed and flayed the other half, collecting from them 
tribute in the name of the State, every king for himself ? 
and did he not find anything contrary to his teaching in 
it? According to the church teaching that is so. Jesus 
uttered sentimental words, wrought some miracles, and, 
allowing the popes to smear oil on people, again returned 
to heaven. 

But this passage and the passage about the tribute to 
Cesar show clearly that Jesus did not overlook the evil, 
and showed how we have to act toward it. This passage 
and, To Cesar that which is of Cesar, directly and clearly 
define the question as to whether tribute is good, and how 
we must look upon it and upon those who exact it from 
us. To the question whether, according to the teaching 
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of Jesus, it is necessary and obligatory to pay tribute, 
the answer is that neither he, nor the disciples, regard the 
tribute as obligatory, for the children of God depend only 
on the God their Father, and neither can exact, nor pay 
tribute. 

But to the second question as to how we are to bear 
ourselves in relation to the demand for tribute, Jesus 
answers: though men cannot in any way be under obliga- 
tion to kings, there are some who consider this necessary, 
and so we must think only of those who demand the 
tribute. These people exact it, and if we do not pay it, 
they will sin, and so, in order that we may not lead them 
into sin, we must pay them what they demand; and al- 
though the tribute cannot be obligatory for those who 
live according to the will of God, for the children of 
God, Jesus commands us to pay the tribute, so that 
we may not lead them to commit offences. He recog- 
nizes tribute as an evil, but, from his rule of non- 
resistance to evil, he commands us to pay the tribute. 
Not to pay the tribute, because it is unjust, would 
be the same as abandoning ourselves to the offence of 
reflecting of what is just, and what not. And a man 
who resists evil himself commits an offence and leads 
others into it. 


Matt. xxii. 15. Then 15. Then the Pharisees 


15, Tére ropevdévres 
of Papicato. cuuBovd.0v 
€\aBov, drws avrdov ma- 
yidevowow év Noyy. 

16. Kal dmoaré\)ov- 
ow ab’T@ Tods padnras 
avTay pera TOv “Hpw- 
Stav@v, Aéyorres, Acdd- 
oxande, oldamev bri adn- 
Ons ef, kal Thy dddv Tod 
Ocod év adnbela ddd- 
oxes, Kal ob péder cor 
mept ovdevds, ob ‘yap 
Bréres els mpbowmov 
avOpwrwy. 


went the Pharisees, and 
took counsel how they 
might entangle him in 
his talk. 


16. And they sent out 
unto him their disciples 
with the Herodians, say- 
ing, Master, we know 
that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God 
in truth, neither carest 
thou for any man: for 
thou regardest not the 
person of men. 


went, and took counsel 
how they might catch 
him in his speech. 


sent to 
him their disciples with 
the Herodians, saying, 
Teacher, we know that 
thou teachest the way of 
God in truth, and that 
thou dost not care for 
any man, for thou pay- 
est no attention to per- 
sons. 


16. And they 
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17. Tell us therefore, 17. Tell us therefore, 
What thinkest thou? Is Is it lawful according 
it lawful to give tribute to your opinion to pay 
unto Cesar, or not? tribute to Cesar, or not? 


17. Eire oby jyyuiv, Th 
go. doxet; e&eare Sodvar 
Kivoov Kaloapi, # ob ; 


From the whole teaching of Jesus Christ, who denies 
courts, powers, wars, on which the tribute is expended, it 
was clear that he did not consider the paying of tribute 
necessary. The question itself shows clearly that the 
teaching of Jesus was understood in this way, namely, 
that taxes ought not to be paid. The Pharisees, having 
invited the officers of Herod, ask this of him, wishing 
that he should express himself outright in the presence of 
the people. The interpretation of this text by the church 
is full of the highest comicalness. 

This text, which obviously denies the authorities, is 
read on royal days, and forms the chief stay of power. 
They say that a sly question was proposed to Jesus, in 
order to catch him; but where is the cunning, if Jesus 
Christ recognized the power? All he had to do was to 
say, as Apostle Paul said, Every power is from God, and 
all would have been well. But the trouble is that Jesus 
not only fails to recognize the power, not only despises it, 
but regards it in its nature as an evil, and places himself 
and men higher than it. His whole teaching, which 
recognizes every man as his judge and free, directly 
excludes every power, considering it evil and therefore 
darkness. 


18. But 18. And guessing their 
cunning, Jesus said, 


Why do you tempt me, 


Matt. xxii. 1 
Jesus perceived their 
wickedness, and said, 


18, T'vovs 5¢ 6 Inoods 
Thy rovnplay avr Gy elie, 


Tt we meipdgere, vroKpi- 
Tal; 

19. ’EmtdelEaré por 
TO vbutcpa TOU KHVOOU. 
oi dé mpoohveyxay atT@ 
Onvapiov. 

20. Kal A\éyee adrots, 
Tivos 7 elkay atrn Kal 7 


exvypagp 


Why tempt ye me, ye 
hypocrites? 

19. Shew me the trib- 
ute money. And they 
brought unto him a 
penny. 


20. And he saith unto 
them, Whose is this 
image and superscrip- 
tion? 


cunning people? 


19. Show me the trib- 
ute money. And they 
brought him a penny. 


20. And he said to 
them, Whose is this 
image and superscrip- 
tion? 
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a) 21. They say unto him 21. They said, Cesar’s. 

Als gheyoua Seen? Cesar’s. Sehen saith he Then he said to them, 
Kaloapos. rére héyer ad- unto ‘them, Renders Then give back to Cesar 
tots, Amédore ody 7d therefore unto Cesar what is Cesar’s: and to 
Kaloapos Kaloaps: xa) the things which are God give what is God’s. 


is AA n Cesar’s; and unto God 
Ta Tod Ocod rH Oey. the things that are 
God’s. 


y 22. When they had 22. When they heard 

re a apeanigeed heard these words, they this, they marvelled, 

avuacay’ Kal ddevTes marveled, and left him, and left him, and went 
avrov dmjOov. and went their way. away. 


(a) ardéore in its most usual signification, and obviously 
in place here. 


According to the teaching of the church people, both 
the Orthodox and the free, it turns out that this passage 
means the same as Rom. xiii. 1; 1 Tim. ii. 2; 1 Peter ii 
13. And this passage is always read on royal days. 
According to them this passage means that we must 
fulfil our obligations toward the king in the same way as 
toward God. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. I., p. 571): 


Mais on aurait tort de s’arréter & cette interprétation de la 
réponse. En effet, celle-ci pourrait paraitre insuffisante, en ce 
sens qu’elle semble plutét éviter que résoudre la question posée, 
laquelle, aprés tout, avait sa haute importance. Mais Jésus 
n’entre point dans la discussion du droit; sa mission n’était pas 
politique, son royaume ne devait pas étre de ce monde. Il ne se 
préoccupe pas de faire le bilan des grands principes de la natio- 
nalité et de la puissance matérielle. Il se borne 4 constater que 
Vhomme (ainsi que la société) appartient ici-bas & deux sphéres 
distinctes, 4 la sphére politique et civile, et & la sphére morale et 
religieuse. Chacune lui impose des devoirs particuliers auxquels 
personne ne doit se soustraire. I] pouvait admettre, bien qu’ici 
il ne le déclare pas explicitement, que la premiére sphére est 
inférieure & la seconde; mais tant qu’elle ne géne pas l’exercice 
des devoirs de celle-ci, rien ne dispense l’individu de ceux qui lui 
incombent envers l’autre. Tant que Dieu regoit ce qui lui est 
di, il n’y a pas de raison pour qu’on s’insurge contre l’ordre 
établi dans le monde (Rom. xiii. 1 ss. 1 Tim. ii. 1 ss. 1 Pierre 
ii. 13 ss.), et il y a des moyens plus efficaces d’assurer le sort 
d’une nation que ceux desquels celle-ci attend en vain le résultat 
désiré quand elle a négligé les autres. 
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The church says (p. 409): 


However, when thou hearest, Render unto Cesar the things 
which are Cesar’s, thou must understand only as much as does 
not interfere with godliness; for everything which is contrary to 
godliness is no longer a tribute to Cesar, but a tribute and cus- 
tom to the devil. 

They marvelled: At the wisdom of the Lord’s answer to the 
cunningly put question ; the answer surpassed and deceived their 
expectations. Evidently the answer was in favour of the Hero- 
dians, but the second part of the answer not only failed to repre- 
sent a pretext for accusing the Lord on the part of the Pharisees, 
but, on the contrary, pointed directly to the necessity or duty of 
rendering unto God the things which are God’s, by the side 
of .Cesar’s tribute. One obligation does not contradict the 
other; on the contrary, they conveniently go together and must 
be paid at the same time. 


But they fail to explain how these two obligations are 
to be united. In the person of Jesus they were not 
united, just as they cannot be united in the case of all 
those who understand his teaching. From the teaching 
of Jesus it follows that he who believes in life and in God 
will not resist evil, will not go to court, will not wage 
war, will not collect possessions for himself, and so, 
obviously, will not pay any taxes, for there will be noth- 
ing to pay them with, and, besides, there is no cause for 
a man to pay, who does not recognize courts, govern- 
ments, and nationalities. But the Pharisees think that 
this is all he teaches, and so they come up with the 
Herodians, and ask, Is it right to pay the taxes to Cesar ? 
He says, What does it mean to pay taxes? Show me 
your taxes, what you pay with? They show him a coin. 
He looks at the image of Cesar, and asks, What is coined 
here? He does not even know, and does not want to 
know that there is a Cesar. They say, it is Cesar. 
Cesar? His coin? Well, then give back to him what 
is his. Jesus says that a man can be in no dependence 
on Cesar, but is always dependent on God. The same 
verb azdéote to Cesar what is Cesar’s, and to God what 
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is God’s, has led the interpreters into error. But it is 
sufficient to comprehend God differently from a king, 
which the popes are unable to do, and then the difference 
of the two phrases becomes clear. To give back that 
which is somebody else’s means to divide up with him, 
to have no relations with him, not to take from him. 
But to give back to God means to give to God the 
comprehension which he has given to men. 

There can be no choice about this; either we must 
understand it as the priests do, namely, that a king is 
almost a God, and that nearly equal honours are to be 
given to a king and to God; or else we must understand 
that the one is to be despised, and the other honoured. 
The meaning of the whole discourse, which was started by 
the Pharisees only in order to cause Jesus to commit an 
offence, is this, that, as in the case of the demand of 
tribute in Capernaum, he removes the offence, while ful- 
filling the teaching. Not to offend them, give, in accord- 
ance with the rule of non-resistance to evil; do not 
submit to the offence of the leaven, by not resisting, 
by not taking part in it. 


OF THE ADULTERESS 


52. Kal dmréoredev 
ayyédous mpd mpoo dou 
avrov: Kal mopevOévres 
elamdOov els kwunv Da- 
papeT@v, wore éTouud- 
cat ada. 

58. Kal ovx édéfavro 
atrov, brit 7d mpdowroy 
avrod Av tropevduevoy els 
‘Tepovcadru. 

54. ’Iddvres 52 of wa- 
Onral adrod ’IdKwBos kal 
"Iwdvyns elrov, Kupie, 
Oédes lr wuev rip KaTa- 
Bivat dard rod ovpavod, 
kal dvadGoat abtovs, ws 
kal’ HXlas éroinge; 


Luke ix. 62. And sent 
messengers before his 
face: and they went, 
and entered into a vil- 
lage of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him. 


53. And they did not 
receive him, because his 
face was as though he 
would go to Jerusalem. 


54. And when his dis- 
ciples James and John 
saw this, they said, 
Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come 
down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as 
Elias did?¢ 


52. On their way the 
disciples of Jesus en- 
tered into a village of 
Samaria, to prepare a 
night’s lodging for him. 


53. But they did not 
receive him there. 


64. And when his dis- 
ciples James and John 
saw this, they said, Dost 
thou agree to this, that 
it is proper to say, May 
they be killed by light- 
ning from heaven for 
this? 
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55. Zrpapels dé ére- 
rluncev avrots, kal elev, 
Ovx ofdare olov mvevpa- 
Tbs éore vets: 

56. ‘O yap ulds rod 
avOpwmrov otk AOE Wr- 
xas év0pmrwy drodécat, 
GANG cGoat. Kal éroped- 
Onder els érépay kobpuny. 

8. “Aryovar 5é of ypap- 
pare’s kal of Papwratos 
mpds avTdv ‘yuvaika év 
poxela Karednumévny, 
kal orhoavres atrhy év 
Berg, oi 

4. Aéyovow aire, 
Avddoxare, atrn 7 yur) 
KaTENHPOn eravropwpy 
porxevonévn. 

5. "Ev 5¢ 7@ voup 
Mwofs jyty évereldaro 
Tas TowavTas AOoBoret- 
ga od ody Th dévyes; 

6. Todro dé édeyov 
mepagvovres avrov, iva 
eéxwot Karnyopetv avrod. 
6 5¢’Inoots kérw Kiwas, 
7@ daxtiry eypader els 
THY Yhv 

7. ‘Qs 65é éréuevov 
épwrGvres avrov. dvaxv- 
Was ele mpds avrovs, ‘O 
dvapdpryntros vuay mpa- 
tos Tov \lOov ér airy 
Badérw. 

8. Kal mddv kdrw 


kipas &ypagev els Thy 


v. 
9. Ol dé, dkovoarTes 
kal vrd THs cvverdjoews 


éreyxbuevot, é&7jpxovro 
els xadets, dap&dmevor 


ard Trav mpecBuTépwv 
ws Trav ésxaTwr Kal 
karerelpOn pdvos 6 “In- 
gous, kal 4% yuvh év wéow 
éort boa. 

10. ’Avaktyas dé 6 
"Inoods, cal undéva Oea- 


55. But he turned, and 
rebuked them, and said, 
Ye know not what man- 
ner of spirit ye are of. 


56. For the Son of man 
is not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save 
them. And they went 
to another village. 


John viti. 3. And the 
scribes and Pharisees 
brought unto him a 
woman taken in adul- 


tery: and when they 
ha set her in the 
midst, 


4. They say unto him, 
Master, this woman was 
taken in adultery, in the 
very act. 


5. Now Moses in the 
law commanded us, that 
such should be stoned: 
but what sayest thou? 


6. This they said, 
tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse 
him. But Jesus stooped 
down, and with his fin- 
ger wrote on the ground, 
as though he heard 
them not. 

7. So when they con- 
tinued asking him, he 
lifted up himself, and 
said’unto them, He that 
is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a 
stone at her. 


8 And again he 
stooped down, and 
wrote on the ground. 


9. And they which 
heard it, being con- 
victed by their own 
conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning 
at the eldest, even unto 
the last: and Jesus was 
left alone, and_ the 
woman standing in the 
midst. 


10. When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, and 


167 


55. And Jesus replied 
to them, You do not un- 
derstand of what spirit 
you are. 


56. For the son of man 
has not come to destroy 
the lives of men, but to 
save them. And he 
went to another village. 


3. And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought to 
him a woman taken 
in adultery; and they 
placed her before him, 


4, And said to him, 
Teacher, this woman 
was caught in adultery. 


* 


5. According to the 
law of Moses we are 
commanded to stone 
such a one to death. 
What dost thou say? 


6. They said this, 
betes dant 9 him, that they 
might have cause for 
accusing him. But Je- 
sus, bending down, 
wrote with his finger on 
the ground. 


7. And they continued 
asking him, He lifted 
himself up, and said to 
them, He who is without 
sin among you, let him 
be the first stone at 

er. 


8. And again he bent 
down and began to write 
on the ground. 


9. They understood 
him, an their con- 
science reproved them, 
and one by one, from 
the eldest to the young- 
est, they all went away. 
And esus alone was 
left, and the woman 
standing before him. 


10. Jesus lifted him- 
self and saw none but 
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odmevos wry Ths yuvau- 
xds, elrev airy, H yr, 
mod elo éxetvor of KaTH- 
yopol gov; ovdels ce 
kat éxpivev ; 

11. ‘H 6é efrev, Ov- 


saw none but the wo- 

man, he said unto her, 
Woman, where are those 
thine accusers? hath 
no man condemned 
thee? 


11. She said, No man 
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the woman. And he 
said to her, Woman, 
where are thy accusers? 
Has no one condemned 
thee? 


11. She said, No one, 


Lord. And Jesus said 
unto her, Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and 
sin no more. 


sir, And Jesus said to 
her, Neither do I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin 
no more. ? 


Sels, kUpte. elme S¢ adr7 
6 "Inoods, Ovde ey ce 
KaTaxplyw: mopevou Kat 
pnkére dudprave. 


(a) Even as Elias did, is wanting in many texts. 


In this story the Pharisees directly approach Christ 
with a provocation for an offence, by bringing in the 
adulteress and asking what he would say. He has noth- 
ing to say. Well, an adulteress; well, she has sinned ; 
well, what of it? It is a pity she has sinned, — that is 
all he can say. So he keeps silence. They do not ask 
him outright what they should do, and so he keeps 
silence. But when they ask him directly what to do, 
whether to stone her, or not, he says, He who is without 
sin, let him stone her. And they went away. They saw 
that only he who is without sin has a right to punish, and 
as there can be no such people, there can be no punish- 


ment. And when they went away, he asked, Well, has 
no one condemned thee? No one. Neither can I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more. Do not sin thyself, 


and let them not sin, that is all. 
judgment is destroyed. 

This parable has had a wonderful fate. Although it is 
semi-apocryphal, it has had unusual luck. For some 
reason people have a special liking for it and find in it 
something very sentimental and poetical. The divine 
teacher, — the adulteress: He is in meditation, drawing 
with his finger in the sand. And they go and paint pic- 
tures and write verses on this occasion. All they see in 
this is only what is sentimental; but they do not see that 
sturdy common sense, from which follows the impossi- 


And the offence of the 
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bility of a code of laws, of a senate, of circuit and district 
courts, and of justices of the peace. They are possible 
only when men have not even that degree of truthfulness 
which the Pharisees had. Not one Pharisee dared to say 
that he was without sin, and they comprehended that 
only he could punish who could have the boldness to say 
that he was without sin. 

This parable has had a wonderful fate. In what way 
is it possible more clearly to discuss and picture the im- 
possibility of courts than in this parable? It is impos- 
sible to do so. And what happens? The sentimentality, 
the drawing with the finger in the sand, is what gives 
especial pleasure; but the meaning, the significance, the 
purpose of this parable do not seem to exist at all. The 
sentimentality is pleasing, and it is pleasant to receive a 
salary, and the meaning, well, — it means that in a con- 
versation you must not condemn your neighbour; you 
must not say of Marya Ivaénovna that she has lovers; 
but hanging and chopping off heads, that is all right, 
that is a different matter. 


OF THE TRUE LIFE 


18. Elre 5é tis ait@ Luke xii. 13. Andone 13. And one of the 


éx Tod by dov, Arddakane, 
elré T@ GdEAPH pov pe- 
ploacOar per’ euod Thy 
KAnpovoutav. 

14. ‘O de eirev airg, 
“AvOpwre, tls we Karé- 
oTnoe SikaoThy 7) pept- 
oThy ép wpuas; 


of the company said un- 
to him, Master, speak to 
my brother, that he 
divide the inheritance 
with me. 


14. And he said unto 
him, Man, who made me 
a judge or a divider over 
you? 


people said to Jesus, 
Teacher, command my 
brother to divide the in- 
heritance with me. 


14. And Jesus said to 
him, Man, has any one 
made me a judge or 
divider among you? 


The man asks Jesus justly to divide his inheritance 
Jesus replies that it is not his, nor 


with his brother. 


anybody else’s business, except of those who divide. 


But 


how to divide is well known: give everything. To be 


himself a judge over others is an offence. 


angrily rebukes him. 


And so Jesus 
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25. Kat ldod, vopukds 
Tis avéorn, éxmeipatwr 
avrov, Kal Aéywv, Avdd- 
okade, TL rovjoas fwhv 
aldévov KAnpovounow ; 

26. ‘O dé ele mpds 
aitov, “Ev t@ vouw rl 
yéyparTa.; mwas dvayt- 
VOOKELS ; 

27. ‘O 6é daroxpibels 
elrev, ‘’Ayarioes Kv- 
ptov Tov Oedy cov é& SAns 
THs Kapdlas cov, kal é 
8drns THS WuxXAs cov, Kal 
€& Sdns THs loxvos cov, 
kal é& &dns THs Stavolas 
cou’? kal ‘rdv mdnolov 
gov ws ceavTdv.” 


Luke x. 25. And, be- 
hold, a certain lawyer 
stood up, and tempted 
him, saying, Master, 
what shall do to in- 
herit eternal life? 


26. He said unto him, 
What is written in the 
law? how readest thou? 


27. And he answering 
said, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all 
thy mind; and_ thy 
neighbour as thyself. 
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25. And, behold, a law- 

er stood up and, tempt- 
ing Jesus, said, Teacher, 
what shall I do to receive 
eternal life? 


26. Jesus said to him, 
What is written in the 
law? How dost thou 
read? 


27. And the lawyer re- 
plied, Love thy Lord 
with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strange 
and with all kad mind; 
and thy neighbour 
thyself. 


(2) Many texts have the variant éavrdp. 


I leave here the customary reading, as the meaning of 


the lawyer’s words is not important here, but what is 
important is the parable to which Luke alone attached 
these words. The meaning of this variant is analyzed in 
another place. Here we must not forget that Luke has 
very unsuccessfully attached these words to the parable, 
in the first place, because he has weakened their meaning, 
and secondly, because he has put them in the mouth of 
the lawyer. The lawyer could not have known this com- 
mandment, for it is not a commandment, but detached 
words from two different books of Moses. 


Deut. vi. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Lev. ziz. 18. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself: I am the Lord. 


28. Etre dé atrg, 
"OpOGs darexplOns* Todo 


Tuke x. 28. And he 


28. Jesus said to him 
said unto him, Thou hast 


Thou hast answered 


mole, kal (hon. 

29. ‘O dé, 0éAwy Sikac- 
ody éaurov, elre mpds Tov 
"Inoodv, Kat rls égrl 
pov mAnolov; 


answered right: this do, 
and thou shalt live. 

29, But he, willing to 
justify himself, said un- 
to Jesus, And who is my 
neighbour? 


right: do this, and thou 
wilt live. 

29. But the lawyer 
wanted to justify him- 
self, and said to Jesus, 
And who is my neigh- 
bour? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


80. “YrodkaBdy de 6 
*Inoods elev, AvOpwrds 
tis KaTéBaveyv dard ‘Te- 
povoadym els ‘lepixe, 
kal Nnorats meptérecer, 
of kal éxdvoavres adrov 
kal mAnyas émidévres 
amr7ArOov, apévres Auut- 
avn Tuyxavovra. 

31. Kara avyxuplav 
be tepeds tis KaréBavev 
év TH 60@ éxelvy, Kal 
liay adrov dayrimaphd- 
Bev. 

32. ‘Ouolws dé kat 
Aevirns, yevbuevos Kara 
Tov rérov, éav kal 
lav dvrumapHev. 


33. Dapuapelrns dé rus 
ddevwv FOE KaT avror, 
kal ldwy abrov éorday- 
xvlobn: 


34. Kat mpocehOav 
Karédynoe Ta Tpavuara 
avrod, émixéwy €)datov 
kal olvov: émiBiBdoas dé 
avrov él 70 W.ov KTIVvos, 
Hyayev avrov els ravdo- 
xetov, Kal érenenHOn av- 
Tov. 

35. Kal émi rhy ab- 
ptov éehOav, éxBaday 
d0o Snvdpia edwKxe TO 
mavdoxel, Kal elev av- 
Tp, EmimedHOnre avrod- 
kal 8 rt av mpocdaTav}- 
ons, éym év T@ éravép- 
xerbal we droddow co. 

36. Tls ody rotrwy 
Tv TpL@v Soxet gor wy- 
clov yeyovévat Tov éu- 
mecbytos els Tovs Ay- 
oTds; 


87. ‘O 6é elrev, ‘O 
mounoas Td €deos wer av- 
Tov. elrev obv att@ 6 
*Inoods, Topevov, kat od 
mote. duolws. 


30. And Jesus answer- 
ing, said, A certain man 
went down from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, and 
fell among __ thieves 
which stripped him of 
his raiment, and wound- 
ed him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. 


31. And by chance 
there came down a cer- 
tain priest that way; and 
when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other 
side. 


32. And likewise a 
Levite, when he was at 
the place, came and 
looke on him, and 
passed by on the other 
side. 

33. But a certain Sa- 
maritan, as he jour- 
neyed, came where he 
was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion 
on him, 

34. And went to him, 
and bound up _ his 
wounds, pouring in oil 
and wine, and set him 
on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. 


35. And on the mor- 
row, when he departed, 
he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the 
host, and said unto him 
Take care of him: and 
whatsoever thou spend- 
est more, when I come 
again, I will repay thee. 


36. Which now of these 
three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the 
thieves? 


37. And he said, He 
that shewed mercy on 
him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewise. 
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30. And Jesus said to 
him, There was a man 
who went from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, and 
fell among robbers. The 
robbers took everythin 
from him, beat him, an 
went away, leaving him 
half dead. 


31. A priest happened 
to come that way. hen 
he saw the man, he 
turned around and went 
away. 


32. And likewise a 
Levite, passing by that 
place, saw him, and went 
away. 


33. A Samaritan, as he 
travelled, came where 
he was; he saw him and 
‘took pity on him. 


34, And he went and 
bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, 
and set him on his horse, 
and brought him to an 
inn, and took care of 
him. 


35. On the following 
morning the Samaritan 
proceeded on his jour- 
ney, giving the host two 
pence, and saying, Take 
care of this man, If 
thou spendest more on 
him, I will repay thee 
on my way back. 


36. Well, what do you 
think? Which of the 
three, the priest, the 
Levite, or the Samar- 
itan, was a neighbour to 
him who fell among the 
robbers? 

37. And the lawyer 
said, Of course, he who 
had pity on him, Then 
Jesus said, Go, and do 
likewise. 
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The lawyer retorts to Jesus against his teaching that 
all men are the children of one Father — God, and 
that therefore a man must make no distinction between 
people. He said, for example, that we must love our 
neighbour, but these words do not prove anything, for it 
is impossible to love all. I love my wife, my children, 
and all love some, and do not love others. It is easy 
enough to say, Love thy neighbour. Who is thy neigh- 
bour? And if it does not say who is a neighbour, noth- 
ing is said, and nothing but words are left. 

To this Jesus replies by citing the Samaritan and what 
he did. He does not say who is a neighbour, but chooses 
one who is farthest removed from the Jews, a Samaritan, 
and says what he did, and in reply says, Do likewise. 

The discussion as to who is a neighbour is a snare which 
entices away from the truth, and, in order not to fall into 
it, it is necessary not to discuss, but to act. This is the 
offence of the leaven of the Sadducees and the Herodians. 


Matt. xvi. 21. From 21. And Jesus began 


21. "Awd rbre #péaro 
6 “Inoots decxvbev rots 
pabnrats abrod, Sri det 
aurov daeNOetv els ‘Tepo- 
obdupa, 

22. Elray, “Ore Se? 
Tov vldy Tov avOpdmov 
moNNd maety, Kal drro- 
SoxiacOjvar amd Top 
mpecBuTépwv Kal dpxue- 
péwy Kal ypauparéwy, 
kal droxravOjvat, kal 7 
tplrn huepa &yepOjva. 


that time forth began 
Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, 


22. Saying, The Son of 
man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected 
of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and 
be slain, and be raised 
the third day. 


to tell his disciples that 
he had to go to Jeru- 
salem, 


22. For the son of man 
must suffer much, and 
be rejected by elders 
priests, and _ learne 
men, and be slain, and 
be raised after three 
days. 


In Matthew it says that Jesus announced that he had 
to go to Jerusalem and suffer there and be killed, and so 
forth. In Mark it says that the son of man was to suffer, 
be killed, and raised. 

Jesus calls himself the son of man when he under- 
stands by himself his divine essence, which is common to 


all men. 


Even thus we must understand it here. 
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Jesus at the same time says that first he, Jesus, would 
have to suffer much, and be killed, and be raised from 
the dead in the spiritual sense; he also says that the 
comprehension of the son of man will be rejected, before 


it is raised and accepted. 


32. Kal rappnola rop 
Abyor ddd. Kal rpoc- 
AaBduevos avrov 6 Ilér pos 
Hptaro émirisay aire. 

38. ‘O 6é ériorpadels, 
kal ldwy rods pwabdnras 
atrod, érerlunoe T@ 
Tlérpw, Aéywv, “Trae 
émlow wou, Darava: ore 
od ppovets Ta Tod Geod, 
GAG TA TOY GVOpwTwr. 


9. Odxi SwHdexd elo 
Opa. THs Nuépas ; édy Tis 
mepimarh év TH Nuépa, 
od mpooxdrra, bre 7d 
pes Tod Kbouou TovToU 
Bréret: 

10. ’Edy 5é ris mepi- 
mary év TH vuKTl, mpo- 
oxbrre, br. Td Pas ovK 
Zor év abr@. 


John i. 
go into Judea again. 


Mark viti. 32. And 
he spake that saying 
openly. And Peter took 
him, and began to re- 
buke him. 


33. But when he had 
turned about and looked 
on his disciples, he re- 
buked Peter, saying, Get 
thee behind me, Satan: 
for thou savourest not 
the things that be of 
God, but the things that 
be of men. 


John xi. 9. Are there 
not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk 
in the day, he stumbleth 
not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. 


10. But if a man walk 
in the night, he stum- 
bleth, because there is 
no light in him. 


32. And he spoke these 
words with confidence. 
And taking him by the 
hand, Simon Peter be- 
gan to hold him back. 


33. But when he had 
turned around and 
looked at his disciples, 
he rebuked Simon Peter, 
saying, Get away from 
me, offender. Thou en- 
ticest me away from the 
truth, for thou dost not 
think of what is divine, 
but what is human. 

9. There are twelve 
hours in the day. And 
if thou walkest in the 
day, thou dost not stum- 
ble, for it is light. 


10. But if thou walkest 
in the night, thou stum- 
blest, for thou dost not 
see the light. 


7. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us 


8. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought 
to stone thee ; and goest thou thither again? 


And to Peter’s remark, Jesus replies, Thou wantest to 


allure me away from the truth and light. 


If I am going 


to consider what is dangerous for me, and what not, if 
I am going to reflect as to what will come to me as a 
result of my act in my carnal life, I shall go from the 
light into the darkness, and then I shall perish, for 
he who walks in the light does not stumble. This is 
the first example of enticing away from the truth. Jesus 
calls this an offence. It is the offence of the leaven of 
the Sadducees. And to this offence Jesus replies that, 
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on the contrary, what turns out to be reasonable accord- 
ing to our carnal considerations, is nothing but the dark- 
ness, and that only spirit is light, for which there can be 
no errors and no stumbling-blocks. 


34. Kal mpooxadeod- 
pevos Tov Sxdov adv Tors 
wabnrais adrod, elmer av- 
rots, Ooris Oéder drrlow 
pov édOety, dmraprncdcbw 
éavTov, Kal dpadrw roy 
orTaupoy abtrov, Kal dKo- 
Novbelrw [0L. 

85. “Os yap ay Ody 
Thy puxhy atrov cwcat, 
drodéce airhy: bs 5 av 
dmodéon Thy puxhv av- 
Tov Evexevy éuov Kal Tod 
evayyeNlov, obros cuwoe 
aurHy. 

18. Kal Zpxovra 
Zaddoveaior rpds avrov, 
olrives Déyouo.w dayvd- 
crac. ph elvat: Kal 
érnpwtnoav avrov, é- 
yovTes, 

19. Avddoxare, Mwofjs 
eypayev hulv, Sri édv 
Tivos ddehpds drobavy, 
kal katadlry ‘yuvatka, 
kal téxva ph apy, wa 
AdBy 6 ddeApds avdrod 
Thy yuvatka avrov, Kal 
éavacrhon omépua TH 
GdeEXP@ avrod. 

20. ‘Erra ody ddedgol 
hoav: xal 6 rpGros édaBe 
yuvaixa, kal drobvicKwy 
ovK adfxe omépua: 

21. Kal 6 devrepos 
ZraBev abrhy, cal dré& 
Gave, kal ovdé avrods 
apijke omépua: Kal 6 
tplros woatrws: 

22. Kal €\aBov abriyy 
ot érrd, kal ovx ddfxay 
onépua. doxarn wdvTwy 
amr ébave kal 4 yuv7. 


Mark viti. 34. And 
when he had called the 
people unto him with 
his disciples also, he 
said unto them, Whoso- 
ever will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, 
and follow me. 


35. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake 


and the gospel’s, the 
same shall save it. 
Mark xii. 18. Then 


come unto him the Sad- 
ducees, which say there 
is no resurrection, and 
they asked him, saying, 


19. Master, Moses 
wrote unto us, If a 
man’s brother die, and 
leave his wife behind 
him, and leave no chil- 
dren, that his brother 
should take his wife, 
and raise up seed unto 
his brother. 


20. Now there were 
seven brethren: and the 
first took a wife, and 
dying left no seed. 


21. And the second 
took her, and_ died, 
neither left he any seed: 
and the third likewise. 


22. And the seven had 
her, and left no seed: 
last of all the woman 
died also. 


34. And he called the 
people with his disci- 
ples, and said to them, 
He who wants to walk 
according to me, let him 
deny himself (let him 
take the cross and follow 
me). 


35. For he who wants 
to save his earthly life, 
will lose the true life; 
and he who will lose the 
earthly life for me and 
the true good, will save 
it. 


18. Then the Sadducees 
came tohim, They told 
him, on the contrary, 
that there would be no 
awakening of life, and 
began to ask him, 


19. Teacher, Moses said 
that if one dies and 
leaves no children, then 
the brother is to take the 
wife of him who died, 
to raise up a descent to 
his brother. 


20. There were seven 
brothers, and the first 
married and died, and 
had no children, and left 
his wife to his brother. 


21. And similarly the 
second and the third, 


22. Up to the seventh. 
After all of these the 
woman died. 


HARMONIZED 


23. ’Ev rH ody dva- 
ordca, 8rayv dvacr aot, 
tlvos abr&v crac yuvy ; 
ot yap érTa €axov abrhy 
yuvatka. 

24. Kal daroxpiBels 6 
"Inoois elev avrots, OU 
bua TodTo rhavae Ge, a) 
elddres Tas ypadas, unde 
Thy Sbvaptv Tod Geod ; 

34. Ol viol rod aldvos 
TovTov Yyapuotor Kal éx- 
yaploKovrat: 

35. Ol d¢ carakwwhév- 
Tes Tov al@vos éxelvov 
Tuxely, Kal THs dva- 
oTdoews TIS ék vEeKpOr, 
ore yapodowy otre éxya- 
ploKovrat: 

36. Otre yap dmoba- 
vety €re SUvavTa: isdy- 
yedou yap elo., Kal viol 
ela. TOU Geod, THs dva- 
ordoews viol dvres. 


83. Kat dxovcavres of 
Bxro. eEerdAjocovro éri 
TH didaxq adbrod. 

39. Aroxpibévres dé 
Ties TOV Ypappatéwy 
elrrov, Acddoxade, Kad@s 
elvras. 

40. Ovx ere Se érdr- 
pwv érepwray abrov 
ovdé. 


23. In the resurrection 
therefore, when they 
shall rise, whose wife 
shall she be of them? 
for the seven had her 
to wife. 


24. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto them, Do 
ye not therefore err, be- 
cause ye know not the 
Scriptures, neither the 
power of God? 


Luke xx. 34. The chil- 
dren of this world 
marry, and are given 
in marriage: 

35. But they which shall 
be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, and 
the resurrection ‘from 
the dead, neither marry, 
nor are given in mar- 
riage: 


36. Neither can they 
die any more: for they 
are equal unto the an- 

els;> and are the chil- 

ren of God, being the 
children of the resurrec- 


tion. 
Matt. xcxii. 33. And 
when the multitude 


heard this, they were as- 
tonished at his doctrine. 
Luke xx. 39. Then cer- 
tain of the scribes an- 
swering said, Master, 
thou hast well said. 


40. And after that they 
durst not ask him any 
question at all. 


AND TRANSLATED 
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23. Whose wife will 
she be in the resurrec- 
tion, when they will rise 
ie life? All seven had 

er. 


24. And Jesus replied 
to them, You are mixed; 
you do not understand 
the Scripture and the 
power of God. 


34. Men of this life 
marry, and women are 
given in marriage: 


35. But those who be- 
come worthy of the 
other life and of the 
reéstablishment from 
the dead neither marry, 
nor are given in mar- 
riage. 


36. For they cannot 
die again; for they be- 
come the will of God: 
they become the chil- 
dren of God and the 
children of the reéstab- 
lishment. 

33. And the people 
marvelled at his teach- 
ing. 


39. And many of the 
learned said, Teacher, 
thou art right. 


40. And they did not 
dare to ask him again. 


(a) In Matthew it says o/ eyovres Hi) elvae avaoraow. 


In Mark, ofrwes Aéyovow avactacw pn elvat. 


Accord- 


ing to Matthew, we should have to translate, They said 
that there was not; according to Mark, Those who say. 
According to Luke, of Adyovtes avdotacw pi eivas. 
Luke’s version defines the meaning of the words, The 
Sadducees came to deny his teaching about the resurrec- 


tion. 


The word resurrection can by no means be left with 
the significance which it has with us, a vivification after 
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death; in Greek it has a different meaning, not from the 
way the Sadducees understand it, but from the definition 
given to it by Jesus. 

(b) In Matthew, Like the angels of God; in Mark, 
Like the angels in heaven; in Luke, icdyyedou yap eon, 
equal to angels. I translate by, They become the will of 
God. 


No matter what the Sadducees may understand by the 
reéstablishment a&vdoraors, which is incorrectly translated 
by resurrection, for in many other places dvdoraous, as 
here, means the raising of descendants; whatever they 
may have understood, Jesus clearly and precisely says 
that he understands by avdoracis those who ove yap 
aro0aveiy Svvavtat, who cannot die. 

Life in the spirit is the only awakening of life, of 
which Jesus speaks. The Sadducees know it and under- 
stand it, but they want to show him the contradictoriness 
of his teaching. Leaning on the letter of the law of 
Moses, and on his words about marriage, according to 
the meaning of which he has to admit the marriage of 
widows, they say to him that the resurrection is sense- 
less, for it is impossible to imagine all as risen from the 
dead. They express the same idea which a modern 
materialist would express in regard to the teaching of the 
resurrection. The particles of matter cannot return to 
all bodies, for the same particles formed the bodies of 
many. To this objection of materialism, to this same 
materialistic argument, Jesus replies by explaining what 
it is he understands by the reéstablishment of life. 

The reéstablishment of life consists in this, that the 
life of men is united with the will of God,— man be- 
comes the will of God, and so it is impossible to speak 
of the marital relations of the will of God. For the man 
of the spirit, who has risen, as Jesus understands the 
resurrection, there can be no question of marital relations. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


aba 


And explaining the concept of the reéstablishment of life, 


he says: 


31. Ilept dé ris dva- 
oTdoews TOY vexpGv, ovK 
avéyvwre Td pnbev dbuiv 
td Tod Qeot, Néyorros, 


Matt. xxii. 31, But as 
touching the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, have 
ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by 


31. But as to the wa- 
kening of the dead, 
have you not read the 
word of God spoken to 
you? He said. 


God, saying, 


In Matthew it speaks of the reéstablishment of the 
dead; in Mark and in Luke it says e/povras of vexpoil, 
that is, the idea of the resurrection is again expressed by 
the word of the wakening from sleep, the same word which 
is several times used in John to express the regeneration 
by the spirit. Generally this passage is understood to 
mean that Jesus is disputing some idea of the resurrec- 
tion, as it existed among the Pharisees. Without enter- 
ing into the historical investigations, which prove that 
such a conception did not exist, the discourse itself, both 
in the beginning of the discourse and in this place, shows 
that the discourse has reference to the teaching of Christ 
about the reéstablishment from the dead, and by no 
means about some unknown teaching of the Pharisees. 
And in this place Jesus explains his teaching with the 
help of the Scripture. 


Matt. xxii. 32.1 am 
the God of Abraham, 


32. I am the God of 


2. Ryd elus 6 
Berghe eis 2008 Abraham, and the God 


*ABpadp, Kat 6 Oecds 


*Ioadk, kal 6 Oeds “Ia- 
KWB;? ovK EoTiv 6 Oeds 
Oeds vexp@v, adda Fby- 
TWD. 

38. Idvres yap aire 


and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob? 
God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the liv- 
ing. 


Luke xx. 38. For all 
live unto him. 


of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. God is not the 
God of the dead, but of 
the living. 


38. For all are living 
to him. 


(Gor. 


This passage, one of the most significant on account of 
the clearness of exposition and the unity of the thought 
with the whole teaching, as expounded in the Gospel of 
John, is completely lost in the crude conception of the 
church. The radical mistake is made in supposing that 
the Pharisees believed in the resurrection, and the Sad- 
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ducees did not, and that the whole passage is dealing 
with an elucidation of the difference of view-points of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. 

No matter how accustomed one may have become to 
the insipidity of the church interpretations, one cannot 
help but be each time terrified anew at the manifestations 
of this lack of comprehension. The whole passage is 
interpreted in relation to the difference of opinion as held 
by the Pharisees and the Sadducees. But what the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees are no one knows. 

In the Acts of the Apostles there is this passage : 


XXIII. 7. And when he had so said, there arose a dissension 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was 
divided. 

8. For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither 
angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 


And on this passage, which does not at all mean that 
the belief in immortality formed the peculiarity of the 
teaching of the Pharisees, but only that certain Pharisees, 
like Paul, believed in the resurrection, on this verse 
is based the interpretation that the discourse of Jesus 
is not concerning the teaching of life, but that Jesus is 
suddenly becoming the advocate of the teaching of the 
Pharisees. And the clear and profound passage, which 
unquestionably denies the destruction in death and the 
future life, is understood as a teaching of the future life 
and of angels. 


This is what the church says (pp. 409-413): 


The Sadducees: Who say that there is no resurrection. The 
resurrection is the miraculous calling of the dead body to life, 
through the union with the soul of the dead body, such as will 
be the universal resurrection at the end of the world. The Sad- 
ducees rejected not only the resurrection itself, but also the 
future life and the existence of the soul after death separately 
from the body, and the existence of spirits and angels. They 
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were ruder than the Pharisees, being completely given to 
material things. The law of Moses concerning the levirate 
marriage, pointed out by the Sadducees, had for its purpose the 
prevention of the cessation of issue, which was regarded as a 
misfortune by the Jews. According to this law, the brother of 
the deceased man had to take his widow unto himself, and the 
first-born of their male issue was considered to be the son of 
the deceased man, and thus established the continuation of the 
race. 

Now there were seven brethren, etc. : In approaching the Saviour, 
the Sadducees do not begin to speak to him directly about the 
resurrection, but invent a story and tell an incident which, in my 
opinion, has never happened, hoping to puzzle him and to over- 
throw both the possibility of the resurrection and of what the 
Saviour thought it would be. 

Lest he should ask why seven had one wife, the Sadducees 
refer to Moses, though their whole story, in my opinion, was a 
mere invention. For the third one would not have taken her, 
seeing that two husbands had already died with her; and if the 
third brother had taken her, the fourth and the fifth would have 
refused her; and if these had agreed, the sixth and the seventh 
would certainly have declined her: they would have turned away 
from her, fearing the same fate, for the Jews were prone to ex- 
press such fear. But why did the Sadducees invent seven hus- 
bands, and not two or three, for the one woman? They hoped 
so much the more to ridicule his teaching of the resurrection. 
And so they said, All had her, thinking that after that he would 
not have anything to say. In pointing to the law of Moses and 
showing the difficulty in harmonizing this law with the idea of 
the resurrection, the Sadducees let him know that, in their 
opinion, the idea of the resurrection is incompatible (if not in 
direct opposition) with the law itself, which was given by God 
as a guidance into faith. 

Do ye not therefore err, etc.: In solving the misunderstanding, 
the Lord shows that the denial of the resurrection of the dead 
by the Sadducees, which is apparently based on the law, is an 
error due to their incorrect understanding of (1) the Scripture, 
(2) the power or mightiness of God. They refer to Moses and 
to the law, as though they knew it, and the Saviour, on the con- 
trary, shows them that their very question betrayed their igno- 
rance of the Scripture. This is the very reason why they tempted 
him, for they did not properly comprehend the Scripture, and did 
not know the power of God, of which so many examples had been 
presented to you (the Sadducees), and yet you have not come to 
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know it either from the Scripture, or from the general principles 
of reason. For it is possible to know even from the general 
principles of reason that everything is possible to God. This 
ignorance of the Scripture found its expression in this, that they 
imagined that the order of things would always be the same as 
at present, that it would always be necessary to marry and get 
married. For example, in the Old Testament it does not say any- 
where that things would be the same after the resurrection; the 
Sadducees invented this themselves and found in it an incom- 
patibility with the Scripture. The Lord points out this their 
false representation, showing that after the resurrection there 
would be a different order of life. 

The Sadducees’ ignorance of the power of God expressed itself 
in this, that they denied the possibility of the resurrection of the 
corruptible body, which has turned to dust. The Lord shows 
them their error, proving the reality of the resurrection from the 
Scripture. 

Neither marry, nor are given in marriage: There will be no 
continuation of the race, consequently there is no need of marry- 
ing, or being given in marriage, although the difference of the 
sexes will be preserved. 

Equal unto the angels: After the resurrection men will live and 
be related to each other as are the angels of God. However, the 
children of the resurrection are not called angels, because they 
will not marry, but they will not marry, because they will be like 
the angels. 

And the resurrection from the dead, etc.: The Lord borrows the 
proof of the reality of the resurrection of the dead, which 
the Sadducees deny, from the Scriptures of Moses, since the Sad- 
ducees in their question pointed to Moses. The passage is taken 
from the Book of Exodus, and contains the words of God himself, 
said to Moses in the burning bush. 

Not the God of the dead, but of the living: God is not the God 
of those who do not exist and are completely annihilated, who 
will never rise from the dead. For he did not say of himself, I 
was, but I am the God of the existing and the living. As Adam, 
though he was alive on the day when he ate of the fruit of the 
tree, was subject to death immediately after the sentence of God’s 
judgment, so the forefathers, though they died, remained alive 
according to the promise of the resurrection. 

There are passages in the Old Testament, and other clear 
indications, in which mention is made of the resurrection, but 
the Saviour points only to one place in the Book of Moses, 
since the Sadducees made reference only to Moses. 
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To Reuss, too, this passage seems strange, and he cau- 
tiously expresses the idea that possibly these words have 
no senseless meaning (Vol. I, pp. 573 and 574): 


La réponse de Jésus est double. Il se prononce d’abord sur 
la question spéciale qui lui est posée ; en second lieu, il affirme la 
croyance a la vie future comme implicitement enseignée dans un 
texte sacré que les Sadducéens eux-mémes ne pouvaient pas ré- 
cuser. Subsidiairement il en appelle & la puissance de Dieu, 
comme devant et pouvant écarter toutes les objections de l’in- 
crédulité. 

ll déclare donc que les rapports sexuels ne subsistent que dans 
le monde actuel et pour lui. La vie future n’étant plus sujette & 
la mort, la nécessité de conserver ’humanité par la propagation 
des individus et la succession des générations n’existe plus. La 
question posée par les interlocuteurs est donc parfaitement 
oiseuse. Quand il est dit que les ressuscités sont semblables aux 
anges, cela doit étre entendu de l’immortalité. Ona eu bien tort 
d’en conclure qu’il a voulu dire que les anges sont sans sexe 
(comp. Gen. vi. 3). C’est la une thése que Jésus ne songeait ni 
a affirmer, ni a examiner. 

Quant a la seconde partie de la réponse, qui n’avait pas été 
directement provoquée par les interlocuteurs, on pourrait étre 
tenté de croire qu’elle appartient & une autre occasion ou qu’elle 
trahit du moins quelque lacune dans le présent récit. Cependant 
il n’était pas trop difficile de reconnaitre que la question des 
Sadducéens n’avait point été inspirée par un scrupule théologique, 
par un doute concernant l’application d’un principe, mais bien 
par un scepticisme frivole qui s’attaquait a la base méme du 
dogme. Jésus était donc non-seulement autorisé 4 toucher au 
fond de la chose, mais sa réplique n’était compléte et décisive 
quautant quw’il le faisait. 

Cette derniére partie de la réponse est remarquable 4 plusieurs 
égards. A premiére vue, on pourrait dire qu’elle ne prouve pas 
grand’chose, tout le monde sachant que la locution biblique citée 
par lui (d’aprés Exod. iii. 6) signifie proprement: le Dieu déja 
adoré par les péres et restant éternellement le méme pour leurs 
descendants. D’aprés le sens littéral et historique de cette 
phrase, il n’y est pas question d’immortalité et encore moins de 
résurrection. Il y a plus. Le fait que Jésus ne trouve, dans 
tout Ancien Testament, rien de plus explicite 4 citer en faveur 
de la @ertitude d’une vie future, prouve que cette idée si impor- 
tante & la religion était réellement étrangeére & l’enseignement des 
prophétes. 
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Malgré cela, il nous semble que son raisonnement exégétique, 
tout libre et subjectif qu’il est, a une grande portée. D’abord il 
faut bien remarquer qu’il aboutit & prouver non point la résurrec- 
tion, mais l’immortalite, ce qui est tout autre chose et appartient 
4 un ordre d’idées plus familiéres au christianisine qu’au judaisme. 
Jésus ne dit pas, et ne pouvait pas dire, que les Patriarches 
étaient ressuscités; il affirme qu’ils ne sont pas morts. Ensuite, 
quand on va au fond du raisonnement et qu’on l|’examine au 
point de vue théologique, on reconnait qu’il proclame I|’indes- 
tructibilité de toute vie qui reste en communion avec Dieu, 
puisque les patriarches étaient, pour le peuple comme pour les 
écoles, les types de ’homme réalisant Vidéal religieux et pou- 
vaient ainsi servir d’éléments 4 une démonstration théologique 
du genre indiqué. Cette idée a été développée plus tard par 
Paul. 


Again, as in the case of the sly question of the Phari- 
sees and the Herodians concerning the tribute, to which 
it seemed that no other answer could be given than, Yes, 
or, No, Jesus replies directly to the temptation of the 
Sadducees, and expresses his teaching. And he not only 
gives expression to his whole teaching, but does it in such 
a way as not to offend any one, by turning the question 
against those who ask him. They see themselves that 
they are guilty and have obtained the very opposite result 
of what they expected. The Pharisees and the Herodians 
thought, He will not get out of this. If he condemns the 
kings and the power, he will be guilty toward the kings 
and toward his teaching in that he condemns; and if he 
approves submission to the power, he destroys his teach- 
ing. But he answers, without cunning, everything he 
knows about giving the money back to one, or not giving 
it back: I never said anything, or wished to judge you in 
matters of inheritance or disputes. 

Questions of earth are decided in an earthly fashion, 
but the divine question is the only one about which I 
teach: Give what is God’s to no one but to God, conse- 
quently, not even to a king, if his demand is contrary to 
God, And the question is turned against them, 
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The Sadducees make fun of the resurrection, and prove 
to him that the resurrection from the dead is foolish. 

He tells them what the reéstablishment from death 
means. The reéstablishment from death is the life in 
God. For the life in God marriages mean nothing, and 
it is unnecessary to regard the reéstablishment of life 
as an awakening of the dead; it has to be understood as 
an awakening of the true life in the carnal life, and its 
union with God. For God there is no time, and so, in 
uniting with God, man passes out of time, consequently, 
out of death. If the deceased Abraham was united with 
God, he has remained with God. And if there is a God, 
there is also Abraham. And if Jesus, as he said in the 
discourse of John x., united with God, he could say 
that before Abraham was, he is. This is the positive 
side of the teaching, as expressed in this passage; but 
there is also another side, the negative, —the destruction 
of the offence, the leaven of the Sadducees; this is also 
expressed in this place, and it is generally left out, though 
it destroys all the errors which are based on the falsely 
understood teaching of Christ. 

The Sadducees represent to themselves the regeneration 
of life, taught by Jesus, as a continuation in the flesh, in 
time and in space, of the same carnal life, as we know it. 

This is the very conception of the future life as formed 
in all mystical church teachings, and this conception is 
the very leaven of the Sadducees, against which Jesus 
warns us. He firmly and clearly rejects this doctrine. 
After this place it is impossible to base the doctrine 
of the future life in the body on the teaching of Christ. 
It is possible to believe in such a doctrine, but it is 
not possible to base it on the teaching of Jesus. In 
all the didactic passages of Jesus, where he defines what 
he means by the true life, he speaks of the life which 
does not depend on time, or on space; but here he 
says directly that it is impossible and wrong to under- 
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stand his teaching as a teaching of life in time and space. 
The question of the Sadducees expresses only in a coarse 
form what the mystics and the churches say, when they 
describe the future life in the kingdom of heaven. 

To this representation of the future life, Jesus replies. 
One side of the teaching consists in rejecting the carnal 
life, for the true life is the life in the will of God. 
Life consists in uniting with God, and for him who has 
united his life with God there is no past and no future. 

And the other side is this, that every representation of 
the future shows that a man has not come to understand 
what the true life means. 


84. Ol 62é Papicator Matt. xeii, 34. But 34, But when the Phar- 
ee eng. iuwoe When the Pharisees had isees heard that he had 
ind heard that he had put put the Sadducees to 
Tovs Zaddovxalous, suy- the Sadduceestosilence, silence, they united. 
HXOnoav earl 7d airs: they were gathered to- 
gether. 


(a) cvvnxOnoav eri To avté really means they came 
together in one place; here it means, they wnited, that is, 
first the Pharisees had tempted him, and then the Saddu- 
cees, but now the next question is put by both together. 


A whole series of offences presents itself to Jesus. 

(1) The disciples wanted to wreak their vengeance on 
those who did not receive Christ. He said to them, You 
do not understand the meaning of the teaching. 

(2) Peter begged him to consider the danger of his 
journey to Jerusalem. 

To this Jesus replied that it is an offence to reflect on 
the danger, that not a hair will fall from a man’s head 
without the will of God, and that a man can be guided 
only by the inner light, and not by reflection, — for 
reflection is darkness. 

This is the first answer, and it refers to all the other 
offences, including them. 
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(3) The tax-collectors could have led into an offence 
both him and all those mendicants who lived in the will 
of God according to the teaching of Jesus. And Jesus 
said that according to the fifth rule, which is, that no 
distinction be made between the nations, the children 
of God are under no obligation to any one; and he 
said also that, in order that there be no offence, it was 
necessary to carry out the rule of non-resistance to 
evil, and, in order to free others from the offence, it 
was better to work and give what was demanded than 
to refuse it. 

(4) Christ’s disciples remark that such a submission 
to evil may increase the evil, and that one may have 
to forgive seven times each day. To this Jesus says 
that the reflection is unnecessary. Reflection is an 
offence, and it is necessary to forgive according to the 
first rule: Be not angry, and if thou hast quarrelled, 
make thy peace. 

(5) The Pharisees want to permit the legal remarrying. 
Jesus replies that. this is an offence against oneself, 
against the wife, and against the other. The disciples 
discuss, saying, If so, it is better not to marry. Jesus 
says, Reflection is an offence, and we must cease causing 
offences; there is no need of reflecting on what is better, 
what worse, but we should carry out the second rule, 
which is, that we must not look upon woman as a carnal 
solace. 

(6) A man of the people asks Jesus to judge in 
matters of his inheritance. Jesus says that a man 
who takes upon himself to judge is given to the offence 
of reflection. According to the fourth rule, Give every- 
thing which they take from thee. 

(7) The Pharisees bring the adulteress, and ask, Has 
she done well? And ought she not to be punished, so 
as to correct her? He says, I cannot discuss this; I 
know that she has not done right, and I wish she would 
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not do it again; but the reflection on the usefulness 
of punishment can bring us only to the offence of pun- 
ishing. The answer is in the fourth rule: Do not resist 
evil, do not judge. 

(8) The lawyer of the Pharisees apparently wants 
to lead Jesus to committing an offence, and so discusses 
the impossibility of forgiving all men and doing good to 
all men, because all men are not of one nation, and there 
are enemies. To this Jesus replies with a parable, which 
explains the fifth rule about all men being the children 
of one Father. 

(9) The Pharisees gather with the Herodians, wishing 
to make him express himself concerning authority. He 
said, Give the tribute, in order not to cause them to give 
offence, but evidently he regards the tribute as unneces- 
sary. So let him say whether the tribute should be paid, 
or not. According to the fifth rule the children of God 
do not know the distinction of kings and kingdoms, and 
so tribute ought not to be paid, but if the question is 
whether thou shouldst give to Cesar, or to John, or 
to anybody else, give everything, but give thy soul 
to none but God the Father. 

(10) The Sadducees philosophize and prove that the 
teaching about the eternal life is impossible, and to the 
offence, to the reflection, he replies that there is no future 
and no past life, but a life for which there is no past and 
no future. In all the offences the Pharisees are the chief 
offenders. The Herodians offended with the tribute at 
Capernaum ; the Sadducees offended with their speech 
about the resurrection ; the Pharisees again offended with 
their discourse about divorce and about the judgment 
over the adulteress, and later, uniting with the Herodians, 
they offended with the question as to the payment of tribute 
to Cesar. But now, after the answer to the Sadducees, 
they united with them, and together put the chief question, 
in order to lead him into committing an offence. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


187 


THE CHIEF COMMANDMENTS 


35. Kal érnpwrncev 
els é& atT&y voutkds, 
meipavwy avrdov, kal 
A€ywr, 

36, AvddoKxanre, rola év- 
TOAH meyarn Ev TH vduw ; 

37. ‘O 6é’Inoods eiev 
atT@, 

29. “Ore mpérn ma- 
cay Trav évTodG?, 
““Axove, "Iopah\- Kv- 
ptos 6 Geds Hudv Kipros 
els éort. 

80. Kat dyarnoes 
Kvpiov tov Oebv cov 
éd\ns Tihs Kapdlas cov, 
kal é 8dns THs PuxAs 
cov, kal €& dns THs dta- 
volas cov, kat é€& éddns 
THs isxvos cov.’ airy 
TpwrTn évTod7. 


Matt. xxii. 35. Then 
one of them, which was 
a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, 
and saying, 

36. Master, which is 
the great commandment 
in the law? 


37. 
him, 


Mark xii. 29. The first 
of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; 
The Lorde our God is 
one Lord: 


Jesus said unto 


30. And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all 
thy strength: this is the 
first commandment. 


35. And of them, a 
lawyer, tempting him, 
said, 


36. Teacher, which is 
the greatest command- 
ment in the law? 


37. And Jesus said to 
him, 
29. The first thing is, 


the Lord our God is the 
only Lord. 


30. And thou wilt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength. This 
is the chief command- 
ment, 


(a) xUpios we are in the habit of translating without 


ascribing any especial meaning to this word, except that 
of politeness, whereas it has a definite meaning. The 
word means master, lord, in whose power you are, whose 
power you feel. Jesus understands by the word «vptos 
not God in heaven, but that lord whose power you always 
feel; that he thus understands it, and not otherwise, is 
clear from the following: 

Matt. xxii. 43. Ids ody Aa Bld év rvevpate Kvpiov av- 
Tov Karel, Aéywr, ‘ Kisrev 6 Kvpios TO Kupim mov,. . . € 
ovv AaBl6 kare adrov Kipiov, 1as vids avTOd éaTL; 


In order to answer the question of the Sadducees and 
of the Pharisees, Jesus chooses passages from two books 
of the Pentateuch, from Deuteronomy and Leviticus, 
which are in no way connected by the books of Moses, 
and connects them in his own way, that is, expresses an 
entirely new teaching, which has nothing in common 
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with that of Moses, by merely making use of these words 
of the Pentateuch. 


2 dol Matt. xxii. 31. And the 31. And the second is 
Be ee ow second is like, namely like it: Thou wilt love 
CHOUD yarnges TOY this, Thou shalt love thy thy neighbour as him. 
mAnolov cov ws ceavTdy.’ neighbour as thyself.s 


(a) In the majority of texts, in Griesbach’s opinion, we 
ought to read éavrev and not ceavtor. 


This variant, which seems strange, on account of our 
habit of reading this best known verse of the Gospel as, 
As thyself, becomes necessary the moment we stop to 
reflect upon it. First of all we must well understand 
the meaning of this passage. The Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, uniting, demanded of Jesus that he should 
express his teaching in one commandment, and that he 
should express it in the words of the law. To say, Love 
the Lord thy God, and, at that, with all thy heart, thy 
mind, etc., and then suddenly to say, Love thy neighbour 
as thyself, would be strange, if it did not say how one is 
to love oneself. In a conversation we may say, I love 
him as myself, but when we define a law, how to love and 
whom to love, it is impossible to assume self-love as the 
foundation and measure of everything, simply because it 
is taken to be known. In the second place, if we read as 
thyself, the two commandments are not connected, — 
they are quite independent of each other, and we get two 
commandments, whereas they asked for one. In the 
third place, according to Griesbach’s texts, we have every- 
where the variant éaurdv, while in Matthew it is given so 
as a correction. If in the Hebrew ceavrdv and éautdv 
have no corresponding distinction, that might also serve 
as a confirmation. In reading as thyself it turns out that 
Jesus says (and we must remember that he does not 
speak in the imperative, but in the future) that the whole 
meaning of his teaching consists in this, that (whether 
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thou wishest, or not) thou wilt love and obey one master, 
the spirit of God in thyself, and that thou wilt love the 
same spirit of God in thy neighbour, for he is also in 


every neighbour of thine. 


40. Ev ratvras Tats 
Ouoly évtodais 8dos 6 
vouos Kal ol mpoparac 
Kpémavrat. 

41. Zuvnypuévwv be 
T&v Papioalwy, émnpw- 
Tnoev avrovs 6 Inaois, 

42. Adywv, Th tyiv 


Ooxet rept Tod Xpiorov; 


Matt. xxii. 40. On 
these two command- 
ments hang all the law 
and the prophets. 


41. While the Phari- 


sees were gathered to- th 


gerber 7 asked 
them, 5 


42. Saying, What think 
ye of Christ? 


Jesus 


40. On these two com- 
mandments depend the 
whole law and _ the 
prophets. 


41. Then Jesus asked 
em, 


42. In your opinion, 
what is Christ? 


(a) I omit the words cuvnyyévor € trav Papicalwr, 
which are obviously wrongly placed here. Jesus is an- 
swering both the Sadducees and the Pharisees. 

(6) Christ, in addition to its direct meaning of one 
anointed, has many definitions which may be found in 
Gospel dictionaries and church writings, but all of these 
definitions have the fault of obscurity and mistiness, 
whereas Jesus is speaking here of something definite. 


In John iv. 25, 26: The Samaritan woman said to 
Jesus, I know that Messiah will come, who is called 
Christ; when he comes, he will announce the good to 
us. And Jesus said, It is I, who am speaking with thee, 
that announce the whole good. 

On another occasion Jesus, having learned from his 
disciples that they recognize him as Christ, confirmed 
this : 

Matt. xvi. 15. Aéyer adtois, “Tuets d& tiva pe Aéyere 
elvar; arroxpibels 5€ Tiwev Iérpos eimre, 2d ef 0 Xpiotos, 
6 vids TOD Mcod Tod CavrTos. 

Mark viii. 29. ’Azroxpibels 5 6 Iérpos Ayes adT@, 2d 
el 6 Xpictos. 

Luke ix. 20. ’Asroxpibels 8& 6 Ilétpos elzre, Tov Xpu- 
orov Tod Becod. 
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These are the two places in the whole four gospels, 
where Jesus calls himself Christ. In all the other places 
it looks as though he cannot, not to say he will not, call 
himself Christ. He evidently calls himself Christ, but 
only in one definite meaning. 

In all the texts, wherever mention is made of Christ, 
we can see this struggle of Jesus with his hearers; they 
want to understand him as Christ in the sense of a man, 
the son of David, who is to come at a certain time, 
whereas he establishes another conception of Christ, 
which is in no relation to time. Only to the Samaritan 
woman, who said, Christ will announce the true good, 
and to Peter, who said, Christ is the son of the God of 
life, did he say, Yes, I am that Christ, who will announce 
the true good, and who is the son of the God of life. 

But in all the other cases he stubbornly denies being 
Christ, Messiah, the son of David. 

In John x. 24 he is told, Do not torment us, if thou 
art Christ, but tell us outright, and he does not answer, 
because, if he speaks outright, as they want him to, he 
will say precisely what he thinks. Even so he does not 
answer at the judgment. More than that: In Matt. xvi. 
20 he, after encouraging Peter for having recognized him 
as Christ in the sense of the son of the God of life, forbids 
his disciples from saying that he, Jesus, is Christ. He is 
Christ in this sense, that with his teaching of the filial 
relation he has announced the true good. But, as Jesus, 
he is not Christ and forbids his disciples to utter this 
blasphemy. Striking is the misconception about the 
teaching of Christ, which began in his lifetime, which 
brought him to the gallows, and which lasts until this 
day. The foundation of the teaching of Christ is the 
teaching of the filial relation of man to God, that which 
is said in the discourse with Nicodemus. 

The question of faith among the masses, among whom 
Jesus preaches, is always one and the same, and always 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 191 
consists in this: We are unfortunate, we perish: who 
will save us, and when, and how? Christ, Messiah, the 
Saviour, all that is one and the same. Jesus says, 
The salvation of man is in himself, in his filial relation 
to God. And this idea he expresses from all sides, try- 
ing to separate it from the coarse conception of salvation 
and happiness in time. And now it is not possible to 
express the idea differently from the way in which he ex- 
pressed it, from all possible sides,— one and the same 
idea of the spirituality of the salvation. And in all the 
forms in which he expressed this idea, it has been turned 
topsyturvy and understood wrongly; either he is taken 
to be Messiah, Christ, God, and he is worshipped, or he is 
crucified for calling himself God. And yet he equally 
rejects those who deify him and those who crucify him. 


42. Tlyos vids éori; 
Aéyouew air@, Tod Aa- 
15 


Blo. 

43. Aéye: adrots, Ids 
oty AaBld év mvevuare 
KUpioy avrdv Kandel, dé- 
yor, 

44. ‘Kirev 5 Kupws 
T@ kuplw pov, Kddov éx 
deE.Gv pov, ~ws av OG 


Matt. xxii. 42. Whose 
son is he? They say 
unto him, The son of 
David 


44, The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sitthou on my 
right hand, till I make 


42. Whether he is a 
son of man? And they 
replied to him, The son 
of David. 

43. And Jesus said to 
them, How, then, does 
David call him his lord 
in the spirit. 


44, The Lord has said 
to my Lord, Be on my 
right hand, till I con- 


thine enemies thy foot- 


quer thy enemies. 
stool ? 7 


rods éxOpovs cov wroméd- 
doy TOv mod gov’; 


This is the first verse of Psalm CX., and the following 
verse does not explain anything. We must assume that 
Jesus quoted these words as meaning that David called 
his Lord Christ the Saviour, and that so the lawyers 
understood it, but it is not the meaning of the verse that 
is important but the exact definition which the word 
Christ receives according to this passage,—a definition 
with which the lawyers and Jesus agree. The meaning 
of the word xvpios is here the same as that of the 
word Christ, the Saviour. The main thing, which we 
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must not forget, is that this passage follows immediately 
after the exposition of the chief commandment, and that 
we get the interpretation of the same word «vpios, which 
serves as the definition of the commandment. To love 
the Lord thy God with all thy strength, and thy neigh- 
bour as him, that is, as this lord. Here it says that this 


lord and saviour was the saviour of David. 


45. El ody AaBid ka- 
Net adrdov Kpiov, was 
vids avrov éo71; 

46. Kal ovdels éd0varo 
avT@ daoxpiOfvar Noyov: 
ovde érédunoé tis am’ 


Matt. xxii. 45. If Da- 
vid then call hime Lord, 
how is he his son? 


46. And no man was 
able to answer him a 
word, neither durst an 
man from that day fort 


45. But if David calls 
him Lord, how can he 
be his son? 


46. And they did not 
dare ask him more. 


ask him any more ques- 


t As nm érre- 
éxelyns THs Nuépas ere pea 


pweTjoa avrov ovKére. 


(a) That is, the Saviour, Christ. 

(0) The last words, And did not dare to ask him any 
more, show clearly that this speech is a continuation of 
the speech in reply to the question, What is the chief 
commandment ? 


This is what the church has to say (p. 416): 


What think ye of Christ? etc.: How do you understand the 
prophecies concerning the Messiah, as to his origin, for such 
prophecies have been given you as a guide. He does not ask 
concerning himself, as the Jews expected he would, lest his 
teaching of his divinity appear inappropriate to them. 

Whose son is he? Of what race was he to come? 

Of David: In accordance with the promises about him, given 
to this forefather, and confirmed later. 

In spirit: From the Holy Ghost, consequently, truly and in- 
controvertibly. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, etc.: The words are taken from 
Psalm CX., in which the might and eternal glory of Messiah are 
represented. (jo, the Father (Jehovah) said to my Lord, his . 
son in humanity (The Lord Jesus Christ). 

Sit thou on my right hand: To sit on the right hand of a king 
designates the favour of the king to him who is sitting, and the 
power of the latter. 
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Till I make thine enemies a footstool: A picture which shows 
Messiah’s power over all his spiritual enemies, and at the same 
time over the world. 

If David then call him, etc.: How will you harmonize this, 
that David calls his son his Lord? The word Lord points to a 
higher dignity in the son of David than in David himself. If 
Messiah is to be only a descendant of David, like the rest; if he 
is to be simply a man, as you, the Jews, think; if he did not yet 
exist when David wrote of him, how could he call him his Lord ? 
And if he was the Lord of David, if he already existed at that 
time, how could he be his descendant? To this question the 
Pharisees could make no reply. The answer would have to be 
like this: According to his human origin, Messiah is a son or 
descendant of David, but according to his divinity, as the incar- 
nate Son of God, he is the Lord of David. But the Pharisees 
did not understand this double relation of Messiah to David, — 
they did not understand, or lost the understanding of the mystery 
of the person of Messiah, as a God-man. Thus a decisive blow 
was given to them, and they no longer dared attack him, for it 
says, From that day forth they durst not ask him any more 
questions. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. L., pp. 577 and 578): 


On se méprend généralement sur le sens de Ja question 
adressée ici par Jésus aux théologiens de son temps. On croit 
qu’il veut revendiquer pour lui-méme un titre et une dignité 
tout & fait supérieurs, qu’il veut, en un mot, leur faire une legon 
de théologie chrétienne. [1 n’est nullement question de tout 
cela. Il aun double but: d’abord, celui de couper court & leurs 
interpellations oiseuses et astucieuses 4 la fois, en leur posant 
a son tour une question qui les mettait dans l’embarras; ensuite, 
celui d’opposer aux notions vulgaires relatives au Messie attendu, 
des notions plus pures et plus spirituelles. Seulement cette der- 
niére intention n’est point formulée ici en termes propres; c’est 
le lecteur chrétien qui doit savoir la découvrir. 

Du reste, ce morceau est combiné de diverses maniéres dans 
nos trois textes avec ceux qui le précédent. Mais au fond il ne 
se rattache directement & aucun d’eux. Nous y voyons, comme 
dans la plupart des autres, un souvenir de la tradition, un ta- 
bleau qui a sa valeur en lui-méme et qui, pour étre bien compris, 
n’a pas besoin d’une fixation chronologique préalable. 

Le vulgaire et les gens d’école appelaient le Messie jils de 
David ; ce terme, & n’en pas douter, avait toujours eu, et avait 
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encore une signification essentiellement politique. C’est & ce 
titre que les prophétes l’avaient consacré; c’est en vue de cette 
notion que Jes contemporains le répétaient & l’envi. Le fils 
et successeur de David qu’on attendait, c’était le restaurateur 
politique de la nation, le triomphateur glorieux, le héros de la 
vengeance et de la nouvelle liberté. Nous n’avons pas besoin 
d’affirmer que Jésus n’avait aucune prétention a le faire valoir 
dans ce sens-li, qui pourtant était le seul sens essentiel et impor- 
tant, soit pour le peuple, soit pour les interprétes lettrés de la loi 
et des prophétes. 

Or, dans un texte généralement expliqué dans le sens mes- 
sianique (Ps. cx. 1), l’auteur, suppose étre David lui-méme, 
appelle le Christ son Seigneur. Comment cela est-il possible, 
si ce Christ devait simplement €tre le successeur, le continu- 
ateur, l’égal du grand roi? La question ainsi posée ne s’était 
jamais produite dans les écoles, et la dialectique des Pharisiens, 
ailleurs si bien exercée a traiter les problemes les plus subtils, se 
trouve prise au dépourvu: ils ne savent que répondre et Jésus 
les laisse 1a. 

Il en résulte, pour nous, que la question ne doit pas se poser 
dans ces termes, ou plutdt que la saine intelligence des voies de 
Dieu dans la conduite de Vhumanité nous révéle comme but 
de celle-ci autre chose que le triomphe d’une nationalité sur les 
autres, et comme guide vers le vrai but, non pas quelqu’un qui 
prendrait pour modéle un héros guerrier de l’antiquité, mais 
quelqu’un dont les qualités et les titres reléveront d’un ordre de 
choses et d’idées absolument différent. Si Jésus dédaigne ici 
de développer cette pensée, c’est qu’il avait maintes fois reconnu 
antérieurement que les gens de l’espéce de ceux qu'il avait devant 
lui, restaient sourds & ses lecons, 


For the interpreters this passage appears detached, and 
its whole meaning for them lies in the finesse of Jesus’ 
dialectics. But, besides being a key to the comprehension 
of what Jesus wanted men to understand by him, it is 
also an elucidation of the whole teaching in the compact- 
est form. 

After all the attempts, disputes, and refutals of the 
teaching of Jesus, the Pharisees and the Sadducees come 
together, and propound to him a question as to how he 
understands the law and the teaching. 
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And he says, There is but one commandment, that is, 


one law of the life of man. 


This law is such that it 


is not a command from without, but has always been and 
will always be, and cannot be otherwise. This lav, is that 
thou wilt love with all thy strength thy lord God, that is, 
the comprehension which is within thee, and thou wilt 
love thy neighbour, because he, too, is the comprehension. 
And there is no other saviour except this lord of life, and 
there was no other in the days of David and of Abraham. 
This lord of life is one in all men at all time. 


OF THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES, THE SADDUCEES, 


AND THE HERODIANS 


6. ‘O dé Inoots elev 
avrots, “Opare kal mpoo- 
éxere Grd THs (buns 
T&v Papicalwy cal Dad- 
Soukalwy. 

7. Ot 5é dteXoylt{ovro 
éy éavrots, Méyovres, Ort 
dprovs ovK éA\dBopev. 

11. I1@s od voetre, bre 
ov tepl Eprov elroy vyiv 
mpocéxey ard THs Sons 
Tov Papicalwy kal Dad- 
Sovxalwy ; 


12. Tére curijxav, 8re 
ov eime mpocéxey ard 
Ths Chuns TOO Eprov, GXAN 
ard rhs Oiaxns Tov 
Papicalwy Kal Daddov- 
kalwy, 

1. “Hptaro déyew 
mpos rovs wabnTras av- 
Tov, IIpGrov mpocéxere 
éaurots amd THs Suns 
Tov Papwalwy, Hris 
éorly vrdxpicts. 

2. Ovdev 5é ocvyKexa- 
Auppévov early, & ovK 
aGroxadupOjoerar Kat 
kpumrov, & od yrwob7- 
oerat. 


Matt. xvi. 6. Then 
Jesus said unto them, 
Take heed and beware 
of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees. 


7. And they reasoned 
among themselves, say- 
ing, It is because we 
have taken no bread. 

11. How is it that ye 
do not understand that 
I spake it not to you 
concerning bread, that 
ye should beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees? 


12. Then understood 
they how that he bade 
them not beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of 
the doctrine of the Phar- 
isees and of the Saddu- 
cees, 


TIuke xii. 1. He began 
to say unto his disciples 
first of all, Beware ye of 
the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, which is hypocrisy. 


2. For there is nothing 
covered, that shall not 
be revealed; neither hid, 
that shall not be known. 


6. And Jesus said, Take 
heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees 
and of the Herodians. 


% The disciples 
thought that he was 
speaking of bread. 


11. Then he said to 
them, Why do you not 
understand that I am 
not epeatsns concerning 
bread; Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, 
of the Sadducees, and of 
the Herodians. 

12. Then they under- 
stood that he was not 
speaking to them that 
they should beware of 
bread, but that he was 
speaking of the teach- 
ing. 


1. But most of all be- 
ware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, for it is 
hypocrisy. 


2. For there is nothing 
covered, that will not be 
revealed; nor hid, that 
will not be known. 
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Having explained his teaching, Jesus warns them 
against the leaven. The word leaven the disciples 
understand in the sense of the teaching, but Jesus 
would have used the word teaching, if that was what 
he meant. Besides, he could not speak of a Herodian 
teaching, for there was no royal Herodian teaching. 
What he is talking about he calls a leaven, that is, what, 
as we should say nowadays, unites with the body and 
completely modifies it. The leaven placed by the woman 
in the trough, which changes the flour, was used as a 
comparison, in order to express what takes place before 
the face of God and before the whole world of men 
from the fact that the comprehension of the good is 
introduced into the world. Jesus uses the same com- 
parison in order to express the principle which, uniting 
with men; produces evil. The same kind of a leaven, — 
the leaven of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Hero- 
dians,— completely changes a man, transposes for him 
what is good and what is bad, and makes the good appear 
bad, and the bad good. And Jesus says that it is neces- 
sary to beware of such leaven. Jesus mentions three 
such leavens, principles of evil, and directs his especial 
attention to the leaven of the Pharisees. In defining it, 
he says that it is hypocrisy, histrionism. 

The leaven of the Sadducees is the leaven of reflection. 

The Sadducees, from what science says of them, are 
men who recognized nothing but the written law. They 
recognized nothing but the life of the earth. Everything 
else they doubted. They led a life of luxury and of 
debauch. 

According to the Gospel they are those who ask for 
tokens, in order that they may believe; they are those 
who ask with a smile, Whose will the wife of seven 
brothers be, in order that they may receive no answer; 
they are those who ask for a precise definition of what 
is a neighbour ; those who do not conceal their ignorance. 
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And so we must by the leaven of the Sadducees under- 
stand the scientific materialism. 

The leaven of the Herodians is the leaven of power. 
The Herodians are those who assume that the violence 
of power is necessary for the good of men; those who, 
considering John to be a saint, imprisoned and _ later 
killed him, in order to please a dancing woman; they 
are those who collect taxes, who judge, punish, and wage 
war; they are those who were glad to see Jesus, but none 
the less crucified him. 

By the leaven of the Herodians we must understand 
the teaching of civil government, jurisprudence. 

The leaven of the Pharisees is the leaven of clericalism. 
The Pharisees, according to the Gospel, are those who 
rebuke people for the non-observance of the Sabbath; 
those who brought the adulteress to punish her; those 
who were always with the Herodians; those who insist 
that it is lawful to change wives, and who bribe Judas 
to betray Christ ; those who pray in a loud voice, thank- 
ing God for being better than anybody else, and those 
who crucify Christ. 

It is to these that Jesus addresses himself mainly, only 
once in his life growing angry as he speaks to them. 
Above all beware of this leaven! 


45. ” AxovovTos 6é rap- Luke wx. 45. Then in 45. And when all the 

is GuNanoteD ~, the audience of all the people understood him, 
TOS TOV Aaov, ETE TOS Heople, he said unto his he said to his disciples, 
padnrais avrod, disciples, 

46. IIpocéyere dws 46. Beware of the 46. Beware of the 


TOV ypapuparéwv. scribes. Pharisees. 


To the last offence of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
who provoked Jesus to explain his principles, he replied, 
but, as before, they did not understand him. He sees 
that even now his simple, clear teaching of what every- 
body knows in himself will not be understood, not because 
people do not know it (people do know it), but because 
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the eyes of men are blinded by the false teaching. And 
he speaks against the chief source of all the errors of 
men, — against the false teaching. 


2. "Emi ris Mwoéws 
Kabédpas éxddicav ol 
ypauparets kai of Pa- 
picatoc: 

3. Ildvra oty boa av 
elmwow buiv THpelv, TH- 
petre kal moletre’ KaTa 
6é Ta Epya altav pun 
movetre. Néyouo. yap kal 
ov To.ovat. 

4. Aeopetovo. yap 
goprla Bapéa Kai duc- 
Bdoraxra, kal éruribéa- 
ow ért rods Guous Tov 
avOpdrwv tp dé da- 


Matt. xxiii. 2. The 
scribes and the Phari- 
sees sit in Moses’ seat: 


3. All therefore what- 
soever they bid you ob- 
serve,¢ that observe and 
do; but do? not ye after 
their works: for they 
say, and do not. 


4, For they bind heavy 
burdens and grievous to 
be borne, and lay them 
on men’s shoulders; but 
they themselves will not 
move them with one of 
their fingers. 


2. The learned men 
and the Pharisees have 
taken up the place of 
Moses, the prophet of 
God. 


3. So that whatever 
they tell you, Observe 
and do, you, following 
their example, do not 
do, because they speak, 
and do not do. 


4. For they bind heavy 
burdens and hard to 
bear, and lay them on 
men’s shoulders; but 
they themselves will not 
move them with one of 
their fingers. 


KTvVAW adTav od Oédovor 
Kivhoa avrd. 


(a) Many texts have not typetre; I put here a comma. 

(b) I translate it by do in the indicative. With the 
customary translation the meaning is not only obscure, 
but even contradictory. It says, Do not according to 
their works, because they speak, and do not do. What 
works are there, if they do not do them? In my opinion, 
it means, Beware of the Pharisees, because they do not 
guide: they only say, Do this. But, as they themselves 
do not do it, follow their example, and do nothing. 


The burdens of the law are hard, and no one observes 
them. The burden of Jesus is light. The discourse is 
still the same, as to why nobody observes the law and 
does works; it is so, because, (1) they speak and do not 
do, and so set no example; (2) because what they order 
you to do is too hard, and this difficulty is of no impor- 
tance to them, since they do not help you to lift the 
burden, 
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5. Ildvra 6@ rd épya 
avrGy mowto. mpos 7d 
OcalFvat Tots dvOpwros. 
traTvvouct O¢ TA puda- 
KThpia avr av, kal meya- 
NUvovoe TA Kpdoreda 
Tév ivarlwy abrav 

6. Piotcl re rhy 
mpwroxdolay éyv Tots 
Belrvois, Kal Tas mpwTo- 
Kadedplas év rats cuva- 
ywryats, 

7. Kal rods doma- 
opovds év Tats dyopats, 
kal kadeto Oar bdr Oy ay- 
Opdrwy, ‘PaBBl, paBBe. 

8. ‘Tuels dé uty Kdy- 
Ore, ‘PaBBl- eis ydp 
éoriv buay 6 KaOnyyThs, 


6 Xpicrds: mdvres Oe 
tpets ddedgol éore. 
9. Kal marépa pn 


Kanéonre tudy érl rijs 
yins' es ydp éorw 6 
marnp vuav, 6 év rots 
ovpavots. 

10. Mynée kdnOjre 
KaOnynrat- els yap 
budy ear 6 Kabnynrhs, 
6 Xpicrés. 

18. Oval dé duty, ypau- 
pares Kal Papicator, 
broxpiral, Ore KAelere 
Thy Bacirelav T&v ov- 
pavGv eumpocbev Tay 
avOpwmrwy: tuets yap ovK 
elaépxerGe, ovdé Tovs 
eloepxomévous adlere 
eloenOetv. 

52. Oval dspuiv rots 
vouskots, Ort pare Thy 
Kdetda THS yvdoews: ad- 
tol ovKx elaondOere, Kal 
tovs elaepxouévous éxw- 
voare. 

15. Oval ducv, ypap- 
bareits Kal Papicator, 
broxpiral, ru mepiayere 
Thy Oddaccav Kal Thy 


Matt. xxiii. 5. But all 
their works they do for 
to be seen of men: they 
make broad their phy- 
lacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their 
garments, 


6. And love the upper- 
most rooms at feasts, 
and the chief seats in 
the synagogues, 


7. And greetings in 
the ‘markets, and to be 
called of men, Rabbi, 
Rabbi. 


8. But be not ye called 
Rabbi: for one is your 
Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren. 


9. And call no man 
your father upon the 
earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in 
heaven. 


10. Neither be ye called 
masters: for one is your 
Master, even Christ. 


13. But woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye shut 
up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for 
ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering 
to go in. 


Luke xi. 52. Woe un- 
to you, lawyers! for ye 
have taken away the key 
of knowledge: ye en- 
tered not in yourselves, 
and them that were en- 
tering in ye hindered. 


Matt. xxiii. 15. Woe 
unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! 


for ye compass sea and 
land to make one pros- 


199 


5. Only that they may 
be seen of men do they 
hang their rosaries over 
their hands, and let out 
the borders of their cas- 
socks and mantles. 


6. And they love to 
take the first place at 
dinners, and the chief 
seats in the churches. 


7. And like to have 
their hands kissed in the 
presence of people, and 
to be called, Master, and, 
Teacher, 


8. But do not call your- 
selves teachers, for you 
have the one teacher, 
Christ; and all you are 
brothers. 


9, And do not call any 
man father upon earth, 
for one is your Father, 
who is in heaven, 


10. And be not called 
masters, for one is your 
pastor, Christ. 


13. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you shut up 
the kingdom of God 
against men: for neither 
do you yourselves go in, 
nor do you let others 
enter. 


52. Woe to you, law- 
yers! for you_ have 
taken away the key of 
the comprehension: you 
have not entered your- 
selves, and you do not 
let others enter. 


15. Wretched you are, 
learned men and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for you 
travel over the earth and 
the seas, to make men 
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Enpdv, movfoat va mpo- 
oy uTov, Kal drav vyé- 
vnTat, movecre avToy vidy 
yeévuns Surbrepov bur. 


16. Oval duty, ddnyol 
tupdol, of Aéyovres, “Os 
av dubon év TY vaw, ov- 
dév éoriv: bs 8 Av bubog 
évy TO Xpvtp Tod vaod, 
bpelrer. 

17. Mwpot cat rupdol- 
tls yap pelfwy early, 6 
xpuabs, 7) 6 vads 6 ayid- 
fwy Toy xpvadby ; 

18. Kal, “Os éap 
bubon ev TQ Ovotacrn- 
ply, obddv éoriw bs 3 
av dudoyn év Te Sdpw 
T@ érdvw adrov, ddel- 
dew. 

19. Mwpol cal rupdol: 
tl yap petfov, Td S&por, 
h 7d Ovo.aorHpiov Td 
ayidgov 7d 5Bpov; 

20. ‘O ofv éudcas év 
T@ Ovovacryply durdte 
év atr@ Kal év waou Tots 
érdvw avrod: 

21. Kal 6 éudcas év 
TH vag duvver év atr@ 
kal év T@ KaToiKodvTe 
avrov: 

22. Kal 6 duédcas év 
T@ odpave duvder év TO 
Opdvp rot Oeod Kal épv 
T@ Kabnuévp érdvw arv- 
TOU. 


elyte;> and when he is 
made, ye make him two- 
fold more the child of 
hell than yourselves. 


16. Woe unto you, ye 
blind guides, which say, 
Whosoever shall swear 
by the temple, it is noth- 
ing; but whosoever shall 
swear by the gold of the 
temple, he is a debtor! 


17. Ye fools and blind: 
for whether is greater, 
the gold, or the temple 


that sanctifieth the 
gold? 
18. And, Whosoever 


shall swear by the altar, 
it is nothing; but who- 
soever sweareth by the 
rift that is upon it, he 
is guilty. 


19. Ye fools and blind: 
for whether is greater, 
the gift, or the altar that 
sanctifieth the gift? 


20. Whoso therefore 
shall swear by the altar, 
sweareth by it, and by 
all things thereon. 


21. And whoso shall 
swear by the temple, 
sweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth 
therein. 


22. And he that shall 
swear by heaven, swear- 
eth by the throne of 
God, and by him that 
sitteth thereon. 
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swear to keep your law 
and obey your authori- 
ties; and when the 

swear, they become chil- 
dren of the abyss, and 
twice as bad as you 
are. 

16. Wretched you are, 
blind guides! You say, 
Who swears by the tem- 
ple, it is nove: but 
whoever swears by the 

old in the temple must 

ulfil. 


17. Foolish and blind 
men! What is greater, 
the gold, or the temple 
which _ sanctifies the 
gold? 


18. And whoever will 
swear by the altar, it is 
nothing: but whoever 
swears by the gift on 
the altar must fulfil. 


19. Foolish and blind 
men! What is greater, 
the altar or the gift? 


20. He who swears by 
the altar, swears also by 
what is upon it. 


21. And whoever 
8wears by the temple, 
Swears by it and by what 
lives in it. 


22, And he who swears 
by heaven, swears by 
the throne of God, and 
by what is over it. 


(a) Verses 11 and 12 are omitted here, as being out of 


place. 


They are put in their proper place. 


The same 


is true of Matt. xxiii. 14: Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you devour widows’ houses, 
and for a pretence make long prayer; therefore ye shall 


receive the greater damnation. 


This verse is out of place 


and adds nothing to what has been said. 
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(6) mpoondvTos was the name given a man who swore 
that he would fulfil the Jewish law. Among the prom- 
ises which the proselytes made was an oath that they 
would obey the authorities. 


Having said that the learned men and the Pharisees 
hinder men from being in the kingdom of God, Jesus 
shows how they shut the door of the kingdom of God, — 
by external forms of faith, by oaths. He says, Why do 
you travel over the earth and the seas, trying to gain be- : 
lievers in your faith by oaths? In the first place, a man 
who in advance promises obedience is worse than he was; 
in the second place, a man cannot swear by anything. 
He says, To say that an oath may be obligatory for a 
man, is the same as saying that the contents can be 
greater than that which contains; that the gold in the 
temple is greater than the temple; that the sacrifice 
which is placed on the altar is greater than the altar; 
that heaven is greater than God. Every oath, every 
promise is made by a living man, by life, and life is that 
which is higher than everything, which contains every- 
thing; how, then, can a man promise a manifestation of 
life for life ? 


23. Oval duly, ypap- 
parets kal Papicaior, 
vroxpital or. damodeKa- 
Tore Td HOvorpov Kal 
70 dvnbov kal 7d KvuLvor, 
kal apyjxate Ta Bapv- 
Tepa ToD vduou, THY Kpl- 
ow Kal Tov €deov kal THY 
mloriv: Tatra éde. Torh- 
cal, KaKetva mh adiévar. 

24. ‘Odnyot tuddol, 
ol dwwAlEovres Tov Kdbvw- 
ma, THY dé Kdundov Ka- 
Tamlvovres* 

25. Oval buiv, ypap- 
parets Kal Papicator, 
vroxpirat, bri Kabaplfere 


Matt. xxiii. 23. Woe 
unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! 
for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cum- 
min, and have omitted 
the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the 
other undone. 


24. Ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat, 
and swallow a camel. 


25. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ve make 
clean the outside of the 


23. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! You pay tithe 
of mint, anise, and cum- 
min, and do not fulfil 
what is difficult in the 
law, justice, mercy, 
faith in God; it is this 
that you ought to have 
done. 


24, Blind guides, you 
strain a gnat and swal- 
low a camel, 


25. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you make 
clean the glasses and 
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TO wOev Tod mornplou 
kal THs mapowldos, éow- 
dev 5é yéuoucw é& apra- 
yiis kal adxpaclas. 

26. Papicate tude, 
Kabdpisov mp@rov Td 
évrds Tov mornplov Kal 
THs twapowldos, tva yévn- 
Tat kal 7d éxrds adray 
Kabapov. 

27. Oval duty, ypapu- 
parets Kat Papicato., 
Urokpital, bre mapopo.d- 
fer rdadpois Kekoviapé- 
vous, olrives eEwlev pev 
palvovrat wpator, €rwbev 
6é yéuovow doTéwy ve- 
KpOv kal rdons axkadap- 
alas. 

28. Otrw Kal dpets 
ZEwbev uev palverbe Tots 
dvOpdmous Slkator, owbev 
6é pecrol gore vroxpl- 
gews kal dvoulas. 

29. Oval duty, ypap- 


pare?ts Kal Papicato., 
broxpiral, 8re olkodo- 


petre rovs Tagpovs ToY 
mpopnT@v, Kat Koometre 
TA wynueta THY Sixalwy, 

80. Kat éyere, El 
juev ev Tats nuépas TOv 
marépwv hua@r, ovK av 
fev Korvwvol avt&y év 
TS alware Tov mwpodn- 
TOV. 

31. “Qore paprupe?re 
€avrots, Oru viol are 
Tv povevodvTwy Tovds 


®popyras: 


cup and of the platter, 
but within they are full 
of extortion and excess. 


26. Thou blind Phari- 
see, cleanse first that 
which is within the cup 
and platter, that the out- 
side of them may be 
clean also, 


27. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye are 
like unto whited sepul- 
chres, which indeed ap- 
ear beautiful outward, 
ut are within full of 
dead men’s bones, and 
of all uncleanness. 


28. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear right- 
eous unto men, but with- 
in ye are full of hypoc- 
risy and iniquity. 


29. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! because ye 
build the tombs of the 
prophets, and garnish 
the sepulchres of the 
righteous, 


30. And say, If we had 
been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not 
have been partakers 
with them in the blood 
of the prophets. 


31. Wherefore ye be 
witnesses unto your- 
selves, that ye are the 
children of them which 
killed the prophets. 
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vessels from the outside, 
and within you swarm 
with pillage and injus- 
tice. 


26. Blind Pharisee! 
Cleanse first the inside 
of the vessel, and the 
outside will be clean. 


27. Woe to _you, 
learned men and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for 


you are like whited sep- 
ulchres. The sepulchres 
look beautiful outward- 
ly, and within are full of 
bones and of all unclean- 
ness. 


28, Even thus you out- 
wordy appear right- 
eous, but within are full 
of hypocrisy and in- 
iquity. 


29. Woe to you, learned 
men and Pharisees, hyp- 
ocrites! for you build 
the churches for the 
prophet: and paint the 
coffins of the martyrs, 


30. And say, If we had 
been in the days of 
our fathers, we would 
not have been partakers 
in the blood of the 
prophets, 


31. Therefore you wit- 
ness of yourselves that 
you are the sons of those 
who killed the prophets. 


(a) The last words must be an addition; they com- 
pletely destroy the force of the speech. Jesus says, You 
regularly pay the tithe on condiments, on what is a 
matter of luxury, what cannot be used much, what in 
itself is not necessary, like mint, anise, cummin; but 
what is difficult to fulfil, that you do not do, and yet that 
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alone you ought to do. 
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And suddenly we get the remark 


that they ought not to leave the other undone. 


You say, If we lived in those days when our fathers 
lived, and were teachers of the law, as were our fathers, we 
should not have killed them. But your fathers killed the 


prophets only because they were teachers. 


Consequently 


you accuse yourselves: they took it upon themselves to 
teach, and they killed the prophets. 
yourselves to be teachers, and you will kill them. [I told 
you that one must not be a teacher. 


32. Kal duets rrnpw- 
care TO MéTpov TOY Ta- 
Tépwy bar. 

388. “Odes, yevrvijuara 


éxdvay, mas puynte 
ard THs Kploews Tis 
yeévyns ; 


34. Ard rodro, ldod, 
éy® dmocré\\w mpds 
vuds mpopyras kat 
copovs Kal ypaumarets: 
kal €& adr Gv aroxrevetre 
Kal oravpwoere, kal é& 
air@y pacriywoere év 
Tats cuvaywyats vudr, 
kal dudbgere dd brews 
els méduy: 

35. “Omrws On ef 
tuds wav aiua dtkaov 
éxxuvopuevov eri ris YHs, 
émd Tod aluaros “~ABed 
Tod §=Sixalov, ws Tov 
atuaros Zaxaptov viod 
Bapaxlou, dv épovedoare 
peraid Tod vaod Kal Tod 
Ovotacrnplov. 

89. Aédyw yap dptv, 
Od uh pe Winre dm pri, 
ws Av elarnre, Evdoyn- 
pévos 6 épxduevos év dv6- 
pare Kuplov- 

28. “Auhy \éyw duty, 
ori mdvra apeOjoerat TA 


Matt. waiti. 32. Fill 
ye up then the measure 
of your fathers. 


33. Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell? 


34, Wherefore, behold, 
I send unto you proph- 
ets, and wise men, and 
scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and 
crucify; and some of 
them shall ye scourge 
in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from 
city to city: 


35. That upon you may 
come all the righteous 
blood shed upon the 
earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel unto 
the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom 
ye slew between the 
temple and the altar.> 


39. For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 


Mark iti. 28. Verily I 
say unto you, All sins 
shall be forgiven unto 


You took it upon 


32. And you observe 
the faith of your fathers. 


33. O you serpents, 
generation of vipers, 
where will you escape 
from the destruction of 
Gehenna. 


34. Because, behold, I 
sent to you prophets, 
wise and learned men, 
you will kill and crucify 
them, and flog them in 
your assemblies, and 
drive them from city to 
city. 


35. So that upon you 
comes all the righteous 
blood shed upon earth 
from righteous Abel 
to Zechariah, who was 
killed in the templs. 


39. For I tell you, you 
will not understand my 
teaching, till you say, 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of God. 


28, For you know your- 
selves that all mistakes 
may be forgiven to peo- 
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Guapthuata Tots vlots 
Tay avOparwy, Kat Ba- 
odnula boas dv BNacdy- 
BjTwow: 

29. “Os 5S av Bracdn- 
phon els TO Ivedua 7d 
“Aywv, ovk exer Ader 
els Tov al@va, aNN Evo- 


and 
blasphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blas- 
pheme: 


the sons of men, 


29. But he that shall 
blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal dam- 
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ple, and all blasphemies, 
whatever they be; 


29. But if one blas- 
phemes against the 
spirit of God, he will 
not be forgiven in this 
life: he is subject to the 


x6s éorw alwvlov xpl- nation.¢ destruction of life. 


vEws* 


(a) That is, I have taught the truth to men, and 
you will kill all these men, — the prophets. 

(0) The words of this verse must be understood not as 
a rhetorical phrase, but as a definite statement. All the 
blood, all the murders from the beginning of the world to 
the present, capital punishments, wars, all that is the 
work of those who conceal God from men, and put an 
idol in the place of God. The next three verses, 36-38, 
do not break the meaning of the whole discourse, but are 
not quite clear and add nothing to the exposition, and so 
T omit them. 

(c) This verse expresses the same as the whole accusa- 
tion of the Pharisees. 


A man may sin, err, and scoff at all in the world, and 
yet carry within him the spirit of God. 

But when he scoffs at this spirit, at that which is his 
life in him, he has taken his life from him. Terrible are 
all the offences. Terrible are the personal offences, — 
lusts, selfishness, vainglory; terrible are the general 
offences, — the offences of the earthly reflections of the 
Sadducees, which produce indifference to the real life, the 
cleaving of men to that only which is of earth, and pride 
of mind; terrible are the offences which exalt what is an 
abomination before God; terrible are the offences of 
power, which produce courts, punishments, pillage, wars, 
murders; but more terrible than all these offences are the 
offences which result from the leaven of the Pharisees, — 
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hypocrisy, the substitution of untruth for divine truth, 
the contempt for God in the soul, the use of his name in 
order to confuse men and obtain one’s ends. Jesus knew 
in advance that, no matter how inimical his teaching was 
to the Herodians and the Sadducees, they were not stand- 
ing in the way of this teaching, for from them one could 
free oneself, but the Pharisees bar, have barred, and will 
always bar the way to his teaching. 

Thousands and thousands before me, and now I, have 
tried to approach God, and we have met on our way 
Sadducees and Herodians; but we feel that they err, 
even as we have erred, that we can together seek the 
truth, and that they may understand it; but in the very 
middle of the road stand the Pharisees and bar our way, 
and with them we cannot come to any agreement. Their 
life is a lie and a confirmation of their lie. Their whole 
life is a lie, and so they cannot depart from it. In as 
much as we are near to God, in so much we are their 
enemies. * I penetrate the meaning of the teaching, rejoice 
at the discovery of truths, seek aid, indications, exchange 
of ideas, and I know in advance that, outside of their 
hatred of me for my love of truth and of God, I have 
nothing to expect from them. And the nearer I shall be 
to Jesus, the greater shall I be hated by them. 

The arraignment of the Pharisees is in itself a negative 
passage: it does not give the direct teaching, but in it we 
find a warning against accepting the lie as a revelation. 
And this warning is apparently important, for Jesus 
several times returns to it, expressing it each time with 
great force and clearness. There is a clear and precise 
determination of what is the source of the deception; the 
seal is impressed, by which the deceivers can be easily 
told. He is speaking of the same blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit, which alone will not be forgiven, as he says. 
Every sin may be forgiven, but the blasphemy of the 
spirit, the deception of the teachers, who give out the lie 
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as the only truth, destroys the very sign of good and 
of evil and deals out the works of the devil in the place 
of the works of God. They are those of whom it is said, 
Woe unto those who offend. What is more remarkable 
still in this arraignment is this, that what was written 
against the Pharisees eighteen hundred years ago might 
have been written in any of the subsequent eighteen 
hundred years, and to us, in this year 1879, sounds as 
though it were written directly against our bishops, 
metropolitans, and popes in yesterday’s gazette, which 
in some way managed to escape the censor. 

As I read the Gospel according to our church editions, 
I always imagine that this passage will be omitted or 
changed, but the ability of men to err is extraordinary. 
One reads and wonders how the pastors of the church 
could read this passage, not only without shame, but 
simply how they could read it, believe in the Gospel, and 
remain what they are. 

But they represent to themselves some other kind 
of cheats, and do not refer to themselves what, from the 
most essential to the most trifling point, expresses that 
same offence in which they live, and which they preach. 
What are the Pharisees? The churchmen have affirmed 
and still affirm that they were a sect. A sect, according 
to the meaning of the word, is a schism, a teaching 
which departs from the fundamental doctrine. From 
what fundamental doctrine did the teaching of the 
Pharisees depart? There is no answer to this question. 
Where and how was the fundamental doctrine expressed, 
of which the teaching of the Pharisees is a sect? No 
matter where and how persistently we may look for 
answers to this question, we do not find them anywhere. 
Jesus, according to the synoptics, struggled only with the 
Pharisees whenever he opposed his teaching to the law. 
At the end of his life it says that the high priest and the 
Pharisees attacked him indiscriminately. In the Gospel 
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of John it says that Jesus struggled against the Jews, 
and by the Jews the Pharisees and high priests are 
meant. 

Paul says of himself (Acts xxii. 3-5) that he was 
taught the truest observance of the law of the forefathers, 
and was zealous toward God, and persecuted Christ, 
oppressing Christians and putting them in prison, as the 
high priest and the elders may witness. And in Acts 
xxvi. 5 he says that he lived a Pharisee and served God 
in the truest and strictest manner. Of Nicodemus it is 
said that he was a ruler of the Pharisees, and then Jesus 
says, How then dost thou teach Israel? Where, then, 
was the real teaching, of which that of the Pharisees was 
a sect? Paul speaks of belonging to the real teaching, 
when he no longer observes it; he does not say that he 
belonged to a sect. Nicodemus the Pharisee was a 
teacher of Israel. 

I can understand how for Josephus Flavius Pharisaism 
represented itself as a sect, just as for a historian of the 
present religious condition of Russia the present Ortho- 
doxy must present itself as a sect, the Milkers as another 
sect, just as the Sadducees, who did not believe in the 
doctrine of the Pharisees, appeared as a sect to Josephus 
Flavius. But those who, like our churchmen, assert that 
Jesus did not change the law of Moses, and that they 
believe in the law of Moses, can by no means call the 
Pharisees a sect, since only this teaching of Moses is 
known to us, and has reached us. In order to call Phar- 
isaism a sect it is necessary to show when and by whom 
the true teaching of Moses’ law was kept ; but such teach- 
ers have not existed, and from all the books of the New 
Testament it is apparent that these same teachers were 
the Pharisees, and no others have existed, or could exist. 

What a remarkably strange story of this base and 
obvious deception and error! Jesus expounds his divine 
teaching, and a quasi-divine teaching exists among the 
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very people to whom he preaches, and it does not exist 
since yesterday as a hazy, obscure teaching, which gives 
room for interpretations, but as a complicated, minutely 
detailed, coarse, cruel, godless teaching of the books of 
Moses, such as we know it. There is there about murder, 
about the swine, about circumcision,—a series of mon- 
strous precepts; but all that is expounded so fully that 
there is no place for any new teaching. Everything is 
defined and prescribed, and each monstrous injunction 
is followed by, God himself said so. 

Not only Jesus, with his divine teaching of humility, 
forgiveness, love, but even Simon, the magician, and the 
chairman of the Court of Trullo, with his conceptions of 
justice, could do nothing better than first reject all the 
monstrous and definitive rules of the books of Moses, if 
they wanted to impart their ideas of morality to the 
Mosaic people. And with the very first steps which 
Jesus takes, he comes into the temple, makes void all the 
sacrifices, rejects all the teaching of Moses, and utters his 
divine truths. It is evident that to unite the teaching of 
Christ with that of Moses would be the same as uniting 
fire and water, this highest expression of the fullest 
impossibility. 

Jesus teaches and lives contrary to all the traditions of 
Moses ; he is crucified for it, and suddenly it turns out 
that he did not break the law of Moses, but that he con- 
tinued it. It seems as though nothing more senseless 
could be invented, and yet this was done. And when one 
grasps the meaning of all this, one sees that it is not 
senseless: it is not logical, but it is wise and answers its 
purposes. Christ was crucified for the teaching, thinking 
that the teaching would be destroyed; but the teaching 
lived, and it was necessary to conceal it. How this was 
done by the Pharisee Paul, who changed the name of his 
God, but retained the leaven of the Pharisees, I shall tell 
later. But now I wish to tell why there inevitably ap- 
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peared this stupid, obvious deception, which has lasted 
these eighteen hundred years, that the Pharisees were a 
sect, and not the representatives of the law of Moses, and 
that it was not the law of Moses in its best representa- 
tives that crucified Christ, but some fantastic sect of the 
Pharisees. 

The teachers, those who with us are called the teachers 
of the church, pastors, and who were called teachers of 
the law by the Jews, crucified Christ, even because they 
were teachers. In Christ’s teachings, these teachers are 
arraigned on nearly every page and in passgees especially 
devoted to them. 

Christ’s teaching preaches the immediate communion 
of man with God, rejects all teacherships, and affirms that 
the teachership is the source of every evil in the world. 
And here the first Pharisee, Paul, who does not under- 
stand the teaching, picks up words and hurries as quickly 
as possible to teach a certain external faith in Christ’s 
having risen from the dead and in his redeeming the 
world. He teaches himself, establishes a teachership, 
which crucified him, and in his name carries the evil 
through the world. 

When Paul teaches, the Gospel does not yet exist, and 
Christ’s teaching is almost unknown ; but Paul exchanges 
one superstition for another and preaches it to the world. 
And many accept it, some exchanging for it Judaism, and 
others Hellenism. But there appear the gospels of Mat- 
thew and of Luke, and in them the whole side of Christ’s 
teaching is explained ; it is bent to fit Paul’s superstition, 
Judaism is mixed with it, and the faith in Christ is repre- 
sented as a belief in a new additional God, Messiah. 

In this tangle everything is lost sight of, and the 
ethical side of the Gospel is gone. The whole meaning 
, is centred on finesses of explaining the law, on welding it 
with the teaching, on dreams, but there is one contradic- 
tion which is startling. The teachers of the law of Moses 
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hanged Christ. With them alone he struggled, them 
alone he arraigned. How, then, can it be explained that 
his teaching is the continuation of the law of Moses and 
its confirmation? If he had continued the law of Moses, 
he would not have had any one to struggle against; he 
would have arraigned no one, and no one would have 
crucified him. And here there presents itself a very 
stupid way out, but it is the only one: the teachers with 
whom he struggled and who crucified him were a sect, — 
what sect? a sect of what? how did it differ from that 
which was not a sect? of this we know nothing and 
nothing can be said. 

But there is nothing hidden which cannot be made 
manifest, and for me, as for a child that does not know 
all the philosophizing, according to which everything has 
to be believed topsyturvy, it suddenly becomes clear that 
it is a coarse, stupid deception, and I say so, and the 
cataracts fall off the eyes of all. 

The word Fharisee may have two meanings, that of 
interpreter and of separate. What, then, do these words 
mean, if not teacher and pastor? If that were a sect, it 
would bear an appropriate name; but this name corres- 
ponds to our orthodox. All that the words of Paul, in 
Acts xxii. 3—5, mean is this, I was an orthodox Jew. 

Now, what is this so-called sect 2? Here is its definition 
according to all the church sources: They considered them- 
selves to be the true and only interpreters of the law of 
God. As the foundation of the truth of their interpreta- 
tion they take the tradition which has reached them from 
Jesus Christ. They form a distinct institution, governed 
by the sanhedrim, by bishops, and pastors. They differ 
from those who are not teachers in their apparel and 
external appearance of godliness. 

Thus the church defines the Pharisees and itself. For: 
a man outside the church it is evident that the definition 
of the Pharisees as men who have established many 
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superfluous ceremonies, as hypocrites and rascals who 
caused Christ’s ruin, will be precisely the same, down 
to the minutest details of faith, in relation to the church- 
men. 

Christ did not struggle with certain Pharisees, and 
Pharisee does not mean hypocrite alone, but any man 
who takes it upon himself to teach. 

Christ struggled against individual teachers. and he 
said so in Hebrew. He said, Pharisees, that is, pastors, 
— people who assume the knowledge of the full truth 
and who teach it. The moment you understand and 
translate properly the word Pharisee as teacher of the 
church, a new, bright light is shed on the whole history 
and position of Christ among the people, on his words, 
and even on his whole teaching. And it is not a light 
which in any way changes the meaning of Christ’s teach- 
ing, but which dispels all the obscurities and inaccuracies 
which heretofore disagreeably impaired the clearness of 
the divine teaching. 

Matt. iii. 7. The Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
John to be cleansed, and John says to them, Generation 
of vipers, who has taught you, etc. This address, which 
was not clear before, if the Pharisees and Sadducees are 
taken as a sect, is clear, if they are to be understood as 
representatives of the true faith. What John then said, 
is what a preacher would say now, if Orthodox and 
Protestants came to him. He would say, Why have 
you come, you who profess the knowledge of the truth ? 

John iv. 1-3. When Jesus learned that a rumour about 
him had reached the Pharisees (the pastors of the people), 
he withdrew. It is evident that he withdrew from the 
acknowledged pastors of the people, but not from the 
sect. 

Luke v. 17. Pharisees kal vowodiddoxado. Here we 
get for the first time the connection of Pharisees and 
teachers of the law; but who the Pharisees and doctors 
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of the law were is not defined, any more than what 
ypampmateis and vowxol were and since obviously the 
doctors of the law, the lawyers, and the scribes were not 
sects, this has to be rendered by, The pastors who taught 
the law. 

In the same chapter, four verses farther down, the 
same Pharisees and doctors of the law are called scribes 
and Pharisees. The Pharisees are the same, but instead 
of the doctors of the law we have scribes. Are we to 
suppose that others came? Apparently this is another 
definition which is identical with the first. Even so the 
word Pharisees is connected with the lawyers and high 
priests. 

John ix. 57; Matt. xxvi. 57. It is evident that Phari- 
*sees means pastors. But the pastors are lawyers, scribes, 
and chief priests. Why Pharisees is used instead of of 
the Pharisees, may be explained on the ground that all the 
clerical copyists had this false comprehension of what 
the Pharisees were, and so were tending to mix up these 
passages, by giving to the Pharisees the meaning of a 
false sect. 

Luke v. 30; Matt. ix. 14. The Pharisees demand the 
keeping of fasts and non-communion with the publicans; 
consequently they are not a sect. 

Luke vi. 7. The Pharisees watch the keeping of the 
Sabbath, which is a covenant with God according to 
Moses ; consequently they are no sect, but the reigning 
faith, — orthodoxy. 

Mark iii. 6. The Pharisees take counsel with the Hero- 
dians how they may destroy Jesus for not keeping the 
Sabbath ; consequently they are not a sect, but the ruling 
church, — orthodoxy. 

John vii. 32. The Pharisees and chief priests send 
officers to take Jesus; consequently the Pharisees were in 
agreement with the chief priests, — they were orthodox. 

John vii. 48. None of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
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believed in Jesus; consequently the Pharisees were the 
rulers of faith. 

John viii. 3. The Pharisees and scribes bring to him a 
woman for the purpose of executing her according to the 
law ; consequently they are the ruling, true teaching, and 
not a sect. 

John ix. 13. To decide the question of the blind man, 
he is brought before the Pharisees, as the true interpreters 
of the law. 

John xi. 57. The Pharisee chief priests commanded. 
If they were a sect, they could not command. 

John xii. 42. Many of the rulers believed in Jesus, but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest 
they be put out of the synagogue. What sect is this ? 

Matt. xxiii. 2. The Pharisee scribes sit in Moses’ seat. 
Thus Jesus himself defined the Pharisees. This is not a 
sect, but the orthodox. 

John xviii. 3. Judas took a detachment from the chief 
priests and Pharisees. It is not a sect, but the one 
spiritual power. 

It is ridiculous and strange to have to prove that the 
word means what it means. And there would be no need 
of proving it, if the deception were not so stupid and so 
old, and, besides, so common in human affairs. The 
Revolution is struggling against the monarchical power. 
Bonaparte comes out of the Revolution and establishes 
the same power, but he says that the Monarchists are a 
sect of Royalists. And all swallow this pill, and speak 
most calmly of Royalists and Bonapartists. For the 
Bonapartists and Royalists there is naturally a difference, 
but for men who seek the meaning of things, there is no 
difference, and it is clear that the Bonapartists, in calling 
the Royalists a sect, are playing with words, or are speak- 
ing of what may serve them, but it has no meaning for a 
deeper point of view. For the men of the Paulinian 
faith, who established the new superstitions in the place 
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of the old ones, the Pharisees may present themselves as 
something distinct from Paul’s sect, but for men who 
have come to understand Christ’s faith there is no dif- 
ference between them. 

In Christ’s faith this deception is especially striking, in 
that Jesus foresaw it and, as far as was possible, under- 
mined it, and, pointing directly to this cause of error, said, 
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and clearly and 
precisely defined in what it consists. 

The arraignment of the pastors, which with the usual 
reading presents itself as an expression of indignation, or 
even of warning and foresight of what could be, is in 
reality a most precise definition of this evil and its 


source. 
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Matt. xxiii. 37.O Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gath- 
ered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye 
would not! 


38. Behold, your houses 
is left unto you? deso- 
late. 

39. For I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of 
the Lord.« 


Matt. xxiv. 1. And 
Jesus went out, and 
departed from the tem- 
ple: and his disciples 
came to him for to shew 
him the buildings of the 
temple, 


Mark xiii. 1. What 
manner of stones and 
what buildings are 
here !4 

Matt. xxiv. 2. And 
Jesus said unto them, 
See ye not all these 


. 37. O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou killest the 
prophets and stonest 
those who are sent to 
thee. How often did 
I wish to bring all thy 
children together, just 
as a hen gathers her 
chickens under her 
st 2 but you would 
not 


38. And so your house 
is being ruined. 


39. For I tell you, You 
will not see the truth 
till you will say, Blessed 
is he who teaches the 
oor eneusios of the 
Lord. 


1. And leaving the 
temple, Jesus went away. 
Then his disciples ap- 
picacred him, to show 

im the buildings of the 
temple. 


1. Precious stones, and 
what offerings! 


2. And Jesus replied to 
them, Pay no attention 
to these things. Truly 
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things? verily I say unto 
you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not 
be thrown down. 


3. And as he sat upon 
the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell 
us, when shall these 
things be? and what 
shall be the rien of thy 
coming, and of the end 
of the world? 


4. And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Take 
heed that no man de- 
ceive you. 


5. For many shall come 
in my name, saying, lam 
Christ; and shall deceive 
many. 


6. And ye shall hear 
of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these 
things must come to 
pass, but the end is not 
yet. 


7. For nation shall rise 
against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom: 
and there shall be fam- 
ines, and _ pestilences, 
and earthquakes, in di- 
vers places.f 

8. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. 


11. And many false 
prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many. 


12. And because iniq- 
uity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax 
cold. 


14, And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall 
the end come. 
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I tell you, There will not 
be left here one stone 
upon another, that will 
not be thrown down. 


3. And when he sat 
down on the mount of 
Olives, the disciples 
came to him and asked 
him privately, when will 
it be? And what will be 
the sign that thy teach- 
ing has stopped, and 
that the present life is 
ended? 


4, And Jesus answered 
them, Take heed and 
beware that you make 
no mistake. 


5. For many will teach 
you in the name of the 
comprehension and will 
deceive many. 


6. You will hear of 
wars and disturbances: 
see that you are not 
afraid, for all these 
things will be, but that 
is not the end of the 
offences. 


7. Nation will rise 
against nation, and 
kingdom against king- 
dom; and there will be 
hunger and earthquake 
in various places. 


8. All these are only 
the torments of labour. 


11. And many false 
teachers will appear, 
and they will deceive 
many. 


12. And from the in- 
crease of the iniquity 
the love of many will be 
diminished. 


14. And when the an- 
nouncement of the true 
good shall be borne 
through the whole world 
as a confirmation for all 
the nations, then there 
will be an end of the 
offences. 
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(a) Your house means your temple, the house of your 
God, and the subsequent reference to the temple confirms 
that this is meant here also. 

(6) In many texts vudv and épnpos are wanting. 

(c) Jesus concludes the accusation of the self-styled 
pastors by saying that their house will be deserted, and 
they will not know the truth, till they invoke the com- 
prehension into themselves. 

(d) The disciples say that this is their false temple, 
and yet it is adorned so much. 

(e) The disciples ask when it will happen, that is, 
when that will take place which he promised, when they 
should worship God, not in the temple, but indeed, and 
when all this le of the pastors and of their temples 
would be destroyed, and Christ’s teaching would be 
everywhere. The disciples ask what they always ask, 
when Christ’s true teaching is mentioned. They say, 
It would be very nice, but when will it be? 

(f) The disciples ask when the offences will end, and 
Jesus replies, They will assure you of it, and there. will 
be wars and disturbances on account of it, but you know 
that that is not the end of the offences and of the evil. 

(9) 4px% @divev means the torments of child-labour and 
nothing else, and so it has to be translated. Verses 9 
and 10 are introduced here by the copyist from the dis- 
course to the disciples when sending them out to preach, 
and evidently have no place here. 

(A) Verse 13 is again an interpolation from the dis- 
course to the disciples. 


MAN LIVES THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT IN THE 
FLESH 


If a man lives for the flesh, he perishes, like all flesh. 
If he lives in the spirit, he acquires the true life, but the 
flesh offends him. 
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Beware of offences. For it is better that one of thy 
members should perish than that the whole body be lost. 
It is better to be deprived of a momentary joy than of 
the true life. The true life is given to us, and we all 
know it, but the deception of the flesh ensnares us. 

One day they brought children to Jesus, that they 
might be with him. But the disciples drove the chil- 
dren away, saying, What is our teacher to do with the 
silly children ? 

Jesus saw that they had no respect for the children 
and drove them away, and he was grieved at the disci- 
ples, and said, You have no reason to drive these children 
away, — they are the best of people, for they all live in 
the will of God. They are certainly already in the king- 
dom of God. You must not drive them, but learn from 
them, for, in order that you may live in the will of God, 
you must live like children. Children always execute 
the five rules, which I have given you: children do not 
scold, do not harbour evil against men, do not commit 
adultery, do not swear, do not resist evil, do not litigate, 
do not know the difference between their own nation and 
another, and do not wage war. Children execute the five 
rules, and so they are better than grown people and are 
in the kingdom of God. 

If you will not abandon all the deceptions of the flesh 
and will not become like children, you will not be in the 
kingdom of God. 

Only he who understands that the children are better 
than we, because they do not break the law of God, com- 
prehends my teaching. Only he who understands my 
teaching understands God. 

We cannot despise the children, for they are better 
than we, and their souls are pure before God, and are 
always with God. They are all good. And not one child 
perishes through the will of God; they all perish through 
men, who entice them away from the truth. 
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And so we must guard them, and not entice them 
away from the Father and from the life of truth. And 
badly acts the man who entices them away from purity. 
To entice a child away from what is good, to offend him 
with anger, adultery, oaths, courts, war, is as bad as hang- 
ing a millstone around his neck and throwing him into 
the water: he will hardly swim out, but will rather be 
drowned. Even so it is hard for a child to get away 
from an offence into which a man has led him. 

The world is unfortunate only through offences. 
Offences have always been in the world and always 
will be, and a man perishes through offences. 

And so give everything away, sacrifice everything, if 
only you can keep out of offences. When a fox falls into 
a trap, he wrenches off his leg and runs away, and lives. 
Even so must you do: give everything away, so long 
as you can get away from an offence. Offences are put 
up against all five rules, and you must guard yourselves 
against all of them. 

Beware then! Here is the offence against the first 
rule, Be not angry. 

Do not ask how many times thou shalt forgive thy 
brother; do not imagine that thou must forgive him 
seven times, and mayest wreak vengeance after that. 
Forgive, not seven times, but seventy times seven, and 
then forgive again. 

For the kingdom of God may be likened to this: A 
king was settling his accounts with the proprietors. And 
they brought to him one who owed him a million dollars. 
And he could not pay what he owed. And the king 
would have sold his estate, his wife, his children, and 
himself; but the proprietor began to beg the king’s 
mercy, and the king had mercy on him, and forgave 
him his whole debt. 

This proprietor went home and saw a peasant who 
owed him fifty cents. The proprietor took hold of him, 
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began to choke him, and said, Give me what thou owest 
me. And the peasant fell down at his feet, and said, 
Have patience with me, and I will give thee all. But 
the proprietor did not have mercy on him, but put him 
in prison, to let him stay there until he paid all he owed. 

When the peasants saw this, they went to the king, 
and told him what the proprietor had done. Then the 
king called the proprietor, and said to him, Thou dog, 
I forgave thee the whole rental, because thou didst beg 
me, so thou oughtest to have forgiven thy debtor, because 
I forgave thee. And the king grew angry and turned 
the proprietor over to be tormented, till he should pay 
what he owed. 

Even so God the Father will do with you, if you will 
not forgive with all your heart those who are guilty 
toward you. 

When a man offends thee, remember that he is the son 
of the same God the Father, and a brother of thine. If 
he has offended thee, go and admonish him face to face. 
If he listens to thee, thou art the gainer, for thou wilt 
have a new brother. 

If he does not listen to thee, admonish him, and call 
two or three with thee to admonish him. If he does 
not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if he 
does not listen to the assembly, then he will be as a 
stranger to thee: forgive him, and have nothing to do 
with him. 

Thou knowest that if a quarrel is taken up with a man 
it.is better to make peace with him without letting it come 
before the courts. Thou knowest this, and dost so, be- 
cause thou knowest that if it comes to litigating, thou 
wilt lose more. The same is true of any quarrel: if 
thou knowest that it is bad and that it will remove thee 
from God, then get rid of the evil at once and make thy 
peace, as long as he has not yet left, with whom the evil 
was started. 
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You know yourselves that as it is started on earth, 
so will it be before God; and if you loose it on earth, you 
will be loosed in heaven. 

Again you must understand that if two or three have 
agreed in everything on earth, they will receive from their 
Father everything for which they shall ask. For where 
two or three are united by my teaching, they execute my 
teaching. 

Beware! Here is the offence against the second rule, 
Do not commit adultery. 

One day self-styled pastors went up to Jesus and, 
tempting him, said, May a man leave his wife? 

But he said, Man was created male and female from 
the beginning,— this is a natural law.’ And so a man 
leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife, and 
man and wife unite into one. Consequently a man must 
not break the natural, divine law, and separate what is 
united. But if according to your law of Moses it is per- 
mitted to send away a wife, this is untrue, for according 
to the natural law it is net so. And I tell you that he 
who sends away his wife drives into debauch both her 
and him who takes her up. 

And the disciples said to Jesus, If it is necessary to 
keep the same wife which a man has once taken to him- 
self, and never to abandon her, that is so difficult to do 
that it is better not to marry at all. 

He said to them, You may not marry, but you must un- 
derstand what it means. If a man wants to live without 
a wife, he must be pure and not touch a woman. There are 
such people who have no use for women ; but if a man loves 
women, let him bind himself to one woman, and keep her 
all the time, and have nothing to do with other women. 

Beware! Here is the offence against the third rule, 
Make no promises to any one about anything. 

Your self-styled pastors travel about everywhere and 
cause the people to swear that they will be true to the 
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law and the authorities, but they only subvert them in 
this manner. It is impossible to promise your body for 
your soul, for in your soul is God, and men cannot make 
promises to men for God. 

And one day the tax-collectors went up to Peter, and 
asked him, Well, does your teacher not pay his taxes ? 

Peter said, No, he does not pay, and he went and told 
Jesus that he had been stopped and told that all must 
pay their taxes. 

Then Jesus said to him, A king does not receive tribute 
from his sons, and they have to pay no one but the king. 
Even so it is with us. If we are the children of God, we 
are under no obligations to any one but God, and are free 
before everybody. We are not bound by anything, but 
if they ask thee to pay taxes, give them to them, not 
because thou art obliged to, but because thou shouldst 
not resist evil. And if they want to take thy cloak 
away, give them also thy coat. 

At another time the pastors came together with the 
officers of the king, and went to Jesus, trying to catch 
him with words. 

They said to him, Thou teachest in truth, so tell us 
whether we are obliged to pay tribute to Ceesar or not. 

Jesus saw that they wanted to condemn him for oppos- 
ing himself to the oath to Cesar. He said to them, Show 
me that with which you pay tribute to Cesar. 

They showed hima coin. He looked at the coin, and 
said, What is this? Whose image and superscription ? 

They said, Czesar’s. 

And then he said, If so, give to Cesar what is Cesar’s, 
but what is God’s, your soul, do not give to any one but 
God. Money, property, your labour, everything give to 
him who will ask you for it, but do not give your soul 
to any one but God. And make no promises to any one, 
for you are all in the power of God, and your soul give to 
God alone. 
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Beware! Here is the offence against the fourth rule, 
Do not judge, and be not judged. 

One day the disciples of Jesus entered a village and 
begged permission to stay overnight. They were not 
allowed to remain. Then the disciples came to Jesus to 
complain about it, and they said, May they be killed by 
lightning. 

Jesus said, Still you do not understand of what spirit 
you are. I do not teach how to destroy, but how to save 
people. 

One day they brought a woman to Jesus, and said, 
This woman was caught in adultery. According to the 
law she ought to be stoned to death. What dost thou 
say ? 

Jesus made no reply, and waited for them to change 
their minds. But they stuck to him, and asked how 
he would judge this woman. 

Then he said, He who among you is without error, let 
him cast the first stone at her. Then the Pharisees 
looked at each other, and their conscience smote them, 
and those who were in front stepped behind the others, 
and all went away. 

And Jesus was left alone with the woman. He looked 
up, and saw that no one was there. Well, he said, Has 
no one accused thee ? 

She said, No one. é 

And he said, Neither can I accuse thee. Go, and err 
no more. : 

No matter how clear, how bad the case is, there is no 
one who can accuse a man of it. Only he who has not 
erred can accuse, but accusing is already an error. 

Once there came a man to Jesus, who said, Order my 
brother to give me my inheritance. 

Jesus said to him, No one has made me a judge over 
you, and I do not sit in judgment over any one. Neither 
can you judge any one. 
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Beware! Here is the offence against the fifth rule, There 
are no different nations; all men are brothers, children of 
one God the Father. 

A lawyer wanted to offend Jesus, and said, What must 
I do, in order that I may obtain the true life ? 

Jesus said, Thou knowest what: love God thy Father 
and thy brother, no matter what his nationality may be. 

And the lawyer said, This would be well, if there were 
no different nations, for how can I love the enemy of my 
nation ? 

And Jesus said, There was a Jew who fell into mis- 
fortune: he was beaten, robbed, and thrown out into the 
road. A Jewish priest passed by, and he looked at the 
beaten man, and went his way. Then a Levite passed 
by, and he looked at him, and went his way. Then a 
man of a hostile nation, a Samaritan, passed by. This 
Samaritan saw the Jew, and he did not consider this, 
that the Jews had no regard for the Samaritans, but had 
pity on the Jew who was beaten. He washed his wounds 
and dressed them, and took him on his ass to an inn, and 
paid the innkeeper for him, and promised to come later 
and pay more. Even so treat foreigners, those who have 
no regard for you and destroy you, and then you will get 
the true life. 

Jesus said, The world loves its own, but despises the 
things that are of God, and so the people of the world, 
priests and scribes, will torment those who keep the law 
of God. And I, too, am going to Jerusalem, and shall be 
tormented and killed, but my spirit cannot be killed, — 
it will live. 

When Peter heard that Jesus would be tormented and 
killed in Jerusalem, he was grieved. He took the hand 
of Jesus, and said to him, If this is so, thou hadst better 
not go to Jerusalem. 

Then Jesus said to Peter, Do not say this. What thou 
gayest is an offence. If thou art afraid for me, lest I 
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/ 
should be tortured and killed, that means that thou art 
thinking of human, and not of divine things. 

He who lives by the light of the comprehension can 
have no evil befall him, for he is always in the light; 
evil can befall only him who comes out of the light of 
truth into the darkness of the offence of the flesh. 

And calling up the people with his disciples, Jesus 
said, He who wants to live according to my teaching 
must renounce his carnal life; let him be ready for all 
carnal sufferings, for he who is afraid for his carnal life will 
lose his true life, and he who neglects the carnal life 
will save the true life. 

And again he told them that when they kill a man 
who lives by the comprehension, the comprehension does 
not die, but will live. 

And they did not understand it. And the Sadducees 
came up, and he explained to all what was meant by the 
true life in God, and by the rising from the dead. The 
Sadducees said that after the carnal death there was no 
life. They said, How can all rise from the dead? If 
they did rise, they could not all live together. For 
example, we had seven brothers. The first married and 
died. His wife married the second brother, and he died; 
and she married the third, and so on, until the seventh. 
How are the seven brothers going to live with one wife, 
if they shall all rise from the dead ? 

Jesus said to them, You purposely mix up matters, 
and do not comprehend what the life after death is. In 
this life people marry and are given in marriage; but 
those who will earn the life after the carnal death will 
not marry and be given in marriage, for they do not have 
to continue life in others: they themselves do not die, for 
they unite with God, having become his children. 

In your Scripture it says that God said, I am the God 
of Abraham and Jacob. And this God said when 
Abraham and Jacob were already dead for men. Con- 
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sequently, those who are dead for men are alive for God. 
If there is a God, and God does not die, those who are 
with God are always alive. The reéstablishment from 
death is the life in God. The life in God is the fulfil- 
ment of the will of God in the carnal life. He who 
fulfils the will of God unites with God. For God there 
is no time, and so, in uniting with God, man passes out 
of time, consequently out of death. 

When the pastors heard this, they did not know what 
to invent in order that they might silence him, and so 
united with the laymen and began together with them to 
tempt him. 

And one of them, a pastor, said, Teacher, which, in thy 
opinion, is the chief commandment in the whole law ? 

The pastors thought that Jesus would get caught in 
the answer according to the law. 

But Jesus said, the chief commandment is to love the 
Lord our God, in whose power we are, with all our soul, 
and another follows from it: to love our neighbour, for in 
him is the same Lord. In these two commandments is 
contained everything which is written in all your books. 

And Jesus said again, Who, in your opinion, is Christ ? 
Is he anybody’s son ? 

They said that according to them Christ was the son of 
David. 

Then he said to them, How, then, does David call 
Christ his master? Christ is not the son of David, nor 
the son of anybody else, except the same Lord our 
master, whom we know within us, as our life. Christ is 
that comprehension which is in us. 

After that they asked him no more questions. 

And Jesus said, Beware of the leaven of the self-styled 
pastors. Beware also of the leaven of the worldly, and of 
the leaven of the royalty. But, above everything, beware 
of the leaven of the self-styled pastors, for that is 
deception. 
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When the people understood whereof he spoke, he 
said, Above all, beware of the teaching of the learned self- 
styled pastors. Beware of them, for they have usurped 
the place of the prophet who announces the will of God 
to the people. They have usurped the power to preach 
the will of God to the people. They preach words, and do 
nothing. And it turns out that they say, Do this and 
that, but there is nothing to do, for they do not do any- 
thing good, and only talk. And they talk of what can- 
not be done, but themselves do nothing. All they care to 
do is to retain the right of their teachership, and so they 
try to distinguish themselves: they dress up and want to 
receive honours. And so know that no one ought to call 
himself teacher and pastor. None but our Lord is a 
teacher and pastor. But the pastors call themselves 
teachers, and thus prevent our entering the kingdom of 
God, and themselves do not enter into it. 

These pastors think that it is possible to lead to God 
by external ceremonies, by oaths, and, like blind people, 
they do not see that the external things do not mean any- 
thing, that everything is in the soul of man. They do those 
external things which are easiest, but what is necessary 
and difficult, — love, compassion, truth, — they leave out. 
All they care for is to be externally in the law, and to lead 
others externally to the law. And so they are like whited 
sepulchres, apparently clean without, but an abomination 
within. Externally they honour the holy martyrs, but in 
fact they are those who torture and kill the saints. 

They have always been the enemies of what is good. 
From them proceeds all the evil in the world, for they 
conceal the good, and instead of the good bring forward 
the bad. Most of all fear these self-styled pastors. For 
you know yourselves that any mistake may be corrected ; 
but if men err in what is good, such a mistake can no 
longer be corrected. And it is this that the self-styled 
pastors do. 
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And Jesus said, I wanted here, in Jerusalem, to unite 
all men into one comprehension of the true good, but the 
teachers of this city know only how to kill the teachers 
of good. And so they remain the same godless people 
that they were, and do not know God, unless, loving, 
they accept the comprehension of God. 

And Jesus went away from the temple. Then his dis- 
ciples said to him, What about this temple of God with 
all its adornments, which men have brought as an offer- 
ing for God? 

And Jesus said, Truly I tell you that this whole temple 
with all its adornments will be destroyed, and nothing 
will be left. There is one temple of God,— the hearts 
of men, when they love one another. 

And they asked him, When will this temple be? 

And Jesus said to them, It will not be soon. Many 
people will deceive through my teaching, and there will 
be wars and disturbances on account of it. And there 
will be great lawlessness, and little love. But when the 
true teaching shall be disseminated among all men, there 
will be an end to evil and to offences. 


CHAPTER X. 


THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 


538. Aéyovros dé av- 
Tod Tadra mpds avrovs, 
Hptavro of ypaupmarets 
kal of Papicator devvds 
évéxerv, kal dmrooToua- 
tltev adrov mept m)eb- 
yur, 

54, "Evedpevovres av- 
Tov, Kal (nrovvTes Onped- 
gal Te ék TOD orbuaTos 
avrod, tva Karnyopjow- 
ow avrov. 

AT. Zuviyayov ody 
ol dpxsepe’s Kal of Papi- 
gato. cvvédpiov, Kal @)e- 
yov, Th moter; 8re 
otros 6 &vOpwiros oka 
onuela Trovet. 

48. "Edy ddpduev ad- 


Tov obTw, WavTEs TLoTEU- 


govo. els avrév: kat 
é\eVcorvTar of ‘Pwpaitor 


kal dpovo.w udy Kal 
Tov Témov Kal Td €Ovos. 


Inuke xi. 53. And as he 
said these things unto 
them, the scribes and 
the Pharisees began to 
utes him vehemently, 
and to provoke him to 
speak of many things: 


54. Laying wait for 
him, and seeking to 
catch something out of 
his mouth, that they 
might accuse him. 


John xi. 47. Then gath- 
ered the chief priests 
and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, What 
do we? for this man 
doeth many miracles. 


48. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will be- 
lieve on him; and the 
Romans shall come and 
take away both our 
place and nation. 


OFFENCES 


53. As he said this, 
the learned pastors be- 
gan to urge Jesus vehe- 
mently, and to ask him 
about many things. 


54, They devised to 
eatch him in his own 
words, so as to accuse 
him. 


47. And the chief 
priests, the pastors, met 
in council, and said, 
What shall we do? The 
man gives such proofs 
of his truth. 


48. If we leave him 
alone, all will believe in 
him. And the Romans 
will come and will take 
our city and our nation. 


If we leave him, all will believe, and if all will believe, 


the Romans will take us. 


This verse is remarkable in 


that it clearly defines the significance of Christ’s teaching, 
as the Jews and their pastors understood it, and as our 
pastors intentionally fail to see it. 

Jesus teaches that God is spirit, that he must be served 
in the spirit and with works, that it is not right to resist 
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evil, that we must submit to it, that there are not differ- 
ent nationalities and kingdoms, because in the place of 
the former kingdoms of the earth the kingdom of God is 
preached, where each is free and depends only on God. 
And, of course, if men will believe this, the Romans will 
come and take us. Now the Romans feel that they are 
dealing with a nation; but then they will take us like a 
flock of sheep. And it is this very teaching in which all 
are beginning to believe. It is easy enough to see why, 
if all will believe, the Romans will take us, and why it 
is necessary to put a stop to all these fancies. 
This is what the church says (p. 400): 


If we let him thus alone: Without counteracting him, all will 
believe in him; and it is the truth; the influence of the mir- 
acles of the Lord on the people was such that, if there had been 
no strong counteraction of the party, which was hostile to him, 
the number of believers in him would have been much greater 
than his open adherents. 

And the Romans shall come, etc.: From their point of view, 
there was truth in it, and their fear of the Romans was well 
grounded ; a national uprising would have been for the Romans 
a pretext for destroying even that shadow of independence which 
was still left with the Jews as a nation. In the case of a strong 
national uprising, the Romans would have actually taken posses- 
sion of the place itself, that is, of Jerusalem, as the capital of 
the nation and centre of the nation’s whole life, both religious 
and political, with its temple, worship, etc., and would have pos- 
sessed themselves of the nation itself, that is, would have 
destroyed its very political existence as a nation, as a separate 
political unit. The justice of this judgment showed itself after 
the experiences, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the 
temple, laid waste Palestine, and wiped out the Jews, as a polit- 
ical nation, from the list of nations. But the fatal lie in this 
judgment of the leaders of the national life of the Jews consisted 
in this, that they considered an uprising under the leadership 
of Jesus Christ possible. Absolutely failing to recognize the 
Messiah in the Lord Jesus, because he did not come up to the 
ideal of the Messiah, formed on the basis of distorted and false 
conceptions of what the Messiah was to be, they assumed that 
this miracle-worker might stand at the head of a national upris- 
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ing and bring calamity to the whole nation. This fatal lie and 
judgment about the Lord led to fatal mistakes in the further 
actions of the sanhedrim in relation to Jesus Christ, which were 
foreseen by God and were directed toward the great work of the 
redemption of all humanity through the death of the unac- 
knowledged but true Messiah. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI, p. 252): 


Le mobile qui décida l’autorité nationale a se défaire de 
Jésus est, d’aprés notre texte, d’une nature exclusivement poli- 
tique. On craignait un mouvement populaire, une insurrection 
fomentée, non sans doute par Jésus lui-méme, mais par les 
aspirations religieuses et nationales qui croyaient avoir trouvé 
en lui le roi promis par les prophétes (Chap. VI., 15). Or, les 
hommes placés a la téte des affaires ne partageaient nullement 
cette derniére conviction; ils comprenaient donc que le mouve- 
ment prévu n’aboutirait qu’a une nouvelle catastrophe, qui dé- 
truirait immanquablement les derniers restes de l’autonomie que 
le gouvernement impérial avait encore laissés subsister. Com- 
ment conjurer cette éventualité? Le pontife leur indique le 
moyen le plus simple et le plus expéditif.— I] faut cependant 
rappeler que les Pharisiens étaient les adversaires de Jésus plu- 
t6t 4 cause de ce qu’ils pouvaient appeler son latitudinarisme ; 
c’étaient les Sadducéens qui se placérent au point de vue politique 
que nous venons d’indiquer. On le voit clairement par les Actes 
des apdtres. 


As they do not understand the teaching as it is, there 
results an absurdity, and an artificial explanation is 
needed, which is, that the nation will rise, and the 
Romans will be compelled to suppress the rising. All 
say so alike, but evidently they all alike talk nonsense, 
for there was no cause for any uprising. If all believed, 
all would submit the left cheek after the right, all would 
give up their coats and their cloaks. Whence should 
the uprising come? There would have been no upris- 
ing, but if all believed, there would be no Jewish state, 
no armies, no courts, no wealth, no taxes,—so much is 
certain. 
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48. Kal ovx evpicxov 
7d Th movjowowv, 6 dads 
yap daas ébexpéuaro av- 
TOU adkovwy. 

47. Kal fv diddoKwy 
7d Kad’ iuepay év TH 
lep@- of 5¢ dpxcepe?s Kal 
ol ypamparets éfrjrouv 
avrov amodéoa, Kal ol 
Tp@To. Tov Aaod- 

49. Els dé ris é& av- 
t&v Kaidpas, dpxuepeds 
@v Tov évavrod éxelvov, 
elev avrots, ‘Yyets ovK 
otdare ovdév- 

50. Ovde Siaroylte- 
oe, Sri cupdéper tutv 
tva els AvOpwiros arobdvy 
birép ToD aod, Kal uh 
Sdov 7d €Ovos darédnrau. 

51. Totro dé ad¢’ éav- 
ToD ovK elmev, GANA dp- 
Xtepeds Ov Tod évavrov 
éxelvov,  mpoedrjrevoev 
Src €ueddev 6 Iynoods dzo- 
OvioKery Urép Tod €Ovous: 

52. Kal ovx brép rod 
€Ovous pdvov, adr va 
kal ra réxva Tod Oeob 
Ta Oveckopmicméva cuva- 
yayn els év: 


(a) John xi. 50 


in all the translations. 


Iuke wiv. 48. And 
could not find what they 
might do: for all the 
people were very atten- 
tive to hear him. 


47. And he taught 
daily in the temple. 
But the chief priests 
and the scribes and the 
chief of the people 
sought to destroy him. 


John xi, 49. And one 
of them, named Caia- 
phas, being the high 
priest that same year, 
said unto them, Ye 
know nothing at all. 


50. Nor consider that 
it is better for us, that 
one man should die for 
the people, than that 
the whole nation should 
perish. 


51. And this spake he 
not of himself: but be- 
ing high priest that 
year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for 
that nation: 


52. And not for that 
nation only, but that 
also he should gather to- 
gether in one the chil- 
dren of God that were 
scattered abroad.é 
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48. And they could not 
find what ihe might do, 
for the people clung to 
him and listened to him. 


47. And the chief 
priests and the learned 
sought to destroy him. 


49, One of them, 
named Caiaphas, who 
was the high priest that 
year, said to them, You 
do not understand any- 
thing. 


50. You do not con- 
sider that it is necessary 
that one man should die 
for the people, and that 
the whole people may 
not perish. 


51. This he did not 
speak of himself, but, 
being the high priest 
that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 


52. And not only for 
the nation, but in order 
that the children of God 
be united into one. 


is for some reason wrongly translated 


There is nothing to warrant the 


translation, It is better that one man should die, than; it 
says simply! that it is necessary that one man should 
die, and not that the whole nation should perish. This 
is again an example of a careless relation to the word 
of the Gospel. One translated it wrongly, and all repeated 
the same error, like a lot of sheep. 

This is what the church says (p. 402): 


Ye know nothing at all: You present yourselves as ignorant of 
the whole matter, as irrational and dull of comprehension, since 


1 Nearly as in the King James translation. — Translator’s Note. 
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you consider what you should do, and do not consider and weigh 
this, according to his opinion, most important and decisive cir- 
cumstance, that it is better for us, that is, for the whole Jewish 
nation and, in particular, for its representatives, to sacrifice one 
man, in order that the whole nation may not perish from the 
Romans in case of the supposed rising of the nation for the sake 
of this man. The external rudeness of Caiaphas’s speech (Ye 
know nothing at all, and, Nor consider) are quite natural with 
him, as a Sadducee, to which sect he belonged. The Pharisees 
were softer in their mutual relations and in relation to others 
as far as external matters were concerned (like hypocrites and 
insincere people, which they were); but the Sadducees were 
distinguished for their coarse manners, but under this coarse- 
ness frequently concealed a greater cunning than that of the 
Pharisees. 

In relation to the internal character, the speech of Caiaphas 
transferred the question from the field of conscience to that of 
external politics, and decided without appeal in favour of the 
latter. 

What need is there of considering what to do? Whoever he 
may be, a whole nation may perish on his account, and so he has 
to be sacrificed. What need of considering according to our con- 
science? We must decide according to external circumstances. 

At the basis of the solution lies the same fatal lie as in the 
case of the other members of the sanhedrim: He is not the Mes- 
siah ; but there there is reflection, while here is the cold, egoisti- 
cal, Sacrifice him, without considering, without wavering. 


(0) ta Suecxopricpéva, like cal before ra rékva, is 
wanting in many texts. These words are evidently 
added, in order that the words of Caiaphas, which refer 
directly to the Jews, may be referred to the future 
church. Caiaphas says simply that he has to die for the 
good of the nation and for the unity of the faith, pre- 
cisely what the persecutors of the heretics have always 
said. It seems to be quite clear. In the Gospel, on the 
occasion of the execution of Christ after the accusation of 
the pastors and the indications that all the innocent 
blood from Abel to our day was upon them, we are 
shown in what way they shed this blood and in the 
name of what considerations, And the church is so used 
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to lying with immunity that it naively points out the 
sinfulness of Caiaphas’s reasoning, forgetting that it has 
judged in precisely the same manner for eighteen hundred 
years, and even now judges thus before executions. The 
church has forgotten that it is arraigning itself, for to us 
the centre of gravity of these three verses consists in this, 
that, according to its conceptions, we have here a huge 
pun, and Caiaphas suddenly becomes a prophet. 
This what the church says (p. 403): 


And this spake he not of himself, etc.: The remark of the 
evangelist himself in regard to Caiaphas’s speech, as a prophetic 
utterance. Not the external form of speech or its internal char- 
acter are here kept in view, but only the fundamental thought 
that the Lord will die for the nation. The high priest was in 
antiquity the immediate bearer of the divine revelation, which 
was communicated to him through the Urim and the Thummim. 

After the Babylonian captivity this was no longer the case, 
but none the less it lay in the very idea of the high priesthood 
that it could be the organ of the immediate revelation of God, 
though during the decline of the high priesthood this was no 
longer the case. But God can choose even an unworthy man 
for his all-wise purposes and make him an organ of his im- 
mediate revelation. Out of the evil heart there proceeded words 
which contain a miraculous prophecy. 

He (Caiaphas) said it with malicious intent, but the grace of 
the Spirit used his lips for a prediction of a future event. The 
devil frequently distorts the words of God in a lying manner and 
presents the self-existing truth as a lie. God at times makes 
sport of the devil by placing a striking truth into the mouth of 
the father of lies and his organs. 

Should die for the people: In the sense of an expiatory sacri- 
fice for the sins of the people, which is not to be assumed in 
Caiaphas’s words; he had in mind the execution of one man for 
the whole nation for the sake of its political welfare, but the 
Holy Ghost prophesied through this the grandest truth, namely, 
that one would die for the redemption of the people from 
spiritua] death and for the sake of the spiritual eternal life. 

And not for that nation only: The evangelist completes the in- 
voluntary prophecy of Caiaphas, But also that he should gather 
together in one the children of God, that were scattered abroad. 
By the scattered children of God we must understand, in contra- 
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distinction with the nation, as the Jewish nationality, the 
pagans, and not the Jews who were scattered abroad among 
the pagans. The Lord brought an expiatory sacrifice for the 
whole world, both of Jews and of pagans; both through their 
belief in him become the children of God. It is a prophetic 
manner of speech ; he called them the children of God, as they 
were to become such. By gathering together in one the children 
of God we must not understand the assembly in one place, but 
the gathering of those who were scattered everywhere into one 
society according to the faith in Christ (the one church). All 
believers in Christ, wherever scattered among the unbelievers, 
form one common Christian society, one spiritual body, whose 
head is Christ, and whose members all the rest are. 


And to his shame Reuss says the same (Vol. VI, p. 
253): 


Car Caiaphas, en sa qualité de grand-prétre, a parlé en 
prophéte, involontairement sans doute, mais tout juste au 
moment de la péripétie supréme du drame sacré, cette année-la. 
D’aprés les institutions mosaiques, le grand-prétre rendait des 
oracles. L’usage en était perdu depuis longtemps; la loi et 
lexégése suffisant & tous les besoins sociaux ou ecclésiastiques. 
Mais on comprend que le peuple considérait toujours son chef 
spirituel comme un personnage plus spécialement en rapport 
avec le Trés-Haut. Nous ne serons done pas surpris qu’un 
chrétien, frappé de l’analogie d’une certaine parole, émanée 
dune telle bouche et prononcée dans un but froidement poli- 
tique, avec ce que la foi évangélique regardait comme la vérité 
fondamentale, ait pu envisager cette parole comme inspirée par 
Vesprit de Dieu, pour forcer ]’ennemi de la nouvelle révélation & 
lui rendre un éclatant témoignage. L’Ancien Testament avait 
bien donné d’illustres exemples de cette catégorie. 


He imagines that the author, that is, John, is making 
capital of the pun wimép rod éOvous, but there could not 
be such a thing as a pun here for the author, because he 
has not the slightest idea about the dogma of the redemp- 
tion; he says simply that Caiaphas as a man could not 
say for himself that Jesus ought to be killed, but he said 
it, because, being the high priest, he could utter a prophecy 
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as to what would be for the good of the nation. Nothing 
else is said, and we have no right whatsoever to ascribe 
any other meaning to these words, the more so that with 
this meaning, as given to it by the church, we get nothing 
but a useless pun, while with the actual meaning we get 
a deep significance, which is connected with the words 
about all the blood falling on the pastors, and an instruc- 
tion as to how bad and senseless it is in the name of the 


prophecies of the good of the nation to kill men. 


The 


following verse again shows that it is not an interpolated 
sentence, but an elucidation of a thought, in consequence 
of which the Jews decide conclusively that it is necessary 


to kill him. 


58. ’Am’ éxelyns ody 
THS Auépas gsuveBoudev- 
gavTo iva dmoxrelywouv 
avrdy. 

54. “Incods ody ov- 
Kére mappnola meprerd- 
re év rots ‘Iovdalocs, 
GAG GrHrOev Exeter els 
Thy x@pav éyyds THs 
éptuov, els “Edpatu de- 
youdvny modu, KdKel 
SuérpiBe wera TOV waly- 
T Gv avrov. 

55. “Hv 6é éyyds 7d 
macxa TeV "lovdalwy: 
kal avéBnoav modnXol els 
‘Iepocddupa éx THs xo- 
pas mpd Tov macyxa, iva 
ayviowow éavrovs. 

56. “Egijrovy ody rov 
*"Inoobv, cal €deyov per’ 
arAprwr ev TE lep@ 
éornkéres, TE doxe? bucy, 
drt ob wh EdOq els THV 
EopT HY 5 

67, Acddxeav 5é 
kal of dpxuepets Kal ol 
Papicaio. évrodhv, iva, 
édy Tis yv@ mod éort, 
pnvton, bres midowow 
avrép. 


John vt. 53. Then from 
that day forth they took 
counsel together for to 
put him to death. 


54. Jesus therefore 
walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but 
went thence unto a 
country near to the wil- 
derness, into a city called 
Ephraim, and there con- 
tinued with his dis- 
ciples. 


55. And the Jews’ 
passover was nigh at 
hand: and many went 
out of the country up to 
Jerusalem before the 
passover, to purify 
themselves. 


56. Then sought they 
for Jesus, and spake 
among themselves, as 
they stood in the temple, 
What think ye, that he 
will not come to the 
feast? 


57. Now both the chief 
priests and the Phari- 
sees had given a com- 
mandment, that, if any 
man knew where he 
were, he should shew it, 
that they might take 
him. 

4 


53. From that day on 
they decided to kill him. 


54. But Jesus did not 
appear before the Jews; 
he went away nearer to 
the desert, into the city 
of Ephraim, and there 
remained with his dis- 
ciples. 


55. The Jewish pass- 
over was near, and many 
people came from the 
villages to Jerusalem 
for the passover, to pre- 
pare themselves for the 
feast. 


56. And they sought 
Jesus and spoke among 
themselves in the tem- 
ple, What do you think? 
Will he come to the 
feast? 


57. And the chief 
priests gave a command, 
that if any man knew 
where he was, he should 
announce it, that they 
might vanquish him. 
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1. ‘O 08» "Inoois mpd 
& quepOv Tod mwdoxa 
HrGev els ByOaviar. 

8. Adyovow atr@ ol 
pwabnral, ‘PaBBi, viv 
éffrovy ce NOdoa ot 
*Tovdator, cal raduy vrd- 
yeus éxel; 

9. "Amexpl6n 6 "In- 
govs, Ovxt Swoexd elowy 
@par THs Huépas; éav 
Tis TWepirary év TH Hue- 
pe od mpookérrea, drt 7d 
p&s Tov Kbopouv Tovrou 
Bdéret: 

10. ’Edy 5é rus mepi- 
mary év TH vuKTl, mpo- 
oxérre, bri TO Pas OdK 
éoruv év adT@. 

2. ’Erolncav ody abt @ 
Setrvov éxet, kal 7 Map- 
Oa Sinkdver: 6 5 Ad fapos 
els Rv TOV cvuvavakemée- 
ywv avr@. 

8. ‘H ofy Mapia, da- 
Botca Nirpav pvpov vap- 
Sov miorikhs moduTluov, 
ree rovs mbdas rov 
"Inood, cal ééuake rats 
Opiély abris rovs médas 
atrov: 7 dé olkla érdn- 
pwdn ék THs douAs Tov 
pvpov. 

4. Aéyear ody els ék 
T&v want Gv avrod, ’Iov- 
das Dluwvos’ loxapudrys, 
6 pé\Awy abrov mapadi- 
Odvat, 

5. Aart rotro 7d wv- 
pov ovx émrpd0n TpLaKo- 
clwy dnvaplwy, Kat €566n 
TT WX OCS ; 

6. Eire dé rotro, ovx 
Ort wept Tav TWX dv 
Zuerev ait@, adr’ sre 
krérrns Hy, kal 70 YAwo- 
odxopoy elxe, kal Ta Bad- 
Myeva éBdorager. 


John xii. 1. Then 
Jesus, six days before 
the passover, came to 


Bethany. 
John xi. 8. His dis- 
ciples say unto him, 


Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee; 
and goest thou thither 
again? 


9. Jesus answered, 
Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If 
any man walk in the 
day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the 
light of this world. 


10. But if a man walk 
in the night, he stum- 
bleth, because there is no 
light in him. 


John «xii. 2. There 
they made him a supper; 
and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table 
with him. 


3. Then took Mary a 
pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped his 
feet with her hair: and 
the house was filled with 
the odour of the oint- 
ment. 


4. Then saith one of 
his disciples, Judas Is- 


cariot, Simon’s_ son, 
which should betray 
him, 


5. Why was not this 
ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? 


6. This he said, not 
that he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the 
bag, and bare what was 
put therein, 
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1. Six days before the 
passover, Jesus went to 
Bethany. 


8. And his disciples 
said to him, Teacher, 
the chief priests want to 
stone thee; and thou 
goest there again. 


9. And Jesus answered 
them, In the day there 
are twelve hours. If a 
man walks in the day, 
he does not stumble, be- 
cause he sees the light 
of the world. 


10. Only he who walks 
at night stumbles, be- 
ane there is no light in 

im. 


2. And they made him 
a supper, and Martha 
served him, 


3. Then Mary, her sis- 
ter, took a pound of 
pure, costly, perfumed 
oil, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped 
them with her hair. And 
the house was filled with 
the odour of the oil. 


4. Then said Judas Is- 
cariot, one of his dis- 
ciples, who betrayed 
him, 


5. This oil could be 
sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the 
poor. 


6. He did not say this 
because he cared for the 
poor, but because he was 
a thief and carried the 
bag. 
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7. Eley ody 6’ Iyoots, 
"Ades airy: els Thy ud 
pay Tov évradiacpov pov 
TeTnpnKev avTd. 

8. Tods rrwxods yap 
mwayrore éxeTe pe éav- 
TY, éue dé od wdvToTE 
éxere. 

12. Tp éravpiov 3x os 
monvs 6 €MOav els THY 
éoprnv, akovoavres Ore 
Epxerat 6 Inoods els ‘Ie- 
poodd\upa, 

13. “EdaBov 7a Bata 
Tay powwlkwy, kal é&j)d- 
Boy eis drdurnow avT@, 
kal %xpagov, ‘Qoavvd: 
evdoynuévos 0 épxduevos 
év dvéuare Kuplov, 6 Ba- 
oideds TOO "Toparjn. 

14. Evpdy 52 6’ Inaods 
dvdpioy, xd Oicev err adro, 

11. Kat elofOev els 
‘Tepood\upa. 

10. Kat elaed ObyTos 
avrod els ‘Iepood\upa, 
écelcOn aca 7 1ONs, 
Aéyouoa, Ths éoriy ofT0s; 

11. Ot 5 bxrou ere- 
you, Otréds éoriy ’Inoods 
6 mpopyntns, 6 ard Na- 
gapér rHs Tadsdalas. 

12. Kal elondOev 6 
"Inoots els 7d iepdv Tod 
Oecd, kal €&éBade radvras 
Tovs mwAovyTas Kal ayo- 
pagovras év T@ iep@, 

19. Oi ody Papicator 
elroy mpds éauvTovs, Oew- 
petre Ort ovK wpedeire 
ovdéy; te 6 Kbopos 
érlow avrod amrprOev. 

18. Kal #xovoav of 
ypauparets Kal of dpxte- 
pets, Kal €(qrouv ras av- 
Tov amorécovow: édpo- 
Botvro yap avrov, bru 
was 6 dx dos ékerdhooeTo 
éxt TH didaxq avrod. 


7. Then said Jesus, 
Let her alone: against 
the day of my burying 
hath she kept this. 


8. For the poor always 
ye have with you; but 
me ye have not always. 


12. On the next day, 
much people that were 
come to the feast, when 
they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusa- 
lem, 


13. Took branches of 
palm-trees, and went 
forth to meet him, and 
eried, Hosanna; Blessed 
is the King of Israel 
that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. 


14. And Jesus, when 
he had found a young 
ass, sat thereon.® 

Mark «i. 11. And Jesus 
entered into Jerusalem. 


Matt. xxi.10. And when 
he was come into Jeru- 
salem, all the city was 
moved, saying, Who is 
this? 

11. And the multitude 
said, This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee. 


12. And Jesus went 
into the temple of God, 
and cast out all them 
that sold and bought in 
the temple. 


John «xt. 19. The 
Pharisees therefore said 
among themselves, Per- 
ceive ye how ye prevail 
nothing? behold, the 
world is gone after him. 


Mark xi. 18. And the 
scribes and chief priests 
heard it, and sought how 
they might destroy him: 
for they feared him, 
because all the people 
was astonished at his 
doctrine, 
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7. And Jesus said, Let 
her alone: she did this 
for the day of my burial. 


8. You will always 
have the poor, but me 
not always. 


12. On the next day, 
the whole people that 
came to the feast heard 
that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 


13, And they took 
branches, and came out 
to meet him, and cried, 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of God, the 
king of Israel. 


14, And Jesus found a 
young ass, and sat upon 
it 


11. And Jesus entered 
Jerusalem. 


10. And when he en- 
tered, all the city arose, 
and asked, Who is this? 


11. The people said, 
This is Jesus, the proph- 
et of Nazareth of Gal- 
ilee. 


12. And Jesus entered 
the temple, and drove 
out all who sold and 
bought. 


19. The pastors said 
among themselves, See 
there, what else will it 
be? The whole world is 
following him, 


18. And they consid- 
ered how they might 
destroy him, for they 
were afraid of him, lest 
the people should be 
carried away by his 
teaching. 
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20. ”Hoav 5é roves 
“EAAnves €x TO d&vaBat- 
vovTwy Iva wporkuriow- 
ow év TH éopry: 

21. Obrot ody rpooHd- 
Bov Pitlexw tH dard 
BryOcaida rHs Tadivalas, 
kal npwrwy abrov éyor- 
Tes, Kupie, 0éNouev Tov 
"Inoody ldeiv. 

22. “Epxerac Bldur- 
mos Kal Néyee TH Ap- 
Spég: kalardduy’ Avdpéas 
Kal Biurmos Néyouot TH 
*Inood. 

23. ‘O 5¢’Inaois dare- 
kplvaro avrois éywr, 
"EdhAvdev ) wpa iva do- 
tac7 6 ulds rod dvOpw- 
qrov. 

24.’ Auhy duhv \éyw 
buiv, Edv. ph 6 Kbxkos 
Tov oltov mecwy els Thy 
yiv aroddyn, avros pd- 
vos éver: éav dé drodd- 
vy, Toddv Kkaprov Pépe. 

25. ‘O pii@y rhy pr- 
xv avrovd amodéce av- 
Thy Kal 6 mody Thy 
yuxhy abrod év re 
koopnm TovTy, els why 
aldviov purdtea abrhy. 

26. "Edy éuol diaxova 
Tis, €uol dkodovbelTw: Kal 
Sov elul eyo, éxe? Kal 
6 didxovos 6 éuds ora: 
kal édy ris éuol diaxory, 
Tipjoe abroy 6 TaThp. 


John xii. 20. And 
there were certain 
Greeks among them that 
came up to worship at 
the feast: 


21.The same came 
therefore to _ Philip, 
which was of Bethesda 
of Galilee, and desired 
him, saying, Sir, we 
would see Jesus. 


22. Philip cometh and 
telleth Andrew: and 
again Andrew and Philip 
tell Jesus. 


23. And Jesus an- 
swered them, saying, 
The hour is come, that 
the Son of man should 
be glorified. 


24. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abid- 
eth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much 
fruit. 


25. He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in 
this world, shall keep it 
unto life eternal. 


26. If any man serve 
me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: 
if any man serve me, 
him will my Father hon- 
our. 
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2%. And there were 
some Greeks among 
those who came to the 
feast. 


21. These went up to 
Philip, and said, Sir, we 
want to see Jesus. 


22. Philip went, and 
told Andrew; and An- 
drew and Philip told 
Jesus. 


23. And Jesus replied 
to them, The hour has 
come, when the son of 
man will be recognized. 


24. You know your- 
selves that, if a kernel 
of wheat falls into the 
ground and does not die, 
it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it brings forth 
much fruit, 


25. He who is afraid 
for his life will lose it; 
and he who does not 
spare his life in this 
world, will keep it in 
the true life. 


26. If any man serves 
me, let him follow me. 
Where I am,,there is 
my servant. He who 
serves me will be hon- 
oured by my Father. 


(a) I put here Verses 8-10 of Chapter XI. of John, as 
more instructive in this place. 


(6) Verses 14-18 speak of the meaning of Jesus’ 


sitting on the ass. 


Here is what Reuss says about it (Vol. VI, p. 257): 


Jésus montait un 4ne qu’il avait trouve. 
moment, ne faisait attention 4 cette circonstance. 


Personne, en ce 
Plus tard, 
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quand les disciples commencérent % étudier l’Kcriture pour y 
chercher des allusions 4 V’histoire de leur Maitre, ils découvrirent 
entre autres le passage de Zacharie ix, 9, qui parle de l’entrée du 
Messie monté sur un Ane. Ce détail, purement accessoire dans 
la peinture idéale du prophéte, est la chose capitale pour notre 
auteur, qui néglige les autres éléments du texte, pour se rappeler 
seulement que cet Ane a réellement figuré ce jour-la, et pour con- 
stater ainsi la réalité de la prédiction. Ce naif aveu nous fait 
voir comment, dés l’abord, la société chrétienne fut & méme de 
rassembler un nombre assez considérable et toujours croissant de 
prophéties trés-spéciales découvertes dans les anciens textes et qui 
bient6t formérent le fonds principal de la science apologétique. 
Quant & la phrase: lorsqu’il eut été glorifi¢, nous savons qu’elle 
signifie: aprés sa mort et son exaltation. — On avait fait ainsi, 
parce que cela avait été prédit: c’est le méme point de vue que 
celui de Matthieu, dans sa phrase accoutumée. I] n’est nulle- 
ment nécessaire de traduire: J/s (les disciples) avaient fait ainsi 
sans savoir qu’ils accomplissaient une prophétie. 


These verses show nothing and change nothing, and so 
are not needed. 


(c) Reuss says (Vol. VI, pp. 258-262): 


Voici encore un passage qui est de nature 4 confirmer notre 
maniére de voir au sujet du degré de réalité historique des con- 
versations qui servent 4 l’exposition des idées développées par la 
bouche de Jésus, d’aprés la méthode de )’évangéliste. Que des 
Grecs, c’est-4-dire ici des nationaux Hellénes non circonsis, se 
soient trouvés parmi les pélerins de la féte de Paques, et cela non 
pas comme simplee curieux, mais conduits par un besoin religieux 
réel, c’est 14 un fait trop explicitement attesté par histoire apos- 
tolique, pour qu’il puisse soulever le moindre doute. Mais on 
remarquera que l’auteur se borne & les introduire sur la scéne, et 
qu'il les laisse 14 sans plus s’en occuper le moins dumonde. (Les 
plus avisés pensent que Jésus aura eu un entretien sympathique 
avec ces Grecs, en traversant la cour extérieure ow ils avaient df 
s’arréter et attendre qu’il sortit.) Ce n’est pas 4 eux que Jésus 
adresse la parole, mais & ses disciples, ou pour mieux dire, aux 
lecteurs de ce livre; les disciples ne rapportent pas de réponse 
aux Grecs, et ceux-ci disparaissent sans qu’on apprenne méme 
s’ils ont atteint leur but et s’ils se retirent contents. 

Mais si ce morceau ne satisfait en aucune fagon celui qui 


SY 


demande & Vhistorien des faits & contours nettement dessinés, 
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en revanche, il est on ne peut plus significatif par Vidée qu’il 
exprime, et la valeur symbolique du récit ne se révéle nulle part 
d’une maniére & la fois plus grandiose et plus heureuse. 

L’auteur est arrivé au terme de la vie publique de Jésus. Le 
tableau du conflit tragique entre la nouvelle révélation et l’esprit 
du judaisme est achevé. Une faible minorité a cru, une puis- 
sante majorité, non seulement est restée sourde @ l’appel, mais 
s’appréte & détruire violemment l’ceuvre de la régénération du 
monde & peine commencée. Tout est dit désormais sur cet 
antagonisme. Le lecteur pressent la catastrophe imminente. 
Voila qu’un nouvel horizon s’ouvre tout & coup devant ses yeux ; 
une perspect ve, pour le moment encore tout idéale et prophé- 
tique, lui fait entrevoir, pour une cause en apparence compromise, 
si ce n’est perdue, la glorieuse conquéte du monde paien, cette 
compensation brillante et pleine d’avenir, qui fera bientdt oublier 
la résistance aussi mesquine que méchante du monde judaique. 
Et cette conquéte, elle vient pour ainsi dire s’offrir d’elle-méme ; 
ce ne sont pas les apdtres de Christ qui l’entreprennent spon- 
tanément. Tout au contraire, quand les premiers symptémes de 
ce mouvement providentiel et presque miraculeux se manifestent, 
les disciples ont de la peine 4 le comprendre, ils hésitent a s’y 
associer, ils se consultent les uns les autres, ils ont recours, avec 
une espéce de timidité formaliste, au Maitre lui-méme, pour savoir 
ce quwils ont a faire. . . . Mais c’est la de histoire dans le grand 
style ; c’est, en deux mots, l’esprit des faits si clairement retracés 
dans les Actes; c’est le résumé de histoire apostolique. Sobre 
de paroles, comme toujours, l’auteur ébauche en quelques lignes 
2e programme d’un avenir dont lui-méme a contemplé les pé- 
ripéties, avant d’écrire son livre; ce n’est pas sa faute si ses 
commentateurs, restant & fleur de terre, se débattent dans les em- 
barras d’une interprétation aveuglément littérale, désorientés par 
les réticences du texte et manquant d’autant plus naturellement 
Vintelligence de Vidée, qu’ils épluchent plus méticuleusement les 
détails de la forme. (La fable de l’ambuscade du roi Abgar 
d’Edesse, rapportée par Eusébe, et répétée par les amateurs de 
légendes, n’a rien & faire ici.) 

Dés qu’on se place a ce point de vue pour se rendre compte de 
la nature du cadre, on n’a plus de peine & saisir le sens intime 
des paroles de Jésus auxquelles ce cadre doit donner du relief. 
La conquéte du monde, j’entends celle du monde paien, a pour 
condition la mort préalable du Sauveur. C’est elle qui donnera 
le signal de cette course victorieuse de l’Kvangile, toujours pro- 
mise, et jusque-la si peu réalisée (v. 32); elle sera done avant 
tout la glorification et du Pére et du Fils qui fait ’ceuvre du 
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Pére. Ici encore, l’histoire se charge de ratifier les assertions de 
notre texte. Mais si notre auteur a pu avoir besoin d’une expé- 
rience pratique pour se pénétrer de cette vérité, Jésus, d’aprés le 
témoignage méme des Synoptiques, prévoyait et prédisait les 
grandes destinées de son Evangile, subordonnées & cette condi- 
tion, sans qu’il jugeat a propos de mettre la main & leur accom- 
plissement, d’une maniére directe et immédiate, méme sans 
diriger ses disciples de ce cdté-la. On remarquera que l’idée 
d’une glorification du fils de homme est mise ici en rapport 
intime avec l’extension de son ceuvre ou de son influence (v. 32) 
dans le monde; et c’est pour cela que l’image du grain de blé est 
choisie de préférence a toute autre. Ce grain peut se conserver 
dans sa condition naturelle pendant un temps indéterminé, mais 
il restera ce qu'il est, seul et isolé, a moins d’étre mis en contact 
avec ’humidité de la terre. Sa fécondité (Matth. xiii. 23) dépend 
de sa mort, c’est-a-dire d’une transformation qui dégage le germe 
vivifiant de son enveloppe. Cette image est de nature & rendre 
plausible le paradoxe de la mort considérée comme condition de 
la vie, ou plus exactement, de la mort individuelle, considérée 
comme condition de la vie 4 communiquer au dehors. 

Et ce qui est une vérité a la fois théologique et historique dans 
son application immédiate 4 la personne du Sauveur, envoyé au 
monde pour y déposer le germe de la vie céleste qui lui était 
propre, ce sera vrai aussi, dans un sens analogue, bien que modi- 
fié, pour tous ceux qui marchent sur ses traces. Pour avoir la 
vie, il ne faut pas craindre la mort (Matth. x. 39; xvi. 25. 
Luc ix. 24; xvii. 33). Aprés ce qui a été dit sur ces passages 
paralléles, nous n’avons pas & analyser cette pensée tout au long. 
Disons seulement que notre texte, reproduit d’abord la maxime 
spirituellement paradoxale de la vie qui se perd quand on l’aime, 
et de la vie qui se conserve quand on la hait (cette derniére 
exagération de l’expression nous est également connue par Luc 
xiv. 26), dans laquelle un seul et méme mot (psyche) est tour a 
tour pris dans deux sens différents. Mais il comprend un élé- 
ment qui a été quelquefois mal expliqué et qui nous embarrasse 
dans la traduction, en ce que la langue frangaise, pour rendre le 
mot zoé, se sert également du terme de vie. Cela a conduit 
quelques interprétes 4 croire que l’auteur veut dire: celui qui 
sacrifie sa vie terrestre (pour la cause de la vérité), la conservera 
pour la vie éternelle, c’est-a-dire s’assurera la jouissance future de 
la vie de l'autre monde. Cela ne serait étre la pensée de l’évan- 
géliste (Chap. v. 24; xi. 26). En traduisant: en vie éternelle, 
phrase assez peu claire, mais adoptée faute de mieux, nous avons 
voulu exprimer cette pensée: celui qui sacrifie sa vie, en tant 
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qu’elle est terrestre et passagére, la conserve, en tant qu’elle est 
devenue éternelle, impérissable (comp. Chap. iv. 14). La men- 
tion du service doit probablement nous rappeler l’apostolat, lequel 
a des chances analogues de mort, mais aussi des promesses 
pareilles de glorification; mais il va sans dire, qu’en parlant 
de l’apostolat, nous n’entendons pas en restreindre la sphére aux 
Douze. Ici, comme partout, la parole de Jésus s’adresse & tous 
ceux qui le suivent et le servent; elle ne tire pas sa valeur des 
circonstances dans lesquelles elle est censée se produire d’aprés 
le cadre historique, mais de sa vérité intrinséque et absolue. 

On rapproche communément l’émotion, dont il est question & 
la fin de ce morceau, de ce que les autres évangélistes racontent 
de la scéne de Gethsémané, et par cette méme raison, on emploie 
de préférence les termes de trouble, d’effroi, d’angoisse. L’analogie 
est trop grande pour pouvoir étre contestée, malgré la différence 
absolue des circonstances extérieures. Cependant il n’est pas 
moins évident que |’auteur, s’il avait eu en vue la scene de 
Gethsémané, soit quwil en ait été témoin oculaire, soit qu’il ne 
Vait connue que par la tradition, en aurait singulierement affaibli 
les couleurs. I] n’est pas question ici d’une lutte intérieure, d’une 
angoisse qui serait allée jusqu’a réagir sur le corps, et qui aurait 
éprouvé le besoin d’aller chercher un appui et une consolation 
aupres des disciples plongés dans le sommeil de J’insouciance. 
Le Jésus du 4¢ évangile peut verser des larmes de sympathie 
pour la douleur de ses amis, il ne saurait reculer un instant 
devant la mort qu’il a proclamée dés l’abord (Chap. iii. 14) 
comme la condition du salut du monde, et qui, arrivée & son 
heure (Chap. vii. 30; vill. 20), ne peut lui apparaitre comme 
quelque chose qui devait l’étonner. I] ne dit pas ici avee un 
serrement de cceur: Mon pére, sauve-moi! I] dit: Devrai-je 
dire: mon pére, sauve-moi? Mais...,etc. Son émotion 
n’est pas celle d’une faiblesse momentanée et touchante, qui 
lui arracherait des soupirs et qui se trahirait par de grosses 
gouttes de sueur, c’est celle d’une grande 4me, d’un héroisme 
divin, qui a la pleine conscience de son but et de son devoir, 
et dont la résolution est plus fortifiée qu’ébranlée en face de 
la péripétie supréme. C’est pour cela qu’il est arrivé & cette 
heure, pour que, de la mort d’un seul, naisse la vie de plusieurs ; 
pour que l’inimité du monde aboutisse 4 la gloire de Dieu. Cette 
pensée explique aussi la forme donnée a la priére finale. 

Ne nous le cachons pas: la scéne de Gethsémané et celle-ci 
témoignent de deux conceptions différentes de la position de 
Jésus en face de la mort. Elles sont belles et sublimes toutes 
les deux; toutes les deux ont un cachet de vérité intrinséque. 
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Celle de la tradition représentée par les Synoptiques reste davan- 
tage sur le terrain des réalités humaines, et par cela méme elle 
est devenue plus populaire et surtout plus individuellement 
édifiante; celle que nous venons de lire est plus idéale et plus 
théologique; aussi bien n’a-t-elle jamais créé, comme I’autre, des 
embarras a la théorie des écoles. La scéne de la transfiguration 
compléte théologiquement la premiére conception et ]’éléve & la 
hauteur de la seconde. 


The church says the same in regard to the connection 
of Jesus’ speech with the desire of the Greeks to see 
him. 

Reuss’s view is correct, but, as in all of his explana- 
tions, there are added mystical, obscure interpretations of 
what is clear without any interpretation, if we do not 
forget that Jesus denies the whole faith of Moses. The 
whole speech of Jesus, after he heard that the Greeks, or 
the Gentiles in general, wanted to be his disciples, is 
called forth by the consciousness that the decisive minute 
has come. But for the explanation it is not necessary to 
assume any prophetic ideas in Jesus. The whole propo- 
sition is clear as it is. According to his whole teaching, 
Jesus is incomparably nearer to the Gentiles than to the 
Jews. When he spoke to the Jews, he spoke the words 
of their Scripture and visited their sanctuaries, but now 
there appear pagans who want to be his disciples. 

The pagans, according to the conception of the Jews, 
are apostates, godless people, who ought to be exter- 
minated, and suddenly he sides with the pagans. So 
long as he seemingly corrected the Jewish law, he was 
a kind of a Jewish prophet, but suddenly, through his 
siding with the pagans, it appears clearly that, according 
to the ideas of the Jews, he is a pagan. And if he is 
a pagan, he must perish, and there is no salvation for him. 

And it is this siding with the pagans which calls forth 
in him the decisive words, which show the imperturbabil- 
ity of his conviction. He is a pagan, well, let him be, he 
says. What am I? And you may understand me as 
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you please. 


in order that it may give forth fruit. 


27. Nov » puxn pov 
Terdpaxrac Kal TL el ; 
mwarep, c@oby pe €x THS 
pas Tavrys. add did 
To0To #AOov els THY Mpav 
TAUT HY. 

28. IIdrep, 
gov Td bvoua. 

31. Nov xplois éort 
rod kbopuou TovToU: vor 6 
&pxwy Tov Kbopov Tov- 
tou éxBdAnOjoerar eéw- 

82. Kayo édy tWw- 
03 éx THs ys, wavras 
é\xtow mpds éuavTdv. 

34. ’Arexpl0n aire 6 
3xAos, ‘Hyue?s HKovoapev 
éx Tod vduou, 6716 Xpi- 
ords péve els Tov aldva: 
kal mOs od déyes, “Ore 
Se? HW wOHvat Tov vldy Tod 
avOpwrov; tls éoriv od- 
Tos 6 vids TOU avOpwrov ; 
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John xii. 27. Now is 
my soul troubled: and 
what shall I say? Fa- 
ther, save me from this 
hour: but for this cause 
came I unto this hour. 


28. Father, glorify thy 
name. 


31. Now is the judg- 
ment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. 


32. And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto 
me.® 

34. The people an- 
swered him, We have 
heard out of the law 
that Christ abidethe for- 
ever: and how sayest 
thou, The Son of man 
rust be lifted up? who 
is this Son of man? 
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I shall perish, but the seed must perish 


27. Now my life is 
being decided, and what 
shall I say? Father, save 
me from this hour. 


28. Father, show thy- 
self. 


31. Now is the sen- 
tence pronounced on the 
world; now will he who 
rules the world be cast 
out. 


32. And if I shall be 
lifted up above the 
earth, I will draw all 
toward me. 

34, And the people an- 
swered him, e know 
from the law that the 
Lord does never change; 
how, then, dost thou say 
that the son of man must 
be lifted up? Who is 
this son of man? 


(a) Verses 29 and 30 are left out, as incomprehensible 
and unnecessary. So far Jesus spoke with the disciples, 
but now he turns to all the people and to the Greeks. 

(6) This is what Reuss says of Verse 33 (Vol. VL, 


p. 264): 


La mort de Christ est une glorification, surtout par ses consé- 


quences pratiques, déja signalées plus haut: ce qui tout 4 ’heure 
était symbolisé par la fécondation du grain de blé, est ici exprimé 
en toutes lettres, comme une force d’attraction, non pas certes 
absolument irrésistible, puisqu’il y a toujours des incrédules, 
mais tellement puissante, qu’elle s’exercera au loin, sur toutes les 
catégories d’hommes, sur ceux-la méme auxquels personne ne 
songeait encore en ce moment. La mort de Christ, au gré de la 
théologie joannique, est done une ezaltation, et non un abaisse- 
ment. Et qui voudrait en douter, puisque c’est Vauteur qui 
prononce ce mot? Et qui refusera de faire remonter & Jésus 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 245 


méme cette sublime réflexion sur sa destinée et sur celle du 
monde (comp. histoire de la transfiguration), quand il se sera 
convaincu que l’interpréte de sa pensée l’affaiblit, comme s’il ne 
Vavait pas suffisamment approfondie? Car il est impossible que 
Jésus ait simplement voulu dire: je ne serai ni lapidé, ni déca- 
pité, mais je serai crucifié, comme si g’avait été 14 la chose im- 
portante par excellence, ou que cela efit changé le moins du monde 
la portée de sa mort, Mais l’apdtre, comme tous ses collégues et 
contemporains, avait le gofit des rapprochements de détail, et 
cette préoccupation pouvait lui faire perdre de vue les grandes 
affinités des idées et des faits considérés dans leur ensemble. 


In any case this verse is quite superfluous, especially 
since the question of the Jews (Verse 34) no longer refers 
to Christ’s death on the cross, but only to the lifting up 
of the son of man. 

(c) wéver has here clearly its usual meaning of opposi- 
tion to motion, that is, to lifting up. This points out 
who the son of man is that is to be lifted up. 


Jesus and the Jews understand what they are talking 
about. Jesus says that he will draw all toward him, 
that when he shall be lifted up over the earth, there 
will happen what will unite them, that is, Christ will 
be the lord of life. The Jews very clearly understand 
his words, and say, But how is it that it says that Christ 
is always unchangeable, while thou sayest that this Christ, 
the lord, is nothing more than man, who will be lifted up 
over the earth? And Jesus at once replies to this ques- 
tion that this man who is lifted up over the earth is the 
light of the comprehension. 


John xii. 35. Then Je- 35. And Jesus said to 


85. “Ere uixpdv ypdvov 
70 pas ped” dudv éore. 
mepimareire Ews TO POS 
éxere, iva ph oxorla 
vuds KaraddBn: Kal 6 
mepimarav év rn oKorla 
ovk olde rod brdye. 

36. “Ews 7d ds 
exeTe, miatevere els Td 


sus said unto them, Yet 
a little while is the light 
with you.s Walk while? 
ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon 
you: for he that walk- 
éth in darkness knoweth 
not whither he goeth. 


36. While ye have 
light, believe in the 


them, Yet a little while 
is the light in you. Live 
since there is light, lest 
darkness come upon 
you. He who walks in 
darkness does not know 
whither he goes. 


36. While you have the 
light, believe in the 
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pas, tva vlol pwrds 
yévno Ge. 

44. "Inoods dé expate 
kal elev, ‘O micredwv 
els éue od micrever els 
éue, GAN els Tov méu- 
pavrd me 

45. Kal 6 dewpdv éue 
Oewpe? Tov méuarTd pe. 

46. "Ey @@s els Tov 
kocpov €AjAvOa, tva mas 
6 mistevwy els ue ev TH 


okoria uh pelvy. 


47. Kal édy rls pov 
dkovon T&v pyudrwv Kal 
ph mureton, eyo ov 
kplyw abrév: ob yap F)- 
Bow tva Kplyw Tov Kbo pov, 
GAN tra chow Tov Kbo- 


v. 

48. ‘O déer Gp ene, cal 
Uh AapBavwv Ta phuara 
pov, éxee Tov xKplvovra 
avrév: 6 Adbyos dy édd- 
Anoa, éxetvos Kpivel av- 
Tov év TH Cox darn Hmépa. 


49. “Ore éya é& éuav- 
Tod ovK é\ddnoa: GAN 6 
wéuwas we warhp, adros 
por évrodkhny edwxe, Th 
elmw kal Tl Nadjow: 


50. Kal olda are 7 
évrodh avrod twh ald- 
vids éotiv. & ody Aad 
eye, Kabas elpné wor 6 
maTnhp, oUTw add. 

86. Tatra é\ddyoev 
6 "Inoots, cal dredOdv 
éxpvBn amr adr dv. 


light, that ye may be 
the children of light, 


44, Jesus cried and 
said, He that believeth 
on me, believeth not on 
me, but on him that sent 
me, 


45. And he that seeth 
me seeth him that sent 
me. 

46. Iam come a light 
into the world, that who- 
soever believeth on me 
should not abide in dark- 
ness, 


47. And if any man 
hear my words, and be- 
lievec not, I judge him 
not: for l¢ came not to 
judge the world, but to 
save the world. 


48. He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word 
that I have eee the 
same shall judge him in 
the last day. 


49. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but 
the Father which sent 
me, he gave me a com- 
mandment, what I 
should say, and what I 
should speak. 

50. And I know that his 
commandment is Jife 
everlasting : whatsoever 
I speak therefore, even 
as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 


36, These things spake 
Jesus, and_ departed, 
and did hide himself 
from them. 
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light, that you may be 
the children of the light. 


44. Jesus spoke in a 
loud voice, He who be- 
lieves in my teaching 
believes not me, but 
him who sent me, 


45. And he who under- 
stands me, understands 
him who sent me, 

46. My teaching is the 
light, which has come 
into the world that who- 
ever believes in me 
should not be left in 
darkness. 

47. And if any man 
hears my words and 
does not keep them, I 
do not condemn him, 
for I am not called to 
condemn men, but to 
save them. 


48. He who does not 
unite with me and does 
not receive my words, 
has within him the one 
who will condemn him. 
The comprehension, 
which I have expressed, 
condemns him till the 
last day. 

49. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but 
the Father who sent me 
gave me a command- 
ment, what I should say 
and speak. 


50. And I know that 
this commandment is 
the eternal life. What I 
speak, I speak, as the 
Father has told me: so I 
speak. 


36. Thus spoke Jesus 
and he went away, an 
hid himself from them. 


(2) Most remarkable is the change of év tyuiv into wel? 


buay, which is found in many texts. 


The translations 


generally render it by with you, whereas it says that it, 
the light, is in all people. 
(6) In many texts and in Tischendorf it reads as, 
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(c) Griesbach has cat wu) duradEn ; the same in Tischen- 
dorf. 
(d) éy® shows that the emphasis is on the pronoun. 


So this is what Jesus said about the pagans, when he 
was provoked to say clearly what their Christ and his son 
of man were. He said simply and clearly, The son of 
man is the lord of life, and the basis of his teaching is 
light. In each of you is this light, so live by this light, 
and you will be the children of the light. And that is 
all. 

Immediately after these verses follow unnecessary dis- 
cussions about the agreement of this passage with the 
prophecy, and then the story of how these words acted 
on the people. After this story Jesus’ speech is con- 
tinued, though it is not explained on what occasion and 
when it was told. This discourse is a continuation of 
the preceding one, and so has to be connected with it; 
but the verses of how it affected the people ought to be 
transferred after the discourse. 


42. “Opuws pévroe Kat 
éx TOv apxovTwy toddol 
érlatevoav els avrév 
G\Aad dia Tos Papi- 
calovs otx wpoddyour, 
ta ph dmrocvrvdywyot 
yévwvrat’ 

43. ’Hydrnoav yap 
Thy dbkayv T&v avOpdrwy 


John wit. 42. Never- 
theless among the chief 
rulers also many be- 
lieved on him; but be- 
cause of the Pharisees 
they did not confess 
him, lest they should be 
put out of the syna- 
gogue: 

43. For they loved the 
praise of men more than 
the praise of God. 


42. But many of the 
rulers believed in his 
teaching, but did not 
confess it on account of 
the pastors, lest they be 
put out of the church, 


43, For they valued 
more the judgment of 
men, than of God. 


HGdXov rep Thy dSdgav 
Tov Qeov. 


Several times before, the pastors of the Mosaic church 
wanted in one way or another to put a stop to the preach- 
ing which destroyed their teaching and made their lie 
manifest. They tried to prove to him the incorrectness 
of his teaching, but their arguments only confirmed it, 
and they felt their helplessness; but to them the recogni- 
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tion or non-recognition of his teaching meant something 
different than to simple people. A simple man, on learn- 
ing the truth, rejected the error, and was happy. Buta 
pastor, a teacher, on learning the truth, had to admit that 
he had been a deceiver. But this the pastors neither 
would nor could admit. They did not live by the true 
good, and so the true good was hateful to them. 

After the arraignment of the pastors, the disciples saw 
that he would not fare well, if he went to Jerusalem, and 
so they tried to persuade him not to go, and were afraid 
for him. They feared lest something bad might befall 
him. But he said to them, Can anything bad befall him 
who knows what he is doing? As he who walks in day- 
time does not stumble, so there cannot be anything bad 
to him who lives in the light and by the light of truth. 
I bear within me the light of truth, and as long as there 
is light in me, there cannot be anything bad. What of 
it, if they spit upon, and strike, and beat, and even kill 
the son of man? They will kill the body, but the son of 
man will arise. 

But the disciples did not understand it. They came 
to Bethany, near Jerusalem, and the chief priests and the 
Pharisees learned that he was coming, and that the people 
joined them more and more. What shall we do? thought 
the Pharisees. All believe him: they believe that power 
is not necessary, that riches are not necessary, that 
nationality is not necessary. If all will believe, the 
other nations will take us and will take from us every- 
thing which to us seems so important. 

At the council Caiaphas said, Of course, our nationality 
and our whole civil life will perish, if we allow this man 
to continue his preaching. We must kill him at once. 
It is better that one man should perish, than that the 
nationality, the state, should be destroyed; and they 
decided to kill him. And it was not Caiaphas the man, 
but Caiaphas the high priest, who decided to have him 
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killed. In the name of his prophetic utterance that it 
would be worse for the nation, he departed from the law, 
Thou shalt not kill. 

What extraordinary blindness of the men who profess 
to be Christians! All the evil which they commit is 
foreseen in the Gospel and is directly pointed out. The 
considerations of state stand in opposition to the teaching 
of God, and the adherence to the considerations of state 
leads to the killing of Jesus the God, according to the 
teaching of the churches. Is it possible more strongly 
and more manifestly to point out the evil which results 
from considerations of state, and can they more strongly 
be prohibited? And yet Christians have been putting to 
death these eighteen hundred years in the name of the 
considerations of state. 

In Jerusalem the pagans come to Jesus and want to be 
his disciples. He is troubled for a moment, when he has 
openly and completely to renounce Judaism and acknowl- 
edge that he is nearer to the pagans than to the Jews; 
but this confusion lasts but a short time. He says to 
himself, Why should I be afraid? It is precisely what 
I have been wishing, and even now I wish that the will 
of God be made manifest. And he says outright that 
Christ, whom they expect, is nothing else but this, that 
in man there is the light of the comprehension; but it 
is necessary to live by this light of the comprehension, 
in order that one may have the true life, and that it 
is not he who is thinking so, but that it is the will of 
God, the beginning of everything. He who believes me, 
believes him who sent me. If one does not believe, 
there is in him what condemns him. The comprehen- 
sion condemns him. This light is in you, so live by this 
light, for it is life, and you will be the children of the 
light. 

They ask him, Who is the son of man? How can he 
say it more clearly? If he said, It is I, they would have 
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the right to understand him wrongly; if he said, It is 


you, it would be the same. 


He tells them what forms 


his teaching of the son of man,—that he is the light 
which is sent into the world, and that the light is life, 
and that we must live by it alone. 


THE ASSEMBLING AND PLOTTING OF THE HIGH PRIESTS 


8. Tére ouryixonoay 
ol dpxcepets Kal ol ypay- 
pares kal of mpecBvrepor 
Tod aod els THY avANY 
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youévouv Kaiada, 

4. Kal auvveBovdev- 
cavro iva roy 'Incody 
Kparhowor ddd\w, Kal 
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Tovs apx.epels, 
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mapad@. 
17. Tp 6¢ rpdéry rev 
atvuwy mporndOov ol 


pabnral T@ “Inood, é- 
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éroudowpév cor paryely 
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18. ‘O dé elev, ‘Yrd- 
vere els THv ody pds 
Tov Setva, kal elrare av- 
TP, O diddoKanos AEyet, 
‘O xaupés pou éyyus éore: 
mpds cé rod To Taoxa 
peTA TOY pabyT Gy pov, 


Matt. xxvi. 3. Then 
assembled together the 
chief priests, and the 
scribes, and the elders 
of the people, unto the 
palace of the high priest, 
who was called Cai- 
aphas, 

4, And consulted that 
they might take Jesus 
by subtilty, and kill 
him, 


5. But they said, Not 
on the feast day, lest 
there be an _ uproar 
among the people. 

14, Then one of the 
twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went unto the 
chief priests, 


15. And said unto 
them, What will ye give 
me, and I will deliver 
him unto you? And 
they covenanted with 
him for thirty ~ieces 
of silver. 

16. And from that time 
he sought opportunity 
to betray him. 


17. Now the first day 
of the feast of unleay- 
ened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying 
unto bim, Where wilt 
thou that we prepare for 
thee to eat the passover? 


18. And he said, Go 
into the city to such a 
man, and say unto er 
The Master saith, 
time is at hand; I will 
keep the passover at ol 
house with my disc 
ples.d 


. Then assembled the 
ahier puicer, the scribes, 
the elders of the people 
in the yard of the high 
priest Caiaphas, 


4. And consulted how 
they might take Jesus 
See conning: and kill 


5. And they said, Only 
not on the feast day, or 
else there will be a noise 
ann the people. 

Then one of the 
irelte: Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests, 


15. And said, What will 
ee give me, if I deliver 

im to you? They prom- 
ised him thirty coins. 


16. And from that time 
he sought an oppor- 
tunity to betray him. 


17. On the first day of 
the feast of the unleav- 
ened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, and said 
to him, Where ‘dost thou 
order us to prepare the 
passover? 


18. And he said, Go 
into the city to some 
man,and say to him, I 
have little time: I want 
to take the passover with 
thee. 
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19. Kat érolycay ol 
padnral ws cuvérater av- 
tois 6 'Inaois, Kal hrol- 
pacay To raoxa. 

20. ’Owlas dé ‘yevo- 
wévns avéxetto werd TOY 
Oddexa. 

1. IIpd 6¢ rs éopris 
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Slav "Iovda Zluwvos 
*Ioxapudrov iva avrov 
Tapadg. 


19. And the disciples 
did as Jesus had ap- 
pointed them; and they 
made ready the pass- 
over. 


20. Now when the even 
was come, he sat down 
with the twelve. 


John xiti. 1. Now be- 
fore the feast of the 
payers when Jesus 

new that his hour was 
come that he should de- 
part out of this world 
unto the Father, havin 
loved his own whic 
were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 


2. And curly the sup- 
per, (the devil having 
already put into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray 
him). 
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19. And the disciples 
did as Jesus had ordered 
them, and they prepared 
the passover. 


20. In the evening he 
sat down with his twelve 
disciples. 


1. Before the feast of 
the passover Jesus knew 
that his hour had come, 
that he should depart 
from this world to his 
Father; as he loved his 
own, he did good to them 
until the end. 


2. And during the sup- 
per, when the evil inten- 
tion to betray him had 
already entered the soul 
of Judas Iscariot. 


(a) In many texts the words, The teacher saith, are 


wanting. 


(6) This verse has by no means that mysterious pro- 


phetic meaning about death, that the church ascribes to 
it. This verse means simply that on the eve of the pass- 
over it is too late to prepare for it, and Jesus, like any 
mendicant, sends his disciples to ask the first stranger 
they meet to receive and entertain him for the passover. 


The key for the comprehension of the so-called Lord’s 
supper is found in the last two verses from John. I have 
translated them literally. The verses explain what Jesus 
would do during the supper. 

Jesus knew that he would be betrayed, and he guessed, 
or knew, that one of his disciples would betray him, and 
so he, at a time when the plot is formed in the heart of 
one of his disciples, carries out his teaching of love, and 
only in love rebukes and accuses his disciples. 

Both the offering of bread and wine and the washing 
of the feet are nothing but acts of love, with which he 
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replies to the hatred and treason. All the interpreters 
agree that that which is described by John is only a com- 
plement to what the synoptics describe. And so the 
words which are rendered by John are an introduction to 
the whole Lord’s supper. In all the evangelists Jesus’ 
actions at this supper are indissolubly connected with the 
treason of Judas; but all the interpreters insist on sepa- 
rating one from the other. But as soon as these two 
events are separated, they both lose their significance. 

Why it is necessary to drink wine and eat bread, call- 
ing it body and blood,—no matter how much you may 
interpret it, — remains not only unintelligible, but appar- 
ently monstrous. And equally unintelligible and mon- 
strous is this, why we need know that Judas betrayed 
him and dipped his bread in a dish. 

Here is what the church says (p. 445): 


Before the feast of the passover: That his time had come, etc., 
that is, the time of his death had arrived, and through his death, 
his glorification in the resurrection and ascension to the heavenly 
Father. 

Depart out of this world: In a highly significant manner the 
evangelist calls his death a departure (Chrys.) on account of his 
ascension after the resurrection (Theoph.). 

Having loved his own, etc. : The Lord, incarnating love, always 
loved all, especially his followers; but in these last days and 
hours of his earthly life these feelings of love for them in- 
creased, so to speak, in the highest degree,—he loved them 
unto the end, completely, entirely, “he did not omit anything 
which one must do who loves strongly” (Theoph.). This ful- 
ness of love was expressed in all his actions in relation to them 
during these last hours of his earthly existence: the evangelist 
points out the first example of it in the event of the washing of 
the feet of the disciples, performed by the Lord during his last 
supper with them. 

His own: His own, in the particular and narrower sense of 
the word, he called the holy apostles, as the representatives 
in the present case of all the believers in Christ, who are all the 


Lord’s and God’s own in the sense of his particular nearness to 
them. 
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Which were in the world: Who were still left in the world, on 
earth, when the time came for him to depart from this world to 
the Father. 

During the supper: Since after this supper the Lord with his 
disciples went to the garden of Gethsemane, where he was taken 
at night, sentenced in the morning, and crucified about noon, 
this supper must have been on the eve of his death, and con- 
sequently this was the same supper of which the first three 
evangelists speak as of the last supper of the Lord with his 
disciples, at which the paschal lamb was eaten and the mystery 
of the Eucharist was established. This was on a Thursday, the 
13th of Nisan (the end of our March), twenty-four hours before 
the legal time of the eating of the paschal lamb (the 14th of 
Nisan, in the evening). The Lord performed the passover a 
day earlier, since on the lawful day of the paschal supper he, as 
a true paschal lamb, was to be offered as a sacrifice on the 
cross ; but according to a custom it was allowable to partake of 
the passover earlier than the lawful time, especially for those 
who came to Jerusalem from Galilee, and of this custom the 
Lord had availed himself. Complementing in this case, as in 
other cases, the utterances of the first three evangelists, and 
omitting what they have already described, the evangelist says 
nothing of their partaking of the paschal lamb at that supper, 
nor of the establishment of the mystcry of the. Eucharist, as 
being something which was known to his readers from the first 
gospels, and describes only the event which they omitted, — the 
washing of the feet of the disciples, which the Lord performed, 
and the discourse in elucidation of this his action. 

The devil having now put into his heart, etc.: The first two 
evangelists narrate that on the eve of this day (in the evening 
of Wednesday), after the supper in Bethany, where the Lord 
was anointed by the sinful woman, Judas had come to an agree- 
ment with the members of the sanhedrim as to his betraying the 
Lord; consequently the condition of the treason had already 
taken place, which the evangelist signifies by the words, The 
devil having already put into the heart of Judas, to betray him. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VL, p. 268): 


La nouvelle série de discours est introduite par une phrase un 
peu longue et trainante, et qui par cela méme a été exposée & des 
manipulations exégétiques assez divergentes. Pourtant les diffé- 
rentes idées que l’auteur y a logées, un peu 4 |’étroit sans doute, 
se dessinent assez nettement quand on y regarde de prés. L’his- 


254 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


; 


torien veut raconter la scéne de l’ablution des pieds, et repré- 
senter d’avance cet acte comme une preuve de l’amour que Jésus 
portait aux siens, et du dévouement dont lui, le fils de Dieu, qui 
allait entrer dans la gloire du Pére, était animé, au point de 
s’abaisser jusqu’é rendre & ses inférieurs un service qu’ils n’au- 
raient jamais osé lui demander: en méme temps il lui importait 
de constater que cette scéne s’est passée pour ainsi dire en face de 
la mort, lorsque les conditions purement extérieures qui devaient 
déterminer la catastrophe, allaient déja s’accomplir. Tous les 
éléments, qui auraient été plus clairement exposés ]’un aprés 
Vautre, se trouvent combinés ici dans une seule et méme phrase. 


Apparently the monstrous habit of communion, which 
was established by Paul and his other followers, who did 
not know Christ’s teaching, seems so important to people 
that they do not want to see the direct sense of the 
discourse. 

Matt. xzvi. 21, And 
as they did eat, he said, 
Verily I say unto you, 


that one of you shall be- 
tray me. 


21. And Jesus said, 
You know yourselves 
that one of you, who are 
eating with me, will be- 
tray me. 


21. Kat écOcdvrwy ad- 
Trav elev, “Auhv d\éyw 
bucv, bre els €& buGy ma- 
paddce: pe. 


Only in Luke these words are preceded by words about 
his wishing to eat the passover with them, knowing that 
he would not again eat it in this world, and about offering 
the cup; apparently Luke holds to Paul’s idea that at this 
supper Jesus established a rite (Luke xxii. 14). Accord- 
ing to Matthew and Mark, and also according to John, 
the first words of Jesus refer to the treason of Judas. 
And if we hold to this, the meaning of everything which 
follows is connected and clear. 


22. Kal dvrodpevor 
opbipa Hptavro déyeuv 
aire &kacros avray, 
Myre éyw elt, Kdpre ; 


23. ‘O dé dmoxpibels 
elrev, ‘O uBdwas per 
éuod év r@ rpvBrly Thy 
xetpa, otrbs we mapadw- 
vet. 


Matt. cxvi. 22. And 
they were exceeding 
sorrowful, and began 
every one of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is 
it I? 

23. And he answered 
and said, He that dip- 
eth his hand with me 
in the dish, the same 
shall betray me. 


22. And the disciples 
were very much grieved, 
and began one after an- 
other to say to bim, Is it 
I, sir? 


23. And he answered 
them, He who eats with 
me out of the same dish, 
will betray me. 
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24. 'O pév vids rod 24. The Son of man 24. The son of man 
dvOpdhrov drdye, Kabas goeth, as it is written goes away, as it is writ- 


$8 of him: t 

yéyparrat mepi avrov: an d 

1SHS@ Tpirywv per’ i eel wits. ae ie that me He Bebe Re eaten 

a a > eate read with me, with me, will betray me. 
ee ibe ner, hath lifted up his heel : . 

- against me, 

24. Oval dé re dp- relat Salles 24. Lge ee to one man 

, > os s woe unto that man by by whom the son of man 
tad a ~, 8 of 6 whom the Son of man is is betrayed! It would be 
ulds Tod dvOpwrov wapa- betrayed! it had been better for himif he were 
Oldorat: Kaddov Fv adrq@, ,good for that man if he not born. 


el odk éyevv}On 6 dvOpw- bad not been born. 
mos éketvos. 


(@) mare presupposes a negative answer. 


Verse 25, about it being Judas, is not repeated in 
Mark, and is omitted, as being contradictory and obscure. 
This is what Reuss has to say (Vol. I., pp. 630-632) : 


Vient ensuite la prédiction de Jésus, que l’un de ses disciples 
le livrera & ses ennemis. Ici la comparaison des textes semble, 
& premiére vue, faire ressortir des différences trés-notables, des 
contradictions positives. Nous n’avons encore transcrit que les 
deux récits qui s’accordent presque mot pour mot; toutefois eux 
aussi présentent quelques variantes: d’aprés Marc, Jésus aurait 
dit: Celui qui trempe; d’aprés Matthieu: Celui quia trempé. De 
plus, ce dernier ajoute que Judas eut le front de demander si 
c’était lui, et que Jésus lui répondit: Oui, c’est toi! Ce sont ces 
deux récits qui ont donné lieu a la conception le plus générale- 
ment répandue jusqu’a nos jours, savoir que Jésus a désigné le 
traitre directement et ostensiblement, soit par les paroles qu’il 
lui adresse & lui, soit en disant aux autres a haute voix: c’est 
celui qui en ce moment méme porte sa main avec moi au plat, pour 
y tremper le morceau de pain qu’il tient (Marc), ou: c’est celui 
qui tout & V’heure a fait ce geste (Matthieu). Mais dans ce cas, 
le récit de Jean (xiii. 23) est absolument différent. D’aprés le 
4e évangile, Jean seul aurait appris le nom du traitre, par un 
mot que Jésus lui aurait dit & l’oreille, et ce mot aurait été: 
e’est celui auquel je vais donner un morceau de pain trempé. 
Les autres disciples n’eurent pas méme le plus léger soupgon & 
Végard de Judas (v. 28). D’aprés Luc enfin, il n’y a pas eu du 
tout de désignation personnelle. Jésus aurait dit simplement: 
La main de celui qui va me livrer est ici méme & cette table. 
(Voir plus bas, ot nous examinerons aussi une autre question 
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controversée, celle relative & la présence de Judas pendant la 
sainte Céne.) 

Jusqu’a quel point ces différents récits s’accordent-ils? Nous 
le répétons, opinion commune aujourd’hui parmi les commenta- 
teurs est qwils sont inconciliables. Si l’on s’attache & la lettre, 
il faut avouer que nous avons devant nous trois (ou méme 
quatre) relations diverses, dont une seule au plus peut étre abso- 
lument exacte, et provenir d’un témoin oculaire. Mais nous 
croyons qu’au fond, et pour la chose essentielle, la différence 
n’est pas bien grande, et qu’il est méme trés-facile de voir d’ou 
elle est née. Nous sommes convaincu que la phrase de Luc: La 
main du traitre est avec moi & cette table, et celle de Matthieu et de 
Marc: Celui qui trempe avec moi dans le plat va me livrer, que ces 
deux phrases, disons-nous, sont identiques pour le sens et ex- 
priment simplement cette idée, que le traitre serait l’un des 
disciples, des commensaux habituels, par conséquent un homme 
de la part duquel un pareil acte est doublement odieux. C’est ce 
que Jean exprime par ces mots tirés d’un Psaume (xiii. 18): 
Celui qui mange de mon pain léve le talon contre moi. Or, la ver- 
sion des deux premiers évangélistes est positivement authentique 
pour la forme, celle de Luc substitue a cette forme, avec une 
parfaite justesse, le sens propre et vrai; mais la tradition s’arré- 
tant a la forme figurée et la prenant a la lettre, en a tiré la con- 
ception que Jésus aurait désigné Judas aux autres disciples par 
des paroles qui se seraient rapportées & un geste accidentel du 
traitre. Cette interprétation est contredite non-senlement par 
Jean, mais plus directement encore par Luc; celui-ci nous offre 
ici la relation de tous points la plus naturelle, en représentant 
les disciples comme ignorant absolument de qui Jésus a pu 
vouloir parler, méme aprés qu’il eut prononcé les paroles que l’on 
prend comme destinées a désigner le traitre. 

Enfin une derniére parole, rapportée aussi par Luc, v. 22, 
rattache le fait de la trahison 4 la nécessité de la mort du 
Seigneur. Cette nécessité est dérivée ici, comme dans la plupart 
des passages paralléles que nous rencontrerons encore (Luc xxii. 
37; xxiv. 26, 44), des prédictions scripturaires; les autres faces 
de la question théologique ne se dessinent point dans ces textes. 
Cependant on aurait tort de dériver de cette circonstance la notion 
d’une espéce de fatalité & laquelle Jésus aurait succombé ou cru 
succomber. Car I’Kcriture elle-méme n’étant que le reflet de la 
pensée providentielle qui régle les destinées des individus et 
la marche de l’humanité, il s’ensuit que tout ce qu’elle prédit 
dépend de la sagesse et de ’amour de Dieu. D’un autre cété, 
cette nécessité de la mort de Jésus n’est pas une excuse pour 
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celui qui l’améne ou qui y préte la main. Le bien qui en résulte 
par la volonté de Dieu n’efface pas le crime en lui-méme, qui est 
Voeuvre de ’homme. 


The church says nearly the same. What is important 
is that the chief, indisputable meaning of the words of 
Jesus is that he suspects a traitor among his disciples, 
that he suspects that among those who are eating with 
him, there is a man who harbours evil against him. 

The following words and actions result directly from 
this assertion. 


Matt. xxevi. 26. And 
as they were eating, 


26. ’"EoOidyrwy dé ad- 
Tov, A\aBdv 6’ Inoods Tov 


26. And when they ate, 
Jesus took the bread, 


dprov, Kal evd\oyjoas, 
&xdace Kal édldouv Tots 
padnrats, Kal eire, Ad- 
Bere, pavyere: TovTd éore 
TO cOud pov. 


Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave it to the disci- 
ples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body. 


and, having prayed to 
God, broke it, and gave 
it to the disciples, say- 
ing, Take, eat; this is 
my body. 


Jesus told the disciples that a traitor was among them ; 


he knew this, as it is said in John, A traitor who gives 
him up to death. All of them deny it, and they continue 
to eat, when he takes the bread, breaks it, and gives it to 


them, saying, Eat it, here it is. 


to death, will eat my body. 


27. Kal daBov rod 
mor hplov, Kal evxapioT 7- 
gas, €dwkev avrots, dé- 
ywv, Ilere €& avrod 
mavres: 

28. Toiro ydp éore 
7d alud pov, 7d THs 
Kawwhs Siadhkns, 7d rept 
ToANGy éxxuvouevoy els 
Edeoiv auapriav. 


Matt. xxvi. 27. And 
he took the cup, and 
ave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it ;a 


28. For this is my blood 
of the new testament,’ 
which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins. 


He who will betray me 


ne Aud ne took ie 
ass, and, having praye 

Fe henteduie 
to them, and said, Drink 
all from it. 


28. This is my blood 
of the new testament, 
which is shed for many 
for the sake of forgive- 
ness. 


(a) Drink all, all twelve, so that even the traitor has to 


drink. And all drank out of the glass. 


If this did not 


have reference to the traitor, there would have been no 
need of noting it down. 
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(b) What is remarkable is that in Matthew r7s is put 
in, though it is wanting in the majority of texts: it tends 
to break the first simple meaning. 


Instead of rebuking and accusing the traitor, whom he 
knows, Jesus gives him to eat and drink from his hands 
together with the others, and says that he is a traitor who 
will eat and drink this bread and wine, knowing that he 
is giving up my body to death and is getting ready to 
shed my blood: this traitor will not eat bread, but my 
body ; he will not drink wine, but my blood. And when 
they have all drunk, he says to them, What is necessary 
is not to resist evil, but to repay it with good, to give up 
our life, —to give the blood to those who drink it, and 
in this does my testament consist. My testament, which 
gives the good to many, consists in the forgiveness of 
errors. 


29. Aéyw dé dpiv, dre 
od wh mlw dm pre éx 
Tovrov Tov ‘yevynuaTos 
THs dpumédov, ~ws Tis 
nucpas éxelyns, bray av- 
70 mlvw pel’ judy Kacvov 


Matt. xxvi. 29. But I 
say unto you,I will not 
drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it 
news with you in my 
Father’s kingdom. 


29. You know your- 
selves that I will not 
henceforth drink of the 
juice of the grape, until 
the day when [I drink 
another wine in the 
kingdom of my Father. 


éy tn Bacirela Tod 1a- 
Tpos ov. 


(a) xawey is used here, not in the sense of new, but 
another, not such as this. 


Jesus will drink the new wine with his disciples in the 
kingdom of God, as it is said in Luke (xxii. 30), tva éo O¢- 
nre kat mivnte él Ths tpaméns pou év tH Bacirela pov. 
In this verse Jesus explains why he said that that which 
he told them is his testament, his dying words. He says, 
You know, that is, that traitor among you knows, that I 
am already sentenced to death, and that I shall never eat 
and drink again. 

My life is now only in the spirit. He had said at the 
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feast that his soul was already separated. Henceforth 
he would feed only on the food of the spirit of God. 

This is all that is said in these verses. It would be 
quite incomprehensible why to this passage have been 
attached those idolatrous interpretations, which have pro- 
duced so much evil, so many executions, burnings, tor- 
tures, if we did not know that all these interpretations 
grew out of the faith which was preached by Paul, which 
he called Christ’s, and which he preached without knowing 
the Gospel, and not even distantly comprehending the 
teaching of Jesus. No matter how the words referring 
to the last supper may be understood in the four gospels, 
it is impossible to deduce from them even distantly what 
is generally deduced from them. Let us even suppose 
that we translate, Do this in commemoration of me; what 
follows from this? Twist the passage as you may; sepa- 
rate it, as the church has done, from the treason of Judas, 
it still remains as trite and unnecessary as possible. Drink 
the wine in commemoration, or not, that is all the same 
according to the teaching of Christ, who keeps repeating 
that we must do good works, and that outside of good 
works nothing is necessary. And suddenly there appears 
something extraordinary, something savage, the like of 
which will not be found in any savage religion. And 
hundreds of thousands, millions of people kill and are 
killed for the sake of this strange invention. All this 
would be intelligible, if the source were not left. The 
source is the monstrous epistle of Paul (1 Cor. xi. 1): Be 
ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Paul teaches his faith, which he calls Christ’s, and this 
is the way he teaches according to the doctrine of the 
church: From the very start he says, Follow me, that is, 
I am your teacher, whereas Christ said that there are no 
teachers except the Lord; then he speaks of the com- 
munion, and so forth. Only after this is it possible to 
understand, not the meaning of the church interpretation 


260 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


itself, for that is beyond our comprehension, but how it 
is that the teaching, which is called Christ’s, could have 


fallen so low. 
The church says (p. 493): 


And as they were eating: No doubt before the end of the sup- 
per, perhaps during the so-called cup of benediction, as may 
partly be concluded from this, that the holy Apostle Paul called 
the Eucharist itself the cup of benediction. 

Took bread: &pros, risen, leavened bread, in distinction from 
&fvuos, unleavened bread. No doubt such leavened bread was pur- 
posely prepared by order of the Lord in order to establish the 
new sacrament, although the law demanded that nothing but 
unleayened bread be eaten on that evening. 

This is my body: When he says, This is my body, he shows 
that the bread which is sanctified on the altar is the very body 
of Christ, and not merely its representation, for he did not say, 
This is the representation of my body, but, This is my body. 
By an inexplicable action this bread is transformed, though to us 
it seems to be bread. Since we are weak and could not make 
up our mind to eat raw flesh, especially human flesh, bread is 
given to us, and this, indeed, is flesh. Why were not the dis- 
ciples troubled, when they heard this? Because Christ had told 
them many important things about this mystery. 


He said, My body, consequently the bread, though it 
remains bread, is the body. But he said also, I am the 
vine, consequently we must worship the vine, and, looking 
at it, we must know that this vine is Christ. 


The cup: Filled with wine, which, according to the custom, 
was weakened by water. 

Gave thanks: To pronounce the words of thanks to God and 
the blessing. 

Drink ye all of it: Why did he not say above, Take, eat ye 
all, while here he says, Drink ye all of it? Because not all men 
can partake of solid food, but only those who are of full age, 
while all can drink. And so Jesus said here, Drink ye all. 

My blood: Not a metaphor, a symbol of faith, but the true, 
actual blood. 

Of the New Testament: As the Old Testament has rams and 
calves, so the New Testament has the blood of the Lord. By 
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this Christ also.shows that he suffered death, and so makes men- 
tion of the testament and refers to the first, for this testament 
was renovated by the blood. 

For the remission of sins: The sufferings and the death of his 
only begotten Son God the Father received as an expiatory sac- 
rifice for the sins of his human race, which therefore are remitted 
to all the believers in Christ, and who in this faith receive the 
communion of his most holy body and blood. 

Of this fruit of the vine: That is, of the wine. 

Until the day when I drink it, etc.: Since he was talking with 
his disciples about suffering and about the cross, he again spoke 
of the resurrection, by mentioning the kingdom and thus refer- 
ring to his resurrection. His resurrection he justly calls the 
kingdom, for he then did away with death, appearing as a true 
king. But why did he drink after the resurrection? That rude 
people might not regard the resurrection as a phantom, for many 
accounted it a phantom of the resurrection. And so, in order to 
show his disciples that they would see him distinctly after the 
resurrection, that he would again be with them, and that they 
themselves would be the witnesses of the event, both through 
seeing and through works, he says, When I drink it new with 
you: you witnessing it, for you shall see me after the resurrection. 
What does new mean? That is, in an unusual manner, not in 
the body which is subject to suffering, but in the immortal, 
incorruptible body, which has no need of food. Or you may 
understand it like this: the new drink is a revelation of the 
divine mysteries. Christ himself promises to drink it with us 
in this sense, that he considers our benefit his food and drink. 
In this latter sense the whole utterance has a transferred 
meaning. All the ceremonies of the Old Testament law, which 
are only a shadow or image of truth, are now to cease: I will not 
drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine. : 


And that is what they do: they drink this wine, and 
say that it is blood. 

Reuss says nearly the same. To him, too, this dis- 
course at the table appears as something very important. 

Reuss says (Vol. L, pp. 635 and 636): 


Pour le fond et l’essence méme de l’acte du Seigneur, ou du 
rite institué par lui et que, pour plus de clarté, nous appellerons 
ici le sacrement, terme consacré par le langage ecclésiastique, 
mais étranger & celui du Nouveau Testament, il conviendra de 
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rappeler & nos lecteurs qu’il n’y a guére de point plus contro- 
versé dans la théologie chrétienne et relativement auquel la con- 
troverse soit devenue plus populaire. La plupart des questions 
qui ont autrefois eu le triste privilége de diviser l’Eglise, de pro- 
voquer des définitions devenues la base de l’orthodoxie tradition- 
nelle et d’amener des schismes, étaient généralement d’une portée 
plus métaphysique et dépassaient le niveau de l’intelligence lai- 
que. Mais les discussions élevées au sujet de la sainte Céne ont 
eu un bien plus grand retentissement dans toutes les couches de 
la société; elles y ont pénétré d’autant plus facilement quwelles 
étaient plus simples et plus aisément comprises, elles remontent 
aux origines mémes de la réforme, & une époque ot tout le 
monde s’occupait des affaires de la religion, et elles n’ont encore 
rien perdu de leur intérét. Leur durée séculaire leur a donné 
une importance majeure et aujourd’hui encore elles sont assez 
vivantes pour s’opposer 4 une union solide entre les diverses 
communautés protestantes. Car c’est dans le sein du pro- 
testantisme @ peine né qu’ont surgi ces discussions, comme le 
premier, et & vrai dire, comme le seul élément dissolvant qui 
devait arréter le mouvement et la puissance des idées de la 
réformation. 

Pour réduire ces discussions 4 leur plus simple expression, 
nous pourrons dire que deux interprétations du sacremrent sont en 
présence depuis des siécles, mais surtout depuis le seiziéme. L’une 
peut s’appeler l’interprétation symbolique, l’autre, ]’interprétation 
mystique, ou peut-étre dirait-on mieux encore l’interprétation 
spiritualiste et Vinterprétation réaliste. D’apres toutes les deux, 
la forme du rite, usage des éléments (pain et vin), n’est pas la 
chose essentielle, mais bien l’idée et le fait religieux qui s’y ratta- 
chent; nous voulons dire la participation 4 la grace de Dieu en 
Christ, la communion ; mais, d’aprés la premiere, le pain et le vin 
sont de simples signes de ce fait, destinés a le rendre plus palpable 
a notre faiblesse spirituelle ; tandis que d’aprés la seconde, ils le 
contiennent, pour ainsi dire, matériellement. En d’autres termes, 
ce qui est offert aux communiants dans la Céne, ce sont, selon la 
premiére opinion, des substances ordinaires et terrestres, du pain 
et du vin véritables, mais consacrés par une promesse divine spé- 
ciale et garantissant, d’une maniére symbolique, @ ceuz qui croi- 
ent, la participation aux graces de la rédemption; d’aprés la 
seconde opinion, au contraire, le corps et le sang de Christ sont 
réellement et substantiellement présents par le fait méme de la 
consécration, et par conséquent aussi recus par tous ceux qui 
prennent part a l’acte, n’importe leurs dispositions individuelles. 

Les origines de cette seconde maniére de yoir (qui invoque 
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nos textes tout aussi bien que la théorie opposée) remontent si 
haut, que nous ne sommes pas autorisés & dire qu’elle doit avoir 
été étrangére aux premieres générations de chrétiens. Mais 
comme les méditations des Péres & ce sujet n’aboutissaient 
jamais 4 des définitions officielles, et que les formules employées 
par les différents écrivains restérent généralement vagues, on ne 
peut pas dire qu’il se soit formé alors ce qu’on pourrait appeler 
une orthodoxie obligatoire, un dogme nettement énoncé sur cette 
matiére. Seulement l’idée fondamentale du systeme catholique, 
& savoir que la Céne (le sacrement de J’autel) est un véritable 
sacrifice, se trouve déja énoncée au second siécle et n’a fait que 
gagner du terrain depuis cette époque. 


I quote this only to show that in nothing is the terrible 
departure from Jesus so manifest as in the monstrous 
interpretation of this passage. It is as in Khémnitser’s 
fable: A learned man falls into a ditch; a rope is brought 
to him to pull him out, but he takes hold of the rope 
and discusses the properties of the rope: Is a rope a 
simple cable, or not ? 

And this is the more striking since in the church they 
acknowledge that on that evening Jesus washed his dis- 
ciples’ feet and told them on that occasion wherein his 
whole teaching consisted, and how his disciples are to 
differ from those who do not recognize his teaching. 
This whole passage is clearly and simply determined 
according to the Gospel of John, and all that is left with- 
out attention, and the whole meaning of the last supper 
is represented in words about the wine and bread. 


John «witi. 3. Jesus 
knowing that the Father 
had Ges all things into 
his hands, and that he 


3. Knowing that the 
Father had given every- 
thing into the power of 
the son, and that he 


8. Eldds 6 "Inoods 
bre ravra Sédwkev adT@ 
6 warnp els Tas XElpas, 


kal 3re dd Oceod é&7NOe 
kal mpds Tov Oedv bra- 
yet, 

4, "Eyelperar éx rob 
Selrrvov, Kat rlOnou. Ta 
tudria, Kal NaBayv év- 
Tov Ovéfwoev EavTdy- 


was come from God, and 
went to God ;4 


4. He riseth from sup- 
per, and laid aside his 
garments; and took a 
towel, and girded him- 
self. 


came from God, and 
went to God, 


4, Jesus rose from 
supper, put off his gar- 
ments, and, taking a 
towel, girded himself 
with it. 
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(a) Recognizing at this moment that he was not a 
carnal man, but the spirit of God in man, who came 
from God and went to God. 


The last supper, according to John, may serve as a con- 
tinuation of the last supper according to the synoptics, 
as the church recognizes it to be. Indeed, the thought is 
the same: Jesus knows that Judas will betray him, and, 
instead of condemning him, he accuses him only with 
works of love, and in the same way tells them what his 
commandment and testament is. In John, the work of 
love, which Jesus does to his disciples and to the traitor 
among them, is only more striking and more pronounced ; 
there he gives bread and wine, and here he humbly 
washes the feet of all, and among them of the traitor. 
The two versions may be united, but in reality it is evi- 
dent that they were written independently of each other. 
John describes a more powerful and striking action than 
the offering of bread and wine, and he gives a different 
interpretation to the offering of bread, than the synoptics. 
He says that the giving of a piece of bread was a token 
by which Christ pointed to the traitor. 


John «iii. 5. After 


5. Eira Bddder bdwp 
that he poureth water 


els Tov wmTipa, Kal 


5. Then he_ poured 
water into a pitcher, and 


HpEaro virtew Tovs mé- 
das tv palyrdyv, Kal 
éxudooev TO AevTlw @ 
hv dvefwopévos. 

6. “Epxerar ov mpéds 
Zluwva Wérpov xal Néyeu 
avt@ éxetvos, Kipie, ov 
pou virres Tovs 1ddas ; 

7. ’Amexpl6n "Inoots 
kal elrev ait@, “O éya 
mo.®, od ovk oldas apr, 
yvwon dé meTa Tavira. 

10. Aéyee atr@ 6 
"Inoots, Kal tuets xaba- 
pot éore, GAN ovdyxl mav- 
TES. 


into a basin, and began 
to wash the disciples’ 
feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel where- 
with he was girded. 


6. Then cometh he to 
Simon Peter: and Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet? 


7. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, What I 
do thou knowest not 
now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. 


10. Jesus saith to him, 
And ye are clean, but 
not all. 


began to wash the dis- 
ciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel, 
with which he was 
girded. 


6. Then he went up to 
Peter, and Peter said to 
him, Art thou really go- 
ing to wash my feet? 


7. And Jesus answered, 
Thou thinkest strange 
what I am doing; but 
thou wilt understand it. 


10. And Jesus said to 
him, You are clean, but 
not all. 
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The meaning of the preceding two verses is lost, and 
so they are to be omitted. 
This is what Reuss says (Vol. VL. pp. 271 and 272): 


Pierre ayant déclaré qu'il était prét a se laisser laver le corps 
entier (dans le sens matériel), Jésus reléve ce mot et s’en sert 
& son tour, mais dans un sens spirituel et figuré. L’ablution 
devient ici le symbole de la purification morale. De méme que 
quand on sort du bain on est net de tout le corps, 4 l’exception 
des pieds qui peuvent encore étre souillés dans ce moment-la, 
de méme Jésus regarde ses disciples comme ayant passé par un 
bain de purification, au moyen de la nouvelle naissance symboli- 
sée par le baptéme (Chap. III. 5); il exprime la certitude que 
cette ceuvre est accomplie en eux, et que pour cette raison il peut 
leur confier la continuation de la sienne. Mais il reste un point 
encore; c’est précisément celui qu’il veut inculquer par son 
action symbolique: il faut que les disciples apprennent & servir ; 
apres le devoir supréme de la régénération personnelle vient le 
devoir social. Nous savons déja que cette idée est représentée 
ici par Vablution des pieds, a laquelle le discours est ainsi ramené 
naturellement. La plupart des commentateurs veulent interpré- 
ter ici l’ablution des pieds par la purification accidentellement 
nécessaire a l’égard des souillures que le chrétien méme peut 
contracter dans son contact avec le monde, le fond de son étre 
étant déja purifié une fois pour toutes. Mais cette idée, qui 
n’est exprimée nulle part, que nous sachions, dans notre évangile, 
nous semble complétement étrangére au contexte. Nous avou- 
ons cependant que toute cette exception relative aux pieds nous 
parait assez génante au point de vue rhétorique, en ce qu'elle 
méle ensemble deux applications toutes différentes d’une méme 
image, Vablution qu’on fait a d’autres et celle qu’on subit soi- 
méme. Or, il est & remarquer, que quelques-uns des manuscrits 
les plus anciens ’omettent. Elle pourrait bien avoir été intro- 
duite par des copistes qui trouvaient une contradiction entre 
Vaction de Jésus, et son assertion relative a la netteté parfaite 
des disciples. 


11. "Hider yap ov 
mapad.ddvra avrév: dia 
rovro eimrev, Ovxt mav- 
Tes KaOapol éore. 


11. For he knew him 
who would betray him; 
therefore he said, Not 
all are clean. 


John witi. 11. For he 
knew who should betray 
him; therefore said he, 
Ye are not all clean. 


12. “Ore ody Evupe rods 
wédas atta, cal édaBe 
Ta iuaria abrov, dvare- 
coy radu elrev adrots, 


12. So after he had 
washed their feet, and 
had taken his garments, 
and was set down again, 
he said unto them, Know 


12. But when Jesus 
had washed their feet, 
and had dressed him- 
self, he sat down, and 
said to them again, Do 
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Tuvdoxere rh memolnka 
bptv ; 

13. ‘Ypyets pwvetré pe, 
‘O dddoKados, kal ‘O 
KUptos* Kal KadN@s NéyeTe, 
elul yap. 

14. El ody éya émpa 
buayv rods mbdas, 6 Kv- 
pws Kal 6 dtddoKados, 
Kal tuets dpelhere AAAT- 
wy vlarrey Tovs 1ddas. 

15. ‘Yrdderyua yap 
Z5wka vutv, tva, Kadas 
éya érolnoa viv, Kat 
duels Tornre. 

16. "Auhy duny r\éyw 
butv, OvK are Soddos 
pelfwv Tod Kuplov avrod, 
ovdé dadcrodos pelfwv 
Tod méuwavros avbrov. 

20. ’Auhy duhv rAéyw 
duty, ‘O AapBavwv édv 
Tia méupw éue ap- 
Baverr 6 dé éué apuBa- 
vov NauBdver Tv méu- 
Wavrd pe. 

17. El ratra otdare, 
paxdpiol éore édv ronre 
aura. 


ye what I have done to 
you? 


13. Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say 
well; for so I am. 


14, If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another’s 
feet. 


15. For I have given 
you an example, that ye 
should do as [ have done 
to you. 


16. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The servant 
is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is 
sent greater than he 
that sent him.d 


20. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that receiv- 
eth whomsoever I send 
receiveth me; and he 
that receiveth me re- 
ceiveth him that sent 
me. 


17. If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if 
ye do them. 
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you know what I have 
done to you? 


13, You call me teacher 
and master; and you say 
well, for I am indeed a 
teacher. 


14. If, then, I, your 
teacher and master, 
have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. 


15. I have given you 
an example, that you 
should do as I have 
done. 


16. You know your- 
selves, the slave is not 
greater than his master, 
nor is the messenger 
greater than the com- 
mander. 


20. You know your- 
selves that he who will 
listen to what I com- 
mand, will listen to my 
teaching, and to him 
who commands me. 


17. If you know this, 
you are happy if you 
do it. 


(a) Jesus says that he wants to wash the feet of his 


betrayer, and so he has to wash the feet of all. 


He 


knows that his disciples are pure, but not all. 
(0) I transfer Verse 20 after Verse 16, since it is an 


addition. 


Its meaning is the same, but now the speech 


about the betrayer is not interrupted by the discourse on 


the commander. 


Jesus did good to all the disciples, and among them 
to him whom he knows as a traitor, and he says to his 
disciples, I did this to show you how we must not resist 


evil. 


We must do good to our enemy. Do likewise: 


fulfil what I teach, just as I do what the Father has 
taught me, and you will be happy. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


18. O¥ rept TravTwv 
toy rAéyw: eye oida 
ods éfeheEdunv: GAN iva 
‘h yeaph mypwh, *'O 
Tpwywy per euod Tov 
Eprov émfpev ex éue thy 
wrépvav avrov,’ 

19. Am dpte dAéyw 
duly mpd Tod yevécba, 
wa, Orav yévnrat, mi- 
oTevonte bre éyw elm. 

21. Tatra erway 6 
*Inoots érapdxén To 
mvevpaTt, Kal éuapTv- 
pnoe kal eirev, “Aun 
apnv Néyw duty, 8re els 
é& buoy trapaddoea pe. 

22. “EBderov ody eis 
adAHAovs of pabnral, 
dropovpevor wept Tlvos 
réyet. _ 

23. “Hy 6 dyvaxel- 
pevos els THY pabyraov 
abtod év T@ Kb\TwH TOD 
"Inood, 6y wWydra 6 
*Inoots: 

24. Never ody rovrw 
Zluwv Iérpos rvbécbau 
tls av etn wepl ov Néyet. 


25. ’Enumeowy de éxel- 
vos émrl Td orHOos Tod 
*Inood, \éye adr@, Kv- 
pte, Ths €oTiv; 

26. "Amoxplyerar 6 
"Inoots, "Exetvds éoriv 
@ éya Bawas 7d Wwpylov 
éridwow. kal éuBayas 
TOWwplor, Sldwow Iovda 
Tluwvos Ioxapusry. 

27. Kal pera 7d Wu- 
plov, rére elomdOev els 
éxetvov 6 Daravads. éyee 
ov a’r@ 6 Inoois, *O 
moves, twolnoov TaxLOV. 

28. Totro dé ovdels 
éyuw Tov dvaKxeyévwv 
mpos Tb elev abr@: 

29. Tuves yap éddxour, 
érel 70 YAwoodbxopuov 


John xiii. 18. I speak 
not of you all: I know 
whom I have chosen: 
but that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled, He that 
eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel 
one me (Psalm xli. 
9). 


19. Now I tell you be- 
fore it come, that, when 
it is come to pass, ye 
may believe that I am 

e.4 


21. When Jesus had 
thus said, he was trou- 
bled in spirit, and testi- 
fied, and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
that one of you shall 
betray me. 


22. Then the disciples 
looked one on another, 
doubting of whom he 
spake. 


23. Now there was 
leaning on Jesus’ bosom 
one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. 


24, Simon Peter there- 
fore beckoned to him, 
that he should ask who 
it should be of whom he 
spake. 

25. He then lying on 
Jesus’ breast saith unto 
him, Lord, who is it? 


26. Jesus answered 
He it is, to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have 
dipped it. And when 
he had dipped the sop, 
he gave it to Judas Is- 
cariot, the son of Simon. 


27. And after the sop> 
Satan entered into him. 
Then said Jesus unto 
him, That thou doest, do 
quickly.¢ 


28. Now no man at the 
table knew for what in- 
tent he spake this unto 


» him. 


29. For some of them 
thought, because Judas 
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18. I do not speak of 
all, for I know those 
whom I have chosen. 
Thus the Scripture is 
fulfilled, He who ate 
bread with me has des- 
troyed me. 


19, Now I tell it to you, 
that, when it comes to 
pass, you may believe 
that my teaching is. 


21. When Jesus had 
said this, he was trou- 
bled in spirit, and af- 
firmed, and said, You 
know yourselves that 
one of you will betray 
me to be killed. 


22. And again the 
disciples began to look 
at each other, unable to 
guess whom he meant. 


23. One of the disci- 
ples, whom Jesus loved, 
was sitting near him, 


24. Simon Peter beck- 
oned to him, that he 
should ask who it would 
be. 


25. He moved up to 
Jesus, and said to him, 
Who is it? 


26. And Jesus replied 
It is he to whom I shall 
te a sop, when I have 

ipped it. And when 
he had dipped the sop, 
he gave it to Judas 
Iscariot. 


27. And Jesus said to 
him, Whatever thou wilt 
do, do it quickly. 


28. And nobody guessed 
wherefore he said this. 


29. They thought, be- 
cause Judas had the 
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elyev 6 Iovdas, dre Neyer 
ait® 6 Inoods, ’ Aydpa- 
cov dy xpelav exouev 
els THv éoprhv: h Tots 
mrwxors iva Te OQ. 

80. AaBav oty 7d 
Wwulov éxetvos ev0éws 
eeRAOev? Fv Se wvé. 

81. “Ore ody e&@XOe, 
Aéyer 6 "Inoods, Nov 
éd0EdcOn 6 vids TOD ay- 
Opdrov, Kal 6 Oeds édo- 
EdaOn év avT@. 

82. El 6 Oeds ed0&d- 
o6n év atr@, Kal 6 Oeds 
Soédce adrov év éavT@, 
kal evO0s dogédoe abrdy. 

33. Texvia, ére puxpdv 
pe” Suey elu. Snthoeré 
pe, Kal Kaas elroy Tots 
*Tovdalows, “Ore  b2rov 
wrayw eyo, wets ov 
Svvacbe éOely, Kal duly 
Aéyw pre. 

34. Evrodhy Kauwhv 
Olu duly, iva dyarare 
adAjAous* Kadas ya- 
anoa buds, tva Kal duets 
ayamare ad\djdous. 

35. "Ep rovrey yvidoor- 
Tat waves bre Euol uabn- 
tal éore, éav ayarny 
éxynre év addMAows. 

80. Kal tuvjocavres 
é&fOov els Td Spos THY 
édarwp. 

dl. Tore X\éyer abrots 
6 'Inoots, Idvres dyes 
oxavdania Onoed Be éy 
éuol év 7H vuxtl ravrn. 
yvéyparTta. ‘yap, ‘ Ila- 
Takw Tov Touéva, kal 
StackopmicOjoeTar Ta 
mpoBara THs Toluvns.’ 

33. ’AmoxpiHels Se 6 
Ilérpos elrev atro, El 
kal mdvtes oKavdane- 
cOhcovra év gol, eyo 
ovdérore okavdadic67- 
coma. 


had the bag, that Jesus 
had said unto him, Buy 
those things that we 
have need of against 
the feast; or, that he 
should give something 
to the poor. 

30. He then, having 
received the sop, went 
immediately out; and it 
was night. 

31. Therefore, when he 
was gone out, Jesus said, 
Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is 
gloritied in him.d@ 


32. If God be glorified 
in him, God shall also 
glorify him in himself, 
and shall straightwayf 
glorify him. 

33. Little children, yet 
a little while I am with 
you. Ye shall seek me; 
and as I said unto the 
Jews, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come; so now 
I say to you. 


34. A new command- 
ment I give unto you, 
That ye love one an- 
other; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love 
one another, 


35. By this shall all 
men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another. 


30, And when they had 
sung a hymn, they went 
out into the mount of 
Olives. 

31. Then saith Jesus 
unto them, All ye shall 
be offended because of 
me this night: for it is 
written, I will smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep 
of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad. 


33. Peter answered and 
said unto him, Though 
all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will 
I never be offended. 
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money, that he com- 
manded him to _ buy 
what was needed for 
the feast; and others 
thought that he com- 
manded him to give to 
the poor. 

30. And having re- 
ceived the sop, Judas 
went out at once; and 
it was night. 

31. When Judas was 
gone, Jesus said, Now 
the son of man is rec- 
ognized, and that God 
is in him. 


32, And God recognizes 
him in himself, and rec- 
ognizes him directly. 


33. Children, only a 
short while longer shall 
I be with you; you will 
discuss my _ teaching, 
and as I told the Jews, 
you will not go whither 
I lead; and so I tell you 
now. 


34. I give you a new 
commandment. Love 
one another; as I have 
loved you, so love one 
another. 


35. By this all men will 
tell who are my disci- 
ples, if you love one 
another. 


30. And having sung 
psalms, they went into 
the mount of Olives. 


31. Then Jesus said, 
This night all of you will 
be enticed away from 
me, as it says in the 
Scripture, I will kill the 
shepherd, and the sheep 
will be scattered. 


33. And Peter replied 
to him, Though all will 
be enticed away from 
thee, I will not fall into 
the deception. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


33. Mera cod &romuds 
elut Kat els pudrakhy Kat 
els Odvarov mropever bat. 

84. "Edn air@ 6’In- 
cots, “Auhy éyw aor, 
ore ev Tabry TH vu«rl, 
mplv Gdéxtopa pwvicat, 
Tpls dmapyion pe. 

35. Aéya aire 6 
Tlérpos, Kay dén we ody 
col dmobavety, od uu) oe 
amrapryjcouar. ouolws Kal 


Luke xxii. 33. I am 
ready to go with thee, 
both into prison, and to 
death. 

Matt. xxvi. 34. Jesus 
said unto him, Verily 
I say unto thee, That 
this night, before the 
cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. 


35. Peter said unto 
him, Though I should 
die with thee, yet will 
I not deny thee. Like- 
wise also said all the 
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33. I am ready to go 
with thee, sir, both into 
prison, and to death. 


34. And Jesus said to 
him, I tell thee, Peter, 
before the cock crows, 
thou wilt deny me 
thrice, 


35. And Peter said to 
him, Though I should 
die with thee, I will not 
deny thee. The same 
said all the disciples. 


mavres ol wanral elroy. “isciples. 


(2) Is wanting in many texts. Verse 20 is an inap- 
propriate repetition of what was said before. 

(6) After the sop, is wanting in many texts. These 
words mean that Satan, evil, was in no one else but 
Judas. 

(c) By the words, That thou dost, do quickly, Jesus 
does not at all mean the betraying. Jesus had no reason 
to advise him to betray him; but Jesus had several times 
hinted to his disciples that the traitor was among them, 
and he saw that Judas was troubled and wanted to get 
away. Judas could not help being afraid. If his disci- 
ples had known it, Simon Peter, not to speak of the 
others, would have killed him. Now Jesus has pointed 
out Judas to Simon Peter. If Judas had not gone, he 
would have been killed, and so Jesus says to him, Run 
quickly ; but he says this in such a way that none but 
Judas could understand him. And nobody does. But 
when he went away, the disciples found it out, but they 
could not run after him and catch him, for it was night. 
Such is the meaning which the words, And it was night, 
have. 

(d) The teaching of the son of man, the non-resistance 
to evil, was recognized. The evil-doer, who is to betray 
his teacher to death, is not punished or arraigned; but 
he whom he will betray washes his feet and feeds him. 

(e) These words are wanting in many texts. 
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(f) evOvs means directly. 

(g) Jesus says that if we will understand ourselves as 
God, there will be God, and God will act directly in us. 
And, having said these words, which are obscure to his 
disciples, he expresses his words to them in a simple and 
clear manner. 

(hk) The commandment, the new testament, which in 
the synoptics is expressed as a cessation of offences, is 
here expressed as love. 


The meaning of this passage is this, that only he who, 
like Jesus, has already retreated from the world and lives 
by the spirit of God alone, is able, without being offended, 
to bear all the terrors and torments of the flesh; that the 
conception of the renunciation from the world is easy, but 
the renunciation itself difficult ; and that it is not possible 
to make in advance any promises about oneself. It is 
not right to swear, to make promises for the future, to 
pledge the true, the real life for the temporal life. Every- 
thing can be done in the present; in the present a man is 
free, but the future is darkness, and we do not know it. 

It is impossible to make promises, but we must be 
of good cheer and pray every minute. This passage is 
connected with the prayer in the garden of Gethsemane. 
Peter and the disciples here frivolously make promises 
for the future, that they will not deny him in the garden 
of Gethsemane, when the moment of torment is near. 
When Jesus admonishes them to pray with him, they 
are dejected and do not keep up their courage, and so do 
not bear up under the temptation, and deny him. 

Luke xxii. 35, Andhe 


said unto them, When I 
sent you without purse, 


35. And Jesus said to 
them, When I sent you 
out without purse, and 


85. Kal elev adrois, 
“Ore dmrésreda duds 


G&rep Badayrlov Kal m7- 
pas Kal brodnudrwy, ua 
Tivos vaTephoate ; ot 5e 
elrov, Ovdevds. 

36. Eley ody avrots, 
"AANA vor 6 Exwy paddy 


and scrip, and shoes, 
lacked ye any thing? 1 
And they said, Nothine. 


36. Then said he unto 
them, But now, he that 


bag. and shoes, did you 
anything? They 
said, Nothing. 


36. And he said to 
them, But now, he who 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


tiov dpdrw, duolws Kal 
ahpav: Kal 6 wh exwv 
mwrynoaTw TO iarioy 
avrov, Kal ayopacdtw 
pax atpar. 

37. Aéyw yap vpir, 
ort Tt TOUTO TO yeypap- 
pévov det TerecOjvar év 
éuol, 70, ‘ Kal wera avd- 
pwy édoylodn:’ Kat yap 
Ta wept éuod Tédos Exe. 

88. Ot dé efrov, Ku- 
pte, 60d pdxaipar dde 
dvo. 6 62 elmev avrois, 
‘Ikavbv éore. 


hath a purse, let him 
take it, and likewise his 
scrip: and he that hath 
no sword, let him sell 
his garment, and buy 
one, 


37. For I say unto you, 
that this that is written 
must yet be accom- 
plished in me, And he 
was reckoned among 
the transgressors: for 
the things concerning 
me have an end. 

38. And they said, 
Lord, behold, here are 
two swords. And he 
said unto them, It is 
enough, 
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has a purse, let him take 
also his bag; and he who 
has not, let him sell his 
garment, and buy a 
knife. 


37. For I tell you, the 
Scripture will be accom- 
plished in me, And he 
was regarded as a trans- 
gressor; and an end has 
come to all about me, 


38. They said, Sir, here 
are two knives. And he 
said, Very well. 


No matter how much the interpreters have laboured on 
this passage, there is no possibility of giving it any other 
meaning than this, that Jesus is getting ready to defend 
himself. Before this he tells his disciples that they will 
deny him, that is, will not defend him, will run away 
from him. Then he reminds them of the time when the 
criminal accusation did not yet hang over them. Then 
he says, It was not necessary then to struggle. You were 
then without your scrips, and did not need anything, but 
now the time of the struggle has come, and we must pro- 
vide ourselves with food and with knives, in order to 
defend ourselves. This is necessary, since they regard us 
as outlaws. 


Ts. litt. 12. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he 
hath poured out his soul unto death : and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors. 


Jesus has reference to this passage. He speaks of the 
physical struggle, and that the end will come to all of 
you. It is impossible to understand it in any other way, 
for the disciples reply to this, Here we have two knives, 
and so it is impossible to understand it to mean that his 
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disciples did not understand him, because Jesus replies to 
them, txavov éotuv, that is, Very well. 

The church interpretations have so spoiled the Gospel, 
and have mixed us up in such a way that the clear and 
profound and significant passage is either lost for us, 
or, like a cataract, represents a manifest contradiction. 
The chief obstacle in the comprehension of this passage 
is this, that Jesus is God, and so he could not have 
weakened and fallen into an offence. But here we get a 
clear and straight story, not an inward moment of 
wavering, as is shown in the discourse with the Greeks, 
in the garden at Gethsemane and on the cross, but a 
moment of wavering, a dejection of spirit, which almost 
passes into action. He orders them to provide themselves 
with knives, and praises them for having done so. He 
wants to struggle with evil against evil, and even explains 
this by saying that he did not struggle as long as he was 
not persecuted, but that he cannot help fighting when he 
is regarded as an outlaw. 

After that height of love, which he expressed at the 
arraignment of the traitor at the last supper, the tempta- 
tion overcomes him in the night, and he says, Let us 
fight with knives, that is, he wants to do what is contrary 
to his teaching. This passage would be offensive, if it 
were not connected with what follows, if it were not a 
necessary introduction and illumination of the minute in 
the garden of Gethsemane and of the conduct of Jesus 
when he is taken, when the disciples wanted to make 
use of their knives and cut off Malchus’s ear; in connec- 
tion with these it not only fails to be offensive, but is 
even necessary, and is one of the profoundest and most 
instructive passages of the Gospel. Two dangers beset 
those who profess Christ’s teaching: the offence of cow- 
ardice, —the renunciation of the teaching, against which 
Jesus warns Peter; and the offence of violence, — fight- 
ing evil with evil. Against the first evil Jesus struggles 
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all his life. He goes away, when he is persecuted. He 
answers the temptation of the Pharisees in such a way as 
to contradict them as little as possible. Most strongly 
does this offence show itself in the discourse in the temple 
with the Gentiles, when Jesus struggles against the 
offence, and comes out a victor. Now there approaches 
the second offence, the resistance to evil, and Jesus for a 
moment submits to it; but he goes out and prays, and 
struggles against the offence, and vanquishes it. The 
failure to understand this passage is due to the fact that 
it is separated from the prayer in the garden of Geth- 
semane, as the church does it, and both passages become 
obscure, but especially the prayer in the garden of 


Gethsemane. 


1. Tadra elroy 6’In- 
gous é&p)Oe adv Tots pa- 
Onrats abrod mépav Tod 
xevudppov rv Kédpwr, 
Grou fv Kfros, eis bv 
elon bev atrdos Kal ot 
wabnrat adbrov. 

86. Tére%pyerat per 
abr &v 6 Inoots els xw- 
plov eybuevov T'ebon- 
pavy, Kal Néyer Tots 
pabnra&®, Kabicare av- 
Tov, ws ov dmedOay 
mpoceviwpuar €kel. 

87. Kal maparaBov 
Tov Ilérpov kat rods dvo 
vlo’s ZLeBedalov, Apfaro 
Auretc Oa kal Gdnuovety. 

38. Tére Adve adrots, 
Tlépihurés éoriy ) WuxH 
pou ws Oavdrou: pelvare 
de kal ypnyopetre yer 
éuovd. 

39. Kal mpoehOdy pu- 
Kpov, émecev érl mpdc- 
wrov atrov mpocevx6- 
pevos, kal Néyw, Ildrep 
pov, ef duvardv éort, 


John xviti. 1. When 
Jesus had spoken these 
words, he went forth 
with his disciples over 
the brook Cedron, where 
was a Reorder, into the 
which he entered, and 
his disciples. 


Matt. xxvi. 36. Then 
cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Geth- 
semane, and saith unto 
the disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray 
yonder.@ 


37. And he took with 
him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and be- 
gan to be sorrowful and 
very heavy. 

38. Then saith he unto 
them, My soul is exceed- 
ing sorrowful, even un- 
to death: tarry ye here, 
and watch? with me.¢ 


39. And he went alittle 
further, and fell on his 
face, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cupé 
pass from me; neverthe- 


1. When Jesus had 
said this, he went with 
his disciples over Dark 
River, and came to the 
village of Gethsemane, 
where there was a gar- 
den, which he entered, 
and his disciples. 


36. And Jesus said to 
the disciples, Wait here, 
while I pray. 


37. And turning to 
Peter and the two sons 
of Zebedee, he began to 
pine and be sorrowful. 


38. And he said to 
them, My soul is heavy, 
even unto death; stay 
here, and do not be sor- 
rowful as I am. 


39. And he went away 
a little distance, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, 
saying, Father, every- 
thing is possible to thee: 
let this cup pass by me, 
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mapenbérw dm euod 7d 
moTHpiov TovTo’ mdHy 
odx ds éyd Oé\w, GAN’ 
as ov. 

40. Kal %pxera: mpds 
rods pabynras, Kal evpl- 
oxe avrovs kabevdorras, 
kal Ady TE Ilérpy, 
Otrws ovk loxvoaTe play 


Gpav yenyopica: mer 
€u0d; 

41. Tpnyopetre kal 
mpocevxerbe, twa py 


eicédOnre els meipacpor. 
TO pev redua mpbdumov, 
n 5¢ cdpé dobevis. 

42. Ildduv éx devrépov 
drrehOey mpoanvéaro, é- 
ywv, Ildrep pov, ef od 
Svvarat TovTO Td TOTH- 
plov mapeNbety dm éuod 
éav un adrd lw, yevn- 
Onrw 7d OéXnud cov. 

43. Kal é€d@av evpl- 
oKe. abdrovs radu Kabev- 
dovras* Roav yap airav 
of dpOadpol BeBapnuévor. 

44. Kal ddels adrods, 
arewv wad.v, mpornvt- 
taro éx tplrov, Tov av- 
Tov Nbyov elruwy. 

45, Tére épyerar rpos 
Tovs pabnras abrod, cal 
Aéyer avdrots, Kadevdere 
TO dowrdy Kal dvarrave- 
abe: ldov, Hyyixer 7) dpa, 
kal 6 vids Tod dvOpdzrov 
mapadldorat els xetpas 
apapTwrOv. 


(a) Here and there are wanting in many texts. 


less, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. 


40. And he cometh un- 

to the disciples, and 
findeth them _  asleep,¢ 
and saith unto Peter, 
What, could ye not 
watch with me one 
hour? 


41. Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing,g but 
the flesh is weak. 


42. He went away again 
the second time, and 
piyed, saying, O my 

ather, if this cup may 
not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy 
will be done. 


43. And he came and 
found them asleep again: 
for their eyes were 
heavy.* 


44. And he left them, 
and went away again: 
and prayed the third 
time, saying the same 
words. 


45. Then cometh he to 
his disciples, and saith 
unto‘them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: be- 
hold, the houris at hand, 
and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands 
of sinners.? 


said, Be with me, I will pray. 
(6) ypnyopetre means here struggle, be manly, do not lose 
cowrage, rouse yourselves. 
(c) wer’ €uovd does not mean here with me, but just as I. 
According to all the church interpre- 
tations it is suffering and death. But why this means 


(d) What cup? 
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not as I want it, but as 
thou wantest it. 


40. And he went up to 
his disciples, and saw 
that they were dispir- 
ited. And he said to 
Peter, Could you not 
keep one hour from 
being dispirited, as I 
do? 


41. Take courage and 
pray, so that you may 
not enter into tempta- 
tion. The spirit is 
strong, but the flesh is 
weak. 


42. And he went away 
a second time, and be- 
gan to pray, saying, O 
my Father, if this cup 
cannot pass by me, un- 
less I drink it, thy will 
be done. 


43,.And he came and 
found them again dis- 
pirited, for their eyes 
were dimmed. 


44. And he left them, 
and went away again 
and prayed for a thir 
time, saying the same 
words. 


45, Then he returned 
to his disciples, and said, 
Sleep now, and take your 
rest: the hour is near 
when the son of man is 
given over into the 

ands of worldly men. 


Jesus 
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suffering and death is not explained. It says that Jesus 
was tormented and troubled, but it does not say that he 
expected death. And then it says that he asked the 
Father that this cup might pass by him. What cup is 
it, then? Apparently the cup wepacpod, of temptation, 
as I understand this passage. 

Jesus asks God to free him from the temptation of the 
struggle, but adds that he does not ask for the liberation 
as he wants it, that is, that that which was to be should 
not be, but as thou wantest it, that is, that he may bear 
everything which is to be, without entering into the 
temptation. fates 


(e) xafevdm means not only to sleep, but also to be 
dispirited, lazy, and is here used in contradistinction with 
yenyopa. 

So it is used in: 


Eph. v. 14. Wherefore it says, Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

1 Thess. v. 6. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but 
let us watch and be sober. ' 

1 Thess. v. 10. Who died for us, that, whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with him. 


(f) To enter into temptation means to arrive at that 
condition of the weakness of spirit, in which a man cannot 
answer for himself. 

(g) mpeOvuos is here used in contradistinction with 
aodevns, and so means strong. 

(h) If it meant heavy with sleep, ad’ bmvov would be 
added. BeSapetoOar means to be dim. 

(i) This passage has called forth many explanations on 
account of the contradiction, which resulted from that 
senseless reading, which made the disciples be overcome 
by sleep, and Jesus exceedingly offended on account of it. 
Jesus calls them to the spiritual awakening, and does not 
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‘gee it in them; only later does he say, Fall asleep, so that 
you may be rested. 


THE STRUGGLE WITH THE OFFENCES 


After this the pastors, the chief priests, sought with all 
their might to get at Jesus, so as to destroy him. They 
assembled in a council, and began to judge; they said, 
We must in some way put a stop to this man; he proves 
his teaching in such a way that, if we let him alone, all 
will believe in him and will abandon our faith. Even 
now half of the nation is believing in him. And if people 
will believe in his teaching, that man, the son of God, is 
not obliged to obey any one, that all nations are brothers, 
that there is nothing special in our Jewish nation which 
distinguishes us from the other nations, then the Romans 
will completely vanquish us, and will destroy all our laws 
and our whole faith, and there will no longer be any 
Jewish kingdom. 

And the pastors, chief priests, and learned men took 
counsel for a long time, and could not devise what to do 
with him, for they could not make up their mind to kill 
him. 

Then one of them, Caiaphas, who was the high priest 
during that year, devised this: he said to them, We must 
remember that it is advantageous to kill one man, in order 
that a whole nation should not perish. If we let this 
man alone, the nation will perish,— this I prophesy to 
you, —and so it is best to kiil Jesus. Even if the people 
will not perish, they will scatter and will abandon the one 
faith, if we do not kill Jesus, and so it is best to kill him. 

When Caiaphas said this, all decided that there was 
nothing to reflect on, and that they ought by all means 
to kill Jesus. They would have taken him at once and 
killed him, but he hid from them in the wilderness. 

But at this time the feast of the passover was at hand, 
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and many people used to gather in Jerusalem for the 
feast. And the pastors, the bishops, counted on this, 
that Jesus would come to the feast with the people. 
And so they announced to the people that if they saw 
Jesus they should bring him to them. 

And, indeed, six days before the passover Jesus said 
to his disciples, Let us go to Jerusalem; and he went 
with them. 

And the disciples said to him, Do not go to Jerusalem. 

And Jesus said to them, I cannot fear anything, for 
I am living in the light of the comprehension. And as 
any man can walk in daytime, and not at night, that he 
may not stumble, so any man may live by the compre- 
hension, that he may not doubt or fear anything. Only 
he doubts and fears who lives in the flesh; but for him 
who lives in the comprehension there is nothing doubtful 
or terrible. 

And Jesus came into the village of Bethany, near 
Jerusalem, to Martha and Mary, and the sisters prepared 
a supper for him. And as they sat at supper, Martha 
served them, and Mary took a pound of costly, precious, 
perfumed oil, and rubbed Jesus’ feet with it, and wiped 
them with her hair. And. when the odour of the oil 
spread in the room, Judas Iscariot said, In vain has Mary 
wasted this oil. It would have been better if the oil had 
been sold for three hundred pieces, and the money given 
to the poor. 

But Jesus said, You will have the poor with you, but 
me you will soon not have. She did well, for she has 
prepared my body for burial. 

In the morning Jesus went to Jerusalem. There was 
a great multitude there for the feast. And when they 
saw Jesus they surrounded him, and broke off branches 
from the trees, and threw their garments on the road, and 
cried, Here he is, our true king, who has taught us about 
the true God, Jesus sat down on a young ass and rode 


278 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


on it, and the people ran before him, crying. And thus 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem. And when he entered into 
the city, all the people were agitated, and asked, Who is 
he? And those who knew him said, It is Jesus, the 
prophet out of Nazareth of Galilee. 

And Jesus entered the temple, and again drove all the 
buyers and sellers out of it. 

And the pastors, the bishops, saw all this, and said 
among themselves, See what this man is doing. All the 
people are following after him. 

But they did not dare to take him away from the people, 
for they saw that the people clung to him, and they 
devised how they might take him by stratagem. 

In the meantime Jesus was in the temple, teaching 
the people. Among the people there were not only Jews, 
but also pagan Greeks. The Greeks had heard of Jesus’ 
teaching and understood that he was not teaching the 
truth to the Jews alone, but to all men, and so they 
wanted also to be his disciples; and they told so Philip, 
and Philip told Andrew. The disciples were afraid of 
bringing Jesus and the Greeks together. They were 
afraid that the people would be angered, because he did 
not recognize any difference between the Jews and the 
other nations, and so they could not for a long time make 
up their mind to tell Jesus so, 

When Jesus heard that the Greeks wished to be his 
disciples, he said, I know that the people hate me, be- 
cause I make no difference between Jews and Gentiles 
and because I recognize myself to be just like a Gen- 
tile; but now the time has come when the teaching of 
the son of God has to be recognized among all men. 
And if I perish for this, I must tell the truth. A grain 
of wheat brings fruit only when it perishes. He who is 
afraid for his carnal life loses the true life, and he who 
despises the carnal life will make this ar aaa life true, 
not in time, but in God. 
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And turning to Andrew and to Philip, he said, He who 
wants to serve my teaching, let him do the same as I. 
And he who does as I do, will be loved by my Father. 
Now it will be decided whether my life will be carnal 
or spiritual. Now, when that toward which I have been 
walking has come, shall I say, Father, free me from what 
I ought to do? I cannot say this, for I have been walk- 
ing toward it. And so I say, Father, manifest thyself 
in me. 

And, turning to the whole people, Jesus said, In the 
present alone is the power of the spirit over the flesh; 
in the present alone is the power of flesh vanquished. 
And if I lift myself up above the earthly life, [ shall 
draw all toward me. 

And they said to him, According to the law, we have 
heard, Christ is something especial and definite, which 
remains always the same, so how dost thou say that thou, 
Christ, wilt be lifted up as the son of man? What is 
meant by lifting up the son of man? 

To this Jesus replied, To lift up the son of man means 
to live by that light of the comprehension which is within 
you; to lift up the son of man above what is of earth 
means to believe in the light of the comprehension, while 
there is this light, in order to be the son of the compre- 
hension. He who believes in my teaching does not believe 
me, but the spirit which gave life to the world. He who 
understands my teaching, understands the spirit which 
gave the light to the world. My teaching is the same 
light of life which has brought men out of the darkness. 
And if one hears my words and does not fulfil them, I do 
not condemn him, for my teaching does not condemn, but 
saves. He who does not receive my words is not con- 
demned by my teaching, but by the comprehension which 
is in him. It is this which condemns him. For I did 
not speak my own words, but what my Father, the spirit 
which is within me, has inspired. What I speak is what 
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the spirit of the comprehension has told me. And what 
I teach is the true life. 

Having said this, Jesus went away, and again concealed 
himself from the chief priests. 

Among those who heard the words of Jesus there were 
many powerful and rich men who believed in his teach- 
ing, but were afraid to acknowledge it before the chief 
priests, for not one chief priest acknowledged that he 
believed, for they judged in human, and not in divine 
fashion. 

After Jesus had again concealed himself, the chief 
priests and the elders again met in the yard of Caiaphas 
and counselled how they might secretly seize Jesus and 
kill him. They were afraid to seize him publicly. And 
there came to counsel with them one of the first twelve 
disciples of Jesus, Judas Iscariot, who said, If you wish 
to seize Jesus secretly, so that the people may not see 
him, I shall find a time when there will be but a few with 
him, and will show you where he is, and then you can 
seize him. What will you give me for it? They prom- 
ised him thirty dollars. He agreed to it, and after that 
tried to find a time to take the chief priests to Jesus, in 
order that they might seize him. 

In the meantime Jesus concealed himself from the 
people, and only his disciples were with him. When 
the first day of the feast of the unleavened bread came 
around, the disciples said to Jesus, Where shall we 
celebrate the passover ? 

Jesus said to them, Go to some person in the village 
and tell him that we have no time to prepare the pass- 
over, and ask him to allow us to take the passover with 
him. 

And so the disciples did. They asked the permission 
of a man in the village, and he let them in. 

And they came and seated themselves at the table. 
Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot had already promised to 
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betray him to death; but he did not accuse Judas, or 
avenge himself on him; as he had taught love to his 
disciples all his life, so he rebuked Judas in love even 
now. 

When all twelve of them were seated at the table, he 
looked at them, and said, Among you sits he who has 
betrayed me. Yes, he who drinks and eats with me will 
cause my destruction. 

And so they did not find out of whom he was speak- 
ing, and began to eat the supper. As they were getting 
ready to eat, Jesus took a loaf, broke it into twelve parts, 
and gave each disciple a piece, saying, Take it, and eat it. 
He who is betraying me, if he eats this piece, will be 
eating my body. 

Then he filled a cup with wine, and offered it to his 
disciples, saying, Drink you all out of this cup. 

And when they had all drunk, he said, He who is be- 
traying me has drunk my blood. I will shed my blood 
that men may know my testament,—to forgive others 
their sins. For I shall soon die and shall no longer be 
with you in the world, and shall unite with you only in 
God. 

After this Jesus arose from the table, girded himself 
with a towel, took a pitcher of water, and began to wash 
the feet of all the disciples. 

When he came up to Peter, Peter said, Art thou really 
going to wash my feet ? 

Jesus said to him, Thou thinkest it strange that I am 
washing thy feet; but thou wilt soon learn why I do it. 
I do it because not all of you are clean, and because 
among you is my betrayer, whose feet I want to wash 
also. 

And when Jesus had washed the feet of all of them, 
he sat down again, and said, Do you understand why I 
did it? I did it, that you may do likewise to one 
another. If I, your teacher, do it, you certainly must 
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serve all and not hate any one. If you know this you 
are blessed. Iam not speaking of all of you, for one of 
you, whose feet I have washed, and who has eaten bread 
with me, will betray we. Having said this, Jesus was 
troubled in spirit and confirmed that one of them would 
betray him. And again did the disciples look at each 
other, but they did not know of whom he was speaking. 
One of the disciples was sitting near Jesus, and Simon 
Peter beckoned to him to ask him who the traitor was. 
He asked him. 

Jesus said, I will dip a piece, and he to whom I will 
give it is the traitor. And he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 
saying to him, Whatever thou wilt do, do it at once; and 
Judas understood that he ought to go away, and when he 
took the piece, he went away at once, and it was not 
possible to run after him, for it was night. 

When Judas was gone, Jesus said, Now it is clear to 
you what the son of man is; now it is clear to you that 
God is in him, that he can forgive his enemies and do 
good. Children! I have but a little while to stay with 
you. Do not philosophize on my teaching, as I have told 
the pastors, but do what Ido. I give you one new com- 
mandment: As I have loved you and Judas the traitor, 
so you love one another. Only thus shall you be distin- 
guished: be distinguished from other men in that you 
love one another. 

After this they went to the mount of Olives. On the 
way Jesus said to them, Now the time comes when that 
will happen which is said in the Scripture, that the shep- 
herd will be killed, and the sheep will scatter. And this 
will happen this very night: I shall be taken, and all of 
you will abandon me and run away. 

And in reply Peter said to him, Even if all are 
frightened and run away, I will not deny thee. I am 
prepared to die with thee. 

And Jesus said to him, But I tell thee that this very 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED . 283 


night, before cockcrow, when they will take me, thou wilt 
deny me, not once, but thrice. 

But Peter said that he would not, and the disciples 
said the same. 

And then, seeing that the disciples were with him, 
Jesus was tempted. He felt sorry, because they wanted 
to kill him without cause. And he said to his disciples, 
At first neither you nor I needed anything. You went 
without a scrip and without reserve footgear, and I com- 
manded you to do so; but now, since they regard me as 
an outlaw, it can no longer be so, and you must provide 
yourselves with everything and with knives, lest you be 
destroyed without cause. 

And the disciples said, We have two knives. 

And Jesus said, Very well. 

And they went beyond the river Cedron, where there 
was a garden, and entered that garden. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, I am weakened, and I 
must pray. Be with me. 

And he seated Peter and the sons of Zebedee near him, 
and began to groan and feel sorrowful, because he had 
fallen into an offence and wanted to struggle against evil. 

He said, J am pained and grieved. Help me, rise in 
spirit together with me. 

And he knelt down and prayed. 

He said, My Father, spirit, thou art free: strengthen 
me that the offence of struggle may leave me; that every- 
thing may be as thou wishest, and not as I wish it, and 
that I may unite with thy will. 

The disciples were not praying and were dispirited, and 
Jesus rebuked them, and said, Pray; be strong in spirit, 
lest you fall into the temptation of timidity or struggle. 
There is strength in the soul, but the body is powerless. 

And he began to pray a second time, saying, Father, 
spirit, let everything be as thou wilt. 

And again the disciples did not pray with him, but 
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were dejected. And he prayed for a third time in the 
same way, and then, when he was strengthened in 
spirit, he said to his disciples, Now I shall soon be given 
into the hands of worldly men. 


CHAPTER XI. 


THE FAREWELL DISCOURSE 


86. Aéyer airg@ Xl- 
pwv Ilérpos, Kupie, rod 
brdyes ; dmexplOn ait@ 
6 ’Inoods, “Orov brdyu, 
ov dUvacal por viv dko- 
AovOjoat: Vorepov 5é dko- 
AovOHces por. 

87. Aéye atr@ 6 Ilé- 
Tpos, Kupie, diart od dv- 
vayal oor dkodovOjcat 
&prt; Thy Wuxhv pov 
bmép cov Ojo: 

88. 7 ArexplOn adr@ 
6 "Inoots, Thy puxnv 
gov brép éuod Ojoes; 
duhv dunv rAéyw cor, Ov 
wn aréxrwp pwvice tws 
ob drapyyicyn ue Tpls. 

1. My rapaccéc Ow 
Uudy 7 Kapdla: mioreveTe 
els Tov Ocdv, Kal els éue 
TLOTEVETE. 


John xiii. 36. Simon 
Peter said unto him, 
Lord, whither goest 


thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me 
now; but thou shalt 
follow me afterward. 


37. Peter said unto 
him, Lord, why cannot 
I follow thee now? I 
will lay down my life 
for thy sake. 


38. Jesus answered 
him, Wilt thou lay down 
thy life for my sake? 
Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, The cock shall not 
crow, till thou hast de- 
nied me thrice. 


John xiv. 1. Let not 
your heart be troubled: 
e believe in God, be- 
ieve also in me. 


36. And Peter said ta 
Jesus, Whither dost 
thou go? Jesus replied, 
Thou wilt not be able to 
follow me, whither I am 
going now: but thou 
wilt follow me later. 


37, And Peter said, 
Why dost thou think 
that I cannot follow 
thee now, whither thou 
goest? I will lay down 
my life for thee. 


38. And Jesus said, 
Thou sayest that thou 
wilt lay down thy life 
for me, but before the 
cock will crow, thou 
wilt deny me thrice. 


1. Do not trouble your- 
selves in your hearts. 
Believe in God, and be- 
lieve in my teaching. 


This discourse is given in John after the holy supper 
and before the seizing of Jesus, consequently it takes 
place in the garden of Gethsemane. 

The life of Jesus is coming to an end. He knows it, 


and the disciples know it. 


The end of the sermon about 


the one true good and about the life which he led accord- 
ing to this teaching, is this, that the world hates him, and 
that they want: to kill him, as a criminal dangerous to 


the peace of the nation. Naturally the disciples are 
285 
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assailed by doubt as to whether the persecution, capital 
punishment, and hatred of the world are the one true 
good, the one true life, given by God to men. How 
are the disciples to be quieted, and their doubts to be 
destroyed? Shall he say that it is only an accidental 
misfortune which has befallen Christ? That he and 
they would be happy on earth, if the evil people were 
not to blame ? 

Shall he say, If I and you suffer misfortune here, 
as the prophets have suffered, we shall be rewarded 
in the next world, after the resurrection ? 

Either might have consoled his disciples; but either 
would be an untruth and a consolation which does not 
result from the teaching. 

And Jesus says neither the one, nor the other, and 
only explains more clearly than before the meaning of 
his teaching, of what he calls the true good, the true life; 
he explains the meaning of human life, not because he 
thinks so, but because it is such, and there is no other, 
and this forms the contents of the farewell discourse. 


De n if 6 _John viv. 2. In my 2. In God’s world are 

4 ea sy ¢ a Father’s house aremany mapy different lives. If 

WaT pos Mov HovaAt TOKAA' Tyansions.« If it were it were not so, I should 

elovv: ef 5é wi, elrov &v not so,I would havetold have told hel I go to 

duiv: ropevouat éroipd- hae y go Sp peepaxe a prepare a place for you. 
oat Térov buiv. | a Sie ta 


(a) These words are most calmly translated by, In my 
Father’s house are many mansions, and this sentence is 
taken to be a metaphor (which is of no use): the follow- 
ing words, If it were not so, I would have told you, are 
taken to be a confirmation of the truth, and the speech 
proceeds, taking the denial to be a confirmation, and in 
general depriving the first three verses of all sense. 

This is what the church says (p. 469): 


In my Father’s house are many mansions: Evidently an allegor- 
ical statement. The picture is taken from the magnificent royal 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 287 


palaces of the Eastern lands, in which there are many rooms, not 
only for the kings and heirs to the throne, but also for the royal 
children which, under the peculiar domestic conditions, are very 
numerous in the East; or, perhaps, from the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, as the Father’s house upon earth, in the adjoining struc- 
tures of which there were also many apartments (mansions). By 
the picture of this house with the many mansions is meant a 
certain condition, namely, the condition of the Lord’s glory in 
the glory of his heavenly Father, to the participation in which 
glory some day will be called the Lord’s disciples, to whom this 
discourse is addressed. This condition of glory will, naturally, 
appear in a given place, where God manifests his presence and 
glory in a peculiar manner, and where the Lord Jesus abides in 
glory with his glorified body, that is, in heaven. 

Many mansions: Sufficient to place all of you in them. Not 
only Peter will follow the Lord, but also all the disciples, and for 
all there will be sufficient mansions, for there are many of them. 
The word many does not signify a variety of mansions, as though 
the Lord indicated several degrees of blessedness in heaven; he 
only indicates their number (the doctrine of the various degrees 
of blessedness is based on other passages of the New Testament, 
for example, on 1 Cor. xv. 39). 

If it were not so, I would have told you: A new asseveration that 
it is really so, that he told them the truth, so that their hearts 
may not be troubled. 


Reuss entirely evades the difficulty, and says this 
(Vol. VIL, p. 279 and 280): 


Un premier motif de consolation est offert dans la promesse 
que la séparation entre le maitre et les disciples ne durera pas 
éternellement. A un moment donné, il reviendra les prendre 
pour les conduire 1a ou il va dés & présent, et ot il veut leur pré- 
parer une place. Quel est ce moment? La plupart des com- 
mentateurs songent & la fin des temps, 4 l’avénement final de 
Christ, & la résurrection universelle. Nous ne saurions nous 
arréter & cette idée, un texte précédent (Chap. xi. 24) nous ayant 
déja fait comprendre qu’au point de vue de la théologie johan- 
nique, ce n’est pas 14 une consolation suffisante. Mais il y a 
plus. Partout, dans la suite de ce discours, la phrase: je viendrai, 
se rapporte & des faits qui ne sauraient étre reculés jusqu’a 
l’époque de la parousie finale. L’idée d’un intervalle de sépara- 
tion, & partir de la mort de chaque individu, jusqu’au moment de 
la parousie et du jugement dernier, est incompatible avec l’esprit 
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et la tendance des paroles que nous avons sous les yeux, sans 
compter que la notion d’un jugement dernier est un hors-d’ceuvre 
dans un livre de théologie qui place partout ce qu’on pourrait 
appeler le jugement, dans le moment méme ot. chaque homme 
accepte ou rejette le salut offert. Si la foi fait passer homme, 
sur cette terre déja, de la mort 4 la vie, & une vie dite éternelle, 
c’est-A-dire qui ne peut plus étre sujette & une interruption, il est 
évident que la réunion personnelle du croyant & Christ, réunion 
momentanément interrompue par la mort de celui-ci, se fera au 
moment de la mort de celui-la. (Nous ne confondons point ce 
qui est dit ici avec ce que nous lirons au v. 18.) 

Du reste, ce premier motif de consolation est exposé dans une 
forme tout 4 fait populaire. Jésus parle de demeures, de places, 
nous pourrions dire de logements, de chambres, qu'il va préparer, 
retenir, pour les siens, dans le vaste domaine ou palais du Pére. 
Dans cette description figurée, on pourra retenir d’un cdté 
l’assurance que la mort physique ne termine pas l’existence de 
Vhomme (bien que cette assertion tout 4 fait superflue soit 
probablement étrangére & la pensée de J’auteur), de l’autre 
cété, la conviction que l’individualité des fidéles sauvés sub- 
sistera, ce qui est assez directement indiqué par la pluralité 
des demeures, bien que l’auteur, peut-€tre, n’ait pas méme songé 
au panthéisme qu’il combat ici directement. I] n’y a de diffi- 
culté que dans la liaison logique des phrases, si bien que les 
copistes et les éditeurs ont varié le texte pour se tirer d’affaire. 
Nous admettons que la fin du v. 2: C’est que je vais préparer, 
etc., se rattache au vy. 1: Ayez foi en moi, et énonce ainsi ce que 
nous avons appelé le premier motif de consolation. Mais, par 
une tournure qui n’a rien d’insolite, l’auteur donne d’avance 
Vexplication qui pouvait étre nécessaire au sujet de la place & 
préparer. Il y a donc inversion des éléments de la pensée, 
au point de vue logique, tandis que la rédaction a conservé 
les particules comme elles pouvaient se produire dans l’ordre 
naturel. Pour de pareilles bagatelles on ne devrait pas chercher 
querelle & un auteur & qui la syntaxe grecque n’est pas trop 


familieére. 

And yet these words have a very definite and simple 
significance. It says, In the house of my Father, that is, 
in the world of God, év tH o1xia Tod matpés. The word 
poval is only twice used in the Gospel. In the other 

-discourse it says, He who loves me and fulfils my teach- 
ing, in him abide mova, the Father and Jesus. Conse- 
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quently povai is the abiding of the spirit, the life of the 
spirit. 

IloAAaé means many different, and so these words are 
not metaphorical, but express a deep thought, which is 
evolved in what follows. 

Jesus says, In God’s world the spirit abides in most 
varied manifestations. We know the manifestation of 
the spirit in the living man, but I am dying, going out 
of the life we know of, and my spirit will live somewhere, 
in some new manifestation; and immediately after this 


he says that his spirit will live in his disciples. 
(6) That is, Christ says directly, Abandon the idea 
of the place where you will be in bliss after death: there 


is no such place. 


3. Kai éav mopev0d 
kal éroiudow vty Tdrop, 
maduv épxomat kal mapa- 
AjYouat buds mpds éuav- 
Tov: tva, Srov ell eye, 
kal vpets Hre. 

4. Kal 8rov eyo ird- 
yw otdare, kal Thy dddv 
otdare. 

5. Aéye air@ Owpas, 
Kupre, ovk oldauev rot 
bmayes’ Kal m@s Suva- 
peOa Thy Oddy eldévac; 

6. Aéye atr@ 6 In- 
cots, Eyd elu 7 600s 
Kal 7 GdAOea Kal 7 fw. 
ovdels Epxerar mpds Tov 
matépa, ef uy O¢ euod. 

7. Ki éyvoxeré ue, kal 
Tov marépa pov éyvw- 
kere dy wal dm adpre 
ywdonere avrov, Kal 
éwpdxare abrov. 

8. Aéye atr@ Bldur- 
mos, Kupie, detiov nucty 
Tov mwarépa, Kal dpket 
huey. 

9. Aéye atr@ 6 In- 
gots, Tosotrovy xpévor 


John wiv. 3. And if I 
o and prepare a place 


or you, I will come 
again, and receive you 
unto myself; that? 


where I am, there ye 
may be also. 


4, And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye 
know. 


5. Thomas saith unto 
him, Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; and 


how can we know the 
way? 
6. Jesus saith unto 


him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.¢ 


7. If ye had known me, 
ye should have known 


my Father also: and 
from henceforth ye 
know him, and have 
seen him.@ 


8. Philip saith unto 
him, Lord, shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth 
us.é 


9. Jesus saith unto 
him, Have I been go 


3. And if I # and pre- 
pare a place, I will come 

ack, and will take you 
with me, that where I 
am, you may be also. 


4, And whither I go, 
you know, and you know 
the way. 


5. And Thomas said to 
him, Sir, we do not know 
whither thou goest; how 
can we know the way? 


6. Jesus said to him, I 
am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but 
by me. 


7. If you know me, you 
know also the Father, 
and now you will know 
him and see him. 


8. Philip said to him, 
Sir, show us the Father, 
and we shall be con- 
tented. 


9. And Jesus said to 
them, I have been so 
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wed” buoy elu, Kat ovK 
éyvwxds we, Pidurme; 6 
éwpakas éue édpaxe Tdv 
matépa: kal mr&s od dé- 
yes, Aettov nuty rov 
warépa ; 

10. O8 miorevers bre 
éy® év r@ marpl, kal 6 
marhp év éuol éori; Ta 
phuara & éyw NaNG vty, 
am éuavrod od} AadG 6 
dé marnp 6 év éuol pé- 
vv, avrds Trove’ Ta Epya. 

11. Iuoreveré por dre 
éyd év r@ marpl, kal 6 
marnp év éuol gor: el 
de uh, dua Ta epya atta 
awioreveTé Mol. 

12. ’Auhy duhv \éyw 
duiv, ‘O mioredwy els 
éue, TA Epya & eyo row 
KakKelvos Trowhoe, Kal pel- 
fova TovTwy twoijoe STL 
éyo mpds rov marépa 
fou tropevouat. 

13. Kal 8 re dy alrh- 
onre év T@ dvbuarl pou, 
ToUTO Toijow: iva doka- 
o09 6 marhp ev Te vig. 


14. "Edy re alrionre 
év r@ dvbyarl wou, éyo 
Towjow. 

15. "Edy dyarGré pe, 
Tas évrodkds Tas éuds 
THpHTaTe. 

16. Kat éye épwrjow 
Tov marépa, kal &ddov 
mapakdynrov ddce vpyiv, 
ta pwévy peO’ dudr els 
Tov alava, 

17. Td mvetua ris 
adnbelas, 6 6 Kdcuos od 
Ovvarat AaBetv, Bre od 
Oewpet adrd, oddé yivi- 
oke. avrd> duels 52 y- 
viokete atTd, bre rap 
buty péver, Kal év div 
tora. 


done time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest 
thou then, Shew us the 
Father? 


10. Believests thou not 
that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? 
the words that I speak 
unto you I speak not of 
myself: but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works. 


11. Believe me that I 
am in the Father, and 
the Father in me: or 
else believe me for the 
very works’ sake. 


12. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater 
works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto 
my Father.* 


13. And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified 
in the Son.t 


14. If ye shall ask an 
thing in my name, I will 
do it. 


15. If ye love me, keep 
my commandments. 


16. And I will pray the 
Father,7 and he shall 
ive you another* Com- 
orter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; 


17. Even the Spirit of 
truth; whom the world 
cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him; but ye 
know him; for he dwell- 
eth with you, and shall 
be in you.! 
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long a time with you 
and yet thou dost not 
understand my _ teach- 
ing, Philip. He who 
sees me sees the Father; 
how, then, dost thou say, 
Show me the Father? 


10. Dost thou not com- 
prehend that I am in the 
Father, and the Father 
in me? The words 
which I speak 1 do not 
speak of myself: the 
Father who is in me 
does the works. 


11. Believe in my 
teaching, that I am in 
the Father, and the 
Father in me; or else, 
by my works will you 
comprehend my teach- 


ing. 

io You know your- 
selves that he who be- 
lieves in my teachin 
will live as well ag I, an 
even better, for I go to 
my Father. 


13. That is, everything 
which you will wish for 
according to my teach- 
ing, my teaching will 
give you, so that in the 
son will the Father be 
known. 

14. And if you ask for 
anything for the com- 

rehension, my teach- 
ing will give it to you. 


15. If you love my 
teaching, keep my com- 
mandments. 


16. And my teaching 
will be an _ intercessor 
before the Father, and 
he will give you another 
protector, who will be 
with you in life, 

17. The spirit of truth, 
which the world cannot 
receive, because it does 
not see it and does not 
know it. But you know 
it, because it is with 
you and in you. 
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18. Ov« adijcw tuas 
éppavovs: epxouar pods 
vpas. 

19. "Eri puxpdy Kal 6 
Kbopos we ovKETL Oewpe?, 
bets dé Oewpetré we bre 
éye® 5G, Kal bpyels Shoe- 
oe. 

20. ’Ev éxelvy 77 Hué- 
pe yrecerbe wpuets Sri 
eye év T@ warpl pov, kal 
ters ev Euol, kaya év 
bpiv. 

21. ‘O éxwy ras ép- 
Todds pov Kal Tnpoy avd- 
Tas, éxetvds ori 6 aya- 
wav pe 6 6¢ ayaray pe 


18. I will not leave you . 


comfortless : I will come 
to you. 


19. Yet a little while, 
and the world seeth me 
no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall 
live also. 


20. At that day ye shall 
know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you. 


21. He that hath my 
commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shall be 
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18, I will not leave you 
as orphans: I stay with 
you. 


19. A _ little while 
longer, and the world 
will not see me; but 
you will see me; for my 
teaching lives, and you 
will live. 


20. At that time you 
will know that I am in 
the Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. 


21. He who keeps my 
commandments and ob- 
serves them, loves my 
teaching. And he who 
loves my teaching, is 


loved of my Father, and 
I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. 


loved by the Father 
and I love him, and wi 
appear to him. 


adyanrnojocerat bro Tov 
marpbs ovr kal éyw 
dyanrjow avrov, kal éu- 
daviow ait@ éuavtdv. 


(a) mpos éwavrev is wanting in many texts. 

(6) «at means here besides, above, in addition to. Jesus 
says from the very start, Fear nothing, believe in God and 
in my teaching. What will become of us, how we are 
going to live after our death, we cannot know. The life 
in God is very varied and incomprehensible to us. I can- 
not say, as the lawyers do, that I will go to Abraham and 
prepare a place for you there, for that would be a lie. 
This much I can say, that in my life I have shown you 
what to strive after. Thomas asks, What, then, is the 
way of life? 

(c) That J has to be translated by my teaching, is 
proved, not only by the demands of the context, but also 
by this, that in John viii. 25 Jesus says in reply to the 
question, Who art thou? I am what I say. 

(d) These words signify that Jesus now explains to 
them in the most intelligible manner possible what he 
calls the Father. 

(e) Philip thus understood the words of Jesus, and 
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said, Yes, what will make us understand thy teaching 
will convince us that there is a Father. Let us see him. 

(7) It is impossible to see the Father. The Father is 
visible only in the son. 

(g) Here the word msorevw may be, indeed, rendered 
by the word believe, but better by the word grasp. 

(h) He will do in the world more than I, for he will 
live, while I am dead. 

(i) To do works like me, to live like me means to live 
Sreely, having everything which you wish. 

(J) Kat éy@ épwtncw tov matépa, and I will ask the 
Father. This expression is translated as though it means 
that Jesus will ask the Father, and to this verb in the 
future tense is ascribed the whole quasi-Christian myth- 
ology. But it is impossible to understand these words in 
such a manner. 

This is what the church says (p. 479): 


I will pray the Father: An humble expression of the Lord’s 
relations to his Father, as the intercessor of the redeemed 
brethren in the flesh. Marvel not at his saying, I will pray the 
Father, for he does not pray like a slave; but, in order to assure 
his disciples that the consoling Spirit will certainly come to 
them, he condescends to them, and says, I will pray the Father. 
I will pray, he says, that they may not regard him as an adver- 
sary of God, and as speaking for the sake of some other power. 


(k) Instead of me, the man, Jesus, my teaching, my 
spirit. 

(2) wévy, in the present ; éorar is in many texts also in 
the present. Only from the undefinable meaning which 
is given to 76 mvetywa THs adnOelas, Holy Ghost, can we 
understand why these verbs are changed into and trans- 
lated as futures. This transformation shows why éyw 
épwrjcw in the previous verse is of importance. The 
meaning is that the Father will give you a comforter, 
the spirit of truth, which is already in you. 
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One would think that nothing could be simpler and 
clearer. Jesus, speaking of his death, of his going away, 
consoles his disciples. He says that besides the life in 
the flesh there is the life of the spirit in the Father, 
that the Father is living in every man who does his will, 
and so, going away from the world, Jesus will live in 
those who will observe his teaching about the life in the 
Father. And for those who will keep his teaching he, 
Jesus, will be the comforter, in the spirit. 

This is what the church says (p. 479): 


Shall give you another Comforter: Or intercessor, advocate, de- 
fender, — a word used only in this speech of the Lord and in the 
first epistle of John (ii. 1). Saying another (that is, besides me), 
the Lord evidently applies to himself the appellation of com- 
forter, and St. John actually calls him directly by this name; but 
by this word another the Lord distinguishes him from himself, as 
another person. “Saying another, Christ points to the distinction 
of the hypostasis; and saying Comforter, to the unity of the 
essence” (Chrys.). This is the third person of the worshipful 
Trinity, the Holy Ghost who proceedeth from the Father. 


On the word dAXos, which it is impossible not to use 
when speaking of Christ as the comforter, but in another 
form, not in the carnal integument, but in the spirit, on 
this word they build up a dogma about Jesus and the 
spirit being one and the same, and yet not one and 


the same. 
This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI, pp. 285 and 286): 


Le troisiéme motif de consolation, c’est la promesse de l’assis- 
tance du saint esprit. Le saint esprit est désigné ici et dans quel- 
ques autres passages (Chap. xiv. 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7) par un nom 
qui ne se rencontre pas dans les autres livres du Nouveau 
Testament, mais qui est également appliqué a Jésus (ici méme, 
et 1 Jean ii. 1), et dont il importe de fixer le sens. Le verbe 
dont dérive le mot de Paraciet est fréquemment employé par les 
auteurs sacrés dans le sens de consoler, exhorter, instruire. Aussi 
bien ces diverses significations out-elles été tour a tour proposées 
pour déterminer la valeur du substantif. Celle qui a prévalu 
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anciennement, c’est le consolateur, ce qui va assez bien avec le 
présent contexte; le docteur se recommande surtout au v. 26 de 
notre chapitre; on l’appliquerait aussi trés-facilement aux autres 
passages de notre livre qui viennent d’étre cités. Enfin le pas- 
sage de l’épitre a fait préférer & d’autres traducteurs le mot défen- 
seur, dans le sens juridique. L’étymologie et la forme du terme 
grec nous feront rejeter les deux premiéres interprétations, et 
adopter celle par le mot latin advocatus, c’est-a-dire quelqu’un qui 
est appelé pour assister un autre dans une action judiciaire. Kn 
examinant bien tous les passages ot le mot se trouve, cette der- 
niére expression frangaise paraitra sans doute la plus acceptable, 
puisqu’aprés tout il en faut une qui aille a tous les textes. Celle 
de défenseur ne va nullement & ceux de l’évangile, ou les disciples, 
certes, ne sont pas représentés comme des accusés. L’assistant 
pourra tour 4 tour, et selon le besoin du moment, conseiller, con- 
soler, instruire ou défendre. 

Cet assistant est le saint esprit ; qui est appelé ici l’esprit de 
vérité, parce que la vérité, qui est essentiellement en Dieu, 
ne peut arriver a ’homme que par cet intermédiaire; ce qui se 
comprendra surtout, si l’on veut se rappeler que la vérité, dans la 
terminologie de notre livre, n’est pas seulement tout ce qui tient 
a Villumination de l’intelligence, mais encore tout ce qui se rap- 
porte a la sanctification de la volonté. En général, toutes les 
forces dont le chrétien a besoin, pour son propre avancement 
spirituel et pour celui de l’ceuvre de Dieu dans le monde, & la- 
quelle il est appelé a travailler, lui viennent de V’esprit saint. A 
cet égard, on ne saurait assez élargir le cercle de cette notion qui 
est l'une des plus fondamentales dans la théologie évangélique. 
En revanche, nous écartons explicitement deux éléments acces- 
soires de cette doctrine, qui ont eu le privilége de préoccuper la 
théologie officielle presque exclusivement: la thése de la person- 
nalité du saint esprit (que l’on trouvera traitée au long dans 
Histoire de la théologie apostolique, Livre VII., Chap. 12), et celle 
de l’infaillibilité des apdtres, qui est une conception absolument 
étrangére au Nouveau Testament et d’autant moins nécessaire ici 
que la promesse s’adresse & tous les chrétiens. 

La communication de l’esprit a pour prémisse et condition: 
1° qu’on voie et connaisse les choses de Dieu, 2° qu’on garde les 
commandements de Christ. L’une comme l’autre condition ne 
peut étre remplie que 1a ow 1’on croit, c’est-a-dire ot l’on est en 
communion avec le Verbe révélateur, ce qui a été dit maintes 
fois dans les textes précédents. La séparation du monde et des 
fidéles, existant déja pour d’autres causes, se constatera et se con- 
solidera donc encore dans ce nouveau rapport. 
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Why zvedpua Tis adnOeias means a Holy Ghost, when 
it says directly that this paraclete, that is, the advocate, 
is the spirit of truth and also the teaching of Jesus, in 
which there is one way, truth, and life, remains com- 
pletely incomprehensible. There are church interpreta- 
tions which it is possible to reject, because they are based 
on some false foundation ; but this is one of those inter- 
pretations which cannot be overthrown, as it is impos- 
sible to understand on what it is based. 


John xiv. 22. Judas 


22. Aéyee air@ ’Iov- 
das, ox 6 "Ioxapidrys, 
Kvpie, th yéyovev bre 
heiv pédreus éudavifev 
ceavrov, Kal ovxl T@ 
Koo Ly 5 

23. ’AmexplOn 6 "In- 
cots kalelrev ait@, Edy 
Tis dyamG pe, Tov Abyov 
pouTnpice, kal 6 rarhp 
pou ayamrijoe atrov, Kal 
mpos avrov édevoducba, 
kal povhy map aire 
FOLNTOMED. 

24, ‘O uh dyarGy pe 
Tovs Néyous pou ov TnpeEr 
kal 6 Adyos dv daxovere 
obk ori éuds, adda TOD 
méuwavrds we warps. 


saith unto him, not Is- 
cariot, Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest 
thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world? 


23. Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a 
man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, 
and we will come unto 
him, and make our 
abode with him.« 


24. He that loveth me 
not keepeth not my say- 
ings: and the word 
which ye hear is not 
mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me. 


22. And Judas, not Is- 
cariot, said tohim, Why, 
sir, dost thou want to 
manifest thyself to us, 
and not to all? 


23. And Jesus replied 
to him, He who loves 
me, fulfils my teaching; 
and my Father will love 
him, and we shall come 
to him, and shall abide 
in him. 


24. He who does not 
love me, does not keep 
my words. My word is 
not mine, but the Fa- 
ther’s who has sent me. 


(a) povny trap’ ait@ Toujooper, will make our abode in 


him. There are different abodes in the Father’s house: 
the abode in the human life, and in God. Jesus, upon 
going to the Father, says that he will come outside his 
carnal integument to be a comforter and to live in the 
soul of him who will fulfil his teaching. 


In reply to Judas’s question why he will not appear to 
all, Jesus says that he can appear only to those who love 
him and, loving him, fulfil his teaching. 

In this place Jesus rejects outright, as in many other 
places, the crude conception of the resurrection. He says 
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of his spirit that it will appear to him who will love it 
and will keep the commandments. Only in this sense 
will Jesus not die, and make his appearance. And he 
will not appear alone, but with his Father, and will take 


up his abode in the soul of him who will love him. 


25. Tatra NeXdAnKa 
duiv map vpulv wévwy: 


26. ‘O & rapdkdnTOos, 
7d IIvetua rd “Ayr 8 
méuwer 6 warhp év TP 
évouarl wou, éxetvos buds 
Siddéec mavra, Kal vro- 
pyjoce vas mavra a 
elrov butv. 

27. Elpnyny adinut 
vutry, elpnvnvy Thy éuhv 
Sldwue vutv- od Kabas 6 
Kocpuos Sldwowv, éyw dl- 
Owur vulvy. wh Tapac- 
céc0w tuav 7 Kapdla, 
pndée derdtiarw. 

28. ’Hrovoare ori eyed 
elrov vuiv, “Trdyw Kat 
Zpxouat mpds vuds. el 
tyamwaré we, exdpnre dv 
8rveirov, TLopevouar rpds 
Tov marépa’ bre 6 marnHp 
pov pelfwy ou éorl. 


John «xiv. 25. These 
things have I spoken 
unto you, being yet pres- 
ent with you. 

26. But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Fa- 
ther will send in my 
name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all 
things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. 


27. Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I 
unto you, Let not your 
heart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid. 


28. Ye have heard how 
I said unto you, I go 
away, and come again 
unto you. If ye loved 
me, ye would rejoice, be- 
cause I said, I go unto 
the Father: for my Fa- 
ther is greater than I. 


25. This did I say, 
while I was still with 
you, 


26. And the interces- 
sor, whom the Father 
will send in my place, 
will teach you every- 
thing, and will remind 
you of everything which 

told you. 


27. I will leave you 
restfulness; not such as 
men give do I give you: 
let not your heart be 
troubled, and do not 
lose courage. 


28. You have heard me 
say to you: I go away, 
andcometoyou. If you 
love me, you must re- 
joice, for I told you, I 
unite with the Father, 
for the Father is greater 
than I. 


(2) In many texts Holy Ghost is wanting. Jesus says, 


I, being a man, like you, cannot say everything, but the 
spirit of truth, which is from the Father, will be in you: 
it will tell. 

(6) etpjvn must not be translated by peace, as in Luke, 
Did not bring peace on earth, but by restfulness, which 
the knowledge of the truth gives. Why Reuss translates 
and the church explains it as, I bid you farewell, would 
be unintelligible, if everything which precedes were in- 
telligible. The translation is only a way out of a dif- 
ficulty. It is necessary in one way or other to translate 
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the words which make no definite sense, and they are 
translated as though the whole discourse were a useless 
jumble of words. 


The discourse began with this, that they ought not to 
be troubled by his death. In the middle of the discourse 
we get an explanation why it is said that he will unite 
with the Father, and that the Father lives in those who 
love him and therefore do the will of his Father: for he, 
Jesus, though not living carnally, will live with his 
Father in the soul of him who will fulfil his teaching 
about the filial relation to God. At the end of the 
discourse he says, And so you must not only refrain from 
being grieved by my death, but must also be completely 
at rest, for, if you will fulfil my teaching, you will be, not 
with me alone, but with me and the Father, who will be 
in you. 


29. Kal viv etonka 
buiv mplv yevécOar- iva, 
érav yévnrat, miorev- 


onte: 
30. Ovxn ére mode 
Aadjow peO” war: 


épxerar yap 6 Tov Ké- 
gyou TovTov dpxwv, Kal 
év éuol ov« exer ovdév" 
81. “ANA ta ye 6 
koopos bre ayard Tov 
matépa, Kal Kadas éve- 
tethard por 6 Tarnp, 
otTw trom. éyelperbe, 
dywuev évrevbev. 


John xiv. 29. And now 
I have told you before it 
come to pass,¢ that, 


when it is come to pass,’ 


ye might believe. 

30. Hereafter I will not 
talk much with you: for 
the prince of this world? 
cometh, and hath noth- 
ing in me. 


31, But that the world 
may know that I love 
the Father; and as the 
Father gave me com- 
mandment, even so I do. 
Arise, let us go hence. 


(a) That is, my death. 


(6) Death. 


(c) Nothing subservient to it. 


29. I have told you be- 
fore it has happened, 
and I tell you now, that 
pon may believe when it 

appens. 


30. I have but a little 
while to talk with you, 
for the power of this 
world is near; but in me 
it has nothing. 


31. But that the world 
may know that I love 
the Father; and as the 
Father commanded me, 
so I do. Awaken, and 
let us go out of this 
world. 


The last profound words, which so clearly flow from 
what precedes and weld with what follows, are not 
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understood at all. What they refer to is that some one 
is coming, and Jesus tells his disciples to go away from 
the place where they are. Jesus says that life is in the 
comprehension, and not in the flesh, and so he cannot 
die. And, concluding his speech, he says, Death is com- 
ing, but in me there is nothing left which comes under 
its dominion. And that the world may know that the 
true life is the life in the comprehension, in the doing of 
the will of the Father, awaken all from the carnal life 
and come out of it, out cf the care for the life of the 
world. These words conclude the first part of the dis- 
course, and form the introduction to the second, in which 
Jesus answers Philip’s question, Show us the Father. 
This first part of the discourse, the whole fourteenth 
chapter, is an exposition of what is the visible, carnal 
death. Jesus says that with God (in the house of the 
Father) there are many different manifestations of life, 
and that he, dying carnally, unites with the Father, and 
will return to them as their consoler,—the spirit of 
truth. And so, if they live in the Father, they must not 
grieve, nor fear, but only rejoice at his uniting with the 
Father, for he unites with them. Even now he feels 
himself liberated from death, and he admonishes them to 
awaken likewise and liberate themselves from death. 


1. ’Eyé eluc ) dure- . Johnaxv. 1.14 am the 1. The comprehension 


dos 7 GAnOivy, Kal 6 7a- 
THp ou 6 yewpyds éort. 

2. lav kdAjua év éuol 
bh pépov Kaprov, alper 
avré: Kal wav 7d Kapmrov 
pépov, kabalpe avrd, iva 
mrelova Kaprov pépp. 

3. “Hdn tyets xaPapol 
éore, Sia Thy Adyow dv 
AeAdAnka vty. 

4. Melvare év éyol, 
kayo év bulv. Kadas 7d 
KA\jma od SUvarat kaprév 
dépev ad éavrod, édv 


true vine, and my Father 
is the husbandman. 


2. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away: and 
every branch that bear- 
eth fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth 
more fruit. 

3. Now ye are clean 
through the word which 
I have spoken unto you. 


4. Abide in me, and I 
in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of it- 
self, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can 


is the true root, and my 
Father is my gardener. 


2. Every shoot in the 
comprehension, which 
bears no fruit, is cut 
off; and every shoot 
which bears fruit is 
cleaned, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. 

5. You are already 
cleaned by the teaching 
which I have taught 
you. 

4. Abide in the com- 
prehension, and _ the 
comprehension in you. 
And as a shoot cannot 
bring forth fruit of it- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


uh pelvy ev ry dumdry: 
ovTws ovde wpets, Eav wn 
év éuol pelvnre. 

5. “Eyo elu 4 duare- 
Ros, vuets TA KANMATA. 
6 pévwy év euol, Kayo 
év atr@, otros pépa 
Kaptrov mov: Ste xwpls 
éuov ov dvvacbe rovety 
ovdév. 

6. ’Eav wh tis pelvy 
év éuol, €BAnOn eEw ws 
TO KAjma, ral é&npavOn, 
kal cuvdyovow atta kal 
els mip Bdddovo., kal 
kalerat. 

7. "Edy ypelvnre év 
éyol, kal Ta pHuaTd jou 
év tyuiv pelvy, 5 éav Oé- 
Ante alrjoecbe, Kal ye- 
vHoeTar viv. 

8. Ev rovrw ed0édc0n 
6 TaTnp pov, iva Kaprov 
modvy pépyre: Kal yev7}- 
cecbe éuol uadyral. 


ye, except ye abide in 
me. 


5. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing, 


6. If a man abide not 
in me, he is cast forth 
as a branch, and is 
withered; and men 
gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and 
they are burned.> 


7. If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. 


8. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples. 
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self, if it is not on the 
root, so are you, if you 
do not abide in the com- 
prehension. 

5. The comprehension 
is the root, you are the 
shoots. He who is in 
the comprehension, and 
the comprehension in 
him, bears much fruit, 
so that nothing can be 
done without the com- 
prehension. 


6. He who does not 
live in the comprehen- 
sion is cut off like a 
shoot, and withers; and 
men gather them into 
heaps, and burn them. 


7. If you will abide in 
the comprehension, and 
my words will abide in 
you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done 
to you. 


8. For in this is the 
decision of my Father, 
that you should bear 
fruit; and then you are 
my disciples. 


(a) I has to be translated here by comprehension, in 
order that what follows may be clear. 

(0) The same idea in the parable of the tares, of the 
husbandman who cleans his threshing-floor. 


The Father decided that only in the comprehension 


can men bear fruit, that is, live fruitfully, that is, eter- 
nally, and receive everything they desire, that is, be 
satisfied. The one true life is the life in the comprehen- 
sion: it alone bears fruit and is not destroyed. As a 
branch can live only on the root, so only on the compre- 
hension can there be life. The root of the life of men is 
the comprehension, as expressed by Jesus. Outside of it 
there is no life. He who does not live on the root is cut 
off and perishes. Only when you will be one with me 
and will fulfil my commandments, will you live, and 


300 THE FOUR GOSPELS 

only then, in the name of the true life, will everything 
you ask for be given to you, for God the Father has 
determined that only the wishes which are based on the 
comprehension of men can be fulfilled. Only by living 
in the spirit is man free and always satisfied. Only he is 


my disciple. 


9. Kadws yydarnoé pe 
6 warnp, Kayo wydrnoa 
buds: pelvare ev TH 
ayarn TD emp. 

10. "Edy ras évrodds 
pou Typhonre, wevetre év 
TQ aydry pou: Kadds 
éyd rds évrodds Tov 
marpos ov TeThpnKa, 
kal pévw avrod év ri 
ayary. 

11. Tatra eAddAnka 
duty, tva 7 xapa 7 éuh 
év duty pelvy, kal xapa 
buav wrANpwO7. 

12. Atrn éorly 7 év- 


John xv. 9. As the 
Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love. 


10. If ye keep my com- 
mandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my 
Father’s command- 
ments, and abide in his 
love.d 


11. These things have 
I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy 
might be full. 

12. This is my com- 
mandment, That ye love 


9. As the Father has 
loved me, so I loved you. 
Live by my love. 


10. If you keep my 
commandments, you 
live by my love. Even 
so I have kept my 
Father’s command- 
ments, and live by his 
love. ‘ 


ll, This I have told 
you that my blessedness 
meh remain in you, 
and that your blessed- 
ness might be fulfilled. 


12. My commandment 
is that you should love 


TONY 4 éuh, va dyarGre 
@dAjrous, Kadws Ayd- 
Toa vas. 


one another, as I have 


one another, as I have 
loved you.¢ 


loved you. 


(a) The following seven verses are nothing but an 
elucidation of the parable of the root. Verse 16, which 
says that you will bear fruit, points to this. Verses 9 
and 10, where the same expressions peivate év are re- 
peated, are only an explanation of Verses 4—6, where it 
says that only that shoot will bring forth fruit, which 
peivyn €v TH aurrédo. Jesus says, The Father, the gar- 
dener, has loved me, the root, and I have loved you, the 
shoots on me, and you live by this love, and act with 
the same love toward all the shoots on you. 

(6) The present life consists only in love. 
from love and is continued through love. 

(c) Jesus said before that his commandment is the love 
for one another; but now, making use of the comparison 


It proceeds 
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of the vine, he explains why it is so. 


beginning of life is the love of the Father. 
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He says that the 
The Father 


loving the world, gave his son, the comprehension, to it. 
Jesus calls himself the comprehension, and says that the 
comprehension is love. 


18. Metfova ravrns 
adydrnv ovdels exer, Wa 
Tis THY Wuxhy avTod 07 
brép Tay pirwy abrod. 

14. ‘Yuets Pldor pov 
éore, éav trojre boa 
éya évtéd\Nomar dyer. 

15. Ovxére duds Aéyw 
SovAovs, STL 6 SovAosS ovK 
olde rb rove? avrod 6 Kv- 
ptos: wuds dé elpnxa 
plrous, Bre mdvtTa a 
fxovea mapa Tov ma- 
Tpbs pov éyvwpioa vpiv. 

16. Ovx dpeis we efe- 
AdEaGe, GAN eyw éEeNe- 
Edunyv buds, kal €Onka 
buds, tva bpels vrdynre 
kal kaprov pépnre, kal 
6 kapros byway pévy: Wa 
& te ay alrhonre tov 
marépa év TH dvduarl 
pov, O@ vuiv. 

17. Tadra évré\dopar 
tpiv, wa dyamare add7}- 
dous. 


John xv. 13. Greater 
love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay 
down his life for his 
friends.¢ 


14. Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. 


15. Henceforth I call 
you not servants; for 
the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: 
but I have called you 
friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my 
Father I have made 
known unto you.d 


16. Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should 
remain: that whatso- 
ever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he 
may give it you. 


17. These things I 
command you, that ye 
love one another. 


13. The truest love is 
to lay down one’s life 
for those one loves. 


14. You are loved by 
me, if you do what I 
command you. 


15. I do not regard you 
as slaves, for the slave 
does not know what the 
master does; but I re- 
gard you as friends, for I 

ave explained to you 
everything which I 
know from my Father, 


16. You (the shoots) 
have not chosen me, but 
I have sent you forth 
and placed you in such 
a way that you can grow 
and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit may 
remain, that whatever 
bes may ask of the 

ather, living by me, he 
may give you. 


17._ This I command 
you, Love one another. 


(a) As Jesus did in respect to Judas. 
(b) Jesus says that he does not command, but that he 


explains everything which he knows, that life is the work 
of the Father’s love, and so life is love. 


In this chapter, Verses 1-17, we really find the an- 
swer to Philip’s request, Show us the Father, and that 
awakening from the carnal life, to which Jesus calls men 
at the end of the previous chapter. Jesus says that the 
Father is that invisible gardener who cleans the root and 
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the shoots which bear fruit. But the life of the shoots 
is the comprehension. It is the same thought as in the 
parables of the sower and the talents. But here Jesus 
says also what was said in the discourse with Nicodemus. 
He says that the source of this life is love. The Father 
loves those shoots, or does good to those shoots, which 
bring forth fruit. Even so the root does good, feeding the 
shoots which bring forth fruit. But to bear fruit means 
to keep the commandments, the will of the Father. And 
the will of the Father is that the root should love, foster, 
feed the shoots. Consequently, to bring forth fruit means 
to do good, to love. And so the commandment of both 
the Father and Jesus is to love one another, to do one 
another good. Here we find expressed in the name of 
Jesus what was said in the introduction, in the first 
chapter of John: No man knows God. God gave in the 
beginning his son, the comprehension, to the world, and 
everything living, life, is only the comprehension. If it 
. were not for this action of God, there would be no life. 
Everything we love is life; everything we do not love, 
which we fear, is death. Consequently, the gift of life is 
the gift of good. The gift of good we understand as a 
fruit of love. If the cause of life is love, then by return- 
ing to the cause we return to the one, true life. 

In order that we may the more clearly understand this 
conception of life by Jesus, we must oppose to it the cus- 
tomary comprehension of life. The customary compre- 
hension is like this: Ever since I know myself I live, and 
I know nothing but my earthly life with all its joys 
and sorrows. Life and joys are good, and death and 
sufferings are bad. I will make use of the joys and of 
life, and will avoid sufferings and death. Life is good; 
death is not only bad, but even senseless. I live and 
know no other good than life. Wherefore, then, is death ? 
Life there must be,— it is mine, I have a right to it. 
Death is something foreign to me, some violence from 
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without. I live according to my right, lawfully, ration- 
ally, well; and what is illegal, stupid, cruel, is that some- 
one is taking this life from me. It would have been 
better if it had not been given to me, since it is taken 
from me so cruelly. 

Such is the customary comprehension of life, in the 
place of which Christ furnishes another. He does not 
justify death, does not do what the false religions do, 
does not try to assure people that after the carnal death 
something particular will take place. He says, You must 
direct your thought to this, that your life is not only not 
a natural phenomenon, but the most remarkable miracle 
that can exist and one that must have some explanation. 
Your false view and your terror before death are due to 
this, that you take the most remarkable miracle, the 
consequence of something, for a natural, fundamental 
phenomenon. You speak that remarkable absurdity that 
the most miraculous thing on earth, your momentary life 
after an eternity of death and before just such an eternity, 
is a most simple, lawful, comprehensible phenomenon. 
Naturally death will after this appear incomprehensible 
to you. He says, On the contrary, it is not death, the 
absence of life, in which you were, not eternity, which is 
incomprehensible to you, but life, and we must under- 
stand it in some manner. Or else you are like labourers 
in somebody else’s garden, and like children of the 
labourers, born in somebody else’s garden, who for some 
reason imagine that the garden with the apple-trees and 
wells and houses came of itself and belongs to you. 
Naturally you will be surprised, when the master comes 
and demands an account of you or drives you away. 

Jesus says, You, men, remember first of all that you 
did not exist before and would not exist if it were not for 
something. But you imagine that you have been living 
eternally, appeared of your own will. You imagined this, 
and thus imagined an untruth, and so it seems so cruel and 
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stupid to you, when you are driven out; but this seems 
so cruel to you only because you have not considered 
what your life is and whence it comes. Remember that 
you were not before, that you did not live, that is, there 
was with you what you are most afraid of, what you call 
evil, — you were in death. Something brought you out 
of this condition, something gave you the highest good. 
So understand this something, and turn to it, and ask 
yourselves what this something is which gave you the 
highest good. Judging by yourselves, you know that 
the good is given only through love, or else you do not 
understand the good. Now who loves you and gave 
you this good? Something or somebody did it. What- 
ever it may be that did it, what did it is stronger than 
you, and in it is all your life. So can we not in some 
way unite with this principle? And here Jesus teaches 
that this principle gave the good, and so is love. And this 
principle is in us, as love, and, by giving ourselves over 
to this principle, we live and do not die. 


Ep. of John tv. 7. Beloved, let us love one another ; for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and know- 
eth God. 

8. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love. 

11. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another. 

12. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

20. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen? 


18. El 6 kécmos buds John av. 18. If the 18. If the world hates 


puget, yuvmoKere bre ene 
mpO@Tov vua@v peulonkev. 

19. Ei ék rod xécpou 
fre, 6 kbopos av 7d Youoy 
epithe: bre dé éx Tov 
xbopov otK éoré, GAN 
eyo dtedetduny buds éx 


world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before 
it hated you. 


19. If ye were of the 
world, the world would 
love his own; but be- 
cause ye are not of the 


world, but Lhavechosen I 


you out of the world, 


you, know that it hated 
me _ before, and still 
hates me. 


19. If you were of the 
world, the world would 
love its own; but you 
are not of the world, for 
have separated you 
from the world, and so 
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Tov Kécpov, ia TovTo 
puoel Uuas 6 Kbopos. 

20. Mynuovevere rod 
Nbyou ob eye elroy duty, 
Ovx gore Sotdos pelfwy 
rod kuplov avrod. el éue 
edlwkayv, Kal buds Suwtov- 
ow: ef roy dyor pou 
érhpnoay, kal Tov tuére- 
pov TypHcove.y. 

21. "AMAA ~~ tatra 
whvTa Toijoovor wvpir 
51d 7d Bvoud wou, 8re ovK 
oldace Tov méuparTd me. 


Jesus says that 
ple. 


therefore 
hateth you. 


20. Remember the 
word that I said unto 
you, The servant is not 
Perce than his lord. 
f they have persecuted 
me, they will also perse- 
cute you; if they have 
kept my saying, they 
will keep yours also. 


the world 


21. But all these things 
will they do unto you 
for my name’s sake, be- 
cause they know not 
him that sent me. 
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the whole world hates 
you. 


20. Remember the 
words which I told you, 
The slave is not greater 
than his master. If they 
have ersecuted me, 
they will persecute you 
also. If you keep my 
word, they will keep 
yours also. 


21. But all this they 
will do to you for my 
comprehension, for they 
do not know him that 
sept me. 


we must marvel at the malice of peo- 


This malice is directed against the good. 


If people 


do not love the good, how can they love the servants of 


the good ? 


22. Ei un #dOov kal 
é\dAnoa avrots, dpuap- 
tlay ovk elyov: viv dé 
mpbpaciv ovK exovor 
wept Tis auaptlas abr ov. 

23. ‘O éuée mody cal 
Tov Tarépa pov pucel. 


24, El ra epya wh 
érolnca év avrots, a ov- 
dels G&ANos rerrolykev, 
dpaprlay ovK elyov viv 
6é kal éwpdkac., kal pe- 
puohKace Kat éue Kal Tov 
warépa (ov. 

25. ’AXN wa dr- 
pwO7 6 Adyos 6 ‘yeypap- 
pévos év T@ vouw avr dr, 
“Ore éuloncdy me dw- 
ped.’ 


John xv. 22. If I had 
not come and spoken 
unto them, they had not 
had sin; but now they 
have no cloak for their 
sin. 


23. He that hateth me 
hateth my Father also. 


24. If I had not done 
among them the works 
which none other man 
did, they had not had 
sin: but now have they 
both seen and hated both 
me and my Father. 


25. But this cometh to 
pass, that the word 
might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, 
They hated me without 
@ cause. 


22. If I had not come 
and spoken to them, 
their errors would not 
be apparent to them; 
but now they have no 
excuse for their error. 


23. He who does not 
love my teaching does 
not love my Father also. 

24. If I had not lived 
among them as no other 
man lived before, their 
error would not be ap- 
parent tothem; but now 
they have seen, and hate 
both me and the Father. 


25. Thus the word has 
come to pass, that is 
written in their law, 
They hated me without 
a cause, 


Jesus explains that the men of darkness must hate 
the men of light, even because the light will show the 


errors of the men of darkness. 


Remarkable are here the 


words, In their law; if we need any confirmation of 
the fact that Jesus rejected the law of Moses, these 
words certainly prove it. 
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26. Orav 6 édOy 
6 wapakXnTos, dv éya 
méuyw viv mapa Tov 
matpos, 7d Ilvetiua Tis 
adndelas 6 mapa Tov Tra- 


Tpds éxmopeverat, ékel- 
vos paptupnoe mepl 
éuod- 


27. Kal dpets dé pap- 
tupeire, bri am apxfs 
per éuod éore. 

1. Tatra YedAddAnKa 
tuiv, iva ph oKavda- 
Aro OAT. 

2. ” Amocuvarydryous 
moujoovo.y wuass adN 
épxerar Wpa, iva mas 6 
aroxtelvas buds d6é 
Aarpelav mporpépey TP 
Oc@. 

3. Kal radra rothoov- 
ow dpuiv, bre ovK eyvw- 
cav tov marépa ovdé 
éué. 

4. ’ANd radra Nedd- 
Anka duly, iva, Sra 
€Oq 7 Spa, uv»nuovedyre 
airy, bri éyd elroy 
buty: ratra dé butv ef 
apxis ovdk elroy, bre web’ 
Dua Hunr. 


John xv. 26. But when 
the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall 
testify of me: 


27. And ye also shall 
bear witness, because ye 
have been with me from 
the beginning. 

John xvi. 1, These 
things have I spoken 
unto you, that ye should 
not be offended, 

2. They shall put you 
out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he 
doeth God service. 


3. And these things 
will they do unto you, 
because they have not 
known the Father, nor 
me, 


4. But these things 
have I told you, that 
when the time shall 
come, ye may remember 
that I told you of them. 
And these things I said 
not unto you at the be- 
ginning, because I was 
with you. 
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26. When the inter- 
cessor comes, whom I 
will send you from the 
Father, the spirit of 
truth, he will confirm 
my teaching. 


27. And you will con- 
firm that you are by 
principle with me. 


1. This I have told you 
that you should not be 
offended. 


2. They will put you 
out of the assemblies. 
Nay, the time comes 
when every one who kills 
you will think that he is 
working for God. 


3. All this will they 
do, because they have 
known neither the Fa- 
ther, nor my teaching. 


4, But I told you this, 
that when the time 
comes you may remem- 
ber what Itold you. In 
the beginning I did not 
tell you this, because I 
was with you. 


(a) The words, Which proceedeth from the Father, are 
interpolated and are not found in many texts. 


Men must hate the light, but the spirit of truth will 
show the justice of the teaching of Jesus, and you, the 
disciples, will also show that this teaching is natural to men. 

Remember, he says, that men hate the good, because 
they do not know the Father and the comprehension, and 


so they cannot help hating you. 
of the signs that you have remained true to me. 
blessed when they drive you in my name. 


Their hating you is one 


You are 
Men are not 


to blame,— it must be so, and you must remember it. 
As long as I was with you, I could explain it to you; 
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but soon I will not be with you, and then you must not 
be offended. You will be put out from worshipping and 
they will beat you, assuring people that they are doing it 
for God’s sake; but do not be troubled, and remember 


that I told you so. 


5. Nov 6¢ brdyw mpds 
Tov méuWarvrd pe, Kal 
ovdels €& budv épwTd pe, 
Ilot trayes ; 

6. "AAN re raira 
AeAdAnKa vulv, 7) AUTH 
TweT\hpwkey tuav TH 
kapdlav. 

7.” ANN eyo Thy adh- 
Gevav déyw bulv, cuppé- 
pe vuiv va eye arédOw. 
éav yap ph drédOw, 6 
mapakAnros ovK éev- 
cera mpds buds: éav dé 
mopev0e, méupw avdrov 
pos duds: 

8. Kal €\Ody éxetvos 
érdvéer Tov Kbcpov epl 
auaptlas kat rept dixaco- 
ovvns Kal mepl xploews. 

9. Ilept duaprilas perv, 
Sri od micrevovow els 
éué: 

10. Tlept dcxaoodvns 
dé, dru mpds Tov matépa 
pov brdyw, Kal ovK ere 
Oewpetré je: 

11. Ilept dé kploews, 
bri 6 dpxwy Tod Kbopou 
ToUTOU KEKpLT aL. 

12. “Exc rodd\a exw 
dyer duty, AN od dvva- 
abe Bacracev dpre 

13. “Oray 6& On 
éxetvos, TO IIvetiua ris 
ddnbelas, ddnyhoe vuas 
els waoayv Thy adjbeav: 
ov yap Aaron ad éav- 
T00, GAN boa dv axoton 
adjoe, Kal Ta épxdueva, 
dvayyenet duty. 


John xvi. 5. But now 
I go my way to him that 
sent me; and none of 
you asketh me, Whither 
goest thou? 

6. But because I have 
said these things unto 
you, sorrow hath filled 
your heart. 


7. Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth; It is ex- 
pedient for you that I 
go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but 
if I depart, I will send 
him unto you, 


8. And when he is 
come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of 
judgment: 

9. Of sin, because they 
believe not on me; 


10. Of righteousness, 
because I go to my Fa- 
ther, and ye see me no 
more; 


11. Of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this 
world? is judged. 


12. I have yet many 
things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them 


now. 
13. Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you 
into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of him- 
self; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew 
you things to come,¢ 


5. Now I go away to 
him who sent me, and 
nobody asks me, Whither 
dost thou go? 


6. But when I have 
said these Maa to you, 
sorrow has filled your 
heart. 


7. But I tell you the 
truth: it is useful for 
you that I goaway. IfI 
do not go away, the in- 
tercessor will not come 
to you: but if I go away, 
he will come to you. 


8. Ho will come, and 
there will appear for 
men error, and right- 
eousness, and condem- 
nation. 


9. The error is, that 
they have not believed 
in my teaching. 


10. The righteousness 
is in this, that I lead to 
the Father, and that 
they have not under- 
stood my teaching. 


11, And the condemna- 
tion is in this, that 
death is condemned, 


12. Though I should 
like to tell you many 
things now, you cannot 
understand them. 

13. But when the spirit 
of truth comes, he will 
show you the path to all 
truth; for he will not 
speak of himself; but 
whatever he will hear, 
that he will speak, and 
announce to you in any 
case. 
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14. "Exetvos éué doéd- 
cet, bre Ex TOD euod A7H- 
erat, Kal dvayyerer 
vycv. 

15. Idvra doa exer 6 
warhp, éuad éort did 
tovro elmov, bru ék TOU 
éuod Njera, Kal dvay- 


14. He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you. 


15. All things that the 
Father hath¢ are mine: 
therefore said I, that he 
shall take of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you. 
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14, He will judge just 
as I do, for he will take 
of mine, and will an- 
nounce it. 


15. All that the Father 
is, is mine; therefore I 
said that he will take of 
mine, and will announce 
it to you. 


yere? bur. 


(a) Before this (John xiv. 5) Thomas said that we 
cannot know the way. Jesus showed him the way of 
suffering, and now no one asks about the path. 

(6) The prince of the world means death. 

(c) épxdpeva, the going, the subsequent events. 

(d) éy@ I translate by to be, to mean. 


Verses 48 of Chapter XV. to 16 of Chapter XVI. of 
John form the third part of the discourse. 

In the first Jesus says what death.means to him. He 
says that he will not die, but will live as the comprehen- 
sion in those who fulfil his teaching. In the second part 
he speaks of what the Father and what the comprehension 
are, and that the commandment of the Father and the 
comprehension is to love one another. Now, in the third 
part, Jesus says that this comprehension is not accepted 
by the world and will not at once be accepted by the 
world, and that he will be persecuted, and that it cannot 
be otherwise. And so he shows them the way to the 
Father, and they are grieved; but he tells them the truth, 
— there is no other comforter than truth, — that he him- 
self, Jesus, as the spirit of truth, will live in those who 
are chosen. It is better for you that I should die, and 
that the spirit of truth should come. This spirit of truth 
will convince the world that the truth is only in the filial 
relation to the Father, that the flesh is powerless. Even 
though I have something to say, I cannot do so, but the 
spirit of truth (I myself in the spirit) will reveal every- 
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thing to you, and will reveal to you in all circumstances 


of life. 


He will not tell you anything new, but the same 


as I tell you, — of your filial relation to God. 


16. Muxpdv kal od 
Oewpetré pe, Kal mddey 
puxpov kal dwerbé we, dre 
ey virdyw mpods Tov Ta- 


Tépa. 
17. Eiroy oby ék ra&v 
padnray avrod mpds 


addjrous, TL éort Tovro 
6 Neyer Nutv, Mixpov Kal 
ov Oewpetré we, kal waduv 
puxpdv kat dperbéE pe; 
Kal, “Ore éyd trdyw 
mpos Tov warépa, ; 

18. “EXeyov ody, Tod- 
to Th éoriv & Adyar, 7d 
puxpdv; ovx oldapev tl 
Aane?. 

19. “Eyvw oby 6 In- 
gots Ort HOedov avrov 
épwrdv, ral elev avrots, 
Tlept rovrou fnretre wer’ 
adAjrAwy, bre elrov, Mi- 
kpov kal od Oewpetré pe, 
kal mdaduwy puKpdov Kal 
bperbé pe; 

20. ’Apuhy duhy rA€yw 
tuiv, bre KAavoeTre Kal 
Opnvncere wvpels, 6 dé 
kocpos xaphoerat: vers 
dé AuTNOjcETHe, GAN 7 


Urn vudv els xapav 
yevioerat. 
21. ‘H yurh brav 


tixtn, NUnv Exe, Gre 
DrOev H dpa abrAs: brav 
dé yevvion TO madtor, 
ovK €TL pvynuovever THs 
Orhpews, Sia THY xapar, 
ére éyevvi6n &vOpwros 
els Tov Koco. 

22. Kat vpets ody dv- 
any pev vOv €xeTe: radu 
be bYouar duds, Kal xa- 


John xvi. 16. A little 
while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a 
little while, and ye shall 
see me, because I go to 
the Father. 


17. Then said some of 
his disciples among 
themselves, What is 
this that he saith unto 
us, A little while, and 
ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and 
ye shall see me: and, 
Because I go to the 
Father? 


18. They said there- 
fore, What is this that 
he saith, A little while? 
we cannot tell what he 
saith. 


19. Now Jesus knew 
that they were desirous 
to ask him, and said un- 
to them, Do ye inquire 
among yourselves of 
that I said, A little 
while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again, a 
little while, and ye shall 
see me? 


20. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, That ye shall 
weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice; 
and ye shall be sorrow- 
ful, but your sorrow 
shall be turned into 


joy.¢ 


21. A woman when she 
is in travail hath sor- 
row, because her hour 
is come: but as soon as 
she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth 
no more the anguish, for 
joy that a man is born 
into the world. 


22, And ye now there- 
fore have sorrow: but I 
will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, 


16. At times you will 
not see me for a little 
while; and again you 
will see me for a little 
while, because I shall go 
to the Father. 


17. And the disciples 
said among themselves, 
What does this mean 
which he says, You will 
not see me, and again 
tee will see me, because 

go to the Father? 


18. And they said, 
What does this mean, It 
will be, it will not be? 
We do not know what 
he says. 

19. Jesus saw that they 
wanted to ask him, and 
said to them, You are 
trying to make out what 
I said, You will not see 
me, and again you will 
see me. 


20. You know your- 
selves that you will weep 


and lament, but the 
world will rejoice; you 
will be sorrowful, but 


your sorrow will be 
turned into joy. 


21, A woman when she 
is in child labour is sor- 
rowful, when her hour 
has come; but as soon 
as the child is born, she 
does not remember the 
pains for joy that a man 
is born into the world. 


22. And so you will 
have sorrow; but I will 
see you again, and your 
heart will rejoice, and 
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phoetar Yuay 7 Kapdla, 
kal THY xapav vuav 
ovdels alpe ag’ vuadrv: 

23. Kai év éxelvy 77 
muepg Eue OK EpwTyjaeTe 
ovdéy. "Aunhy dunv Néyw 
juiv, bre boa av alry- 
onre Tov marépa év TY 
dvouarl pov, Sdcer duty. 
“Ews pre ovk 
Irhoare ovdev év TO 
uvouart pou: alreire, Kal 
NijperOe, Wa h xapa 
uL@v FA mem \npwuevn. 

25. Tatra év mapo.- 
julars = eAGAnKA = dpiv- 
GAN Epxerar pa bre ovK 
ere év mapoimiars Aadjow 
butv, AAAG wappynole me- 
pi Tod marpods dvayyedo 
vpty. 

26. Ey éxelvy 7H Hue 
pa év 7T@ dvbuark pov 
airjoerbe: Kat od Aéyw 
tyiv bru eyo epwrhcw 
Tov watépa mepl vuav: 

27. Avros yap 6 1a- 
Thp piret buds, Ste duels 
éueé mepirpnkare, kal 7re- 
murrevikare O71 éya Tapa 
Tod Oeod e&pNOov. 

28. "E&NOov mapa 
700 matpos, Kal éA7j\vba 
els Tov Kdcpov: madi 
adlnuc tov Kbopor, kal 
mopevouat mpos Tov Ta- 
Tépa. 

29. Aéyouow air@ ol 
pabnral airod, “Ide viv 
wappnola Nadels, Kal mra- 
poustav ovdeulay reyes. 

30. Nov otdamev dre 
‘oldas mdvra, kal od xpel- 
av éxes va Ths oe épw- 
7a. év ToUTW micTEvo- 
pev bre awd Ocod efAOes. 

831. ’AmexplOn advrots 
6 "Inoods, “Apre muorev- 
ere; 


24. 


and your joy no man 
taketh from you. 


23. And in that day ye 
shall ask me nothing. 
Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it 
you. 


24. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy 
may be full.d 


25. These things have 
I spoken unto you in 
proverbs: but the time 
cometh, when I shall no 
more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but I shall 
shew you plainly of the 
Father.¢ 


26. At that day ye shall 
ask in my name: and I 
say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for 
you: 


27. For the Father 
himself loveth you, be- 
cause ye have loved me, 
and have believed that I 
came out from God. 


28. I came forth from 
the Father, and am come 
into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go 
to the Father. 


29. His disciples said 
unto him, Lo, now speak- 
est thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb. 


30. Now are we sure 
that thou knowest all 
things, and needest not 
that any man should 
ask thee: by this we be- 
lieve that thou camest 
forth from God. 

31. Jesus answered 
them, Do ye now be- 
lieve? 
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no man will take your 
joy from you. 


23. And in that da 
will ask me nothing. 
You know yourselves 
that everything which 
you will ask of the 
Father for the spirit’s 
sake, will be given to 
you. 

24. Hitherto you have 
not asked anything for 
the sake of the spirit. 
Ask, and you will re- 


you 


“ceive, so that your joy 


will be full, 


25. I tell you this in 
ambiguous words; but 
the time will come 
when I will not speak 
to you in ambiguous 
words, but will directly 
announce to you about 
the Father. 


26. On that day you 
will ask according to my 
teaching; and I do not 
say that I will ask my 
Father for you. 


27, The Father him- 
self loves you, because 
ou have loved me, and 
ave believed that the 
comprehension is God; 


28. That I am the com- 
prehension, come into 
the world from the 
Father, and that I again 
leave the world, and go 
to the Father. 


29. The disciples said 
to him, Now thou speak- 
est plainly, and not am- 
biguously. 


30. Now we understand 
that thou knowest every- 
thing, and that we need 
not ask thee any more. 
Now we believe that the 
comprehension is from 
God. 

31. Jesus replied to 
them, Now you believe; 
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82. "Idod, %pyerac 
@pa Kal viv édjdvGev, 
tya ocKxopricOqre ExacTos 
els Ta UWia, Kal gue wd- 
vov apyre: kal ovK elul 
pbvos, 8re 6 warhp per 
é€uod éore. 

33. Tatra deddd\nKa 
duly, tva év euol elpjynyv 
éxnre. év Te Kbouw 
Ortpiw kere: aA Bap- 
ceire, éya veviknka Tov 


23. Behold, the hour 
cometh, yea, is nowé 
come, that ye shall be 
scattered, evéry man to 
his own, and shall leave 
me alone: and yet I am 
not alone, because the 
Father is with me.e 


33. These things Ihave 
spoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. 
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32. But the time will 
come and is coming, 
when you will be scat- 
tered, every man in his 
own, and will leave me 
alone. But I am not 
alone, for the Father is 
with me. 


33. All this I have told 
you that you might have 
restfulness through my 
teaching. In the world 
there will be calamities; 
but have no fear: I have 
overcome the world, 


Kéc pov. 


(a) In reply to the question as to what is meant 
by, Now you will not see, and now you will see, 
Jesus says, You will weep and rejoice. When you 
rejoice, you see; when you weep, you do not see. 

(6) This verse shows clearly what is meant by asking 
the Father in my name. 

(c) That is, The time will come when you will with 
your heart understand your sonhood and the essence 
of the Father. 

(d@) vodv is wanting in many texts. 

(e) This verse repeats the former idea that at times 
they will be with him, and at times will abandon him, 
but never entirely, for they are one with the Father, and 
will return to the Father. 


This is the fourth part of the discourse. Jesus here 
defines what kind of a comprehension the spirit of truth 
will give. He says, The consolation will not be con- 
tinuous. You will not all the time see me, that is, 
the consolation in the spirit of truth; there will be 
minutes of decline, weakness, and sorrow. You will not 
see me all the time, but, as it is in life, now you 
will lament, and you will not see me, and now you 
will rejoice, and you will see me. And as a woman, 
when she is in labour, is in pain and then rejoices, so 
you will be pained and will rejoice. But your joy, when 
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you see me, will be complete, and no man will take it 
from you, for then everything which you wish for the 
spirit will be given to you; you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free. Now, as a man, I can 
speak to you only in words, which do not express every- 
thing, but then I will announce to you about the Father 
within you. And then you will feel yourselves com- 
pletely satisfied, and all your wishes will be fulfilled. 
The Father himself will be in you, because he loves 
you for loving me and believing in me. And to this 
the disciples say that now they understand wherein 


the consolation consists. 
plainly, and they do not need to ask him again. 
understand, and we _ believe. 


Now he speaks simply and 


We 


Jesus says, Now you 


believe, but you will be scattered again, and will for- 


get me. 


I told you so, that you might know in time of 
sorrow and of insults where to find peace. 


I have dis- 


covered this peace of men, in spite of all carnal misfor- 


tunes. 


1. Tatra édddnoev 
5’ Inoods, kal émfpe Tods 
6pOadpods abrov els Tov 
ovpavor, kal elzre, Idrep, 
édjrvbev 4 wpa: dbEa- 
ody cov Tov vidy, tva Kal 
6 vids cou Sotdon ce: 

2. Kades @5wxas abt @ 
éfovclavy madans capkds, 
va av 6 dédwkas adr @, 
dwon adrots twhy alw- 
vioV. 

3. Atrn 6é éorw 7 
aldvos (wh, tva yuvad- 
oxwol oe Tov udvoy adn- 
Oivdv Gedy, Kal dv daé- 
orekas Inoovy Xpicrdv. 

4.’Eydé oe édbtaca 
érl Tis vis: 7d Epyov 
érerelwoa 6 Sédwxds por 
ta Troujow: 


I am stronger than the flesh. 


John «xvii. 1. These 
words spake Jesus, and 
lifted up his eves to 
heaven, and said, Fa- 
ther, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify 
thee: 


2. As thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eter- 
nal life to as many as 
thou hast given him. 


3. And this is life eter- 
nal, that they might 
know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent. 


4. I have glorified thee 
on the earth: I have fin- 
ished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. 


said this, 
up his eyes 
and said, 


uke Bere 
Jesus lifte 
to heaven, 
Father, the hour has 
come: recognize thy 
son, that thy son may 
recognize thee: 


2. As thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, 
that he may give the 
true life to everything 
thou hast given him. 


8. The true life con- 
sists in knowing the 
only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 


4.I have recognized 
thee on earth; have 
done the work which 
thou commandedst me 
to do. 
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5. Kal viv ddéacdy 
pe ov, TATED, Tapa TEeav- 
T@, TH 5bEq 7H elxov mpd 
Too Tov Koouov elva 
mapa ool. 

6. "Edavépwod cov 7d 
Svoua Tois avOpwros ods 
6édwkds por é€x Tov Ké- 
cgpyou: gol Foay, Kal éuol 
avrovs dédwkas: kal Tov 
Abyow cou TeTnpHKacr. 

7. Nov éyvwxav ore 
mavra doa dédwKds jor, 
mapa cov éori: 

8. “Ore Ta phuara & 
Oé5wxds por, dédwka av- 
Tos’ kai avrot @daBor, 
Kal @yvwoav adnOas bre 
mapa aod é&pdOov, kal 
érlatevoav 8ru av pe 
améoreias. 

9. "Ey® mepl airadv 
épwr&. ob mepl rod Ké- 
cuov épwT&, adda Tepl 
Gv dédwkds pow, dre col 
elo. 

10. Kal ra éud rdyvra 
od éoTt, Kal Ta oa Eud: 
Kal dedbd~aopwat év adrots. 


11. Kal ovx @re ely 
év r@ Kbouy, Kal obrot 
év 7@ Kbopy elo, kal 
éy mpos cé eEpxoun. 
marep dye, THpNTOV av- 
tovs év T@ dvduart cov, 
ods dé5wxds pot, tva Bou 
év, Kabas Hpets. 

12. "Ore Hunv per 
atrav éy T@ kbopw, eyo 
érhpouy airods év T@ 
dvéuart cou: obs dédwkdas 
po. épvdaka, Kal ovdels 
é& ait &v amwnero, el wy 
6 ulds Tis dmwdelas, iva 
4 ypaph wrypw67. 

13. Nov dé mpds ce 
Epxouat, kal raira Aad@ 
éyv T@ Kbopy, tva xwor 


5. And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the 
glory which I had with 
thee before the world 
was. 


6. I have manifested 
thy name unto the men 
which thou gavest me 
out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou 
gavest them me; and 


they have kept thy 
word. 
7. Now they have 


known that all things 
whatsoever thou hast 
given me are of thee. 

8. For I have given 
unto them the words 
which thou gavest me; 
and they have receive 
them, and have known 
surely that I came out 
from thee, and they 
have believed that thou 
didst send me. 


9. I pray for them: I 
pray not for the world, 
but for them which 
thou hast given me; for 
they are thine. 


10. And all mine are 
thine, and thine are 
mine; and I am glorified 
in them. 


11. And now I am no 
more in the world, but 
these are in the world, 
and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name 
those whom thou hast 

iven me, that they may 

e one, as we are. 


12, While I was with 
them in the world, I 
kept them in thy name: 
those that thou gavest 
me Ihave kept, and none 
of them is lost, but the 
son of perdition; that 
the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 


13. And now come I to 
thee; and these things 
I speak in the world, 
that they might have 
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5. And now, O Father, 
recognize me as I was 
before the world was. 


6. I have showed thy 
comprehension to the 
men out of the world, 
whom thou gavest me. 
They were thine, but 
thou gayest them to me; 
and they have kept thy 
comprehension, 

7. Now they have 
learned that all see 
which thou hast taught 
me are from thee. 

8. What thou hast 
taught me, [have taught 
them. And they have 
understood and know 
well that I come from 
thee, and have believed 
that thou hast sent me. 


9. I pray thee for 
them: not forthe world, 
but for those whom 
thou hast given me, for 
they are thine. 


10, And everything of 
mine is thine, and thine 
is mine, and thou hast 
recognized my teaching 
in them. 

11. For they are in the 
world, and I go to thee. 
Holy Father, keep them 
in thee, those that thou 
gavest me, that they 
may be one with us. 


12. When I was with 
them in the world, I 
kept them in thee. I 
kept those whom thou 
gavest me, and none of 
them perished, except 
the son of perdition, as 
it is said in the Scrip- 
ture. 


13. Now I go to thee; 
and I speak this in 
the world, that they 


may have my joy, that 
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Thy xapav Thy éunv me- 
wrAnpwudvny év avdrots. 

14. "Eye dédwka ad- 
Tots Tov NOyor gov, Kal 
6 kbopos éulonoer avrovs, 
bri ovK eloly éx Tov Kd- 
gmov, Kaas eye ov« ell 
ék ToD Kécpov. 

15. Ov« épwrd va 
dpns avrovs ék Tov Kb- 
guov, GN wa Trnphons 
abrovs €k ToU mrovnpod. 

16. "Ex rod xKécpou 
otk elol, Kadws éyw ék 
Tov Kdojou ovK ell. 

17. ‘Aylacov adrovs 
éy 7] adnbela cov: 6 db- 
yos 6 ods aAHOed éore. 

18. Kaéads éué dé 
arenas els Tov Kbopov, 
Kaya dirécteika avrovs 
els Tov Kbopov: 

19. Kal vrép airar 
eyo ayidgw euavrdr, 
tva kal abrol dow ny.a- 
opévor év adnbela. 

20. O¥ epi TovTwy 
6é épwr® pdvov, addd\a 
kal mepl T@v micrevody- 
Twv dia TOU Adbyou av- 
Tay els éué- 

21. "Iva mdvres ap 
Gow Ka0ws od, marep, 
év éuol, Kayo éyv gol, 
tva kal avrol év nut ev 
ow wa 6 Kbouos m- 
orevon STi. av we aréoTel- 
das. 

22, Kal éya rhv 66- 
Eav Av dédwkds jor, 5é- 
SwKa avrots, va dou ey, 
Kadws nuets &v emer: 

23. “Eya év airots, 
kal od év éuol, va dou 
reredetwuévor eis ev, Kal 
ta yuwwoKn 6 Kbopmos 
bre ot we aréoredas, 
kal wydarnoas avrovs, 
kadas éué nyarnoas. 


24. IIdrep, ods dé- 


my joy fulfilled in them- 
selves. 


14. I have given them 
thy word; and the world 
hath hated them, be- 
cause they are not of the 
world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


15. I pray not that 
thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. 


16. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


17. Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy 
word is truth, 


18. As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them 
into the world. 


19. And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanc- 
tified through the truth. 


20. Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe 
on me through their 
word; 


21. That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be 
one in us: that the 
world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. 


22. And the glory 
which thou gavest me I 
have given them; that 
they may be one, even as 
we are one: 


23. Lin them, and thou 
in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; 
and that the world may 
know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved 
me. 


24. Father, I will that 
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it may be fulfilled in 
them. 


14. I have taught them 
the comprehension of 


thee, and the world 
hates them, because 
they are not of the 


world, even as I am not 
of the world. 


15. I do not ask thee to 
take them out of the 
world of the flesh, but to 
keep them from theevil. 


16. They are not of the 
world of flesh, even as I 
am not of the world of 
flesh. 

17. Holy Father, keep 
them in truth. any, com- 
prehension is truth. 


18. As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even 
so I send them into the 
world. 


19. And for them I 
purify myself, that they 
also may be purified in 
the truth. 


20. I do not pray for 
them alone, but for 
those also who believe 
in me according to their 
comprehension, 


21. That they all ae 
be one; even as thou, 
Father, art in me, and [ 
in thee, that they all may 
be one in us: that the 
world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. 


22. And I have taught 
them the recognition 
which thou hast taught 
me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one: 


23. [in them, and thou 
in me, that we may be 
united in one, and that 
the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, 
and lovest them, as thou 
lovest me. 


24. Father, I wish that 
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Swxds pot, Ow iva dou 
elul éyo, Kakelvo. doe 
wer’ éuov- tva Oewpdor 
Ti Odgay Thy euhy, jy 
Zdwxds por, Ste Hydry- 
ods we mpd KaTraBodfjs 
Koc pou. 

25. Ildrep dikace, cai 
6 Kbomos ce otK eyvw, 
éya dé ce eyvwv, kal 
otra €yvwoay bre ov we 
dméoreinas* 

26. Kal éyvidpica av- 
Tots 7d bvoud cov, Kal 
yruplow: iva ) aydrn, 
hv nydrnods pe, év ad- 
Tots n, Kaye év avrots. 


they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that 
they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 


25. O righteous Father, 
the world hath not 
known thee: but I have 
known thee, and these 
have known that thou 
hast sent me. 


26. And I have de- 
clared unto them thy 
name, and will declare 
it; that the love where- 
with thou hast loved me 
may be in them, and I 
in them. 
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those whom thou hast 
given me should be with 
me where I am, that 
they may know that 
thou hast sent me, for 
thou lovedst me before 
the beginning of the 
world. 


25. O righteous Father, 
the world did not know 
thee; but I have known 
thee, and these have 
known that thou hast 
sent me. 


26. And I have ex- 
plained thee to them, 
and am explaining thee, 
that the love with which 
thou lovest me may be 
in them, and I in them. 


THE FAREWELL DISCOURSE 


The personal life is a deception of the flesh. The true 
life is the life which is common to all men. 
When Jesus, feeling himself prepared for death, went 


out, in order to deliver himself, Peter stopped him and 
asked him whither he was going. Jesus replied, I go 
whither thou canst not follow me. I am prepared for 
death, but thou art not yet prepared for it. Peter said, 
Nay, I am even now prepared to give my life for thee. 
Jesus replied, A man can make no promises. And he 
said to all the disciples, I know that death awaits me, but 
I believe in the life of the Father, and so am not afraid of 
it. Let not my death agitate you, but believe in the true 
God and in the Father of life, and then my death will 
not appear terrible to you. If I am united with the 
Father of life, I cannot be deprived of life. It is true, I 
do not tell you what and when and where my life after 
death will be, but I point out to you the way to the true 
life. My teaching does not say what kind of a life it is 
going to be, but it reveals the only true way of life. It 
consists in this, that we should unite with the Father, for 
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the Father is the principle of life. My teaching is this, 
that we should live in the will of the Father and do his 
will for the life and good of all men. Your teacher after 
me will be your recognition of the truth. 

By keeping my teaching, you will always feel that you 
have the truth, that the Father is in you and you are in 
the Father. And by recognizing the Father of life in you, 
you will experience that peace which nothing will take 
away from you. And so, if you know the truth and live 
in it, neither my death, nor yours can trouble you. Men 
imagine themselves as separate beings, each with his own 
will of life, but that is only a deception. The only true 
life is the one which recognizes the will of the Father as 
the principle of life. My teaching reveals this unity of 
life and represents life not as separate shoots, but as one 
tree, on which all the shoots grow. Only he lives who 
lives in the will of the Father, as a shoot on a tree; but 
he who wants to live by his own will, like a shoot broken 
off, dies. If you will live in the will of the Father, you 
will have everything you wish, for life is given to man for 
the good. The Father has given me life for the good, and 
I have taught you to live for the good. If you will fulfil 
my commandments you will be blessed. The command- 
ment which expresses my whole teaching is only this, 
that we should love one another. But love consists in 
sacrificing our carnal life for another. There is no other 
definition of love. By keeping my commandment of 
love, you will not fulfil it as slaves, who do their master’s 
will without understanding it, but you will live like free 
men, even as I, for I have explained to you the meaning 
of life which flows from the recognition of the Father 
of life. You have accepted my teaching, not because 
you have chosen it by chance, but because it is the 
only true one, and the one with which alone men are 
free. 

The teaching of the world consists in doing evil to 
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men; but my teaching consists in loving one another, and 
so the world hates you, even as it has hated me. 

The world does not understand my teaching, and so it 
will persecute you and cause you harm, imagining that 
it thus serves God; so do not marvel at it, and under- 
stand that it must be so. The world, which does not 
comprehend the true God, must persecute you, and you 
must affirm the truth. You will be grieved, because 
they will kill me; but I shall be killed for establishing 
the truth. Thus my death is necessary in order that 
truth may be established. My death, when I will not 
recede from the truth, will confirm you, and you will 
know wherein the lie is, and wherein the truth, and 
what comes from the knowledge of the lie and of the 
truth. 

You will understand that the lie is this, that men 
believe in the carnal life, and do not believe in the life of 
the spirit ; that the truth is in the union with the Father ; 
and that this results in the victory of the spirit over the 
flesh. When I shall no longer be in the carnal life, my 
spirit will be with you. But, like all men, you will not 
always feel in yourselves the power of the spirit. At 
times you will weaken and lose the power of the spirit: 
you will fall into temptation; at other times you will 
awaken to the true life. You will be overcome by the 
enslavement of the flesh, but that will be only temporary ; 
you will suffer for awhile, and then you will again be 
regenerated in spirit, even as a woman who suffers in 
labour and then feels joy, because she has brought a man 
into the world. The same you will feel when, after the 
enslavement of the flesh, you will rise in spirit: you will 
then feel such bliss that there will be nothing for you to 
wish for. 

Know in advance, and know this, in spite of persecu- 
tions, and inner struggles, and dejection of spirit, that the 
spirit Js alive in you, and that the one true God is 
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the comprehension of the will of the Father, as I have 
revealed it. And turning to the Father, the spirit, Jesus 
said, I have done what thou commandedst me: I revealed 
to people that thou art the beginning of everything, and 
they comprehended me; I taught them this, that they all 
have come from the one principle of endless life, and that, 
therefore, they are one and, as the Father is in me, and I 
in the Father, so they are one with me and with the 
Father. I revealed this to them, that, as thou, loving 
them, hast sent them into the world, they also must live 
in the world by love. 


And Peter said to Jesus, Whither dost thou go? 

Jesus replied, Thou wilt not be able to go whither I am 
going; but later thou wilt go thither thyself. 

And Peter said, Why dost thou think that I am not 
able to follow thee; I will give my life for thee. 

And Jesus said, Thou sayest that thou wilt give thy 
life for me, but thou wilt deny me thrice before cock- 
crow. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, Let not your spirit be 
troubled and lose courage, but believe in the true God of 
life and in my teaching. The life of the Father is not 
only the one which is on earth; there is also another life. 
If there were only the life which is here, I should have 
told you that, when I die, I shall go to the bosom of 
Abraham and prepare there a place for you, and will 
come and take you, and we will be in bliss together in 
the bosom of Abraham. But I show you only the way 
to life. 

Thomas said, But we do not know whither thou goest, 
and so we cannot know the path. We must know what 
will be there after death. 

Jesus said, I cannot show you what will be there; my 
teaching is the way, the truth, and life, and it is impos- 
sible to-unite with the Father of life, except throygh my 
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teaching. If you will fulfil my teaching, you will know 
the Father. 

Philip said, But who is thy Father ? 

And Jesus said, The Father is that which gives life. 
I do the will of the Father, and so thou canst understand 
from my life wherein the will of the Father is. I live 
through the Father, and the Father lives in me, and 
everything I do and say, I do by the will of the Father. 
This is my teaching, that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me. If you do not understand the teaching 
itself, you see me and my works, and so you can under- 
stand what the Father is. And you know that he who 
will follow my teaching can do the same as I do, and 
even more, for I shall die, and he will still live. He who 
will live according to my teaching will have everything 
he wishes, for then the son will be the same as the 
Father. 

Whatever you may wish according to my teaching you 
will have; but you must love my teaching for that. My 
teaching will give you an intercessor and comforter in 
my place. This comforter will be the recognition of the 
truth, which the men of the world do not understand, but 
you will know it in yourselves. You will never be alone, 
if the spirit of my teaching is with you. I shall die, and 
the men of the world shall not see me; but you will see 
me, because my teaching lives, and you will live by it. 
And if my teaching will be in you, you will understand 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in me. He who 
will fulfil my teaching will feel the Father in himself, 
and my spirit will live in him. 

And Judas, not Iscariot, said to him, But why cannot 
all live by the spirit of truth ? 

And Jesus replied to him, Only him who fulfils my 
teaching does the Father love, and only in him can 
my spirit take up his abode. He who does not fulfil my 
teaching is not loved by my Father, because this teach- 
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ing is not mine, but the Father’s. This is all I can tell 
you now. But my spirit, the spirit of truth, who will take 
up his abode in you after me, will reveal everything to 
you, and you will recall and understand much of what I 
have told you. 

Thus you may always be calm in spirit, not with that 
worldly peace which men of the world seek, but with 
the peace of the spirit, with which you will no longer 
have any fear. And so, if you will fulfil my teaching, 
you will have no cause for grieving at my death. I will 
come to you as the spirit of truth, and together with the 
recognition of the Father will take up my abode in your 
heart. If you fulfil my teaching, you must rejoice, for 
instead of me the Father will be in your heart, and that 
is better for you. 

My teaching is the tree of life. The Father is he who 
tends the tree. He cleans and watches the branches on 
which there is any fruit, so that they may bring forth more. 

Keep my teaching of life, and life will be in you. And 
as a shoot does not live of itself, but of the tree, even so 
you must live by my teaching. My teaching is the 
tree, and you are the shoots. He who lives by my teach- 
ing of life brings forth much fruit, and outside of my 
teaching there is no life. He who does not live by 
teaching withers and perishes, and the dry branches are 
cut off and burned. If you live by my teaching and fulfil 
it, you will have everything you wish: for the will of the 
Father is that you should live the true life and have what 
you wish. As the Father has given me the good, even 
so I give you the good. Keep this good. I live, because 
my Father loves me, and I love the Father, and you 
must live by the same love. If you live by it, you will 
be blessed. My commandment is that you should love 
one another as I love you. There is no other love than 
that we should sacrifice our life for the love of others, 
even as I have done. 
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Let us love one another, for love is from God. And 
he who loves was born of God and knows God. And he 
who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. God’s love for us has shown itself in this, that he 
has sent his son, such as he himself is, that we might 
live through him. 

His love for us is seen in this, that it is not we who 
have come to love God, but God loves us, and we must 
love one another. God can never be seen. If we love 
one another, God remains in us, and his love is accom- 
plished in us. We recognize one another only because 
we remain in him, and he in us, because he has given us 
his spirit. 

Love is accomplished in us, when we are sure and calm 
on the day of death, for such as God is, we are in this 
world. Love does not know fear; on the contrary, com- 
plete love destroys fear, for fear causes resistance, struggle. 
And he who fears is not perfect in love. 

We love God only because he has loved us first. (Con- 
sequently we first know love toward men.) And so, if 
one says, I love God, but will not love my brother, he 
lies, for he who does not love his brother, whom he sees, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen and cannot see. 
The commandment is for one who loves God to love his 
brother. 

You are equal to me if you do what I have taught you. 
I do not regard you as slaves, who are commanded, but 
as equals, for I have explained to you everything which 
I know about the Father. You do not choose my teach- 
ing of your own will, but because I have pointed out to 
you this only truth, by which, if you live in it, you will 
have everything you wish. The whole teaching is in 
this, that we should love one another. If the world 
shall hate you, you must not wonder, for it hates my 
teaching. If you were one with the world, the world 
would love you; but I have separated you from the 
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world, and for this it will hate you. If they have perse- 
cuted me, they will persecute you also. 

They will do all this, because they do not know the 
true God. I have explained to them, but they would 
not even listen to me. They have not understood the 
Father. They have seen my life, and my life has shown 
them their error, and for this they have hated me even 
more. The spirit of truth, which will come to you, will 
confirm the same. And you will confirm it. I tell you 
this in advance, that you may not be deceived, when they 
shall persecute you. They will make you apostates. All 
will think that killing you they do something pleasing to 
God. They cannot help doing it, for they do not under- 
stand my teaching, nor the true God. All this I tell you 
in advance, that you may not marvel, when all this shall 
happen. 

And so I now go to this spirit who has sent me, and 
now you understand that you must not ask whither I 
go. Before this you were grieved, because I did not tell 
you whither, to what place, I go. But I tell you truly 
that it is good for you that I am going away. If I do 
not die, the spirit of truth will not appear to you; and if 
I die, it will take the abode in you. He will take his 
abode in you, and it will be clear to you wherein the 
truth is, wherein the solution is. The lie is this, .that 
men do not believe in the life of the spirit. The truth 
is this, that Iam one with the Father. The solution is 
this, that the power of the carnal life is destroyed. 

I could tell you many things more, but it is hard for 
you to understand them. But when the spirit of truth 
shall take his abode in you, he will show you the whole 
truth, for he will not tell you anything new, that which 
is his, but that which is from God, and he will in all con- 
ditions of life show you the way. He will also be of 
the Father, as I am of the Father, for he will speak 
the same as I speak. But when I, the spirit of truth, 
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shall be in you, you will not always see me. At 
times you will hear me, and at other times you will 
not. 

And the disciples said among themselves, What does 
this mean which he says, At times you will see me, and 
at other times you will not see me? What does this 
mean: at times you will, and others you will not? What 
does he say ? 

Jesus said to them, Do you not understand what is 
meant by, At times you will see me, and at other times 
you will not see me? You know how it always is in the 
world, that some are sorrowful and lamenting, while 
others rejoice. You will be sorrowful, and your sorrow 
will pass into joy. When a woman bears a child, she is 
sorrowful in her labour, but when the labour is over she 
does not remember her pain for joy, because a man is 
born into the world. 

Even so you will grieve, and suddenly you will see 
me: the spirit of truth will enter into you, and your 
sorrow will be changed into joy. Then you will no 
longer ask anything of me, for then you will have every- 
thing you wish. Then a man will have from his Father 
everything he wishes in his spirit. Before this you asked 
nothing for the spirit, but then you will ask what you 
want for the spirit, and everything will be given you, so 
that your blessedness will be complete. Now I, a man, 
cannot explain all this in words; but when I shall live 
in you as the spirit of truth, I will clearly announce 
to you about the Father. Then everything you will 
ask of the Father in the name of the spirit will be 
given you not by me, but by your Father, for he loves 
you, because you have received my teaching. You 
have understood that the comprehension proceeds in the 
world from the Father and returns from the world to 
the Father. 

Then the disciples said to Jesus, Now we understand, 
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and we have nothing more to ask. We believe that thou 
art from God. 

And Jesus said, I told you all this that you may have 
assurance and rest in my teaching. No matter what 
calamities may befall you in the world, fear nothing, for 
my teaching has conquered the world. 

After this Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
My Father, thou hast given thy son the freedom of life, 
that he may know the true life. Life is the knowledge 
of the true God, of the comprehension discovered by me. 
I have revealed you to men on earth. I have done the 
work which thou commandedst me. I have declared thy 
essence to men on earth. They were thine even before 
this: they have understood that everything they have, 
that their life, is only from thee; and that I have taught 
them not of me, but that I and they have proceeded 
from thee. I pray thee for those who recognize thee. 
They understand that all mine is thine, and thine mine. 
I am no longer in the world, but return to thee; but 
they are in the world, and so I pray thee, Father, keep 
thy comprehension in them. Ido not ask thee that thou 
shouldst take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldst deliver them from evil. Confirm them in thy 
truth. Thy comprehension is truth. 

My Father, I wish that they should be such as I am, 
that they should understand, even as I do, that the true 
life began before the beginning of the world; that they 
should all be one, as thou, O Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, — that they should be one in us; that I in them 
and thou in me should unite into one; and that men 
should understand that they were not born of them- 
selves, but that thou, loving, hast sent them into the 
world, as thou hast sent me. 

Righteous Father! The world has not known thee, 
but I have known thee, and they know thee through me. 
I have explained to them what thou art. Thou art this, 
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that love, with which thou lovest me, should be in them. 
Thou hast given them life, consequently thou lovest 
them. I have taught them to know this and to love thee 
in such a way that thy love for them should return from 
them to thee. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT 


Matt. xxvi. 46. Rise, 
let us be going: behold, 
he is at hand that doth 
betray me.e 

47. And while he yet 
spake, lo, Judas, one of 
the twelve, came, and 
with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and 
staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the 
people. 


48. Now he that be- 
trayed him gave them a 
sign, saying, Whomso- 
ever I shall kiss, that 
same is he; hold him 
fast. 


49. And forthwith he 
came to Jesus, and said, 
aa Master; and kissed 

im. 


50. And Jesus said un- 
to him, Friend, where- 
fore art thou come? 
Then came they, and 
laid hands on Jesus; 
and took him. 


John xviti. 10. Then 
Simon Peter having a 
sword drew it, and 
smote the high priest’s 
servant, and cut off his 
right ear. 


Luke xvii. 51. And 
Jesus answered and 
said, Suffer ye thus far. 


Matt. xxvi. 52. Then 
said Jesus unto him 
Put up again thy sword 
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46. Awaken, let us be 
going: he who will be- 
tray me is already here. 


47. And as he had said 
this, Judas, one of the 
twelve, came, and with 
him a great multitude 
with knives and clubs, 
sent by the chief priests 
and elders. 


48. He who betrayed 
him had had an under- 
standing with them be- 
forehand; he said to 
them, He whom I shall 
kiss, as I go up to him, 
is he: seize him. 

49, And going up at 
once to Jesus, he said, 
Hail, teacher, and kissed 
him, 


50. And Jesus said to 
him, Didst thou come 
for this? Then they 
came up, and took him. 


10. Then Peter drew 
his sword and struck 
the high priest’s serv- 
ant, and cut off his 
ear. 


51. And Jesus said, 
Stop it. 


52. And he said to 
Peter, Put up the sword 
into its place, for those 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


cov Thy pdxapav els 
Tov TomoY aUTHAS* WavTES 
yap of NaBbyres wdxat- 
pay év paxalog drodotpy- 
Tal. 

55. Ev éxelvy 79 Spa 
elrev 6 ‘Inoots ois 
bxAos, ‘Qs él Ayorhy 
éfndOere peTa pax aipav 
kal f0\wy cud\daBelv pe ; 
xad’ juepav mpos tuds 
Exabifouny diddokwy év 
T@ iep@, kal ov éxpar7- 
oaré pe. 

58. "ANN atrn buav 
éoriv 4% dpa, Kal 4 é&ou- 
ola Tov oxérous. 

56. Tére of pabnral 
mavres apévres avrov 
epuyov. 

12. ‘H odv ometpa xal 
6 xAlapxos Kal of v1r7n- 
pérat Tv Tovdalwy cvv- 
édaBov tov “Incodv, Kat 
ednoav avror, 

13. Kal dr7yayov at- 
Tov mpos *Avvay mp@rov: 
hv yap wevOepds Tod 
Kaidga, bs qv dpxvepeds 
Tod évavTov éxelvov. 

14. “Hy 6 Kaiddas 6 
cuuBovrevoas Tots ’ Tov- 
Salous, dre cuupéper Eva 


a&vOpwrov dmohéa Oat 
vrép rod aod. 
58. Kal datyyayov 


tov “Inoodv mpos Tov 
dpxuepéa. Kal cuvépxov- 
Tat alr@ mdvres ol dp- 
xuepets Kal of mpecBure- 
pot kal of ypauparets. 
58. ‘O dé Ilérpos jKo- 
AovGe. air@ dd pwaxps- 
Bev, Ews THS avdd\Hs TOU 
adpxepéws: kal elceOwv 
ow éxdOnro mera TOY 
banper Oy, (Setv 7d TéXos. 
69. Kal smpocA)Oev 
atr@ pula madloxn, dé- 


into his place: for all 
they that take the sword 
shall perish with the 
sword. 


55. In that same hour 
said Jesus to the multi- 
tudes, Are ye come out 
as against a thief with 
swords and staves for to 
take me? I sat daily 
with you teaching in 
the temple, and ye laid 
no hold on me. 


Luke xxii. 53. But this 
is your hour, and the 
power of darkness. 


Matt. xxvi. 56. Then 
all the disciples forsook 
him, and fled. 


John «viii. 12. Then 
the band and the cap- 
tain and officers of the 
Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him, 


13. And led him away 
to Annas first; for he 
was father in law to 
Caiaphas, which was 
the high priest that 
same year. 


14. Now Caiaphas was 
he, which gave counsel 
to the Jews, that it 
was expedient that one 
man should die for the 
people, 


Mark wiv. 653. And 
they led Jesus away to 
the high priest: and 
with him were assem- 
bled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the 
scribes. 


Matt. veri. 58. But 
Peter followed him afar 
off unto the high priest’s 
palace, and went in. and 
sat with the servants, to 
see the end. 


69. And a damsel came 
unto him, saying, Thou 
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who take up the sword 
will perish by the power 
of the sword. 


55. Then Jesus said to 
the people, Why have 

ou come out with 

nives and clubs, to take 
measa thief? I sat daily 
with you in the temple, 
teaching you, and you 
did not take me, 


53. Now is your hour 
and power of darkness. 


56. Then all the dis- 
ciples ran away. 


12. Then the soldiers, 
and the captain, and the 
servants took Jesus, and 
bound him, 


13. And first led him 
away to Annas, who was 
Caiaphas’s father-in- 
law, for Caiaphas was 
the high priest that 
year. 


14. Caiaphas was he 
who counselled the Jews 
that it was useful to 
destroy one man for the 
nation, 


53. And they led Jesus 
into the house of the 
high priest, and all the 
chief priests and elders 
and scribes were gath- 
ered there. 


58. And Peter followed 
Jesus afar off to the 
high priest’s yard, and 
went in, and sat down 
with the high priest’s 
servants, to see how it 
would end. 


69. Anda girl came up 
to Peter, and said, Art 
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youca, Kal od foba 
pera "Inood rod Taks- 
Aalov. 

70. ‘O 5& *pyjoaro 
Zumpocbev wavTwy, dé- 
yw, OvK olda Th Aéyes. 

71. ’EgeNObvra dé av- 
Tov els Tov ruAGva, eldev 
avroy Gdn, Kal évyer 
tots éxet, Kal otros Hy 
pera 'Inood rod Nafw- 
palov. 

72. Kal wrdaduv jpvi- 
caro we’ dpxov, Ore 
otk olda Tov dvOpwmor. 

73. Mera puxpov 6é 
mpooehObytes ol ET Gres 
elmov T@ Ilérpw, ’Adn- 
63s cal od é atrGy ef: 
kal yap 7) Aadid cov 
OnNOy oe Trovec. 

74. Tére Hptaro xara- 
vabeuarlfeyv Kal duvvev, 
"Ore ovx olda Tov dvOpw- 
mov. kal ev0éws ddéxTwp 
épuwvnce. 

75, Kal éuvicdn 6 
Ilérpos rod pyyaros tod 
*Inood elpnxéros air@, 
“Ore ply adéxropa gw- 
vijoat, Tpis amrapyiocyn 
pe kal é&eXwy ekw 
éxXavoe WiKpas. 

19. ‘O ody dpxuepeds 
jpotnoe Tov "Inoodv 
wept T Ov wadnt Gv avbrod, 
kal mepl THs Ouaxjs av- 
TOU. 

20. ’AmexplOn aire 6 
"Inoots, Eye rappnola 
Addynoa TE kbopw eye 
mavrore edldata év TH 
cuvaywyn Kal év TO 
lep@, Sov mdvTobev ol 
*Tovdatoc ovvépxovrat, 
kal év xputT@ édddnoa 
ovdév. 


21. Th pe érepwrds; 
érepwtnoov Tos &knkob- 


also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee. 


70. But he denied be- 
fore them all, saying, I 
know not what thou 
sayest. 

71. And when he was 
gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, 
and said unto them that 
were there, This fellow 
was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


72. And again he 
denied with an oath, I 
do not know the man. 


73, And after a while 
came unto him they 
that stood by, and said 
to Peter, Surely thou 
also art one of them; 
for thy speech bewray- 
eth thee. 


74. Then began he to 
curse and to swear, say- 
ing, I know not the man. 
And immediately the 
cock crew, 


75. And Peter remem- 
bered the word of Jesus, 
which said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went 
out, and wept bitterly. 


John xviii. 19. The 
high priest then asked 
Jesus of his disciples, 
and of his doctrine. 


20, Jesus answered 
him, I spake openly to 
the world; I ever taught 
in the synagogue, and in 
the temple, whither the 
Jews always resort; and 
in secret have I said 
nothing. 


21. Why askest thou 
me? ask them which 
heard me, what I have 
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thou with Jesus of 


Galilee? 


70. And Peter denied 
before them all, and 
said, I do not know 
what thou sayest. 

71. And when he went 
into the vestibule, a 
woman saw him, and 
said to those who were 
there, This man was 
with Jesus of Nazareth. 


72, And again he de- 
nied with an oath, say- 
ing that he did not know 
this man. 

73. A little while 
passed, and men came 
up to Peter, and said, 
No doubt thou art one 
of these, for we can tell 
thee by thy speech. 


74. Then Peter began 
to swear and curse, that 
he did not know that 
man. And immediately 
the cock crew. 


75. And Peter thought 
of the words which Je- 
sus had told him, Before 
cockcrow thou wilt deny 
me thrice. And he went 
out, and wept bitterly. 


19, The high priest 
then asked Jesus about 
his disciples and his 
teaching. 


20. Jesus answered 
him, I have spoken 
openly to the world; I 
have always taught in 
the assemblies, in the 
temple where all gather, 
and have said nothing 
in secret. 


21. Why askest thou 
me? Ask those who 
have heard what I have 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


ras, TL é\ddnoa avtors: 
We obra oldacww a eiov 
eyo. 

22. Tatra dé adrot 
elrévros, els T@v vanpe- 
TOY TWaperTHnKws EdwKE 
pdrisua Te ‘Inood, 
elrwyv, OUTws daroxpivn 
T@ apxteper ; 

23. ’Amexpl0n atr@ 6 
*Inoods, Ei xax@s édd- 
Anta, pwapripynoov sept 
Tov Kakod: ef dé Kaos, 
Tt pe Sépecs ; 

59. Ol dé dpxuepets 
kal ol mperBirepa Kal 7d 
cuvédpiov Sdov éfjrovy 
Wevdou.aptuplay Kata Tod 
"Inood, brws adrov dava- 
TWTWOL, 

60. Kai ovdx ebpor 
kal tmo\\@v wWevdouap- 
Tvpwy mpocEehPbyT wr, OvX 
ebpov. varepov dé mpoo- 
edObvres S00 Wevdoudp- 
TUpES 

61. Etrov, Oiros 2p, 
Avvauat karaddoa: Tov 
vady Tov Ocov, Kal did 
TpLav HucpOv olkodouy- 
oat avrdy. 

62. Kal dvasras 6 
dpxcepeds elev atTe, 
Ovdev droxplyy, Tb obTol 
TOU KATAMapTUPOUELY ; 

63. ‘O dé ‘“Inoods 
éolwra. Kal droxpibels 
6 dpxiepeds elev adT@, 
*Eéopkifw ce xara Tod 
Gcoh Tod (GrTos, wa 
uty elrys, ef od el 6 


Xpicrds, 6 vids Tov 
Ocov. 
64. Adyee atr@ 6 


"Inoots, 20 elas. mAHv 
Aéyw uty, “Aw pre 
bperOe Tov vidv Tod ay- 
Opwrov Kabjuevov €K 


said unto them: behold, 
they know what I said. 


22. And when he had 
thus spoken, one of the 
officers which stood by 
struck Jesus with the 
palm of his hand, say- 
ing, Answerest thou the 
high priest so? 


23. Jesus answered 
him, If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the 
evil: but if well, why 
smitest thou me? 


Matt. xxvi. 59. Now 
the chief priests, and 
elders, and all the coun- 
cil, sought false witness 
against Jesus, to put 
him to death; 


60. But found none: 
yea, though many false 
witnesses came, yet 
found they none. At 
the last came two false 
witnesses, 


61. And said, This fel- 
low said, I am able to 
destroy the temple of 
God, and to build it in 
three days. 


62. And the high priest 
arose, and said unto 
him, Answerest thou 
nothing? what is it 
which these witness 
against thee ? 

63. But Jesus held his 
peace. And the high 
priest answered and 
said unto him, I adjure 
thee by the livin od, 
that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the 
Son of God. 


64, Jesus saith unto 
him, Thou hast said: 
nevertheless I say unto 
you, Hereafter shall ye 
see the Son of man sit- 
ting on the right hande 


329 


said to them; they know 
what I have told them. 


22. One of the high 
priest’s servants was 
standing near by. When 
Jesus said this, he boxed 
Jesus’ ears, and said, 
Dost thou answer the 
high priest so? 


23. Jesus said to him, 
If I have spoken evil 
show what is evil; an 
if I have spoken well, 
why dost thou strike 
me? 


59. But the chief 
priests and the whole 
council sought accusa- 
tions against Jesus, so 
as to put him to death. 


60. But they did not 
find any, because many 
accused him falsely, and 
the accusations did not 
agree. Then there came 
two false witnesses. 


61. They said, We have 
heard this man say, I will 
destroy this hand-made 
temple, and in three 
days I will build another, 
which is not made by 
hands. 

62. The high priest 
arose, and said to Jesus, 
Why dost thou not an- 
swer to what they show 
against thee? 


63. Jesus was silent 
and made no reply. And 
the high priest said to 
him again, In the name 
of the living God I ad- 
jure thee, Tell us, art 
thou the Christ, the Son 
of God? 


64, And Jesus said to 
him, That I am. And 
I will tell you also that 
from now on you will 
all understand the son 
of man, who is equal 
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dekiGv THs Suvduews, Kal 
épxbuevcy eri Trav vepe- 
AGy Tov ovpavov. 

65. Tére 6 dpxtepeds 
déppnte Ta budria av- 
rob, Aéywr, “Ore éBdac- 
phunce th Ere xpelav 
Exouev paptipwv; Ue, 
vor nKovoaTe THY Bac- 
pnulav avrov. 

66. Té duty doxed; Ot 
5é dmoxpibévres elzrov, 
"Evoxos Oavdrov éorl. 

67. Tore évérrucav 
els TO mpbcwmrov avTod. 

63. Kat of dvdpes oi 
auvéxovres Tov “Inoody 
évérrarvovait@, Sépovres: 

64. Kal  mepixadv- 
Wavres atrov, erumrov 
avrov TO mpbowror, kal 
érnpwtwv avdtrov, Néyov- 
Tes, Jpogyrevaov, tls 
éoTiv 6 waloas oe; 

65. Kal érepa moda 


Bracgpnuodytes €deyov 
els abrév. 
1. Ilpgas 6 ~yevo- 


pévns, ocuuBovrduov éda- 
Bov mdvres ol apxuepets 
kal ot mpecBirepor Tov 
Aaod Kata Tod Inood, 
wore Oavaraoar adrdy: 

2. Kal djoavres avrov 
amnyayov, Kal mapédw- 
kav abroy Tovrly Ti 
Adrw TO tyeudur. 

28. “Ayouow ody rov 
*Inoody ard rod Kaidda 
els TO TpaTwpiov. Fv be 
mowiay Kal avrot ovk 
elajrOov els Td par w- 
piv, va wh puavOdory, 
GX Wa gddywor 7d 
waoxXa. 

29. ’EEANOev oby 6 
TliAdros mpds avrovs, 
kal ele, Tlya xarnyo- 
play épere kata Tod 
advOpwrov tovrou; 


of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. 


65. Then the high 
priest rent his clothes, 
Pat bans He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what fur- 
ther need have we of 
witnesses? behold, now 
ye have heard his blas- 
phemy. 


66. What think ye? 
They answered and said, 
He is guilty of death. 


67. Then did they spit 
in his face. 


Iuke wxii. 63. And 
the men that held Jesus 
mocked him, and smote 
him. 

64. And when they had 
blindfolded him, they 
struck him on the face, 
and asked him, saying, 
Prophesy, who is it that 
smote thee? 


65. And many other 
things  blasphemously 
spake they against him, 


Matt. xxvii. 1. When 
the morning was come 
all the chief priests an 
elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to 
put him to death: 


2. And when they had 
bound him, they led him 
away, and delivered him 
to Pontius Pilate the 
governor. 


John xviti. 28. Then 
led they Jesus from 
Caiaphas unto the hall 
of judgment: and it was 
early; and they them- 
selves went not into the 
judgment hall, lest they 
should be defiled; but 
that they might eat the 
passover, 


29. Pilate then went 
out unto them, and said, 
What accusation bring 
ye against this man? 
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in power with God in 
heaven. 


65. Then the high 
priest tore his clothes, 
and said, Thou art blas- 
pheming. What need 
have we of witnesses? 
You have heard him 
blaspheme. 


66. What shall you de- 
cide about him? And 
all decided that he was 
guilty of death. 

67. Then they began 
to spit into his face. 


63. And the men that 
held him, struck and 
scratched him, 


64, And covering his 
eyes, they struck him in 
the face, saying, Now 
guess who has struck 
thee. 


65. And many other 
curses did they pro- 
nounce against, him. 


1. When the morning 
came, all the elders of 
the people, the chief 
priest, and the learned 
took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to 
death. 


2. And having bound 
him, they took him to 
Pontius Pilate the gov- 
ernor. 


28. And they led Jesus 
from Caiaphas to the 
court; but they them- 
selves did not enter the 
court, lest they should 
be defiled and could not 
eat the passover. 


29. Pilate came out to 
them, and said, Of what 
do you accuse this man? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


30. ’AmexplOncay xal 
elrov ait@, Ei wh Fv 
otros Kakomowds, ovK av 
oor wapedwkapev avrov. 


31. Eimev ody avrots 
6 IliAdros, AdBere av- 
Tov tmels, Kal KaTa& TOV 
vouov budv Kptvare avd- 
Tov. elimov ody atr@ oi 
*Tovdator, ‘Huty ovk @ée- 
oT dmoKxTetvas ovdéva: 

82. “Iva 6 dAbyos Tod 
"Inood wAnpwO7, dv ecire 
onpaltywy toly Oavary 
Huedrev arodvnckery. 

2. "Hptavro dé xary- 
yopety avrov, Néyortes, 
Totrov evpoyev diactpé- 
govra 7d €Ovos, kal Kw- 
Movra Kaloape édpous 
Siddvar, Aéyorra éavTov 
Xpiocrov Baoidéa eivac. 

34. “Amexpl0n atr@ 
6 “Inoots, “Ad éavTod 
ov TOUTO Aéyes, 7 ANAL 
got elroy mepl éuod ; 

35. ’Asexpl6n 6 Th- 
dros, Mire éya *Iov- 
Oatbs eluc; 7d eOvos 7d 
cov Kal of apxtepels 
mapédwkdv oe euol: rt 
érolnoas ; 

36. ’AmexpiOn 6 ’In- 
cots, ‘H Bacirela 4% éuh 
ovK ori éx Tod Kbopou 
tovtov: ef éx Tov K6- 
ououv Tovrou hy 7 Baci- 
ela 7 eu, of vrnpérar 
av of éuol Hnywvlforro, 
tva wh mapadod& rots 
*Tovdalos: viv dé % Ba- 
oirela 7) éuh ovK ear 
évrevoev. 

33. ElofdOev ody els 
TO mMpatTmpiv mau 6 
IliAdros, Kal épwvyce 
tov “Inoobdv, kal elev 
atr@, Ld ef 6 Bacirreds 
Tav’ lovdatwy ; 


30. They answered and 
said unto him, If he were 
not a malefactor, we 
would not have deliv- 
ered him up unto thee. 


31. Then said Pilate 
unto them, Take ye him, 
and judge him accord- 
ing to your law. The 
Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for 
us to put any man to 
death: 


32, That the saying of 
Jesus might be fulfilled, 
which he spake, signify- 
ing what death he should 
die.@ 

Luke xxiii. 2. And 
they began to accuse 
him, saying, We found 
this fellow eee 
the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute to 
Cesar, saying that he 
himself is Christ a 
king.e 

John xviii. 34. Jesus 
answered him, Sayest 
thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it 
thee of me? 


35. Pilate answered, 
AmtIaJew? Thine own 
nation and the chief 
priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast 
thou done? 


36. Jesus answered 
My kingdom is not of 
this world: if my king- 
dom were of this world, 
then would my servants 
fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews: 
but nows is my kingdom 
not from hence. 


33. Then Pilate entered 
into the judgment hall 
again,g and called Jesus, 
and said unto him, Art 
thou the King of the 
Jews? 
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30. And they said to 
him in reply, If he were 
not a malefactor, and 
had not done any evil, 
we should not have 
brought him before thee. 

31. Then Pilate said to 
them, Take him, and 
judge him according to 

our law. And they said, 

t is not lawful for us to 
put any one to death. 


32. Thus was the say- 
ing of Jesus fulfilled, 
which showed by what 
death he would die. 


2. And all began to 
accuse him, We think 
that this man is pervert- 
ing the nation, and for- 
bidding men to give 
tribute to Cesar, call- 
ing himself king and 
Christ. 


34, Jesus replied to 
them, Thou thyself con- 
siderest me a king, or 
thou sayest only what 
others have said of me. 


35. Pilate answered, 
Iam not a Jew; thy own 
nation and thy chief 
priests have delivered 
thee to me. And I ask 
what thou hast done. 


36. Jesus answered 
My kingdom is not of 
the earth. If my king- 
dom were of the earth, 
my servants would fight 
for me, that I should not 
be delivered to the chief 
priests: but you see that 
my kingdom is not such. 


38, And Pilate entered 
the court, and called 
Jesus, and said to him, 
Thou art the King of 
the Jews, 
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87. Etrev ody air@ 6 
TiAdros, OvKotv Bacu- 
reds ef ot; amexplOn 6 
"Inoots, Ud Néyets, dre 
Bacidre’s elu eyo. eya 
els ToOTO yeyévynuat, Kal 
els toro éAndvda eis 
Tov Kdcpov, Wa pmap- 
Tuphow TH adnbela. was 
6 dy ék rhs adnbelas 
dkover “ov TAS Pwvijs. 

38. Adéyee atr@ 6 
TiAdros, Ti éorevy ad7- 
Gea; Kal rotro elray, 
mdadruy €&7\Oe mpods Tovs 
*Tovdalovs, Kal déye 
a’rots, “Ey® ovdeulav 
alrlay evploxw év air@. 


(2) When the disciples fell asleep 


37. Pilate therefore 
said unto him, Art thou 
aking then? Jesus an- 
swered, Thou sayest that 
Iamaking. To this end 
was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice, 


38. Pilate saith unto 
him, What is truth? 
And when he had said 
this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith 
unto them, I find in him 
no fault at all. 


Jesus said to them, Wake up. 
(6) In many texts AeAaAnKa. 


(c) The right means equal. 
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37. Pilate said to him, 
Dost thou consider thy- 
self a king? Jesus said 
to him, Thou callest me 
king. I came into the 
world to confirm the 
truth; every man who 
lives by the truth under- 
stands my voice. 

° 


38. Pilate said to him, 
What is the truth? And 
when he had said this, 
he went out again to the 
Jews, and said to them, 
I find no guilt in him. 


for a little while, 


Jesus says that the son of 


man is equal to the power of God, and so he is the very 
Christ whom the Jews are expecting. 

(d) What death he would die has to be understood 
to mean that Jesus guessed that he would not be put to 


death by the Jews, but by the Romans. 


The saying 


to which this verse refers is that about the cross, Take 


thy cross and follow me. 


If Jesus had been afraid of 


death at the hands of the Jews, he would not have spoken 
of the cross: it was only the Romans who executed 
people by crucifying them. 
(e¢) The first accusation: he takes the Jewish nation 
away from the customary path. 
The second: he forbids the paying of tribute, calling 


himself king. 


He preaches the kingdom of the sons of 


God and calls himself Christ, who has brought the an- 
nouncement about this kingdom. 

The accusation is quite correct; all that Jesus did, and 
so he does not deny the accusations. 


It would have been 
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useless to explain the meaning to those who did not wish 
to understand him. 

(/) viv in the sense of behold. 

(g) In many texts the word md), which confuses the 
sense, is wanting. 


In questioning Jesus, Pilate asks what he means by 
calling himself the King of the Jews. Jesus says to him, 
I call myself king in the sense of having established the 
truth among men: that was my vocation; that I did, and 
in this sense I was and am king, and thou recognizest me 
as aking. I have explained the truth, and every living 
man understands the truth. Pilate says that he does not 
understand what the truth is; but he goes to the Jews, 
and tells them that he does not see any guilt in the man. 
When the people say that the chief guilt of Jesus is that 
he calls himself the son of God, Pilate is troubled even 
more. The words of Jesus that he is a king in that he 
announces the truth, and now, that he announces the 
truth as the son of God, present to him Jesus as a man 
of unusual elevation of soul. He calls him to himself, 
and asks him whence he comes, that is, how he under- 
stands his origin. But Jesus makes no reply, for he is 
stopped by the consciousness that explanations are un- 
necessary. 


3. Kal xarnyédpovr av- 
Tov of dpx.epets mond: 


5. Ot dé érloxvov dé- 
yovres, Ort dvacele. TOV 
Rady, diddoxwy Kad’ 
bAns THs Tovdalas, dpéd- 
pevos dard THs TadtAalas 
&ws be. 

4. ‘O 6é IliAdros ra- 
Aw érnpdrncev avrov, 
Aéywv, OvK drroxplyy ov- 
Ody; Se boa cov Kara- 
Haprupovory. 


Mark xv. 3. And the 
chief priests accused 
him of many things; 

Luke avivi. 5. And 
they were the more 
fierce, saying, He stir- 
reth up the _ people, 
teaching throughout all 
Jewry, beginning from 
Galilee to this place. 


Mark xv. 4, And Pi- 
late asked him again, 
saying, Answerest thou 
nothing? behold how 
many things they wit- 
ness against thee. 


3. But the chief priests 
accused him of many 
things. 

5, And the chief priests 
were persistent, and 
said, He has with his 
teaching stirred up the 
nation throughout Ju- 
dea, beginning with 
Galilee. 


4. And Pilate began 
once more to ask him, 
saying, Why dost thou 
not answer? Thou seest 
how they accuse thee. 
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5. ‘O 5é& "Inoods ov- 
kére ovdev darexplOn, 
wore Oavudgeyv rov Il- 
Adrov. 

6. Iudros 5é, dxov- 
gas TadtNalav, émnpw- 
tnoev el 6 AvOpwros Ta- 
Arratbs €or 

7. Kai émrvyvods ru éx 
THs ékovolas ‘Hpwidov 
éotly, davéreupev avrov 
mpos ‘Hpwdnv, dvra kal 
avrov év ‘lepocodtpuous év 
TavTas Tals Nuepacs. 

8. ‘O de ‘Hpddns day 
Tov Inoody éxdpn Nav: 
hv yap Oédwv é€ ixavod 
ety abrov, dia TO aKov- 
ev odd epi avrov: 
kal Armigé Te onpetov 
Sety br’ abrod yivduevor. 

9. ’Emnpdra dé av- 
Tov év Dbyos ikavois. 
avrds dé ovdév darexpl- 
VaTo auT@. 

11. "EfouBevioas dé 
avroy 6 ‘Hpwéns ody 
Tots oTparevpacw avrod, 
kal éumaléas, mepiBadav 
abrov éo07Ta apmrpar, 
avéreuwev atrdyv Ty 
ThaAdrg. 

12. ’Eyévovro dé pidou 
8 re Ttdd7os Kal 6 ‘Hpw- 
dns év atry TH Tuepa 
per GAAAAWY: TpovTFp- 
xov yap év exOpa bvres 
wpds éaurous. 


5. But Jesus yet an- 
swered nothing; so that 
Pilate marvelled. 


Luke xviii. 6. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee, 
he asked whether the 
man were a Galilean. 


7. And as soon as he 
knew that he belonged 
unto Herod’s jurisdic- 
tion, he sent him to 
Herod, who himself also 
was at Jerusalem at that 
time. 


8. And when Herod 
saw Jesus, he was ex- 
ceeding glad: for he 
was desirous to see him 
of along season, because 
he ha heard many 
things of him; and he 
hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him. 


9. Then he questioned 
with him in many 
words; but he answered 
him nothing. 


11. And Herod with 
his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in 
a gorgeous robe, and 
sent him again to Pilate. 


12. And the same day 
Pilate and Herod were 
made friends together; 
for before they were at 
enmity between them- 
selves. 
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5. But Jesus did not 
answer with a single 
word, so that Pilate mar- 
velled very much. 


6. When Pilate heard 
of Galilee, he asked 
whether the man was a 
Galilean. 


7. When he heard that 
he belonged to Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent him 
to Herod, who was at 
that time at Jerusalem. 


8. And when Herod 
saw Jesus, he was very 
eet for Herod had 

eard much of him and 
had for a long time 
wanted to see him. 
Herod thought that he 
would see him do some 
miracle. 


9. And he questioned 
him a great deal; but he 
did not answer him. 


11. And Herod with 
his soldiers, thinkin 
little of him, dresse 
him in a red robe, and 
sent him back to Pilate. 


12. And from that day 
Pilate and Herod be- 
came friends, for before 
they were at enmity. 


Pilate, troubled and fearing to take the matter into his 
hands, used a pretext for sending Jesus to Herod, in order 
to throw the responsibility on him, but Herod regarded 


the whole affair as of little consequence. 


He had heard 


of Jesus before, and thought he would find something 
interesting in him, and so sent for him and questioned 
him; but he saw only a man who did not speak, a kind 
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of a fool, and so mocked him by dressing him up and 
sending him back to Pilate. 


18. Iiddros 5é, ovy- 
Kadeodpmevos Tos apxue- 
pets kal rovs dpxovras 
kal Tov adr, 

14. Eire rpds av’rovs, 
Ilpoonvéyxaré jor Tov 
&vOpwrov TovTov, ws 
dmoatpépovra Tov Nady: 
kal (dod, éy® évwruopy 
budv dvaxplyas ovdev 
etpov é€v TQ avOpwHrw 
ToUTW alTiov, @Y KaTn- 
yopeire Kar avrov: 

15. ’AAN odde ‘Hpd- 
Ons: avéreua yap duds 
mpos avrov, Kal lov, ov- 
dev d&&iov Oavdrov éarl 
mempayuevoy avr@. 

16. Ladedoas ofp av- 
Tov amrohicw. 


18. Ot dé raduy Expa- 
fav, Zravpwoor avrov. 


15. Kara 6é éoprhy 
eldOe 6 NYyeuav amrovey 
eva TH Bx Aw Séopuovy, dv 
HOedov. 

16. Eiyoy dé rére 5é- 
opuov érlonuov, deybpue- 
vov BapaBBay. 

19." Ooris Fv 5a ord- 
ow Tid yevouevny év TH 
mode Kal povov BeBdn- 
pévos els pudAakhy. 

17. Zurnypévwv ody 
avr@v, elrev avrois 6 
Tidros, Tlya Oédere 
drodtcw tulv; Bapap- 
Bav, H’ Inooby rov deyd- 
pevov Xpiordv ; 

18. "Hider yap Sre dia 
PObvov rapébwkav avrov. 

11. Ol 5& dpxuepers 
dvécecayv Tov bxov, Wva 
paddov tov BapaBBav 
drontoy atrots. 


Luke xxiii. 18. And 
Pilate, when he had 
called together the chief 
priests and the rulers 
and the people, 


14. Said unto them, Ye 
have brought this man 
unto me, as one that 
perverteth the people; 
and, behold, I, having 
examined him before 
you, have found no fault 
in this man touching 
those things whereof ye 
accuse him: 


15. No, nor yet Herod: 
for I sent you to him; 
and, lo, nothing worthy 
of death is done unto 
him. 


16. I will therefore 
chastise him, and re- 
lease him. 

Mark xv. 13. And they 
cried out again, Crucify 
him. 

Matt. xvii. 15. Now at 
that feast the governor 
was wont to release unto 
the people a prisoner, 
whom they would. 


16, And they had then 
a notable prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 


Luke xxiii. 19. (Who 
for a certain sedition 
made in the city, and 
for murder, was cast in- 
to prison.) 

Matt. xxvit. 17. There- 
fore when they were 
yathered together, Pi- 
ate said unto them, 
Whom will ye that I re- 
lease unto you? Barab- 
bas, or Jesus waich is 
called Christ? 

18. For he knew that 
for envy they had deliv- 
ered him. 

Mark xv. 11. But the 
chief priests moved the 
people, that he should 
rather release Barabbas 
unto them. 


13. But Pilate, when 
he had called together 
the chief priests and the 
rulers and the people, 


14. Said to them, You 
have brought this man 
to me, because he per- 
verts the people; and 
here I have examined 
him in your presence, 
and have found no fault 
in him, of which you 
accuse him; 


15. Nor has Herod 
found any, for I sent 
you to him; and you see 
that nothing has been 
found for which he 
should be worthy of 
death. 

16, And so punish him, 
and set him free. 


13. But they cried, 
Crucify him. 


15. At the feast the 
overnor was in the 
abit of releasing one 
of the prisoners, whom 
they wanted. 


16. And they had then 
‘ prisoner, called Barab- 
as. 


19. Barabbas had 
caused sedition and 
murder in the city, and 
was sitting in prison. 


17. And Pilate said to 
them, Whom do you 
want me to release to 
you, Barabbas or Jesus, 
who is called Christ? 


18, For he saw that 
the chief priests had de- 
livered him out of envy. 

lil. But the chief 
priests incited the 
people to cry, that he 
should rather release 
Barabbas to them. 
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12. ‘O 6 IAdros 
daroxpiGels mdduy elev 
avrots, Ti ody OédeTe 
mojow dv déyere Bact- 
Aéa TH ’Tovdalwy ; 

13. Ot 6¢ wdduy Expa- 
fav, Dravpwoor avrov. 

20. Ildduy ody 6 Ii- 
Adros mpocepwrvyce, O€- 
Awy dmroddcae Tov 'In- 
cour. 

21. Ol dé érepwvovy 
Aéyovtes, Dravpwoor, 
oTatpwoov avrdv. 

22. ‘O 85é rplrov eire 
mpos avrovs, Th yap ka- 
kody érolnoev otros; ov- 
dév aitiov Oavdrov ebipov 
év air@: madevoas ody 
abrov amrovow. 

4. "Ide, dyw tuiv adb- 
Tov €kw, iva yvOre bre 
év att@ ovdeulay alrlay 
evploKw. 

6. “Ore ody eldov av- 
Tov of dpxuepets Kal of 
vrnpérat,  éxpavyacay 
Aéyovres,  Dravpwoor, 
oTavpwoov. héye: abrots 
6 IliAdros, AdBere av- 
Tov vets Kal oravpw- 
care: éya yap obx evpl- 
oKw év atr@ airlav. 

7.’ AmexplOncav arg 
ot “Tovdaior, ‘“Hyuets vduov 
éxouev, kal Kara Top 
vouov Hudy dpelder daro- 
Oavety, Bru éavrdy vidy 
TOU Qed érolnoev. 

8. “Ore ody Fxovcer 6 
TliAdros §=roirov ov 
Abyor, UadAov €PoB7HOn, 

9. Kat elofdOev els 7d 
Tpartwpiov mdad., Kal 
Aéyer TG "Inood, IdGev 
el ot; 6 5é Inoods dré- 
Kpioly ovk €dwKev adTo. 

10. Aéye ody aire 6 
TiAdros, *“Eyuot od da- 


12, And Pilate an- 
swered and said again 
unto them, What will ye 
then that I shall do un- 
to him whom ye call the 
King of the Jews? 


13. And they cried out 
again, Crucify him. 


Luke xaviti. 2%. Pilate 
therefore, willing to re- 
lease Jesus, spake again 
to them. 


21. But they cried, say- 
ing, Crucify him, cru- 
cify him. 


22. And he said unto 
them the third time, 
Why, what evil hath he 
done? I have found no 
cause of death in him: 
I will therefore chastise 
him, and let him go. 


John xix. 4. Behold, I 
bring him forth to you, 
that ye may know that I 
find no fault in him, 


6. When the chief 
priests therefore and 
officers saw him, they 
eried out, saying, Cru- 
cify him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, 
Take ye him, and crucify 
him: for I find no fault 
in him. 


7. The Jews answered 
him, We have a law, and 
by our law he ought to 
die, because he made 
himself the Son of God. 


8. When Pilate there- 
fore heard that saying, 
he was the more afraid; 


9. And went again in- 
to the judgment hall, 
and saith unto Jesus, 
Whence art thou? But 
Jesus gave him no an- 
swer. 


10. Then gaith Pilate 
unto him, Speakest thou 
not unto me? knowest 
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12. And Pilate replied 
to them, What, then, do 
you want me to do with 
bim whom you call the 
King of the Jews? 


13. And they cried 
again, Crucify him. 


20. And Pilate again 
tried to persuade them 
that they should release 
Jesus. 


21. But they cried 
again, Crucify him, 


22. And he said to 
them for the third time, 
What wren has he 
done you? I have found 
no cause for which he 
should be put to death; 
Punish him, and let him 


0. 

. 4. I will let him out of 
the court, for I find no 
fault in him. 


6. When the _ chief 
priests and their ser- 
vants saw him, they 
cried, Crucify him. 
And Pilate said, Take 
him and _ crucify him, 
for I find no fault in 
him. 


7. The Jews answered 
him, We have a law, and 
by our law he ought to 
die who makes himself 
a son of God, 


8. When Pilate heard 
this, that Jesus was the 
son of God, he was dis- 
turbed even more. 

9. And he returned to 
the court, and said to 
Jesus, Who art thou? 
But Jesus made no an- 
Swer. 


10, Pilate said to him, 
Dost thou not answer 
me? Dost thou not 
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Kets; ovK oldas bre éfou- 
olav éxw oravp&cal ce, 
kal éfovolay Exw drro- 
Adoal ce; 

11. ’Amexpl6n 6 ’In- 
cots, Ovk elxes éEouvclay 
ovdeulay Kar’ éuod, el wh 
hv cor Sedopévov dvwiev 
bia, TovTO 6 mapad.dovs 
Bé oor pelfova apuaprlay 
exe. 


thou not that I have 
power to crucify thee, 
and have power to re- 
lease thee? 


ll. Jesus answered, 
Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me, 
except it were given 
thee from above: there- 
fore he that delivered 
me unto thee hath the 
greater sin. 
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know that I can crucify 
or release thee? 


ll. And Jesus an- 
swered, Thou hast no 
power over me, if thou 
art not taught by God. 


The last words are a useless, incoherent interpolation. 


Pilate says, I have the power to kill thee or not. 


If thou 


seest the light, thou walkest toward the light ; if thou dost 
not see it, thou wilt inevitably do the work of darkness. 
And immediately that which Jesus has said takes place. 
He, that is, Pilate, wants to save him, but cannot do so. He 
who betrayed me had the power not to do so; but thou 
hast not the power to release me, and thou wilt not 
release me; if thou wert taught the light, thou wouldst 
be able to do so, but now thou canst not do so. 


12. "Ex rovrov é¢ijrec 
6 Wivdros dmodtoat av- 
tov. Ob dé "Tovdator 
Expatov déyovres, ’ Edy 
Tolrov amodvars, ovK ef 
plros rot Kaloapos. mas 
6 Bacitéa abrov rody 
avridéye TH Kaloapr. 

24. *Idcy dé 6 Tidd- 
Tos, Ort ovdev wpendet, 


GANG paddov ObpuBos 
ylverar, AaBwov vdwp, 
amevivaro Tas xXeElpas 


amévavre Tod bxdov, dé- 
yor,’ A@&ds clus dd TOD 
aiwatos Tod dixalov Tov- 
Tou vers dpeoOe. 

25. Kal  daroxpieis 
mas 6 ads ele, Td alua 
avrov éf quads Kal émi 
Ta TEKVA UG. 

23. Oi dé éréxewro 
pwvats pmeyddats, alrov- 


John xix. 12, And 
from thenceforth Pilate 
sought to release him: 
but the Jews cried out, 
saying, If thou let this 
man go, thou art not 
Cesar’s friend: whoso- 
ever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against 
Cesar.4 


Matt. xxvii. 24. When 
Pilate saw that he could 
prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, 
and washed his hands 
before the multitude 
saying, I am innocent of 
the blood of this just 
person: see ye to it. 


25. Then answered all 
the people, and said, His 
blood be on us, and on 
our children. 


Luke xviii. 23. And 
they were instant with 


12. Pilate was anxious 
to release him; but the 
Jews said, If thou let- 
test him go, thou art not 
Ceesar’s faithful serv- 
ant; whoever makes 
himself a king is Cesar’s 
adversary. 


24. When Pilate saw 
that he could do noth- 
ing, but that the cry was 
growing louder, he took 
water, washed his hands 
before the multitude, 
and said, I am innocent 
of the blood of this just 
man. You see your- 
selves. 


25. And all the people 
cried, His blood is on us 
and on our children. 


23. And they cried 
louder still, that he be 
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pevor avrov cravpwOhAvat: 
kal xatloxvov al gdwvat 
ait@v kal TOV dpxie- 
péwr. 

13. ‘O od» IliAdros 
dxovoas TodTov Tov )é- 
yor, Hyaryev Géw Tov ’In- 
covv, Kal éxdOucev él 
Tov Bhuaros. 

1. Tére ody €daBev 6 
TliAdros tov’ Ijoody, kal 
épaorlywoe. 

2. Kal of orparia@rat 
mwhékavres otépavoy é& 
adxav0Gy, éméOnkav av- 
Tod TH Kepary, Kal iud- 
Tiov tmoppupovv mepié- 
Badov avror, 

29. Kal xkddapov él 
Thy dekiav avrod: kal 
yovumeTyoavres €usrpo- 
obey avrod, évémrafov 
air@, Aéyorres, Xaipe, 
6 Bacideds T Sy Tovdalwy. 

30. Kal éurricavres 
els avrov, €aBov tov 
kddapov, Kal érumror 
els THY Kepadny avrod. 

14. “Hy é rapackevh 
Tov macxa, wpa dé woel 
éxrn: kal Néyer Tots ’Tov- 
dalois, “Ide 6 Bacideds 
Uuay. 

15. Ol 62 éxpavyacay, 
Apov, apov, sratpwaoor 
avrév. Aéyec avrots 6 
TliAdros, Tov Baciréa 
UuGry aravpwow; drre- 
KplOnoav ol dpxuepels, 
Ovx exouev Baciréa ef 
uh Katoapa. 


loud voices, requiring 
that he might be cruci- 
fied: and the voices of 
them and of the chief 
priests prevailed. 


John «ix. 13. When 
Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he brought 
Jesus forth, and sat 
down in the judgment 
seat. 


1. Then Pilate there- 
fore took Jesus, and 
scourged him. 


2. And the soldiers 
platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it on his 
head, and they put on 
him a purple robe. 


Matt. xxvii. 29. And 
a reed in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked 
him, saying, Hail, King 
of the Jews! 


30. And they spit upon 
him, and took the reed, 
and smote him on the 
head. 


John winx. 14. And it 
was the preparation of 
the passover, and about 
the sixth hour: and he 
saith unto the Jews, Be- 
hold your King! 


15, But they cried out, 
Away with him, away 
with him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests 
answered, We have no 
king but Cesar. 
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crucified, and the voices 
of the chief priests pre- 
vailed. 


13. When Pilate under- 
stood that saying, he 
brought out Jesus, and 
sat down in his judg- 
ment seat. 


1. Then Pilate took 
Jesus, and had him 
flogged. 


2. And the soldiers who 
flogged him put a crown 
on his head, and a red 
robe on him. 


29. And gave him a 
stick in his hand, and 
bowed before him, mock- 
ing him. 


30. And they boxed his 
ears and beat him onthe 
head, and spit on him, 
and said, Hail, King of 
the Jews. 

14. It was the sixth 
hour, and Pilate said, 
This is your King. 


15, They cried, Take 
him and crucify him. 
Pilate said, You want 
me to crucify your king. 
The chief priests replied, 
We have no king but 
Ceesar. 


(a) Jesus had been saying all the time that the king- 
dom of God, which is in all men, must take the place of 
the kingdom of Cesar, and he was right. 


_Pilate wants to save Jesus; but he lives by the Hero- 
dian leaven, that is, for him the considerations of state are 
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higher than anything, and the chief priests know this, and 
lead him with these considerations of state, as by a leash, 
whither they want. 


5. ’EERNOev ody 6 I n- oe cag Be Then cai Jesus come one in 
iy FY n came Jesus forth, wear- his crown and red robe 
gots ew, popdv ror ing the crown of thorns, and said to them, Behold 
axdvOivov otépavov, kal and the purple robe. the man! 
70 mwoppupoty ivdriy. And Pilate saith unto 
kal éyer avrors, Tis 8 them, Behold the man! 


&vOpwros. 


From the context it is Jesus who says, Behold the 
man, and not Pilate. In the mouth of Jesus these words 
can have a deep significance, but in Pilate’s mouth none 
whatever. As a doubtful place, which is of no conse- 
quence to the teaching, it may be omitted. But in the 
mouth of Jesus these words have the following meaning: 
I am a man, remember this, and everything which you 
ought to do concerning me will be clear to all, and 
your disputes and dissensions will be ended. I am a 
man, and remembering this it will be clear to you that 
you can do nothing to me. 

The verse may even be left where it stands, but it is 
also in place here, since it corresponds to Pilate’s words, 
Behold your king. 

Pilate says, Behold your king. Jesus says, Behold the 
man. And as before Jesus in a short speech replied to 
the false accusations of the Jews, expressing his whole 
teaching, even so he now with one word answers all their 
doubts and expresses all his teaching. 

In the last verses certain transpositions in the harmo- 
nization of the four gospels were inevitable. What guided 
me in these transpositions was this, that Jesus was judged 
by his chief priests, then by Pilate, then was sent to 
Herod, and then back again to Pilate, who three times 
came out to the people, trying to free Jesus, and then was 
compelled to turn him over to be put to death, because 
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the chief priests said to him that the release of Jesus 
would be unfriendly to Cesar. 


16. Tére ody rapé5w- 
key avrov avrots, tva 
oTavpwO. 

31. *Héédvcav adbrodv 
Thy xdamvda, Kal évé- 
dvoav avroy Ta iparia 
avrod: Kal amnyayor 
avrov els TO oTavpHoat. 

17. Kal Bacragfwy 
Tov oTaupdy avTod é&nd- 
Bev els rov eyduevor 
Kpaviov rémov, bs déye- 
Tat ‘EBpaiort Todyo0a- 

18.”Omov avroy éorav- 
pwoay, Kal per avrod 
& ous dvo évredbev kal 
évrevbev, pécov dé Tov 
"Inoody. 

34. ‘O dé "Inoois 
éreye, Ldrep, &des av- 
Tots od yap oldacr rl 
mowvar.  Siameprfduevor 
be Ta iwdria adrod, €Ba- 
Aov KAApov. 

29. Kal of mapamo- 
pevduevor éBdacprwovy 
avTov, KivovvTes Tas 
Kepadas atT@y, Kal é- 
yovres, Ovd, 6 karadtwv 
Tov vady, Kal év Tpioly 
uépacs olkodouar, 

80. Zacov ceavror, 


kal kxardBa ard rod 
oTaupov. 
31. ‘Opolws 52 Kal 


ol dpxuepets éurralfovres 
mpos GAAHAOUS META TOV 
Ypaumar éwy devour,” A)- 
ous Ecwoev, éavTdyv od 
Ovvarar cOoat. 

82. ‘O Xpiocrds 6 
Baoire’s tod “Iopayd 
xkaraBaTw viv drd Tod 
oraupod, wa tiwuev Kai 
WloTevowpev. 


John xix. 16. Then 
delivered he him there- 
fore unto them to be 
crucified, 

Matt. xxvii. 31. They 
took the robe off from 
him, and put his own 
raiment on him, and led 
him away to crucify 
hin. 


John vix. 17. And he 
bearing his cross went 
forth into a place called 
the place of a_ skull, 
which is called in the 
Hebrew Golgotha: 


18. Where they cruci- 
fied him, and two others 
with him, on either side 
one, and Jesus in the 
midst. 


Luke xxiii. 34. Then 
said Jesus, Father, for- 
pive them; for they 

now not what they do. 
And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. 


Mark xv. 29. And 
they that passed by 
railed on him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, 
Ah, thou that destroyest 
the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, 


30. Save thyself, and 
come down from the 
cross. 


31. Likewise also the 
chief priests mocking 
said among themselves 
with the scribes, He 
saved others; himself he 
cannot save. 


32. Let Christ the King 
of Israel descend now 
from the cross, that we 
Imay see and believe. 


16. Then Pilate deliv- 
ered him to them to be 
crucified. 


31. And they took off 
his red robe, and put on 
his own garment, and 
led him away to crucify 
him, 


17. And he carried his 
cross to the place called 
Golgotha. 


18. And there they 
crucified him, and two 
others with him, on 
either side one, and 
Jesus in the middle. 


34. Jesus said, Father, 
forgive them, for they 
do not know what they 

oO. 


29. And the people 
mocked him: they came 
up, and shook their 
heads, saying, And thou 
wouldst destroy the 
temple, and build it up 
again in three days; 


30. Save thyself, and 
come down from the 
cross. 


31. And the chief 
riests and learned men 
aughed among them- 
selves, saying, He has 
saved others, but cannot 
save himself. 


32. Let Christ, the 
King of the Jews, come 
down from the cross and 
we will believe him, 
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43. IérrowWev érd rov 
Oeby: pucdcOw viv abrov, 
el Oédex abréy. elre yap, 
"Ore Ocod eus vids. 


86.’ Evéractov 5é av- 
T®@ kal of orpariGrar, 


44, Td 8 ard kat of 
Anoral of ocvoTravpw- 
Oévres adt@ wveldifov 
avrg. 

39. Els d¢ r&v kpe- 
pacbévTwy Kakovpywv 
éBracgpiyuer avrov, dé- 
yw, Hi od ef 6 Xpioros, 
o@oov ceavTov kal Nuas. 

40. ’AzoxpiOels dé 6 
érepos éreriua atr@, dé- 
ywv, O86 PoBy od Tov 
Ocdv, bre ev TH adT@ 
Kpluare el; 

41. Kal ayuets pev 
Oixalws: déia yap ay 
émpazauev arodkauBavo- 
pev: otros dé ovdév dro- 
mov émpate. 

42. Kat @deye Tq@ 
"Inood, Mvijcbnri pov, 
kupte, Srav €hOns ev Ty 
Baoirelg cov. 

43. Kal eirev air@ 
6 "Inoois, "Auiy Aéyw 
gol, onpepoy per e€uod 
gon év TE rapadeioy. 

46. Ilepi dé rv évvd- 
Thy pay aveBdnoev 6 
*Inoots gwrvy sueyadn, 
Aéywr, "HAL, HAL, Aaua 
caBaxOavl; rtobr’ eort, 
* @eé wou, Oe pov, tvarl 
pe éyxaréNures ;’ 

47. Tuves 5¢ rdv exe? 
éor drwy axovoarres éde- 
you, “Ort HAlav duvet 
obros. 

49. Ol 8é dorwol ere- 
yov, “Ades, Uwyuer el 
Zpxerat “HXlas ocwowr 
avrov. 


. Matt. xxvii. 43. He 
trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he 
will have him: for he 
said, I am the Son of 
God. 

Luke xxiii. 36. And 
the soldiers also mocked 
him. 

Matt. xxvii. 44. The 
thieves also, which were 
crucified with him, cast 
the same in his teeth. 


Luke xxiiti. 39. And 
one of the malefactors 
which were hanged 
railed on hiram, saying, 
If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us. 


40. But the other an- 
swering rebuked him, 
saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou 


art in the same con- 
demnation? 
41, And we _ indeed 


justly; for we receive 
the due reward of our 


deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing 
amiss. 


42. And he said unto 
Jesus, Lord, remember 
me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom. 


43. And Jesus said 
unto him, Verily 1 say 
unto thee, To-day shalt 
thou be with me in para- 
dise.é 

Matt. xxvii. 46. And 
about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani? that 
is to say, My God, my 
God, whye hast thou for- 
saken4 me? 


47. Some of them that 
stood there, when they 
heard that, said, This 
man calleth for Elias. 


49. The rest said, Let 
be, let us see whether 
Elias will come to save 
him, 
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_43. He trusted all the 
time in God; let him 
save himself now, for he 
says that he is the son 
of God. 


36. And the soldiers 
also mocked him. 


44. And the robbers, 
who were crucified with 
him, mocked him. 


39. And one of the rob- 
bers who were hanged 
with him, scolded him, 
saying, If thou art 
Christ, save thyself and 
us. 


40. But the other 
stopped him, saying, 
Dost thou not fear God? 
Thou art punished 
enough. 


41. We deserve it, but 
he has done no wrong. 


42. And he said to 
Jesus, Remember me, 
Lord, in thy kingdom. 


43. And Jesus said to 
him, Thou_ speakest 
truly: now thou art in 
paradise with me. 


46. About the ninth 
hour, Jesus said in a 
loud voice, Eli, Eli, la- 
ma sabachthani? which 
means, My God, my God, 
in what hast thou left 
me? 


47. Some of those who 
stood near heard it, and 


said, He is calling 
Elijah. 
49. And others said, 
Let be, let us see 
whether Elijah will 
come. 
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28. Mera rotro eldus 
6 Inoods, 8ru ravra Hon 
reréeoT at, iva TehewwyH 
H ypaph, Aeyet, Awd. 

48. Kal ev0éws Spaywv 
els €& a’r@v, kal AaBav 
onbyyov, mAjocas TE 
dtous, Kal epidels Ka- 
Adum, émdrifer adrédv. 

30. “Ore oby Zd\aBe 7d 
d&0s 6 Inoods, 

46. Kal gwvicas 
pwrn peyady 6°’ Incods 
elwe, Ildrep, els xelpds 
gov mapabjcouac Td 
mvevud [4ov. 

380. TerédXecra: Kal 
kAlvas Thv Kepadiy, 
mapédwke Td mvevua. 


John xix. 28. After 
this, Jesus knowing that 
all things were now ac- 
complished, that the 
Scripture might be ful- 
filled, saith, I thirst. 

Matt. xxvii. 48. And 
straightway one of them 
ran, and took a sponge, 
and filled it with vine- 
gar, and put itonareed, 
and gave him to drink. 


John xix. 30. When 
Jesus therefore had re- 
ceived the vinegar, 

Luke xxiii. 46. And 
when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he 
said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my 
spirit. 

John «xix. 30. It is 
finished: and he bowed 


his head, and gave up 
the ghost. 
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28. Then Jesus called 
out, I want to drink. 


48. And a man took a 
sponge, and filled it with 
vinegar, and put itona 
reed, and gave him this 
vinegar to drink. 


30. And when Jesus 
had partaken of the 
vinegar, 

46. He said in a loud 
voice, Father, into thy 
hands I give my spirit. 


30. It is finished: and 
he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost. 


(a) In many texts this is wanting. The robber has 
heard about a King Jesus, and says, Remember me in 
thy kingdom, that is, can I not in some way be with 


thee ? 


(b) The robber took pity on Jesus, and this feeling of 
pity was a manifestation of life, and so Jesus says to him, 


Thou livest. 


(c) Jesus is barely alive, and calls out, My God, in 
what, in what weary body, hast thou left my spirit. 
(d) éyxatanrelrrw, to leave in something. 


THE VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT OVER THE FLESH 


Having said this, Jesus went with his disciples into 


the garden of Gethsemane. 


And when he came into the 


garden, he said, Let us stay here, I want to pray. 
And he went up to Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 


and was sorrowful and grieved. And he said to them, 
My heart is heavy, I shall be sorrowful before my death. 
Stay here, and be not dispirited, as I am. 
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And he went a little distance away, and lay down on 
the ground on his face, and began to pray, and said, 
My Father, spirit, let it not be as I wish it, that I should 
not die, but do as thou wishest: let me die, but to thee, 
as a spirit, everything is possible, and so let me not be 
afraid of death and have the temptation of the flesh. 

Then he got up, and went up to his disciples, and saw 
that they were dispirited, and said to them, Can you not 
for one hour be strong in spirit, so as not to fall into the 
temptation of the flesh? The spirit is strong, but the flesh 
is weak. 

And again Jesus went away from them, and began to 
pray, and said, Father, if I must die, let me die, let thy 
will be done. 

And having said this, he again walked over to his dis- 
ciples, and he saw that they were even more dispirited 
than before, and were ready to weep. And he went 
away from them again, and said for the third time, 
Father, thy will be done. 

Then he returned to the disciples, and said to them, 
Sleep awhile and rest yourselves, for now the son of 
man will soon be delivered into the hands of the men 
of the world. Then wake up, for he who will betray me 
is coming already. 

And when he had said this, Judas, one of the twelve 
disciples, suddenly appeared, and with him there was a 
large crowd of people with clubs and knives. 

Judas knew that Jesus and his disciples frequently 
came to this garden, and so he brought there the guards 
and the servants of the chief priests. He said to them, I 
will bring you where he is with the disciples, and that 
you may be able to recognize him, watch whom I shall 
kiss first, for it is he. 

And he went up to Jesus, and said, Hail, teacher, and 
kissed him. 

And Jesus said to him, Didst thou come for this ? 
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Then the guards surrounded Jesus, and wanted to take 
him. And Peter took a knife away from one of the serv- 
ants of the chief priests, and cut off his ear. 

Jesus said, We must not resist evil; let this be. And 
he said to Peter, Give the sword back to him from whom 
thou tookest it; he who takes up the sword will perish 
by the sword. 

After this Jesus turned to the whole crowd, and said, 
Why did you come against me with weapons, as against a 
robber? Have I not been every day amidst you in the 
temple, teaching you? Why did you not take me then? 
You could do nothing to me in the light of the day, for 
your power is only in the darkness. 

When his disciples saw that he was taken, they fled. 
Then the chief commanded the soldiers to take Jesus 
and bind him, and to take him first to Annas, who was 
Caiaphas’s father-in-law, for Caiaphas was the high priest 
in that year, and was living with his father-in-law. It 
was the same Caiaphas who had been planning to destroy 
Jesus. He considered it useful for the nation to des- 
troy Jesus, for if he did not destroy Jesus, it would 
have been worse for the whole nation. 

And Jesus was brought into the yard of the house, 
where the high priest was living. 

While they were leading Jesus there, one of the dis- 
ciples, Peter, walked behind, to see where they were going 
to take him. When they took him into the courtyard of 
the high priest, Peter went there himself to see how it 
would all end. And a girl in the yard saw Peter, and 
said to him, Art thou also with Jesus of Galilee ? 

Peter was frightened, lest he should be also accused, 
and said in a loud voice before all the people, I do not 
know what thou sayest. 

Then, when Jesus was taken into the house, and Peter 
entered the vestibule with the people, and a woman was 
warming herself at the fire, and Peter went up to her, the 
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woman looked at him, and said to the people, Behold, 
this man looks as though he belonged to Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

Peter was frightened even more than béfore, and swore 
that he had never been with Jesus, and did not know 
what kind of a man Jesus was. 

A little while later some men walked over to Peter, 
and said, It looks, though, as if thou wert one of these 
seditious people ; we can tell by thy speech that thou art 
from Galilee. 

Then Peter began to curse and swear that he had never 
seen or known Jesus. And the moment he had said this, 
a cock crew. And Peter recalled the words which Jesus 
had spoken, when Peter swore that though all might 
deny him, he would not deny him. Jesus had said, To- 
night thou wilt deny me thrice before cockcrow. And 
Peter went away from the yard, and wept bitterly. 

And the pastors, chief priests, scribes, and rulers as- 
sembled at the house of the high priest. And when all 
were assembled, they brought Jesus, and the chief priests 
asked him what his doctrine consisted in, and who his 
disciples were. 

And Jesus replied, I have always spoken before all, 
and have never concealed anything from men. What 
askest thou me about? Ask those who have heard and 
understood my teaching, and they will tell thee. 

When Jesus said this, one of the chief priests’ servants 
struck Jesus in the face, and said, With whom art thou 
speaking? Is this the way to answer a chief priest ? 

Jesus said, If I spoke badly, say so; but if I did not 
speak badly, why do you beat me? 

The pastors, the chief priests, tried to accuse Jesus, and 
at first did not find any good cause for which he might be 
sentenced. Then they found two false witnesses. These 
false witnesses said of Jesus, We ourselves heard this 
man say, I will destroy this hand-made temple of yours, 
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and in three days will build you up another temple of 
God, one which is not made by hand. 

But even this was not sufficient cause for an accusation. 
And so the chief priest called out Jesus, and said, Why 
dost thou not reply to their testimony ? 

Jesus was silent, and said nothing. 

Then the chief priest said to him, Tell me, then, art 
thou the Christ, the son of God ? 

Jesus answered him, and said, Yes, I am Christ, the 
son of God. And you will soon see for yourselves that 
the son of God is equal to God. 

Then the chief priest called out, Thou blasphemest 
God, and now we need no further proofs: we have all 
heard thee blaspheme God. 

And the chief priest turned to the assembly, and said, 
You have heard yourselves that he blasphemes God, so 
what do you sentence him to? 

And all said, We condemn him to death. 

And then all the people and the guards pressed forward 
toward Jesus, and began to spit into his face, and strike 
him, and scratch him. They covered his eyes, and boxed 
his ears, and asked, Well, prophet, canst thou guess who 
has struck thee ? 

And Jesus was silent. 

After they had mocked him, they bound him and took 
him before Pontius Pilate. 

And he was brought to the court. Pilate, the governor, 
came out to them, and asked, Of what do you accuse this 
man ? 

They said, This man is doing evil, and so we have 
brought him before thee. 

Pilate said to them, If he does evil, judge him your- 
selves according to your law. 

And they said, We have brought him to thee that thou 
shouldst put him to death, for we may not kill. 

And so that which Jesus had wished was fulfilled: he 
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had said that he must be prepared to die on the cross at 
the hands of the Romans, and not by his own death, or 
at the hands of the Jews. 

When Pilate asked him of what they accused him, 
they said that he was guilty in that he created sedition 
among the people, forbidding them to pay taxes to Cesar, 
and calling himself Christ and king. 

Pilate listened to them, and commanded that Jesus be 
brought to the court. When Jesus came in to him, 
Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews ? 

Jesus said, Why dost thou ask? Dost thou ask in 
thy own name whether I am the King of the Jews, 
or dost thou ask whether what they say of me is true? 

Pilate said, I am not a Jew, and it makes no difference 
to me what thou callest thyself, but I ask thee only what 
thou hast done? Didst thou call thyself king ? 

Jesus replied, I taught the kingdom which is not of 
earth. 

To this Pilate replied, Still thou considerest thyself 
a king. 

Jesus said, Not only I, but even thou canst not help 
considering me a king. All I teach is to reveal the 
truth to you. And every man who lives by the truth 
will understand me. 

Pilate did not wish to listen to Jesus, and said, 
Thou speakest of truth; what is truth? and having 
said this, he turned around and went again to the chief 
priests, and said to them, In my opinion this man has 
done no wrong. 

And the chief priests were persistent, and said that he 
had done much wrong and was creating sedition in all of 
Judea as far as Galilee. { 

Then Pilate began to question Jesus once more in the 
presence of the chief priests, but Jesus made no reply. 

Thou seest how they accuse thee, so why dost thou not 
justify thyself ? 
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But Jesus kept silence, and did not say another word, 
so that Pilate marvelled at him. 

Pilate happened to think that Galilee was under 
Herod’s jurisdiction, and so he asked, Is he from Galilee ? 

He was told, Yes. 

Then he said, If he is from Galilee, he is under Herod’s 
jurisdiction, and I will send him to Herod. 

Herod was at that time in Jerusalem, and Pilate sent 
Jesus to Jerusalem to Herod, that he might get rid of him. 
When Jesus was brought to Herod, Herod was very glad 
to see him. He had heard a great deal about Jesus, and 
wanted to know what kind of a man he was. Herod 
called him up, and began to question him concerning 
everything he wanted to know, but Jesus did not answer 
him. But the chief priests and teachers accused him 
fiercely, as before Pilate, saying that he was a rioter. 
And Herod regarded Jesus as a worthless man, and, to 
rail at him, ordered his servants to put a red robe on him, 
and sent him back to Pilate. 

Herod was satisfied that Pilate had respected him 
by sending Jesus to his court, and so they made peace, 
for they had been at odds before. When Jesus was 
brought back to Pilate, Pilate once more called the chief 
priests and rulers of the Jews, and said to them, You 
brought this man to me, saying that he created sedition 
among the people, and I questioned him in your presence, 
and do not see that he is a rioter. I sent him with you 
to Herod, and you see that nothing harmful was found 
there against him, and so it is my opinion that there is no 
cause for putting him to death, and that it would be 
better to set him free. 

When the chief priests heard this, they cried out, No, 
put him to death, put him to death in Roman fashion. 
Crucify him. 

Pilate heard what they said, and replied to the chief 
priests, Very well; but it is your habit to pardon a 
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criminal at your feast. There is a murderer and rioter, 
Barabbas by name, who is sitting in my prison. One of 
the two you must release: whom will you pardon, Jesus 
or Barabbas ? 

Pilate wanted to save Jesus, but the chief priests 
instructed the people to cry, Barabbas, Barabbas! 

And so Pilate said, And what will you do with Jesus? 
And they cried again, In Roman fashion, on the cross, 
crucify him! 

And Pilate tried to persuade them, saying, Why do you 
urge me so? He has not done anything for which he 
should be put to death, and he has done you no wrong. 
I will release him, for I see no guilt in him. 

The chief priests and their servants cried, Crucify him, 
crucify him ! 

And Pilate said to them, If so, take him and crucify 
him, for I see no fault in him. 

The chief priests replied, We demand that which comes 
to him for calling himself the son of God. 

When Pilate heard these words, he was troubled, for he 
did not know what was meant by the words, Son of God. 
And he went back to the court, and called Jesus, and 
asked him, Who art thou, and whence dost thou come ? 

But Jesus made no reply to him. - 

Then Pilate said, Why dost thou not answer? Dost 
thou not see that thou art in my power, and that I can 
crucify or release thee ? 

Jesus answered him, The evil is that thou hast the 
power ; if thou wert not entrusted with power, the He- 
rodians would not have enticed thee and led thee into 
offence, both thee, and themselves and the teachers with 
thee. 

Pilate wished to release Jesus, but the Jews said to 
him, If thou lettest Jesus go, thou wilt prove that thou 
art not a faithful servant of Cesar, for he who makes 
himself a king is Cesar’s enemy. 
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When Pilate heard these words, he understood that he 
could not help but put Jesus to death. 

Then Pilate went out to the Jews, took some water, 
washed his hands before the people, and said, I am 
not guilty of the blood of this righteous man. 

And the whole people cried out, Let the blood be on us 
and on our children. 

Thus the chief priests prevailed. Pilate sat down in 
his judgment seat, and ordered Jesus to be flogged. 
When he was flogged, the soldiers who flogged him put a 
crown on his head, and gave him a stick into his hands, 
and threw a red robe over his shoulders, and began to 
mock him. They bowed before him in mockery, and 
said, Rejoice, King of the Jews; and they struck his 
face and head, and spit into his face. 

Pilate said to them, How can you have your king 
crucified ? 

But the chief priests cried out, Crucify him; our king 
is Cesar, — crucify him. 

Jesus came out in the crown and the red robe, and said, 
Behold, here is a man. 

Then Pilate ordered that he be crucified. 

The red robe was taken off Jesus and his own was 
put on him, and he was told to carry his own cross 
to the place called Golgotha, in order that they might 
crucify him there. And he carried his cross and came 
to Golgotha. And there they stretched Jesus out on the 
cross, and two men with him, one at each side of him, and 
Jesus in the middle. 

As they were crucifying Christ, he said, Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing. 

And when Jesus was already hanging on the cross, the 
people surrounded him, and mocked him. 

They came up, and shook their heads, and said, Well, 
thou wouldst destroy the temple of Jerusalem and build 
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it up again in three days, so save thyself and come down 
from the cross. 

And the chief priests and pastors stood there, and 
mocked him, and said, Thou hast saved others, but thou 
canst not save thyself. Show us that thou art Christ, 
come down from the cross, and then we will believe thee. 
He has been saying that he is the son of God, and that 
God would not leave him, so why has God left him now? 

And the people and chief priests and soldiers mocked 
him, and so did one of the robbers who were:crucified 
with him. 

One of the robbers, mocking him, said, If thou art 
Christ, save thyself and us. 

But the other robber heard this, and said, Dost thou 
not fear God? Thou art thyself on the cross, and yet 
railest at an innocent man. Thou and I are being pun- 
ished for what we have done, but this man has done no 
wrong. 

And turning to Jesus, this robber said to him, Sir, 
remember me in thy kingdom. 

And Jesus said to him, Thou art blessed with me 
at once. 

In the ninth hour Jesus, being worn out, cried out in a 
loud voice, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani, which means, My 
God, my God, in what hast thou left me ? 

And when they heard this among the people, they 
began to speak and laugh, He is calling Elijah the 
prophet; let us see how Elijah will come. 

Then Jesus said, I want to drink, and a man took 
a sponge, dipped it in vinegar, for a vat of it was stand- 
ing near by, and raised it up to Jesus on a reed. 

Jesus sucked the sponge, and said in a loud voice, It is 
finished. Father, into thy hands I give up my spirit. 

And inclining his head, he gave up the ghost. 


CONCLUSION TO THE INVESTIGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL 


WirH the words, It is finished, the Gospel is ended. 
To those who saw the divinity of Jesus in this, that he 
was not like other men, the resurrection may have been 
convincing, that is, may have proved to them that he was 
not like other men, and only that he was not like other 
men, and nothing else; but only to those who saw Jesus 
die, and were convinced that he was dead, and then saw 
him alive, and were convinced that he was alive. But, 
according to the description of the evangelists, except 
Luke, who suddenly mentions his ascension in the pres- 
ence of five hundred men, there were no such people, for 
according to their description he came as a dream, as 
a vision. 

Let us even assume that he came in the flesh, and that 
Thomas put his fingers into his wounds, what did this 
prove to Thomas? That he was not like other men. 
But what follows from his not being like other men? 
Only this, that other people, such as all are, would find it 
very hard or impossible to do what a special being did. 
But if even it were necessary to convince people that he 
was not like other men, his appearance to Thomas and 
ten other men and later to five hundred men could not 
have convinced others, who had not seen this resurrection ; 
it was only the disciples who told of the resurrection, but 
one can tell anything one wishes; to believe the stories 
of the disciples, one must have the assurance that these 
stories are true. And to confirm the truth of their stories 
the disciples tell that tongues of fire descended upon them, 
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and that they themselves wrought miracles, healed, and 
raised from the dead. Again, that the tongues came 
down and that the disciples raised from the dead and 
healed, the disciples of the disciples prove by new 
miracles, and so until the present relics and saints heal 
and raise from the dead; and it turns out that the divin- 
ity of Christ is based on the story of unusual events. But 
the stories of unusual events are based on stories of other 
unusual events, and the last unusual events have not been 
seen by men in their sound senses. 

Very well, Christ was raised from the dead, made his 
appearance, and flew to heaven: has this explained any- 
thing? has it added anything to his teaching? Nothing, 
absolutely nothing, except the necessity of inventing new, 
unnecessary miracles, in order to confirm this invented, 
unnecessary miracle. We have seen and read the teach- 
ing about Christ’s life previous to the resurrection, and in 
the most corrupt parts of this teaching there shines always 
the light of the truth which he announced to the world. 
No matter how crudely the recording evangelists compre- 
hended the teaching, they rendered the words and actions 
of the man Jesus, and the light startles us. Now what 
is added to the teaching after the resurrection by what 
Christ did and said after the resurrection ? 

He appears for some reason to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom he had cast seven devils, and tells her not to touch 
him, for he has not yet entered to his Father. 

Then he appears to the women, and tells them that he 
will come to his brothers. 

Then he appears to his disciples, and explains some- 
thing to them of Moses in the whole Scripture. 

And now they see him, and now they do not see him. 
Then he appears to his disciples, rebukes them for not 
believing, shows them his side, and breathes on them, and 
this causes the sins to be remitted to those to whom they 
remit them. Then he appears to Thomas, and says noth- 
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ing. Then he catches fish, a large amount of them, with 
his disciples, and says three times to Peter, Feed my 
sheep, and predicts Peter’s death. 

Then he appears to a crowd of five hundred at once, 
and again he says nothing. Then he says that to him 
is given power in heaven and on earth, and that therefore 
they must bathe people in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and that he who is bathed will 
be saved, and that those to whom they will transmit this 
spirit will take up snakes and drink poison without harm, 
and speak in all languages, which they naturally have 
never done. Then he flies to heaven. He said nothing 
more. What sense was there in his resurrection, since 
he did and said only these foolish things ? 

And so: 

1. The resurrection, like any story about something 
incomprehensible, cannot prove anything. 

2. The resurrection, like any miracle, if a man has seen 
it, can prove only that something contrary to the laws of 
reason has happened, and that a man who has been sub- 
ject to a miracle has been subject to something unusual, 
and nothing else. But if on the basis of a miracle the 
conclusion is drawn that a man who is not subject to 
the laws of reason is an unusual man, such a conclusion 
is correct only for those who contemplate the miracle, 
and only as long as they contemplate it. A story about 
a miracle cannot convince any one, so that the truth has 
to be confirmed by a miracle which has taken place with 
the one who tells about it. The confirmation of the truth 
of a miracle by another miracle inevitably leads to the 
fabrication of new miracles, up to our own time, in order 
to confirm the truth of the narrator, though in our time 
we see clearly that there are no miracles, and that, as 
miracles are invented for the present time, they must 
have been invented for the past. The story about the 
miracle of Christ’s resurrection betrays its untruth in that 
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it sharply differs in its primitiveness, insignificance, and, 
simply, stupidity from all previous descriptions of Christ’s 
life, and shows clearly that the story of Christ’s real life 
had for its foundation actual life, full of depth and holi- 
ness; but the story of the resurrection and the supposed 
actions and speeches after it no longer had life for its 
basis, and is altogether a fabrication. No matter how crude 
and primitive the description of Christ’s life is, the holi- 
ness of his life and the elevation of his personality shines 
through the crudeness and primitiveness of the writers ; 
but when there is no longer anything real at the basis of 
the description, but only mere inventions, this primitive- 
ness and crudeness appear in all their nakedness. They 
have evidently managed to raise him from the dead, but 
they cannot make him say or do anything worthy of 
him. 

3. The miracle of the resurrection is directly opposed 
to the teaching of Christ, consequently it was hard to 
make Christ say anything characteristic of him after the 
resurrection, since the very idea that he could rise from 
the dead is contrary to the whole meaning of his teaching. 
We must fail to comprehend his whole teaching, in order 
that we may conceive of the possibility of his resurrection 
in the body. He even directly denied the resurrection, ex- 
plaining how we were to understand the resurrection of 
which the Jews spoke. 

How the dead are raised, he said, Moses showed in 
the bush, when he called God the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; God is 
not a God of the dead, but of the living; for to God all 
are living. He said, The spirit brings to life, and the 
flesh is of little avail. He said, I am the living bread, 
which has come down from heaven. He said, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. He said, I am the resur- 
rection and the life. And him who taught that he was 
that which was sent from God into the world, to give 
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life to men; that which gave life; that which is the 
spirit; that which does not die; that which will return 
to men as the spirit of truth, — him they understood to 
say that he was to rise from the dead in the flesh. Indeed, 
what could that Jesus do, who was glad to return to the 
Father, that Jesus who, dying, said, Into thy hands I 
give up my spirit? What could he do and say, when he 
was imagined to have risen from the dead in the flesh, 
except what was contrary to his teaching? And so it 
was. 

This legend of the resurrection, which is expressed in 
the last chapters of the gospels, which did not have 
Christ’s life and words for its basis, and which wholly 
belongs to the views held by the recorders of the gos- 
pels on the life and teaching of Jesus, is remarkable and 
instructive in that these chapters clearly show the depth 
of the layer of misunderstanding, with which the whole 
description of Jesus’ life and teaching is covered. It is 
as though a precious painting were covered with a thick 
layer of paint, and those spots, where the paint got on 
the bare wall, showed clearly the depth of the layer 
which covered the picture itself. The story of the resur- 
rection gives the key for the comprehension and explana- 
tion of all miracles, of which the Gospel is full, and of 
those contradictory words and conceptions by which the 
meaning of the best passages of the teaching is frequently 
destroyed. 

It is not known who wrote the fourth gospel, and the 
history of criticism has come to the conclusion that we 
shall never find that out. There may be more or less 
probable suppositions as to time, place, persons; supposi- 
tions as to what gospel, or what part of what gospel, 
is copied from another, but their origin is unknown. We 
cannot judge of the historical trustworthiness of the Gos- 
pel, but we are able to judge of the quality of the books 
themselves. We can judge as to what formed the foun- 
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dation of the Christian beliefs of men, and what did not 
have any influence on the beliefs. 

From this side we see in the gospels two sharply dis- 
tinguished parts of the expositions: one the exposition 
of the teaching; the other, an attempt at proving the 
truth of the teaching, or, more correctly, the importance 
of the teaching, such as are the miracles, prophecies, and 
predictions. The teaching has passed the centuries unim- 
paired, — all agree on this. The proofs, which, no doubt, 
were proofs, now form the chief stumbling-block in the 
acceptance of the teaching. 

To this part belong all the miracles and the chief 
miracle, the resurrection. In the description of the 
resurrection, aS in an event fabricated without any 
foundation, it is easiest of all to follow out the methods 
of the formation of such legends, and the causes of 
their acceptance, and the methods of their exposition, 
and their significance, and their consequences. The 
origin of the legend of the resurrection was a confir- 
mation of the veracity of the writers (except Luke), and 
it is written down in the gospels so clearly that every 
unbiassed man cannot help but see the most natural 
germ of the legend, such as around us spring up every 
day in the stories of miraculous relics, saints, magicians. 
The stories and articles of spiritualism, of the girl who 
materialized and danced, are told more definitely and 
more circumstantially than the story of the resurrection. 
Nothing could be clearer than the history of the growth 
of this legend. On the Sabbath they went to see the 
' grave. The body was not there. Evangelist John tells 
that they said that the disciples had taken out the body. 
Women come to the grave, one of them Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom seven devils have been cast, and she is the 
first to say that she saw something at the grave, some- 
thing like a gardener, or an angel, or him himself. The 
story passes from gossips to gossips, and then to the dis- 
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ciples. Eighty years later they tell that such and such 
a man saw him there and then, but all the accounts are 
- contradictory and indefinite. The disciples do not invent 

them, — so much is evident, — but none of the men who 
revere his memory dare contradict what, in their opinion, 
tends to add to his glory, and, above all, to convince 
others that he is from God, and that God produced a 
miracle in his honour. It seems to them that this is 
the best proof, and the legend grows and spreads. 

The legend aids in the dissemination of the teaching, 
but the legend is a lie, while the teaching is truth. And 
so the teaching is no longer transmitted in all the purity 
of the truth, but intermingled with the lie. One lie pro- 
vokes another for its confirmation. New false legends 
of miracles are told in confirmation of the first false 
legend. There appear legends of miracles wrought by 
the followers of Christ and of miracles which preceded 
him,—of his procreation, his birth, his whole life, — 
and the whole teaching is mixed with lies. The whole 
exposition of his life and teaching is covered up by a 
thick layer of paint of the miraculous, which dims the 
teaching. New believers join Christ’s faith, not so much 
in consequence of his teaching, as of the faith in the 
miraculousness of his life and actions. And there comes 
that terrible time, when there appears the conception of 
faith, not of wéoris, of which Christ speaks (the inward 
inevitableness of conviction, which becomes the basis of 
life), but as a consequence of an effort of will, when one 
can say, | command you to believe, I want to believe, 
you must believe. There comes the time, when all the 
false legends take the place of the teaching, all are gath- 
ered into one, are formulated, and are expressed as dogma, 
that is, as decrees. The crowd, the rude crowd, takes 
possession of the teaching, and, smearing it over with the 
false legends, obscures it. 

But, in spite of all the efforts of the crowd, the chosen 
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people see the truth through all the mire of lies and carry 
it in all its purity through the ages, by the side of the 
lies, and in this form the teaching reaches us. He who 
in our day, be he Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, Milker, 
Stundist, Khlyst, Eunuch, Rationalist, or of any other 
creed, reads the Gospel, finds himself in a strange posi- 
tion. He who does not purposely shut his eyes cannot 
help but see that, if there is not everything in it which 
we know and live by, there is at least something very 
wise and significant. But this wisdom and significance 
is expressed in such a monstrously bad way, as Gothe 
says, that one cannot find a worse written book than the 
Gospel, and is buried in such a lumber of monstrous, 
stupid, even unpoetical legends that one does not know 
what to do with this book. There is no other interpreta- 
tion in this book than what the different churches give 
to it. These interpretations are all filled with absurdities 
and contradictions, so that in the beginning one is con- 
fronted with an alternative: either, as the Russian prov- 
erb has it, to get furious at the lice and chuck the fur 
coat into the stove, that is, to reject the whole as absurd, 
as ninety-nine of every hundred men actually do, or to 
subvert reason, as the church commands us to do, and 
accept everything stupid and unimportant with what is 
wise and important, which is actually done by the remain- 
ing hundredth of men, who either have no vision, or know 
how to squint in such a way that they do not see what 
they do not wish to see. But this alternative is not firmly 
grounded. It is enough to show these people what they 
did not wish to see, and they involuntarily reject with 
the lie the truth which was mixed in with it. What is 
terrible in this case is this, that the lie, which is smeared 
in with the truth, is not smeared in by the enemies of 
truth, but by its first friends: that this lie was considered 
of importance and served as the first instrument for the 
dissemination and propagation of truth is proved by this, 
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that the lie about Christ’s resurrection was, during the 
times of the apostles and the martyrs of the first centu- 
ries, the chief proof of the truth of Christ’s teaching. It 
is true, this same fable of the resurrection was also the 
chief cause of unbelief in the teaching. The pagans in 
all the lives of the first Christian martyrs call them men 
who believe in this, that their crucified one rose from the 
dead, and quite legitimately rail at them for this. 

But the Christians did not see this, just as the popes 
in Kiev do not see that their straw-stuffed relics are on 
the one hand an incitement to faith, and on the other an 
obstacle to it. Then, during the first times of Christian- 
ity, it cannot be denied that they were necessary; I am 
even willing to admit that they codperated in the dis- 
semination and confirmation of faith. I can imagine 
how, thanks to faith in the miracle, men came to see 
the importance of the teaching and turned to it. The 
miracle was not a proof of the truth, but of the im- 
portance of the matter. The miracle attracted attention, 
—the miracle was an advertisement. Everything which 
happened was foretold; a voice speaks from heaven, the 
sick are healed, the dead rise, — how, then, can one help 
directing his attention to the teaching, and trying to 
grasp it? Its truth enters the soul, but the miracles are 
only an advertisement. Thus the lie was useful. But it 
could be useful only in the first time, and only because 
it attracted men to the truth. If there had been no lie, 
the teaching might have been disseminated more quickly 
still. But there is no need of considering what might 
have happened. The life of that time concerning the 
miracles may be compared with this, as if a man sowed a 
forest, and in the sowing put up a sign saying that God 
sowed this forest, and that he who does not believe that 
there is a forest here will be eaten up by monsters. Men 
are to believe it, and must beware of tramping down the 
forest. This might have been useful and necessary in its 
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time, when there was not any forest there, but when the 
forest grows up, it is evident that that which was useful 
became unnecessary and harmful, as a lie. The same is 
true of the belief in miracles, which is connected with the 
teaching: the belief in them aided in the propagation of 
the faith, — they may have been useful; but the teaching 
has been disseminated and confirmed, and the belief in 
miracles has become useless and harmful. So long as 
they believed in miracles and in the le, it happened that 
the teaching itself took such firm root that its stability 
and dissemination became an essential proof of its truth. 
The teaching has passed unimpaired through the ages, — 
all agree to this, — and the external, miraculous proofs of 
its truths now form the chief stumbling-block in accept- 
ing the teaching. To us now the proofs of the truth and 
importance of Christ’s teaching are only an obstacle which 
prevents our seeing the significance of Christ. 

Its existence of eighteen hundred years among billions 
of people sufficiently attests its importance. Maybe it 
was necessary to say that the forest was planted by God 
and that a monster guarded it and God defended it; 
maybe it was necessary to say so as long as there was no 
forest ; but now I live in this forest of eighteen hundred 
years of existence, when it has all grown up and sur- 
rounds me on all sides. I need no proofs that it exists: 
it does exist. So let us leave out what was necessary at 
some past period, in order to make the forest grow, — to 
form the teaching of Christ. 

Many things were necessary, but the question is not the 
investigation of how the teaching was formed; the ques- 
tion is as to the significance of the teaching. It is the 
business of history to investigate how the teaching was 
formed; but for the comprehension of the meaning of the 
teaching we do not need any reflections on the methods 
used for the confirmation of the truth of the teaching. 
These two parts are sharply separated in all the gospels; 
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as I have said, the four gospels are like a wonderful 
painting which for temporary purposes is all covered up 
with a deep layer of paint. This paint is continued 
to both sides of the painting: the layer over the bare 
wall, — previous to the birth of Christ, — all the legends 
about John the Baptist, about the procreation, and about 
the birth; then follows the layer over the painting, — 
miracles, prophecies, and predictions; and then the layer 
over the bare wall again, —the legends of the resurrec- 
tion and the acts of the apostles, etc. Knowing*the 
thickness of the layer and its composition, we must 
scratch it off where it runs over the bare wall and is 
particularly evident in the legend of the resurrection, 
and carefully scrape it off from the whole painting, and 
then only shall we understand the painting in all its 
significance, and it is this that I have been trying to do. 
My idea is as follows: The Gospel consists of two dis- 
tinct parts so far as purposes are concerned. One is the 
exposition of Christ’s teaching ; the other is the proof of 
the importance and divinity of this teaching. All the 
churches agree on this. The proofs of the importance 
and divinity of Christ’s teaching are based on the con- 
sciousness of the truth of Christ’s teaching (on which all 
the churches also agree) and on external historical proofs 
of the significance, importance, and divinity of the teach- 
ing, such as were collected in the gospels in the first time 
of the teaching and such as, by their essence, could have 
been convincing only to the eye-witnesses, but in our 
time attain the opposite result, by repelling from the com- 
prehension of and belief in the teaching of the church, 
not the enemies of Christ, but the men who are sincerely 
devoted to the teaching. Nor can the churches help 
admitting that the aim of these proofs of the importance 
is the conviction of the truth of the teaching, and if there 
presents itself another, not an internal, but an external, 
-historical proof of the importance of the teaching, which 
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is complete, incontrovertible, and clear, then we must 
reject those proofs which call forth incredulity and which 
serve as an obstacle in the propagation of the teaching, 
and hold on to the incontrovertible and clear external 
proof of the importance. Such a proof, which did not 
exist in the first times, is the dissemination of the teach- 
ing itself, which penetrates all human knowledge, serves as 
a foundation of human life, and is constantly expanding. 
Thus, in order that we may understand the teaching, we 
not only can, but must inevitably put aside from the 
teaching all those proofs of its truth, which give way to 
other indubitable proofs, and which give nothing for the 
comprehension of the teaching and serve as a chief ob- 
stacle to its acceptance. Even if these proofs were not 
harmful, they are no longer necessary, since they have an 
entirely different purpose and can add nothing to the 
teaching. 


SHORT EXPOSITION OF THE 
GOSPEL 


1882 


(Tux Short Exposition of the Gospel is an abbreviation of the 
preceding work, from which it differs but slightly in wording, hence 
all that is given here is the Preface and the Conclusion, which are 
not in the larger work, and a synopsis of the Gospel verses which 
are quoted in this Short Exposition. —Translator’s Note.) 


SHORT EXPOSITION OF THE 
GOSPEL 


PREFACE 


Tus Short Exposition of the Gospel is an extract from 
a large work which is lying in manuscript and cannot be 
printed in Russia. 

This work consists of four parts : 

1. An exposition of that course of my private ‘life and 
of my thoughts which have led me to the conviction that 
the truth is to be found in the Christian teaching. 

2. An exposition of the Christian teaching according 
to the interpretations of the church in general, —the 
apostles, the councils, and the so-called fathers of the 
church, and proofs of the falseness of these interpreta- 
tions. 

3. An investigation of the Christian teaching, not 
according to these interpretations, but according to what 
has reached us from the teaching of Christ, as ascribed to 
him and recorded in the gospels, and a translation and 
harmonization of the gospels. 

4, An exposition of the real meaning of the Christian 
teaching, of the causes why it was distorted, and of the 
consequences which its preaching was to have. 

This Short Exposition of the Gospel is an abbreviation 
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of the third part. The harmonization of the four gospels 
is made in accordance with the meaning of the teaching. 
In this harmonization I had hardly to depart from the 
order in which the gospels are expounded, so that in my 
harmonization there are rather fewer transpositions of the 
verses of the Gospel than in the majority of concordances 
known to me, and fewer than in the harmonization of the 
four gospels by Grechulévich. 

In the Gospel of John there are no transpositions in my 
harmonization: it is expounded in the same order as in 
the original. 

The division of the Gospel into twelve chapters, or six 
(if each two be united), resulted naturally from the mean- 
ing of the teaching. 

Here is the meaning of these words: 

1. Man is the son of the infinite principle, the son of 
this Father, not in the flesh, but in the spirit. 

2. Therefore man must serve this principle in the 
spirit. 

3. The life of all men has a divine beginning. It alone 
is holy. 

4, Therefore man must serve this principle in the life 
of all men. Such is the will of the Father. 

5. Only the ministering to the will of the Father of 
life gives the true, that is, the rational, life. 

6. Therefore the gratification of one’s will is not neces- 
sary for the true life. 

7. The temporal, carnal life is a food for the true life, 
—a material for the rational life. 

8. Therefore the true life is outside of time, — it is 
only in the present. 

9. The deception of the life of time, of the life of the 
past and of the future, conceals from men the true life, — 
of the present. 

10. Therefore man must strive to destroy the decep- 
tion of the temporal life of the past and of the future. 
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11. The true life is not only outside of time, —a life 
of the present, but it is also outside of personality, — it is 
the common life of men. 

12. Therefore he who lives in the present the common 
life of all men unites with the Father, the beginning and 
foundation of life. 

Each two chapters have between them the connection 
of cause and effect. In addition to the twelve chapters 
there are added to the exposition: the introduction from 
the first chapter of John, in which the writer speaks in 
his own name about the meaning of the whole teaching, 
and a conclusion from the epistle of the same writer 
(written, no doubt, before the gospels), which contains a 
general deduction from everything which precedes. The 
introduction and conclusion do not form any essential 
part of the teaching. They are only general views of the 
whole teaching. Although the introduction and the con- 
clusion may be omitted without any loss to the meaning 
of the teaching (the more so since these two parts were 
written in the name of John, and not of Jesus), I have 
retained them, because in a simple and rational under- 
standing of Christ’s teaching these parts, confirming one 
another and the whole teaching, in contradistinction to 
the queer interpretations of the church, furnish the sim- 
plest indication of the meaning which ought to be ascribed 
to the teaching. 

In the beginning of each chapter I have placed, besides 
a short definition of the contents, the words of the prayer, 
which Jesus taught his disciples to recite, and which befit 
the particular chapters. 

When I finished my work, I discovered to my surprise 
and joy that the so-called Lord’s prayer is nothing but a 
briefly expressed exposition of the teaching of Jesus in 
the very order in which the chapters were arranged by 
me, and that each expression of the prayer corresponded 
to the meaning and order of the words. 
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. Our Father 
. Which art in heaven, 


. Hallowed be thy name. 


FP wo Ne 


. Thy kingdom come. 


5. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, 

6. So in earth, 

7. Give us our daily bread 


8. To-day. 


9. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 


10. And lead us not into 
temptation, 

11. But deliver us from evil: 

12. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory. 
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Man is the son of God. 

God is the infinite spiritual 
principle of life. 

Let this principle of life be 
holy. 

May his power be realized in 
all men. 

May the will of this infinite 
principle be done in himself, 

So also in the flesh. 

The temporal life is the food 
for the true life. 

The true life is in the pres- 
ent. 

And let not our transgressions 
and errors conceal the true life 
from us. 

Let them not lead us into 
deception, 

And so there will be no evil. 

And let there be thy domin- 
ion, and power, and reason. 


In the extensive exposition of the third part, which 
is in manuscript, the Gospel, according to the four evan- 
gelists, is translated and explained in full, without the 
least omissions; but in the present exposition the follow- 
ing verses are left out: The procreation and birth of John 
the Baptist, his imprisonment and death, the birth of 
Jesus, his genealogy, his flight with his mother to Egypt, 
the miracles of Jesus in Cana and Capernaum, the cast- 
ing out of the devils, the walking on the waters, the 
drying up of the fig-tree, the healing of the sick, the 
resurrection of Christ himself, and the indications of 
the prophecies which took place in Christ’s life. 

These verses are omitted in the present short exposition 
because, not containing any teaching, but only describing 
events which took place before, during, and after the 
preaching of Jesus, they add nothing, and complicate and 
surcharge the exposition. No matter how these verses 
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may be understood, they contain neither contradictions 
to the teaching, nor confirmations of it. The only sig- 
nificance of these verses for Christianity was this, that 
they proved the divinity of Christ to him who did not 
believe in it. But for a man who does not see the con- 
vincingness of the stcry of the miracles, and who besides 
does not doubt the divinity of Jesus, according to his 
teaching, these verses fall off, of their own accord, as being 
unnecessary. In the large exposition every deviation 
from the usual translation, every added explanation, every 
omission is explained and proved by the collation of the 
different variants of the gospels, by contexts, and by 
philological and other considerations. In this Short Ex- 
position all such proofs, and the rejections of the false 
comprehension of the church, as also the detailed notes 
with the quotations, are omitted on the ground that the 
reflections on each separate passage, which at times are 
very long, are not the chief proofs of the true under- 
standing of the teaching. The main proof of the truth of 
the understanding is the unity, clearness, simplicity, ful- 
ness of the teaching and its correspondence with the 
inner feeling of every man who is seeking the truth. 

In respect to all the departures in my exposition from 
the text as accepted by the churches, the reader must not 
forget that the customary conception that all four gospels, 
with all their verses and letters, are sacred books, is, on 
the one hand, a very gross error, and on the other, a 
very gross deception. 

The reader must remember that Jesus never wrote any 
book himself, as did Plato, Philo, or Marcus Aurelius ; 
nor did he ever, like Socrates, transmit his teaching to 
educated people; he spoke to those uneducated men 
whom he met in life, and only much later, long after his 
death, did people come to realize that what he had said 
was very important, and that it would not be bad if they 
jotted down a few of the things which he said and did, 
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and it was nearly a hundred years later that they began 
to write down what they had heard about him. 

The reader must remember that there was a large, a 
very large number of such notes; that many have dis- 
appeared; that many were very bad, and that the Chris- 
tians made use of all of them, and by degrees picked out 
what to them seemed to be better and more sensible; 
that, in selecting these best gospels, out of the enormous 
literature about Christ, the churches, according to the 
proverb which says, “You can’t cut a stick without 
knots,” could not help but take in some knots also; that 
there are many places in the canonical gospels which are 
as bad as in the rejected apocrypha, and that in the 
apocryphal literature there is some good. 

The reader must remember that what can be sacred is 
Christ’s teaching, but by no means a certain number of 
verses and letters, and that certain books cannot become 
sacred from the first to the last line for the very reason 
that men say that they are sacred. Only our Russian 
readers of the educated class can, thanks to the censor- 
ship, ignore the labours of the historical criticism of the 
last hundred years, and say naively that the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, as they are, were written by 
the evangelists, each separately and in full. 

The reader must remember that to say this in the year 
1880, ignoring everything which science has worked out 
in this matter, is the same as when in the past cen- 
tury they spoke of the sun as turning around the earth. 

The reader must remember that the synoptical gospels, 
as they have reached us, are the fruit of slow accretion 
by means of copying and interpolation, and reflections of 
thousands of different minds and hands, and by no means 
the productions of the Holy Ghost who spoke to the 
evangelists. 

The reader must remember that the ascribing of the 
gospels in their present form to the apostles is a fable, 
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which not only cannot stand any criticism, but has even 
no foundation but the desire of pious people, who want it 
to be so. The gospels were selected, complemented, and 
expounded through the ages. All the gospels of the 
fourth century that have reached us are written in a con- 
tinuous script, without signs of punctuation, and so were 
after the fourth and fifth centuries subject to most varied 
readings ; that they count as many as fifty thousand such 
different evangelical books. 

All this the reader must remember, in order that we 
may not be driven to that customary view that the gos- 
pels, as they are now understood, have come to us in that 
form from the Holy Ghost. 

The reader must remember that there is nothing preju- 
dicial in rejecting from the gospels the useless passages 
and in illuminating some of them by others, that, on the 
contrary, it is prejudicial and godless not to do so, but 
to consider a given number of verses and letters holy. 

On the other hand, I beg the reader of my exposition 
of the Gospel to remember that, if I do not look upon 
the gospels as upon sacred books, I at the same time do 
not look upon them as upon mere documents of the his- 
tory of religious literature. I understand both the theo- 
logical and the historical view of the gospels, but I look 
differently at them, and so I beg the reader, in reading 
my exposition, not to be switched off on the church view, 
nor on the historical view of the gospels, which of late 
has become the fashion with cultivated people, a view 
which I did not hold and which I find equally incom- 
plete. 

I look on Christianity not as on an exclusive divine 
revelation, nor as on a historical phenomenon, but as on 
a teaching which gives us the meaning of life. I-was led 
to Christianity, not by theological or historical investiga- 
tions, but by this, that when, being fifty years old, I 
asked myself and the wiseacres of my surroundings what 
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I am, and wherein lies the meaning of my life, and re- 
ceived the answer, “Thou art an accidental concatenation 
of particles, — there i is no meaning in life, and life itself 
is evil,’—I was brought to the point of despair and 
wanted to commit suicide; but, recalling that formerly, 
in my childhood, when I believed, there had been for me 
a meaning in life, and that the believing men around me, 
the majority of men, who are not corrupted by wealth, 
believed and lived an actual life, I doubted the correct- 
ness of the answer given me by the wisdom of men of 
my class, and I tried to understand the answer which 
Christianity gave to those who live a real life. 

But, while I studied Christianity, I found, together with 
this source of the pure water of life, mud and ooze, which 
is illegitimately connected with it, and which alone con- 
cealed its purity from me; by the side of the profound 
Christian teaching I found connected with it the foreign, 
monstrous teaching of the Jews and of the church. I 
was in the position of a man who has received a bag of 
stinking mud, and who only after prolonged struggle and 
labour discovers that in this dirty bag there lie costly 
pearls; he understands that he is not to blame for his 
aversion to the stinking mud, and that the men who 
have collected and preserved these pearls together with 
the mud are not to blame, but deserve love and respect, 
and yet he does not know what to do with the pearls 
which he has found mixed with the mud. I was in an 
agonized state, until I discovered that the pearls were not 
grown over with the mud, but could be cleared of it. 

I did not know the light, and thought that there was 
no truth in life, but, having convinced myself that men 
live by that light alone, I began to look for its source, 
and found it in the gospels, in spite of the false interpre- 
tations of the churches. And when I reached this source, 
I was blinded by the light, and received full answers to 
my questions as to the meaning of my life and of the life 
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of other men, answers which fully agreed with those I 
knew of the other nations, and which, in my opinion, 
surpassed them all. 

I was looking for an answer to the question of life, 
and not to the theological and historical questions, and so 
it did not make any difference to me whether Jesus 
Christ was a God, or not, or from whom the Holy Ghost 
descended, and so forth; and equally unimportant and 
unnecessary it was for me to know when and by whom 
the gospel or this or that parable was written, and 
whether it may be ascribed to Christ, or not. What was 
important to me was the light, which for eighteen hun- 
dred years has been illuminating humanity, and which 
has illuminated me; but what I should call this source 
of light, and what its materials are, and by whom it was 
lighted, were a matter of indifference to me. 

And I began to look closely at this light and to dis- 
cover everything that was opposed to it, and the farther I 
proceeded on this path, the more indubitable did the 
difference between truth and untruth become to me. In 
the beginning of my labour I had doubts and attempts at 
artificial explanations, but the farther I proceeded, the 
clearer and more undoubted did the matter become to 
me, and the more unquestionable the truth. I was in 
the position of a man who is picking up a statue that 
is broken in pieces. In the beginning there can be 
some doubt whether this or that piece is a part of the leg 
or the arm, but when the legs are put together, and the 
piece certainly does not belong to the leg, and when, 
besides, it fits in with another side piece and with its 
curves coincides with a lower part, there can be no doubt 
as to where it belongs. This I felt in proportion as my 
work proceeded, and if I am not insane, the same feeling 
will overcome the reader of the longer exposition of the 
Gospel, where each proposition is at the same time con- 
firmed by philological considerations, and by variants, 
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and by contexts, and by agreement with the fundamental 
idea. 

The preface would have ended here, if the gospels 
were books that were revealed at the present time, if 
Christ’s teaching had not been subject to the false inter- 
pretations of eighteen hundred years. But now, that we 
may understand the true teaching of Christ, as he himself 
must have comprehended it, it is necessary to recognize 
the chief causes of the false interpretations, which have 
distorted the teaching, and the chief methods employed 
by the false interpretations. The chief cause of those 
false interpretations, which have so distorted Christ’s 
teaching that it is difficult to see under their thick crust, 
consists in this, that Paul, who did not properly under- 
stand Christ’s teaching and did not know it as it was 
later expressed in the Gospel of Matthew, connected it 
with the teaching of the Pharisaic tradition and so with 
all the teachings of the Old Testament. Paul is generally 
regarded as an apostle of the Gentiles, as a protestant 
apostle. Such he was indeed externally in respect to 
the circumcision, and so forth. But the doctrine of the 
tradition, of the connection of the Old Testament with 
the New, was introduced into Christianity by Paul, and 
this doctrine of the tradition, this principle of the tradi- 
tion, was the chief cause of the distortion of the Christian 
teaching and of its misunderstanding. 

From the time of Paul begins the Christian Talmud, 
which is called the doctrine of the church, and Christ’s 
teaching becomes, not the one, divine, and full teaching, 
but one of the links of the chain of revelation, which 
begins with the beginning of the world and which lasts 
in the church up to the present time. 

These false interpreters call Jesus a God; but the fact 
that they recognize him as a God does not cause them to 
ascribe a greater significance to the words and teachings, 
which are ascribed to God, than to the Pentateuch, the 
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Psalms, the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, the Revela- 
tion, and even the Cicumenical Decrees and the writings 
of the Holy Fathers of the church. 

These false interpreters do not admit any other under- 
standing of the teaching of Jesus Christ than such as are 
in agreement with the preceding and the subsequent 
revelation, so that it is not their aim to explain the sig- 
nificance of Christ’s preaching, but only to find the least 
contradictory meaning in the most diversified writings, the 
Pentateuch, the Psalms, the Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles, 
and everything which is regarded as Holy Scripture. 

It is evident that with such a view of Christ’s teaching 
the understanding of it is unthinkable. From this same 
false view results an endless diversity in the understand- 
ing of the Gospel. 

Naturally there can be an endless number of such 
explanations, which have for their aim, not the truth, 
but the harmonization of what cannot be harmonized, 
that is, of the writings of the Old and the New Testa- 
ments, and there is a large number of them. And go, 
all that is necessary in order to acknowledge a certain 
harmonization as true, is to have recourse to external 
means, to miracles, to the descent of the Holy Ghost, and 
such like. 

Different men have harmonized in their own way; but 
each in his harmonization affirms that his harmonization 
is the continued revelation of the Holy Ghost. Such are 
the epistles of Paul, the decrees of the councils, which 
begin with the phrase, “It pleased us and the Holy 
Ghost ;” such are the decrees of the Popes, the synods, 
the Arians, the Paulicians, and all the false interpreters, 
who affirm that the Holy Ghost speaks through their 
mouths. All of them use the same crude method of 
confirming the truth of their harmonization by saying 
that their harmonization is not the fruit of their thoughts 
but a confirmation by the Holy Ghost. 
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Without entering into the analysis of the creeds them- 
selves, each of which calls itself the true one, we cannot 
help but see that in their common method of recognizing 
the enormous quantity of the so-called Scriptures of the 
Old and the New Testaments as equally sacred lies 
the insurmountable, self-set obstacle to the comprehen- 
sion of Christ’s teaching, and, also, that from this error 
results the possibility, and even the necessity, of endlessly 
diversified hostile sects. 

Only the harmonization of an immense number of 
revelations can be endlessly diversified; but the inter- 
pretation of one person, considered as God, cannot lead 
to the evolution of sects. The teaching of God descended 
upon earth cannot be understood differently. If God 
descended upon earth to reveal the truth to men, then 
the least which he could do was to reveal it in such 
a way that all might understand it; and if he did not 
do so, he was not God; but if the divine truths are such 
that even God could not make them comprehensible to 
men, men certainly will not be able to do so. 

If Jesus is not God, but a great man, his teaching can 
to a still lesser degree be the cause of sects. The teach- 
ing of a great man is great even because it is compre- 
hensible and clearly enunciates what others have not 
enunciated clearly and intelligibly. What is not com- 
prehensible in the teaching of a great man is not great, 
and so the teaching of a great man cannot bring forth 
sects. The teaching of a great man is great in that it 
unites all in the one truth. 

Only the interpretation which affirms that it is the 
revelation of the Holy Ghost, that it is the only, true 
revelation, and that all the rest are false, produces hatred 
and the so-called sects. Let the sectarians of all the 
creeds say as much as they please that they do not 
condemn another creed, that they are praying for their 
union with the others, and that they do not hate them, 
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they are not telling the truth. Never has any assertion 
of any dogma, beginning with Arius, resulted from any- 
thing but an accusation of falsehood against a contrary 
dogma. But the proclamation that the expression of a 
given dogma is divine, of the Holy Spirit, is the highest 
degree of pride and stupidity: of the highest pride, for 
nothing more haughty can be said than that the words 
which I utter God himself spoke through me, and of the 
highest stupidity, because nothing more stupid can be 
said than to reply to the assertion of a man that God is 
speaking through his mouth, “No, God is not speaking 
through your mouth, but through mine, and he says the 
very opposite of what your God has said.” And yet it 
is precisely this that all the councils, all the symbols 
of faith, all the churches say, and from this has resulted 
all the evil which has been committed in the world 
in the name of religion. But, besides this external evil of 
the sects, there is also another important, internal defect, 
which is inherent in all the sects, and which invests 
them with an indistinct, indefinite, and unscrupulous 
character. 

This defect consists in this, that, having recognized 
as the last revelation the Holy Ghost, who came down 
on the apostles and has passed over a specially chosen 
people, the false interpreters nowhere show directly, defi- 
nitely, and conclusively wherein this revelation of the 
Holy Ghost consists, and yet continue to base their faith 
on this supposed revelation, and call it Christ’s. 

All the sectarians who acknowledge the revelation of 
the Holy Ghost, like the Mohammedans, assume three 
revelations: the Mohammedans have Moses, Jesus, and 
Mohammed ; the church men have Moses, Jesus, and the 
Holy Ghost. But according to the Mohammedan religion 
Mohammed is the last prophet, the one who explained 
the meaning of the revelations of Moses and of Jesus, 
and he is the last revelation, which explains everything 
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which precedes, and every righteous believer has this 
revelation before him. It is not so with the faith of 
the church: like the Mohammedan, it accepts three 
revelations, — that of Moses, of Jesus, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; but it does not call itself the Holy Ghost religion, 
from the name of the last revelation, but affirms that the 
basis of its religion is Christ’s teaching. Thus they con- 
fess one doctrine, and ascribe the authority of this doctrine 
to Christ. 

The Holy Ghost sectarians, who recognize as the last 
revelation, — which explains everything which precedes, 
—some Paul, others these or those councils, or the Popes, 
or the epistles of the patriarchs, or the private revelations 
of the Holy Ghost, ought to say so and call their faith by 
the name of him who had the last revelation, and if the 
last revelation is the fathers, or the epistle of the East- 
ern patriarchs, or the decrees of the Popes, or the syllabus, 
or Luther’s or Filarét’s catechism, they ought to say so 
and call their faith accordingly, for the last revelation, 
which explains everything which precedes, will always 
be the chief revelation. 

But they do not do so and, instead, preach doctrines 
which are foreign to Christ, affirming that Christ preached 
these doctrines. Thus it turns out from their doctrine that 
Christ announced that he redeemed with his blood the 
human race which fell through Adam; that God is a 
Trinity ; that the Holy Ghost descended on the apostles 
and passed through the laying on of hands to the clergy ; 
that seven sacraments are needed for salvation, etc. It 
turns out that all this is the teaching of Christ, whereas 
there is not as much as a hint of all this in the teaching 
of Jesus. These false teachers ought to call their teach- 
ing and their faith the teaching and the faith of the Holy 
Ghost, and not of Christ, for we can call Christ’s faith 
only the faith which recognizes Christ’s revelation, which 
has come down to us in the gospels, as the last revelation, 
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even as they must recognize it according to Christ’s words, 
Call no one teacher but Christ. 

One would think that this is so simple that no mention 
ought to be made of it; but, strange to say, up to the 
present men have not come to see this. Instead of direct- 
ing all their attention to separating Christ’s teaching from 
all the artificial, unjustifiable harmonization with the Old 
Testament, and with those arbitrary additions to his teach- 
ing, which have been made in the name of the Holy 
Ghost, all the efforts are directed toward finding the 
greatest possible meaning in this harmonization. And, 
strange to say, in this error two extreme camps meet: 
the camp of the churchmen and of the freethinking his- 
torians of Christianity. The first, by calling Jesus the 
second person of the Trinity, understand his teaching 
only in connection with the supposed revelations of the 
third person, which they find in the Old Testament, in the 
epistles of the councils, in the decrees of the fathers, and 
preach the strangest faiths, asserting that they are Christ’s. 

The second, who do not regard Jesus as God, under- 
stand the teaching in the same way, not as it may have 
been preached by him, but as it is understood by Paul 
and the other interpreters. While regarding Jesus as a 
man, and not as God, these interpreters deprive Jesus of 
the most legitimate human right of being responsible for 
his own words, and not for those of his false interpreters. 
While trying to explain the teaching of Jesus, these 
learned misinterpreters foist on Jesus what he never had 
in his mind to say. The representatives of this school 
of interpreters, beginning with the most popular among 
them, Renan, have not troubled themselves about sifting 
out of Christ’s teaching that which Christ himself taught, 
and not that which his interpreters have lied about him ; 
they have not tried to understand the teaching more pro- 
foundly than the churchmen, but attempt to understand 
the meaning of the appearance of Jesus and of the dis- 
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semination of his teaching from the events of his life and 
the conditions of his time. 

One would, however, think that the historians ought 
not to make this mistake. The problem which they 
ought to solve is like this: eighteen hundred years ago 
there appeared a poor man who said so and so. He was 
flogged and hanged, and all forgot about him, as millions 
of similar incidents have been forgotten, and for two hun- 
dred years the world did not hear anything about him. 
But it turns out that some one had made a note of what 
he had said, and had told it to a second and a third per- 
son. And so it went on, until billions of wise and foolish 
men, of the learned and the unlearned, cannot get rid of 
the idea that this man, and no other, was God. How is 
such a remarkable phenomenon to be explained? The 
churchmen say that that was due to the fact that Jesus . 
was really God. If so, everything is intelligible. But if 
he was not God, how are we to explain that this simple 
man was acknowledged by all to be God ? 

The learned men of this school carefully investigate all 
the details of the conditions of this man’s life, without 
noticing that no matter how many details they may 
discover (in reality they have discovered nothing but 
what is given in Josephus Flavius and in the gospels), 
no matter how they may reconstruct Jesus’ life down 
to the minutest details, and may find out what he ate 
and where he slept, the question as to why he and no 
one else had such an influence on people still remains 
without an answer. The answer is not this, in what 
circle Jesus lived, who educated him, and so forth, 
and still less, what was going on in Rome, and that 
the people were predisposed to superstitions, and so forth, 
but only in this, what this man preached that was so 
peculiar as to cause people to separate him from all 
the others and to recognize him as God at that time 
and even now. 


SHORT EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL 383 


One would think that if we want to understand this, 
the first thing which we must do is to try to understand 
the teaching of this man, to understand, of course, his 
own teaching, and not those coarse interpretations of his 
teachings which have been disseminated since his day. 
But this they do not do. These learned historians of 
Christianity were so glad to find that Jesus was not God, 
and they are so anxious to show that his teaching is not 
divine, and so not obligatory, that they forget that the 
more they prove this, that he was a simple man and his 
teaching not divine, the farther will they be from the 
comprehension of the question which interests them. 
They strain all their. powers to prove that he was a 
simple man and that, therefore, his teaching was not 
divine. If we wish clearly to see this remarkable aberra- 
tion, we need only think of Renan. MHavet naively 
affirms that Jésus Christ n’avait rien de chrétien. And 
Souris proves with enthusiasm that Christ was a coarse 
and stupid fellow. 

The question is not to prove that Jesus was not God, 
and that, therefore, his teaching is not divine, and not 
that he was not a Catholic, but to understand wherein 
the teaching consisted, which has been so elevated and so 
dear to men that men have recognized the preacher of 
this teaching to be God. It is this that I have tried 
to do, and have done, at least so far as I am concerned. 
And this I offer now to my brethren. 

If the reader belongs to the immense majority of 
cultured men, educated in the faith of the church, who 
have rejected it on account of its incompatibility with 
sound reason and with conscience (whether he has still 
left love and respect for the spirit of the Christian teach- 
ing, or, according to the proverb, being furious at the fleas 
has chucked the fur coat into the stove, that is, considers 
all Christianity a dangerous superstition), I beg such a 
reader to remember that what repels him and presents 
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itself as a superstition is not Christ’s teaching; that 
Christ cannot be blamed for that monstrous tradition 
which has been foisted on his teaching and has been 
given out as Christianity. We must study only Christ’s 
teaching, as it has reached us, that is, those words and 
actions which are ascribed to Jesus, and which have a 
didactic significance. 

Such a reader, in perusing my exposition, will find that 
Christianity is not a mixture of what is profound with 
what is base, not a superstition, but, on the contrary, 
a very strict, pure, and complete metaphysical and 
esthetical teaching, above which human reason has not 
yet risen, and in whose circle, though not conscious of it, 
all human activity is moving, whether political, scientific, 
poetical, or philosophic. 

If the reader belongs to that insignificant minority 
of cultured men who keep the church faith, confessing it, 
not for external reasons, but for the sake of inward peace, 
I beg such a reader, before reading this, to decide in his 
soul the question as to what is dearer to him, spiritual 
peace, or truth. If it is peace, I ask him not to read this, 
but if it is truth, I beg him to remember that Christ’s 
teaching, as expounded here, in spite of the sameness 
of name, is an entirely different teaching, and that, 
therefore, the relation of him who confesses the church 
faith to this exposition is the same as the relation of 
a Mohammedan to the preaching of Christianity; that 
the question for him is not whether the proposed teaching 
is in accord with his faith, or not, but only what teach- 
ing is more in accord with his reason and his heart, his 
church teaching, or the one teaching of Christ. The ques- 
tion for him is whether he wants to accept the new 
teaching, or prefers to remain in his faith. 

But if the reader belongs to those men who externally 
profess the church faith and who value it, not because 
they believe in its truth, but from external considerations, 
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because they consider this profession and the preaching of 
it profitable for themselves, let him remember that, no 
matter how many brethren of the faith they may have, 
no matter how strong they may be, on what thrones they 
may seat themselves, by what high names they may call 
themselves, they are not the accusers, but the accused, 
and not through me, but through Christ. Such readers 
must remember that there is no need for them to prove 
anything ; that they have long ago said what they had to 
say; that if even they proved what they want to prove, 
they prove only what all the hundreds of mutually 
excluding church creeds have proved long ago; that 
they must not prove, but justify themselves. They 
must justify themselves for their blasphemy, by which 
they have assimilated the teaching of Jesus the God 
to the teachings of Ezdra, of the councils, of a Theophi- 
lactes, and have allowed themselves to interpret God’s 
words wrongly and to change them on the basis of men’s 
words ; to justify themselves for slandering God, by bur- 
dening Jesus the God with all the superstition in their 
hearts and giving it out as the teaching of Jesus; to 
justify themselves for their rascality, with which they 
concealed the teaching of God, who came to give the 
good to the world and substituted for it their own Holy 
Ghost faith, and by this substitution have deprived billions 
of people of the good which Christ brought to men, and, in- 
stead of the peace and love, brought to them, have intro- 
duced into the world sects, condemnations, and rascalities 
of every kind, covering them up with the name of Christ. 

For these readers there are only two ways out: humble 
repentance and renunciation of their lie, or prosecution of 
those who accuse them for what they have been doing. 

If they do not renounce the lie, there is but one thing 
left for them to do: to persecute me, for which I, finish- 
ing this writing, am prepared with joy and with fear for 
my weakness. 
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CONCLUSION 


THE COMPREHENSION OF LIFE IS THE DOING 
OF GOOD 


FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN 


THE announcement of good by Jesus Christ is the 
announcement of the comprehension of life. 

The comprehension of life is this, that the principle of 
life is the perfect good. And so the life of man is just 
such perfect good. In order that we may attain this 
principle, we must understand that the spirit of life in 
man came from this principle. Man, who did not exist 
before, was called to life by this principle. This princi- 
ple has given the good to man, and so the quality of this 
principle is the good. 

Not to deviate from the principle of his life, a man 
must keep the only, comprehensible quality of this prin- 
ciple, — the beneficence of love. And so man’s life must 
consist in the good, that is, in doing good, in love, but 
good can be done to men only. 

All the personal lusts do not correspond to the princi- 
ple of the good, and so man must sacrifice them and all 
his carnal life for the principle of beneficent love for his 
neighbours. 

From the comprehension of life, as revealed by Jesus 
Christ, results the love of our neighbours. There are two 
proofs of the truth of this comprehension: one is this, 
that if we do not recognize it, the principle of life 


presents itself as a deceiver that gave to men an unsatis- 
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factory striving toward life and the good; the other is 
this, that man in his heart feels that love and doing 
good to his neighbour is the one true, free, and eternal 
life. 


Chap. I. 1, 2, 3. This is the announcement about the 
comprehension of life, wherein men have communion 
with the Father of life, and so eternal life. 

4, This is the announcement of good. 

5. The comprehension of life consists in this, that God 
is life and the good, and that in life and in the good there 
is no death or evil. 

6. If we should say that we have united with God and 
live in evil and death, we should either be deceived, or 
not be doing what we ought to. 

7. Only if we live the life which he lives, do we unite 
with him. 

Chap. II. 1. We have a teacher in this life in Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 

2. He has delivered us and the whole world from 
untruth. 

3. Hereby do we know the teaching of Jesus Christ, if 
we keep his commandments. 

4. He who says that he knows the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, and does not keep his commandments, is a cheat, 
and the truth is not in him. 

5. But he who keeps his commandments has the love 
of God. Through the love alone do we know that we 
are united with God. 

6. He who says that he is united with Jesus Christ 
must live as Jesus lived. 

9, 10, 11. He who says that he is in the life and the 
good, and hates his living brother, is not in the life and 
the good, but in death and evil, and does not know him- 
self what he is doing; and blind is he who hates the life 
which is in him. 
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15. In order that one may not be blind, one must 
remember that everything of the world is a lust of 
the flesh or vanity, and all this is not of God; 

16. That it passes away and dies; 

17. But that he who does the will of God, love, abides 
for ever. 

23. Only he who recognizes his spirit as the son 
of God unites with the Father. 

24. And so keep that comprehension that according to 
the spirit you are the sons of God the Father, and then 
you will have eternal life. 

Chap. III. 1. God has given you the possibility of being 
his sons, and such as he is. 

2. Thus we i this life become the sons of God. 
Though we do not know what we shall be, we know that 
we are like him, and that we unite with him. 

3. The hope in this eternal life frees man from error 
and makes him pure, even as the Father is. 

4. Whoever commits a sin acts contrary to the will of 
God. 

5. Jesus Christ appeared to teach us the liberation 
from sin and the union with God. 

6. And so he who has united with him can no longer 
sin. Only he who does not know him commits sin. 

7. And he who lives in God does righteousness. 

8. He who has not united with God does not do right- 
eousness. 

9. Whoever acknowledges his birth from God cannot 
lie. 

10. And so men are divided into those who are of God 
and those who are not: into those who know the truth 
and love their brothers, and into those who do not know 
the truth and do not love their brothers. 

11. For according to the announcement of Jesus Christ 
we cannot help but love our brothers. 

14. From the announcement of Jesus Christ we know 
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that we pass from death to life, for we love our brothers, 
and that he who does not love a brother is in death. 

15. We know that he who does not love his brother 
does not love life. And he who does not love life cannot 
have life. 

16. From his announcement we know love to be this, 
that life is given to us, and so we know that we must lay 
down our life for a brother. 

17. So that if a man who has life and sees that his 
brother is in need, and does not lay down his life for 
his brother, the love of God is not, in him. 

19. And he who loves thus has a peaceful heart, for he 
is united with God. 

20. If his heart struggles he subdues his heart to God. 

21. For God is more important than the desires of the 
heart. But if the heart does not struggle, he is blessed. 

22. For he does everything he can, the very best he 
can, and he does what he is commanded to do. 

23. But he is commanded to believe that he is the son 
of God, and to love his brother. 

Chap. IV. 4. Those who act so unite with God and be- 
come higher than the world, for what is in them is greater 
and more important than the whole world. 

7. And so we shall love one another. Love is of God, 
and every one who loves is a son of God, and knows 
God. 

6. And he who does not love, does not know God, for 
God is love. 

9. That God is love we know from this, that he sent 
his spirit, such as he himself is, into the world, and gave 
us life through it. 

10. We were not, and God did not need us, but he 
gave us life, the good, consequently he loves us. 

12. No one can know God. What we can know of him 
is that he loves us and through this love gave us life. 

11. And so, to be in communion with God, we must 
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be the same as he, and do the same that he is doing, that 
is, love men. 

12. If we love one another, God is in us, and we in 
him. 

16. Understanding God’s love to us, we believe that 
God is love and that he who loves is united with God. 

17. And understanding this, we are not afraid of death, 
for we have become in this world like God. 

18. Our life has become love and is freed from fear 
and from all sufferings. 

19. We love, because he loves. 

20. And we must love, not God, whom we cannot love, 
because no man sees him, but the brother, whom we can 
love. He who says that he loves God, and hates his 
brother, is deceiving, for if he does not love his brother, 
whom he sees, how can he love God, whom he does not 
see ? 

21. For we have the commandment to love God in our 
brother. 

Chap. V. 3, 4. The love of God is, that we keep his 
commandments. His commandments are not hard for 
him who, recognizing his birth from God, becomes above 
the world. Our faith rises above the world. Our true 
faith is that which Jesus, the son of God, has taught 
us. 

8. And the spirit is in us and confirms us in the truth 
of his teaching. 

9. If we shall believe in Sine men affirm, how, then, 
can we fail to believe in the spirit which is in us? 

10. He who believes that the spirit of life in him is a 
spirit that has come down from above, has satisfaction in 
himself. But he who does not believe that life is a spirit 
that has come down from above, from the Father, makes 
God a deceiver. 

11. The spirit confirms that the life in us is the eternal 
life. 
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12. He who believes that this spirit is the son of the 
eternal spirit and like him, has eternal life. 

14. He who believes in this has no obstacles in life 
and everything he wishes according to the will of God is 
accomplished for him. 

18. And so, he who believes that he is the son of God 
does not live in the lie and is pure from evil. 

19. For he knows that the world is a deception. 

20. That in himself (in man) there is understanding, 
so that he may find out that truth exists. But the truth 
is that only the spirit, the son of the Father, exists. 


THE END. 
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